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General Meeting No. 50 
 

 

 
 
 

M I N U T E S 
 
OF THE SOUTH EAST REGIONAL CENTRE FOR URBAN LANDCARE INC HELD AT CITY OF 
BELMONT, ON 14 MAY 2015 AT 9:10 AM 
 

 
1. In Attendance/Apologies: 
 

Name Organisation 

Pat Hart Chairman ς SERCUL 

Max Houghton Treasurer - SERCUL 

Debra Taborda SERCUL 

Sallie Bryant CRREPA 

Brett Kuhlmann SERCUL 

Neil Burbidge City of Armadale 

Kelly Fulker Perth Region NRM 

Sandy Wainwright SERCUL 

Rose Weerasinghe SERCUL 

Amy Warner SERCUL 

Mark Lane Friends of Ellis Brook  

Sonia Stewart Swan River Trust 

Geoff Pettifer SERCUL  

Yulia Volobueva City of South Perth 

Amy Krupa SERCUL  

Monica Estrada SERCUL 

Wayne Van Lieven City of Gosnells 

Max Box City of Canning 

Russell Gorton WWAG 

Jen Francis AGLG 

Nicole Davey City of Belmont 

Shane Hunter AGLG 

Dave Griffiths Mayor, City of Gosnells 

Karen Warner EMRC 

David James Friends of Forrestdale 
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APOLOGIES  

Julie Robert Chief Executive Officer ς SERCUL 

Brian Aldrich COSPEA 

Ken Downsborough AGLG 

Glen Byleveld SERCUL 

Clare Caldeira SERCUL 

Anne Pettit  

Jose Alcala SERCUL  

Dan Friesen SERCUL 

Melinda Snowball SERCUL 

John Holley Director State NRM Office 

Melanie Kowald SERCUL 

Kellie Mottram City of Melville 

Kathleen Ridgewell City of Canning 

Paula Kalinowski Little Green Steps 

 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 49 ς 12 February 2015: 
 
S12/02/15 RECOMMEND: That the Minutes of the SERCUL General 
Meeting No. 49 held on 12 February 2015, as circulated, subject to the 
following correction, be accepted as a true and accurate record. 
 
MOVED: Max Houghton 
SECONDED: Geoff Pettifer       CARRIED 

 
3. Business Arising from Minutes ς 12 February 2015: 

None discussed 
 

4. Correspondence: 
A list of correspondence received and sent for the period was circulated 
Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜƴŘŀ όwŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ !ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά!-мέύΦ 
 
S12/02/15 RECOMMEND: That the correspondence be received. 
 
MOVED: Sallie Bryant          
SECONDED: Geoff Pettifer         CARRIED 

 
5. ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ 
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¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻŦƛǘ ϧ [ƻǎǎ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ 
Sheet was verbally reported and is attached to these Minutes.  (Refer to 
!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά!-нέύ 
 
S12/02/15 w9/haa9b5Υ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŀǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ 
these Minutes ς !ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά!-нέΣ ōŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ 
 
MOVED: Max Houghton 
SECONDED: Marc Lane        CARRIED 

 
6. The Chairs report summary: Pat Hart (see extended attached) 
¶ Pat tabled the minutes of the last three Executive Meetings. 

¶ Biggest Morning Tea ς 27th May 2015 at CREEC 

¶ Brett Kuhlmann is acting in the CEO position 

¶ State Budget will be announced today and this could have a major impact on our 
budget 

¶ WA Landcare Network ς State Conference coming up in September 
 

7. Chief Executive Officers Report: Brett Kuhlmann 
¶ Snake Awareness Course for all staff 

¶ Swan Canning Recovery Project ς big project coming up, working with the community 
groups 

¶ SERCUL Budget 

¶ Met with Minister for Water 

¶ Brentwood Living Stream ς smoking ceremony 

¶ Dennis Jensen, Member for Tagney ς walk at Bull Creek 

¶ Melville may put funding towards the Bull Creek WQIP 
 

8. Guest Speaker: Karen Warner (EMRC) and Amy Warner (SERCUL) 
Green Army - Experiences to date 
Karen Warner has three teams working in her region.  They have nine youths per team with a 
supervisor.  They have three days per week on site and have one training day/week.  The teams 
are made up of a cross section of society ς university students, youth with disability.  The calibre 
of participants is very high, there is a broader intake of people.  The retention rate is currently 
100% and there is currently a waiting list.  The supervisor picks up the youths and takes them to 
the sites each day.   
The EMRC are the project sponsor and the service provider, BJL, provides the team, pays them 
and supplies OHS.  The EMRC works with their member councils to provide the work for the 
team. The EMRC also received funding to implement some of the projects - $28,000 but no 
funding for project management.  Karen works on this for free. 
The application process is quite lengthy.  There is no funding for the project sponsor.  It takes a 
long time to implement.  Need to have a good communication strategy.  It is resource intensive 
and the project/land manager needs to keep an eye on the quality of the work. 
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These teams are working in Bayswater and Belmont.  In Belmont the team works with the Bush 
Crew at their sites.  Feedback from councils so far has been overwhelming positive. 
The service provider does the majority of the reporting.  The Federal Government are quite strict 
about promotion.  
The current round projects finishes soon and applications for Round 2 have shut and the new 
projects start in July 2015.  Round 3 has also shut and Round 4 is currently open. 
 
Amy Warner from SERCUL ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ {9w/¦[Ωǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ {9w/¦[ DǊŜŜƴ !ǊƳȅ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŀǾŜ  
not been as motivated.  Nulla Nursery is the service provider.  We were asked to be a sponsor a 
day before t application was due.  Did not get a Round 3 project.  There was also a couple of 
months delay at the start. 
There seems to be a lack of funds for training as they have approached us to do this.  There also 
seems to be an expectation that incentiǾŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘΦ 
Negatives ς if the Supervisor is sick or has holidays then there is no one to take over the team. 
They all have the day off.  Communication issues, supervisor not knowing what is going on.  
The Supervisor needs tƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ {9w/¦[ ǘŜŀƳ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
team and they just do what they what.  We had no control over who the supervisor was whereas 
the EMRC had a say as to who would supervise the teams. 
EMRC to mix things up have done fauna and plant id sessions and water quality monitoring. 
Need to make sure there is a variety of work and not doing the same thing every day. If someone 
is on leave then the supervisor of the supervisors has been trained to take over and they have 
looked at the holiday leave and the supervisors take the time at the end, not during the 26 week 
work program.  The Federal Government sent our press releases stating what projects and sites 
were going to be worked on without consulting the land/project managers. 
 
Brett Kuhlmann talked about a new Work for the Dole program.  Six month projects for 12 
people in each project with $2100/person given to the one project manager to manage the 
projects.  Two days/week will be given to SERCUL and two days/week for AGLG.  We will use the 
funding to buy a mini van and to employ a supervisor.  At Work Australia do all the HR and 
employment, the participants have a choice as to what project they work on so hopefully they 
will want to be there, and SERCUL/AGLG supervise the day to day work.  It is not our 
responsibility to chase up the participants, we just need to report on who turns up each day.  
The insurances are covered by At Work Australia.  We need to sign a contract but there is an out 
clause.  It starts in the first week of July. 

 

9. {9w/¦[ aŀƴŀƎŜǊǎΩ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ from February to April 2015: 
All reports were forwarded with the agenda prior to the meeting. 
 

Amy Krupa, Education and Promotion Manager 
 
Brett Kuhlmann, Landcare Services Manager 

¶ Bannister Creek ς designs for finishing last stage. 
 

Rose Weerasinghe 

¶ Mosquito workshop at CREEC 

¶ Talk at Curtin University 

¶ Development of brochures, posters and editing Education package 
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¶ Met with Murdoch Uni staff about research projects 

¶ Three grants submitted ς SGIO and Lotterywest 
 

Monica Estrada, Volunteer Coordinator Water Quality Program Officer  
 

Alice Atkinson, (WQ Officer / GIS Analyst) Volunteer Coordinator  
 

10. Community Group Reports 
 

Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group Report ς Jen Francis 

¶ Thanks to Armadale and Gosnells for ongoing support 

¶ 23 sites for planting this year 

¶ Have additional funding from both cities to do rehab work 

¶ Ripping and fencing has occurred at two major sites 

¶ Plants have been delivered and the first school session has occurred 

¶ Have Bankwest coming out to do a corporate planting session ς 60 volunteers 
 

Canning River Residents Environmental Protection Association - Sallie Bryant 

¶ April newsletter produced 

¶ Eco May ς two weeding sessions, 20 people attending and a Bird Walk 

¶ Shorebird count ς Beatrice Avenue site ς Pied Oystercatchers and Greenshank 

¶ Interpretive signage has been installed at Shelley Beach Park and Riverton Bridge 

¶ Bill Lamb has a bird website www.canningriverbirds.com 

¶ Had a thank you lunch for City of Canning officers and other conservation groups 
attended as well.  52 participants.  Want to do more group catch ups. 

¶ AGM ς 21st May 2015, 7pm with Simon Cherriman the guest speaker 

¶ Have attended meetings and consultation sessions 

http://www.canningriverbirds.com/
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Friends of Forrestdale - David James 

¶ Green Army ς two sessions with them 

¶ Clean Up Australia Day ς 26 bags of rubbish collected by 20 people 

¶ Collected eight bags of calthorp along Armadale Road 

¶ Applying for NRM grant for fencing and bat talks 

¶ Rubbish issue is a continuing problem 
 

Wilson Wetland Action Group ς Russell Gorton 

¶ CVA helping at sites 

¶ Bunnings have provided staff and tools 
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¶ City of Canning have been fantastic 

¶ Looking at working with three River Rangers school 

¶ Hydrocotyle Working Group is back up and running ς looking at the Swan Canning 
Recovery Project funding.   

¶ Working with Christian Brothers to be the land manager for their organisation to 
control hydrocotyle on their land. 
 

11. Local Government Authority Reports 
 
City of Gosnells ς Wayne van Lieven 
¶ Strategic Management Plan 

¶ Hulme St Bushland North - $680,000 management funding 

¶ Mary Carroll Park vision Plan - $705,000 ς bridge, rehabilitation 

¶ Yule Brook unauthorised clearing ς City prosecuting, Water Corporation putting brook back 
and rehabilitating 

¶ Ellis Brook Valley ς restoration works progressing 

¶ Sediment and Erosion Project ς looking for a student to undertake it 

 

City of Canning ς Max Box on behalf of Kathleen Ridgewell 
RECENT WORKS (Natural Areas Team and Parks Conservation Officer) 

¶ Merise on maternity leave, Max and Amanda job sharing this role. 

¶ Fauna issues ς ladies catching Pacific Black Ducks and killing them, avian botulism also a 
problem 

¶ Cockie Tube installed near CREEC 

¶ Fish kill below the Weir, 1000-5000 Black Bream 

¶ Bush Crew targeting high priority weeds, drain swale installed on Shelley Foreshore, WA Day 
plant giveaway, letters of support for community groups 

¶ Black Creek ς typha and sediment removal 

¶ Three brochures ς environmental weeds, garden escapees, fauna 
 

City of Belmont ς Nicole Davey 
¶ Ascot Racecourse ς improving environmental practices, lakes in racecourse 

¶ Garvey Park foreshore ς erosion control, recreation 

¶ Development on the river ς ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

¶ Environmental Plan ς five year plan 

¶ Canopy improvement in drain reserves 
 

City of Armadale ς Neil Burbidge 
¶ Reserve management ς five year plan 

¶ Cockie Tubes installed in reserves 

¶ Developer Contribution Fund ς North Forrestdale area, drainage 

¶ Environment five year plan 

¶ Flare at landfill site ς carbon credits auction, $1 million for the City 
 

City of South Perth ς Yulia Volobueva 
¶ Bodkin Park Lakes development nearby ς dewatering into the lakes 
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¶ Cygnia Cove ς taken on management of foreshore, constructed wetlands and natural lakes, 
secured funds for plans 

¶ Kwinana Freeway Foreshore Management Plan ς MOU with Main Roads 

¶ Water quality monitoring with SERCUL 

¶ Aquatic weeds ς hydrocotyle control and management plan at Bodkin Park 

¶ Collier Park Golf Course ς planting and promoting local natives ς mainly for black cockatoos 
 

12. State Government Reports 
Perth Region NRM ς Kelly Fulker 

¶ Swan Canning River Recovery Program ς Community Action, Hydrocotyle, 
Community Awareness 

¶ Weed management ς have put out a request for quote for three separate parts ς 
management plan, control hydrocotyle, control quality weeds 

¶ Direct Community Action grants ς expression of interests have opened.  Encourage 
groups in the Swan-Canning Estuary area to apply. 

¶ Community Awareness ς is being developed at the moment 

¶ Living Wetlands and Living Landscapes funding - $750,000 over three years.  Will be 
released in June 2015 with an expression of interest required and then a full 
application later. 

¶ Sediment Task Force ς .ŜƭƛƴŘŀ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ Project Manager needs to 
be employed. 

 
Swan River Trust ς Sonia Stewart 

¶ Fish kill, 5000 Black Bream below the Weir ς low oxygen looks like the cause 
 

¶ Trust merger  
Legislation was passed in the upper house on the 24 February 2015 and plans are 
progressing for a 1 July merger with DPaW. 
Structure still being finaslied.  
Board is being briefed on further arrangements relating to Board operations after 1 July 
2015.  ransitioning to a Strategic and Advisory role with no direct staff or financial 
responsibilities.   Any staff and facilities that the Board may require to perform its functions 
will be provided by the DG of Parks and Wildlife.  
Draft RPS sent out for consultation with other agencies and comments/continued support 
requested back by 10 April. 
Trust budget is part of DpaW for 15/16 

¶ Fish results show rivers in good shape  
2014 Fish Community Index showed that fish communities in the Swan and Canning rivers 
from Mosman Park and upstream to the Swan Valley and Kent Street Weir had improved 
since the mid-2000s. The fish index uses a range of metrics including diversity and number 
of fish species to evaluate the fish community as one measure of estuary health. Other 
measures that contribute to an overall picture of river health include water quality. 
In total, 35 species and more than 30,825 fish were caught and released in shallow waters 
and 21 species and 1,601 fish were caught and returned in deeper waters by scientists. The 
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number of species caught in deeper water was consistent with those in 2012 and 2013. 
However, the number of species recorded in shallower waters in 2014 was notably higher 
than the 29 species recorded in the previous two years. 
 

¶ Bull Creek - Brentwood Main Drain Living Stream Project 
Finalised MoU with Main Roads to redesign a compensation basin that is affecting water 
quality at Brentwood living stream site. Final design almost complete and budgeted for by 
Main Roads. Project to be implement in 15/16. 
Aboriginal consultation and involvement in Brentwood Living stream project has been 
excellent to date and have included these elements:  
ω Aboriginal elders and monitors have been consulted about the design 
ω Aboriginal elders and monitors have been inducted on site and also completed 
Water Corporation induction 
ω Traditional materials have been collected for use in artwork, ceremonies and 
traditional tools. 
ω A sign has been installed with Noongar name for site  
ω A traditional Noongar ritual will be held on site to cleanse and purify the area ready 
for construction  
ω Monitors will be on site for duration also helping with environmental parts of project  
ω TO artist to paint art work for use in interpretation signage throughout site 
 
Pre construction water quality monitoring has been conducted to augment with catchment 
sampling data and to compare post construction data once project is complete.  
Limestone has been recovered from the Ellenbrook wetland project site and delivered to 
Brentwood site. 
Vegetation clearing has been complete. 
Sign has been installed. 
Residential update has been delivered.  
Light Industry project  
MoU with DER has been completed for DER to host an officer to deliver the CFoC funded 
project. All water and sediment data for light industrial precincts has been sourced to 
prioritise areas for audits in priority catchments. . Also take into consideration high risk 
industry types.  Most local governments have been engaged already by DER. Officer should 
be employed by July 1 start date. 

¶ Kent St Weir Pool 
A draft report on contaminants data collected in surface waters of the drainage network 
discharging to the Kent St Weir Pool was submitted to the Trust on 18 March 2015 and is 
currently under review.  

¶ SALP iconic grants 
4 EOIs were accessed for the SALP Iconic Projects applications with 2 being asked to submit 
a full application. 

¶ Prawn project 
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Culture project: The broodstock season is now complete. A total of 1.92 million juvenile 
prawns were released into the Riverpark at multiple locations during the season. This brings 
the total number released over the three year project to over 2.5 million prawns.  
Prawn Watch: There are now 179 members of Prawn Watch.  
Research Project: Murdoch University surveys indicate the majority of school prawns have 
now moved into deeper water. Investigations focussed on release strategies and predation 
suggest blowies are not targeting released prawns. Initial results suggest that gobbleguts 
could be a key predator. These relatively small fish (max 12cm) are abundant in shallow 
seagrass beds around Perth. They tend to be a nocturnal and feed predominantly on 
crustaceans, however as opportunistic feeders they may consume anything that they can fit 
into their large mouths. This information, combined with trials that show the prawn 
juveniles are less inclined to seek bottom refuge when released at night, suggests that 
daytime releases of juvenile prawns over sand-beds may improve their survival.  

¶ Riverview 
New Riverview edition is out and available on line  
http://www.riverguardians.com/library/file/river-
view/RiverView%20magazine%20Issue%204.pdf 

¶ Fishing Line Bins - Native Animal Rescue emptying and auditing 
The Reel It In fishing line bin project has achieved outstanding outcomes in its first year 
collecting over nine kilometres of fishing line over nine months with 25 bins. The project has 
engaged seven riverfront councils and has now expanded to 45 bins across popular fishing 
locations throughout the Riverpark. Extra funds will now be used to contract Native Animal 
Rescue to empty the bins weekly/fortnightly depending on use. NAR will also audit the bin 
contents to supply crucial data to the Trust every quarter. The bins are expected to collect 
over 20 kilometres of fishing line per year 

¶ Canning Pools Project  
The Collaborative Arrangement has been developed with UWA to Assess Sediment 
characteristics in Critical Habitat Pools of the Canning River from Stinton Creek confluence 
to Kent St Weir. Stage 1 will develop a methodology to classify pools and evaluate sediment 
characteristics and sediment load in selected channel pools of the upper reach of the 
Canning River. Stage 2 will apply the results from stage 1 to model the hydrological and 
sediment characteristics and provide management recommendations to protect and/or 
improve channel pool habitats 
 

13. Closure: 
The meeting ended at 12.05PM. 

 

MEETING CLOSED AT 12.05PM 

Minutes approved and accepted by: 

/ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ 

Date: 
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14. List of Actions: 
 

Rec. No. Item Action 

1 
S12/02/15 

Confirmation of Minutes ς 12 February 2015: 
RECOMMEND: 
That the Minutes of the SERCUL General Meeting No. 49 held 
on 12 February 2015, as circulated, subject to the following 
correction, be accepted as a true and accurate record. 

 

2. 
S12/02/15 

Correspondence: 
RECOMMEND: 
That the correspondence, as attached to these Minutes ς 
!ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά!-мέΣ be received. 

 

3. 
S12/02/15 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ 
RECOMMEND: 
¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŀǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ς 
Attachment ά!-2έΣ ōŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERCUL ς Draft Minutes of General Meeting No. 50  14 May 2015 

 

 

 

Page 12 of 17 
 

 

 

15. Correspondence Attachment A1 28 Feb 15 ς 29 Apr 15 
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16. Treasurers Report ς Attachment A2  


