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Welcome to Term 2
I can’t believe it is already Term 2!
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Planting Season – Here we Come!

We have been busy visiting some
fantastic schools and working
with students around Perth!
This term sees us preparing and
taking bookings for our planting
season–all I can say–‘Get in
Quick!’. We take a look at how we
can help your students develop an
understanding of ‘groundwater’
and the importance of keeping
‘algae in balance’.
Hope you have a great Term 2
and we will see you out in the
catchment somewhere soon!

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Like SERCUL on Facebook and
keep up to date with everything
that is happening in landcare.

It is nearly time for students to
have a chance at getting dirty at a
local rehabilitation site where they
can plant local native species.
Autumn through Spring is the ideal
time to plant local species into
degraded bushland, river bank and
wetland areas. Our rain seems to be
coming later each year, so planting
will take place during Term 3 this
year.
At SERCUL we have a number of
sites available where students can
Riverton Primary School bush planting
participate in a hands-on educational
hour, half day or full day, depending
on the time you have available. Not only will students be improving their local
community but they will learn about the benefits of planting native species including
increasing the biodiversity of the area, helping to combat climate change and air
pollution and improving the health of rivers and wetlands.
To get your class involved in a planting session, either at a local site, or a bushland
or wetland area on your school grounds please contact Amy or Deb on 9458 5664
or amykrupa@sercul.org.au or debrataborda@sercul.org.au. This planting could
coincide with a special day such as Arbor Day or Schools Tree Day (27 July). You
can also organise a planting event at any time convenient to your class. All plants,
equipment and fun provided.

It will be first in best dressed!

Electronic Newsletter
At SERCUL, we are aiming
to encourage environmental
action through demonstrating
best practice, so we are
endeavouring to email our
education newsletter to you. If
you would like to receive this
newsletter electronically, please
email your name and school to
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
with the subject ‘Electronic
Education Newsletter’.
Please pass this information on to
as many of your colleagues as you
can, as the more environmental
educators students have access
to, the happier a planet we’ll
have!
Once registered to receive your
eNewsletter, your school will receive
a FREE copy of ‘A Field Guide to
FRESHWATER FISHES, CRAYFISHES
& MUSSELS OF SOUTH-WESTERN
AUSTRALIA’ valued at $10!

What’s on in Term 2?

Arab Gateways

Djarlgarra Yarning

Wednesday 9 May 2012

Wednesday 23 May 2012

Arab Gateways is a school resource that
explores some of the history, geography,
economics and culture of the Arab region.
Unit 2 of this resource aims to show
‘Sustainable water use: Water security in
an arid region’ linking closely to what is
happening in our own backyard.

Canning River Stories for teachers
This is a valuable opportunity to hear
from an experienced Aboriginal Educator
about the importance of the river
system to Nyoongar people. Resources,
including links with the cross-curriculum
priorities in the Australian Curriculum will
be provided.

Upper primary and secondary teachers
4.00 pm to 5.30 pm

All teachers

Canning River Eco Education Centre

3.30 pm to 5.30 pm

Cost: FREE (booklet and CD provided)

Canning River Eco Education
Centre

To book call 94617160 or email
creec@canning.wa.gov.au
Presented by the Australian Association
for Environmental Education

Cost: $15 per teacher
To book call 94617160 or email
creec@canning.wa.gov.au

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
FREE Resources
for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels of
nutrients that are causing the growth of
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning
Rivers and associated wetlands. The
project offers opportunities to school
and youth groups including:
• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river
food web.
• Building a Frog
Pond Incursion
is a must have
incursion
if
a school is
considering
building
a
frog
habitat.
Students learn
about the frogs of the Perth Region and
listen to their calls. All the essential
elements in constructing a frog habitat
is also covered.
• Go Fish! Incursion where students
learn about the diversity of fish that
live in the Canning River and what we
can do to protect our native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains Incursion
where students learn about drains and
pollution through stencilling drains at
school.
• Planting Opportunities allow students
to plant local native species into
rehabilitation sites and learn why this
is important. (available Jun–Oct)
•

Groundwater

Algae IS important!

The water on our planet is the same
as it has always been since the very
beginning–it has never been added to
or replaced!

Algae gets a lot of bad press, but it
IS essential to a healthy waterway
system–BUT only in the right amount!

It is sobering to
think about this
statement when
we look around
us and see what
is happening in
our environment.
We may feel like
we can’t make a
difference–when
in fact we can!
As educators we can expressly share
this knowledge with our students. We can
discuss current issues involving our water
and work towards gathering knowledge
and skills which help to change current
behaviours and replace them with more
responsible and sustainable approaches.
At SERCUL, we are happy to come out to
your school and start this process rolling
with our Catchment Model Algae Buster
Incursion. By demonstrating the catchment
model to students, they gain a clearer
understanding of their own personal impact
on our waterways–no matter how far they
live from the river. Students are given
the opportunity to assess and evaluate
various sources of pollution affecting our
waterways and relate their own ideas for
change to their peers.
Knowledge and understanding
lead to change.
Some online resources may also be
helpful when delivering an educational
program on ‘groundwater’. We have found
a few to help:
Background Information
Australian Government: Geoscience
Australia
http://www.ga.gov.au/groundwater/basics/whatis-groundwater.html

Resource Sheets are available based
around the nutrient issue.
• Nutrient Display explains the problem,
cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful
display.
For further information or to book a FREE
incursion/excursion or a display to be set up
in your school please contact:
Amy Krupa or Deb Taborda on 9458 5664
or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

Algae are organisms similar to plants.
They use sunlight to convert carbon
dioxide and water into carbohydrates
and oxygen (photosynthesis). Algae need
nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus), warm
water and sunlight to grow. When there
is an influx of these nutrients and the
conditions are right, we can experience a
phenomenon called an ‘algal bloom’.

Rivers of Western Australia

http://www.rowa.org.au/poar_groundwater.php

CSIRO

http://www.csiro.au/science/GroundwaterHydrology

Student Activities
Water Corporation

http://www.watercorporation.com.au/Education/
education_drains_what.cfm

DEC

www.dec.wa.gov.au/component/option,com_
docman/.../Itemid,2219/

Algae, in the right quantity, plays an
important role in the health of a waterway.
It produces oxygen and carbohydrates
and provides food for tadpoles and filter
feeders. However, when there is too much
algae, it can block sunlight to seagrasses
growing on the riverbed–killing the plants.
As the algae uses up the available nutrients,
it begins to break down and die. During this
process, the algae removes the oxygen from
the water, killing the macroinvertebrates,
fish and other life which rely on oxygen in
the water to survive.
Many of these excess nutrients come
from human activity within the catchment;
whether it be using too much fertiliser,
septic waste finding its way into the water,
natural waste such as leaf litter or animal
waste.
This is where SERCUL comes in. Our
educational programs based on human
activity in the catchment
can enlighten students
as to the effects of too
much algae on river life
and how they can help
to reduce the amount
of nutrients entering our
river systems. This is
how students can learn
to become an ‘ALGAE
BUSTER’.

Our Local Heroes
BECKENHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL – STUDENT COUNCILLORS
School Catchment Education Case Study No. 26

The student councillors from Beckenham Primary School have been involved in
a series of excursions to SERCUL as part of an education program designed to
inform the community about the health of Yule Brook.
The first visit to the SERCUL homestead involved students
planting sedges at Yule Brook. While this task was quite a
dirty one, students discovered the importance of having these
native plants in and along our waterways. Sedges filter the
water, removing any excess nutrients; provide habitat and
protection for smaller animals and terrestrial and aquatic
insects; and reduce erosion along our rivers, streams and
brooks caused by flowing water.
Students also participated in discussion and modelling of what happens to water in a
catchment. This activity provided students with a greater understanding that no matter
how far we are away from a river, we ALL have an impact in a positive and a negative way.
This is what the students had to say about the second visit:
On Tuesday, November 1, student councillors and deputy councillors went on an excursion
to SERCUL. We left school at 12 o’clock and walked along Williams Street and the Kenwick
Link. First we collected rubbish near Yule Brook. We found glass and plastic bottles, other
plastic containers, cardboard, a shoe and plant pots. Lots of rubbish from drains flows into
Yule Brook and causes pollution which harms wildlife, especially water creatures.

Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Creatures of the Deep
Explore a whole world of biodiversity
beneath the water!
Students use water
sampling
methods
to
investigate
the
diversity of aquatic life.
$6 per student
The River Diaries – A historical account
of life on the Canning
Glimpse into the past lives of people that
lived along the Canning River. Students
investigate significant historical events
that shaped the course of the river and
how it was utilised for hunting, transport,
farming, and recreation.
$6 per student
*Can be booked with an additional guided tour of
Woodloes Homestead at no extra cost.

Next we identified macroinvertebrates in water taken from Yule Brook. We found lots of
dragonfly larvae, back swimmers and water fleas. We left SERCUL at 2.30 pm and walked
back to school.

Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison study
of water quality

The best part of the day was identifying all the bugs and seeing how fast they move
through the water. We learnt that if we clean our cars on the grass, reduce our use of
fertilisers on our gardens and clean up after our dogs, we can keep Yule Brook healthy.

Did you know salt water can travel
upstream? Get hands on with scientific
equipment and monitor water quality in a
riverine habitat.

Sophie (Room 5) and Joel (Room 6)
The third visit saw Amy and Deb visit Beckenham Primary School to discuss a typical food
web and the effects too much pollution has on this natural system. All natural systems
need nutrients to survive; however, when too many nutrients, such as phosphorus and
nitrogen, enter the system, problems begin to arise and the system becomes unbalanced.
As a follow-up and to provide a reminder to the school and
local community about keeping our waterways clean, Amy and
Deb worked with Cathy Hearman and the student councillors
to paint a simple reminder on school and local drains. The
reminder, ‘Clean Drains, River Gains’ prompts students and
community members to think about what is going down the
drain and how important it is to keep our drains free of rubbish
and other waste.
The relationship between SERCUL and Beckenham Primary School will continue to grow
and develop over the years, leading toward a healthy local waterway and a happy local
community.

Our Local Heroes

Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the South Region who
are doing great things for the environment.
We are always looking for schools to show case.
If you would like to highlight your school’s achievements
please contact Amy or Deb on 9458 5664.

$6 per student
Special Program K–12
Djarlgarra Yarning–Canning River stories
Follow the footsteps of the Nyoongar
people as you discover their traditional
way of life and the importance of the river
from an experienced Aboriginal Guide.
Term 2 Wk 5 May 21,
22, 23
Term 3 Wk 6 Aug 27,
28, 29
Term 4 Wk 4 Nov 5, 6, 7
$8 per student
(2 hours)
Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
hbullimore@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

ALGAE BUSTER

Amy Krupa
Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
Deb Taborda
Environmental Education Officer
debrataborda@sercul.org.au

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark
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69 Horley Road
Beckenham WA 6107

Important Dates – Term 2, 2012
7–12 May

International Composting Awareness Week
www.compostweek.com.au

14–15 May

World Migratory Bird Day
www.worldmigratorybirdday.org

22 May

International Day for Biological Diversity
www.un.org/en/events/biodiversityday/

5 June

World Environment Day
www.unep.org/wed/

8 June

World Oceans Day
www.theoceanproject.org/wod

17 June

World Day to Combat Desertification and
Drought
www.un.org/events/desertification/2007/

27 July

Schools Tree Day
www.treeday.planetark.org/

29 July

National Tree Day
www.treeday.planetark.org/

MOVIE: The LORAX
Released in March this year, it is a must-see springboard
for a whole range of ‘environmentally-aware activities’ which
can follow-on from the movie.
“Way back in the days when the grass was
still green and the pond was still wet and
the clouds were still clean …”
This is a story that gives hope to
generations that we can make a change,
that one voice can make a difference!
Visit the website to find a series of links to:
http://www.theloraxmovie.com/index.php#/splash
‘The Lorax Project’–providing fabulous ideas and activities
based on saving our world’s forests; and
http://origin-www.seussville.com/loraxproject/

‘The Lorax Toolkit’–providing you with a huge
supply of ‘environmentally-friendly’ ideas to use
in the classroom via various blogs.
http://loraxtoolkit.tumblr.com/
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