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Welcome to Term 1
Welcome back to a new school year.
Hopefully you had a fantastic summer
holidays and are now rearing to go!
This is our first electronic only edition.
Please pass it on to other teachers you
think might be interested and get them
to sign up using the email address
below.
This edition includes information
on upcoming PL workshops and
opportunities for students to get
involved in including what SERCUL
and the Phosphorus Awareness
Project have on offer.
We also wrap up another successful
year of Catchments, Corridors and
Coasts and highlight the Rakali and its
decline in our new segment, Did You
Know?
Enjoy Term 1 and see you out in the
catchment somewhere!

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Like SERCUL on Facebook and keep
up-to-date with everything that is
happening in landcare.

SERCUL’s

Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2016

Another successful year of Catchments, Corridors and
Coasts (CCC) has been undertaken by a very enthusiastic
group of 23 participants. CCC was presented by the
Australian Association for Environmental Education WA
Chapter and supported by more than 20 organisations
including SERCUL. A big thanks also to the major
sponsors of this three day workshop including the
Department of Parks and Wildlife - Rivers and Estuaries
Division and the City of Cockburn.

Day one began in the upper catchment with participants being treated to specialised tours
of the Red Hill Waste Facility, the Perth Hills Discovery Centre and Kanyana to name a
few highlights. Day two, spent in the corridor, was very busy with a visit to the Perth Zoo’s
Native Breeding Species Program in the morning and an Indigenous heritage session
along with presentations from several water based groups held during the afternoon at the
stunning Canning River Eco Education Centre.
The coast day was well received, as always, with participants starting the day either
snorkelling or reef walking and finishing off the day with a sundowner.
CCC provides a snapshot of environmental education in WA and gives participants a
chance to network with a range of organisations and like-minded people over the three
days.
CCC will be held again in January 2017.
Go to www.aaeewa.org.au for more information.
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Making the Connections Sustainable Schools WA

—a FREE professional learning workshop
for teachers and school administrators that
explores the ‘Sustainable Schools-WA’ whole
school planning framework for education for
sustainability.
WHEN: Wednesday, 9 March 2016
WHERE: Canning River Eco Education Centre
(CREEC), Wilson

ELECTRONIC
NEWSLETTER
If you would like to receive this
valuable resource straight into
your Inbox early each term, please
email your name and school to
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘Electronic Education
Newsletter’.
Please pass this information
onto your colleagues. The more
environmental educators we have,
the happier our planet will be!

Wrap
Up
2016

To express an interest in this workshop and/
or seek further information, please contact
Howard Flinders by email at: howard.flinders@
education.wa.edu.au

Join the Canning River Eco Education
Centre (CREEC) and the Australian
Association
for
Environmental
Education (AAEE-WA) in celebrating
this international event that is
recognised by more than 300
countries worldwide. The Earth Day
Expo is a whole day excursion for
Years 1-6 filled with fun, interactive
education for sustainability (EfS)
activities presented by environmental
organisations that are passionate
about a sustainable future for our
planet.
Term 1, Week 9, Friday 1 April 2016
$7 per student (inc GST)
Canning River Eco Education Centre
P| 9461 7160
E| creec@canning.wa.gov.au

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
Resources for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels of
nutrients that are causing the growth of
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning
Rivers and associated wetlands. The
project offers opportunities to school
and youth groups including:
• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river
food web.
• Building a Frog Habitat is a must have
incursion if a school is considering
building
a
frog
habitat.
Students learn
about
the
frogs of the
Perth
Region
and listen to
their calls. All
the
essential
elements in constructing a frog habitat
is also covered.
• Go Fish! allows students to learn
about the diversity of fish that live in
our local waterways and what we can
do to protect our native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains allows
students to learn about the links
between drains and pollution through
stencilling drains at school.
• Planting Opportunities allow students
to plant local native species into
rehabilitation sites and learn why this
is important (available Jun–Oct).

• Resource Sheets are available based
around the nutrient issue.
• Nutrient Display explains the problem,
cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful
display.
For further information or to book an
incursion or a display to be set up in your
school please contact:
Amy Krupa on 9458 5664
or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Resources for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project (PAP) and SERCUL have a number of
initiatives and resources to help teachers with environmental, and specifically
catchment education in the classroom. See attached flier for further information.
Canoeing on the Canning –
Professional Learning Day for Teachers
will be held again this year in Spring.
This will be the twelfth year this popular
PL has been held. By canoeing on
the river you will experience first hand
the Canning River ecosystem and its
associated problems. Keep an eye
out for the Term 2 and 3 Catchment
Education Newsletters for more details
and registration information for this PL
opportunity.

Planting Opportunities during winter
and spring months. This is a great
opportunity to get students involved
in onground action that has wonderful
benefits for the environment, the
students and the local community. The
PAP have local native plants available
that can be planted in bushland or
wetland areas on your school grounds.
If you don’t have a bushland or wetland
then we will connect you with a local
‘Friends of Group’ to plant in bushland or
waterway areas. We will be putting out a
call of interest in Term 2 to get involved
in these opportunities.

Catchment
Incursions
and
Excursions: The PAP have some
exciting incursions/excursions on
offer. Our most popular incursions
include:
• Bush Tucker! (K – 12)
• Building a Frog Habitat (K – 12)
• Turtle-ology! (1 – 6)
• Algae Busters - Catchment Story
(K – 4)
• River Food Web (5 – 12)
• Life Cycles: Frogs, Mistletoe
Bird, Dragonflies or Mosquitoes
(1 – 12)
All incursions have a science focus
and have been developed to meet
the requirements of the WA Science
Curriculum. A teacher
pack of information and
resource sheets will be
left for the class after
the incursion and best
of all, they are all free!
The SERCUL Website has an
education
section
containing
a
wealth
of
information.
Go to www.sercul.org.au/edu.html
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The Mozzie Wise Program was launched in late 2015 and we are now seeking schools
to help us trial a new incursion, Being Mozzie Wise. The incursion is suitable for Kindy
- Year 12 and involves interactive activities where students learn about mosquitoes, their
lifecycle, their role in the food chain, where they breed, how to stop them breeding at
home and at school and how to protect themselves from mosquitoes. Teachers will also
receive a ‘Mozzie Wise: A Teacher’s Guide to Mosquito Education’ booklet for their
year level.
To find out more or to make a booking, contact:
SERCUL – Amy Krupa
E| amykrupa@sercul.org.au
P| 9458 5664

OUR LOCAL HEROES

There are plenty of great organisations providing opportunities which
allow us all to be a local hero for our environment. Below are some
great opportunities which you may like to investigate for your school.
Bookings are now open for 2016
for Rio Tinto Earth Assist
An exciting Conservation Volunteers (Sustainable Schools
WA Alliance) program that aims to educate and engage
students by encouraging them to volunteer within the
natural environment. The program encourages students to get their hands dirty by actively
volunteering on real conservation projects, thereby helping to make a difference to the
local environment.
The program is separated into two categories:
Community Service Program (Secondary and Primary) – where students can head out
to a conservation site or engage in projects within their school grounds. Students can
complete various activities to the betterment of their community and the environment
as part of the school’s community service program; and
Endorsed Program – the WA School Curriculum and Standards Authority has recently
endorsed the Biodiversity Program, which entails the completion of a work-book
couple with 55 hours of community service.

•
•

If you would like more information check out our RTEA website at www.earthassist.org.
au, or contact:
E| info@earthassist.org.au
P| 08 9335 2777

Sustainable Schools WA
Sustainable Schools WA is a whole-school planning framework for Education for
Sustainability (EfS) that has been developed ‘by schools, for schools’ in conjunction with
a broad range of organisations, including SERCUL, that provide support for schools within
this critical context for teaching and learning. Sustainable Schools WA has informed the
development of the Australian Curriculum cross curriculum priority of sustainability allowing
schools to implement significant components of the Western Australian Curriculum.
The Sustainable Schools framework can assist schools to broaden their
respective EfS activity in support of a ‘culture of sustainability’ becoming
established within school communities. The initiative supports:
•

curriculum development/implementation;

•

meaningful, action-based learning tasks for students and teachers;

•

access to a range of resources and an expanding support network;

•

opportunities to save money through effective resource management;

•

promotion of schools’ EfS activities;

•

community partnerships; and

•

professional learning and networking opportunities.

If your school is interested in participating in Sustainable Schools WA, please contact
Howard Flinders, Project Manager, Sustainability on email howard.flinders@education.
wa.edu.au or phone 9402 6259.

CREEC offers a number of K-Y12
programs which allows students
to learn about the local natural
environment in interactive ways.
Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Creatures of the Deep
Explore
a
whole
world
of
biodiversity
beneath the water!
Students use water
sampling methods
to investigate the
diversity of aquatic life.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison study
of water quality
Did you know
salt water can
travel upstream?
Get
hands
on
with
scientific
equipment
and
monitor
water
quality in a riverine habitat.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Djarlgarra Yarning F – 12
‘Canning River Stories’
The Noongar people’s strong connection
with rivers and the surrounding
landscape forms the basis for much of
their culture, spirituality, and identity.
Follow the footsteps of the Noongar
people to experience first-hand how
the resources provided by the land and
water were traditionally used and how
the seasons dictated their availability
and sustainable use.
Term 1, Wk 10, April 4, 5, 6
9.30 am – 11.30 am or 12 pm – 2 pm
$9 per student (inc. GST) (2 hours)

Our Local Heroes

Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the Perth Region who
are doing great things for the environment.
We are always looking for schools to show case and inspire others.
If you would like to share your school’s achievements
please contact Amy on 9458 5664.

Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
creec@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

SERCUL is a proud member of the:

For further information please
contact:

Sustainable Schools WA Alliance

Amy Krupa
Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
(WA CHAPTER)

Important Dates – Term 1, 2016
2 February

World Wetlands Day - Wetlands for our Future
www.environment.gov.au/water/wetlands/worldwetlands-day

4 March

Schools Clean Up Day
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/about-theevent/clean-up-for-schools

P| 9458 5664
W| www.sercul.org.au
69 Horley Road, Beckenham, WA

Clean Up the River - Interactive Game
Clean Up Australia has a fantastic game that can be played in the
lead up to Schools Clean Up Day which will be held on the 4th
March 2016 - Clean Up the River: An Interactive Recycling Game
for Primary School Students.
The game is:
Curriculum-based

6 March

Clean Up Australia Day
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/about-theevent/clean-up-australia-day

6 – 12 March

Groundwater Awareness Week
www.ngwa.org/events-education/awareness/
pages/default.aspx

19 March

Earth Hour
http://www.earthhour.org/

Simply go to http://cleanup.noco2.com.au/ and choose your State/
Territory and year level.

22 March

World Water Day
www.unwater.org/worldwaterday/

If you are hosting a Schools Clean Up Day event then check out
the Schools Clean Up Curriculum Toolkit.

1 April

Earth Day Expo
www.aaeewa.org.au/events.html

22 April

Earth Day
www.earthday.org/

Teachers can download FREE lesson plans, digital worksheets
and a host of other resources to teach lessons that will last a
lifetime. See more at: http://www.cleanup.org.au/au/LiveGreener/
schools-curriculum-toolkit.html

Easy for teachers to use
Fun for students
Free

Did You Know?

The Rakali or Australian water rat is a secretive native rodent that is perfectly adapted to the aquatic
environment and can be found near fresh or brackish permanent waterbodies and coastal beaches.
Rakali are common and widespread throughout Australia, but have suffered localised declines in Western
Australia, in particular the Wheatbelt, due to habitat loss and degradation, drying climate, salinisation and
predation by introduced predators. There is anecdotal evidence of localised declines and extinctions in the
Perth Metropolitan Region also.
The main reported cause of rakali deaths was attributed to drowning in box or opera-house style traps
used to catch freshwater crayfish (in particular marron). These crayfish traps, which are illegal to use for
recreational marron fishing, were also one of the main threats identified by survey participants. Predation
by foxes and cats, habitat degradation and changes in hydrology were also identified as important threats.
WWF-Australia, in partnership with the Western Australian Department of Parks and Wildlife, conducted a widely publicised
community survey collecting sighting reports of rakali in Western Australia, in particular from the southwest of the state during 20142015. To read the full report, Rakali Community Survey 2014-2015, go to:
http://www.wwf.org.au/news_resources/?15340/New-citizen-science-report-sheds-light-on-elusive-Australian-water-rat-in-WA

