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Our beautiful Congratulations
river is getting
better
thanks
Shelley
Primary
Schoolto your help
Congratulations Shelley Primary School

[Keating]

Feeding Frenzy on the Canning River
[Keating]

Sallie Bryant

We are grateful to our Vice President for this magnificent photo of a group of Avocets wading on the shallow
sand spit at Beatrice Avenue. They are easily identified by their chestnut coloured head and neck. They also
have an upcurved black bill with which they scoop and probe the shallows when feeding. We are able to admire the many waders which frequent this part of our foreshore only because of the hard work of CRREPA
members and other volunteers who developed and protected the habitat eight years ago. See page 5 for
more information on the transformation of this beautiful area adjoining the Shelley Beach Park.

Please join us for your

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Welcome Merise Hocking City of Canning
Parks Conservation Officer See page 4

Thursday, 23rd May 2013 6:50 for 7:00pm
Canning River Eco Education Centre
Kent Street Weir

Guest Speaker: Matt Grimbly
Canning River Restoration Officer
Bird Canning (page 7) SERCUL
RSVP: For catering purposes phone 9457 0775
by 17th May or E-mail joanandbri@bigpond.com
Anyone in need of transport phone 9354 7591
[Keating]
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The President’s Notes
Those members who attended our end of year get together in the Shelley Beach Park had a very enjoyable occasion. I
wish to thank the Committee members for their excellent organisation which ensured we all had an opportunity to meet
other members and share drinks and food in such a magnificent riverside location as shown below.
Earlier in December we had another combined groups activity to complete the spreading of the storm debris mulch
which had been collected from the foreshore and piled up at our Eucalypts site near Shelley Bridge. The hour’s hard
labour was rewarded by a pleasant coffee break on the foreshore. (See the photographs of those working hard below).
In February Diane Matthews and I met two Main Roads Department engineers at Shelley Bridge to inform them of our
concerns that the proposed bridge widening may harm the fringing vegetation and wildlife habitats. They agreed to
keep us informed as the design was developed, with a view to reducing the impact of the bridge building and road embankment construction.
At our annual coordination meeting with City of Canning we suggested that two more storm water drains be modified in
Rossmoyne. The new City Parks Conservation officer Merise Hocking, has prepared the submission for SRT Riverbank funding to do this. We also requested that the foreshore erosion near Linkwater Street in Shelley be repaired.
The City Coordinator of Environment and Conservation, Kathleen Ridgwell, has advised us that work on the erosion
sites at Modillion and Beryl Avenue are still held up by the Aboriginal Heritage Protocol Trial. The Swan River Trust has
advised that the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs should make his decision in May this year. The Interpretive Signage Trail
is also on hold for this reason. The City has secured a Lotterywest grant of $37,000 to enable the project to proceed
when approval is granted.
The details for the CRREPA AGM to be held at CREEC on the 23rd May are published on the cover. Members please
show your support by attending and consider nominating to join the Committee. Fresh faces and ideas are welcome. If
you have a neighbour or a friend interested in joining CRREPA please bring them along. Our guest speaker Matt Grimbly, who is experienced in Canning River restoration projects, will show you what valuable work is being done for us.

CRREPA COMMITTEE 2012 - 2013
President
Secretary

Ken Keesing
Vacant
Grecian Sandwell
Brian Munro
Liz Moore

Vice President Sallie Bryant
Treasurer
Colma Keating
Joan Munro
Roslyn Bartholomaeus

Members please contact us by phone or use our new email or postal addresses
CRREPA@gmail.com or PO Box 3079 Shelley 6148
The new watering
horse , many thanks to
Andre and Chris Milan

Weeding at Pleasant Place

Our December Get Together

Mulch spreading at Shelley Bridge
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Extract from CRREPA Report for SERCUL AGM
2012 -Grecian Sandwell & Colma Keating
Our weekly hands-on sessions along the foreshore have been
well attended as has our annual potting up at the City plant
nursery. Our membership has grown to 115 (including families).
As with most groups CRREPA has a small core of regular volunteers. Our larger events attract 30-35 members.

Canning River Eco Education Centre
Aim: To increase awareness and understanding of
the Canning River and Regional Park through
education programs and activities.

It is a continuing credit to the CRREPA volunteers and our likeminded colleagues at City of Canning, SERCUL, UBC and SRT
that after 18 years the stretch from Bullcreek to Central Avenue
in Rossmoyne has been returned to natural vegetation with just
a few spots to be planted up. All other sites are progressing well
and we hope that by next summer another three areas will need
no further attention.
Our efforts are naturally assisted with the continual spread of
sedges as a result of the maintenance by the CCC Bushcrew of
the buffer strip between sedge banks and grassed areas. In
some areas, the constant high tides have also helped by killing
off weedy couch and promoting the growth and spread of native
marine couch, Halosarcia and Suaeda.

It is situated at Kent Street Weir, Wilson
and is open Monday to Saturday.
Education Officer: Hayley Bullimore
Administration: Tracy Lyon &
Noeleen Edwards
E-mail:creec@canning.wa.gov.au Ph: 9461 7160
www.canning.wa.gov.au/creec

A message for aquarium owners and all interested in the health of our wetlands:
“Look out for Amazon frogbit!”
In January 2013, a new weed, Limnobium laevigatum (commonly known as Amazon frogbit or South American sponge
plant) was found in the Liege Street Wetlands in Cannington. The arrival of this plant into a Perth wetland/waterway has
sparked serious concern as to how these aquarium plants are increasingly appearing in Perth’s natural waterways.

Amazon frogbit

Staff members of the South East Regional Centre for
Urban Landcare (SERCUL) have noticed an increase
in invasive aquarium plants being found in the waterways and wetlands surrounding Perth.
Many potentially serious invasive weeds are sold as
aquarium and pond plants and it appears that they
may be being disposed of by residents, either directly
into our waterways, or indirectly through the storm water drainage system, which leads to natural wetlands
and waterways.
These weeds have the potential to overtake rivers,
creeks and wetlands and cause detrimental effects to
existing wildlife and flora. The cost and effort required
to eradicate this new weed is significant. CRREPA
members, the community and all waterway workers
need to be extra vigilant when inspecting nearby waterways and wetlands. Please report any signs of
Photo: SERCUL this invasive weed to SERCUL.

This article was adapted from the SERCUL Newsletter Issue15, by CRREPA member Liz Moore.
SERCUL is the umbrella organisation supporting environmental education and activities of voluntary groups and local
governments in this region. SERCUL supports CRREPA by printing membership brochures and hosting our Newsletter in
full colour on their website. Recently SERCUL was instrumental in having the Swan River Trust (through consultation with
local representatives) produce a Bull Creek Catchment Water Quality Improvement Plan which is being implemented this
year. The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare is at 69 Horley Road, Beckenham. Phone 9458 5664.
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City of Canning New Parks Conservation Officer
Welcome Merise Hocking
Merise was recently appointed to the Parks and Gardens staff at the City of Canning and is already working on projects
to improve our environment. CRREPA has provided a letter of support for the City’s application for funding from the
Swan River Trust Riverbank Program, to convert two storm water drains in Rossmoyne into filtration swales.
Merise has kindly provided the following information about herself and is keen to meet CRREPA members at the AGM
in May. She refers to our 2005 planting area (see the article on page 5).
“I grew up near Shelley Primary School so I am aware of the area at the end of Beatrice you are talking about. You have
done an amazing job. I look forward to working with your group in the future.
My background is in native botanical surveying and I have an Honours degree in Conservation Biology & Management
from UWA. My role at the City of Canning is Parks Conservation Officer. In summary, this role will see me overseeing
the works of the Natural Area Team, organising the day to day operations of the City’s conservation areas, processing
grant applications for conservation works, and providing conservation advice and assistance to various stakeholders.”

Puzzles for young and old provided by Joan Munro
Can you find four types of trees which have
seeds that cockatoos like to eat?

After storm 2009

High tide 2009

[Photos Ken
Keesing]
Restoration
work
2010

Please check your mailing label on the front page.
If the word “Expired ” appears, your subscription is DUE NOW.

CRREPA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
Please detach and return this form (with your subscription) either:
By DIRECT CREDIT
BSB: 806015
Account No: 1528154
Account Name: CRREPA
Reference: YOUR NAME

OR

by POST
CRREPA Treasurer
OR
PO Box 3079 Shelley 6148

by HAND
CRREPA Treasurer
187b Riverton Drive Shelley

I/we __________________________ ________________ & ______________________________________________
(Family name)
(First names of members)
wish to renew our membership for:
1 year (to 31 March 2014
$5.50 (single / family)
$2.20 (student)
(Circle appropriate section)
5 years (to 31 March 2018) $20.00 (single / family)
$10.00 (student)
_______________________________ __________________2011
(Signature)
(Date)

$___________
(Amount enclosed) e

(E-mail) __________________________________________________
Please circle if you are interested in RECORDING, SEED COLLECTION, REVEGETATION, BIRD SURVEY
or COMMITTEE activities. About 1-2 hours per month. ANY HELP IS APPRECIATED.
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The Beatrice Avenue Fenced Site
A great success story
Grecian Sandwell
In July 2004 CRREPA successfully applied for a SALP (Swan Alcoa Landcare
Program) grant to protect an important and unusual bird resting and feeding
site along the Canning River. It is the only site along the southern bank of the
Canning River between Shelley Bridge and Bull Creek that at low tide provides
an extensive, exposed area attractive to birds at some distance from pedestrian thoroughfare.
The three main aims of the project were to fence off the site to highlight the
area and curb intrusion by people and dogs, to revegetate and increase the
width of the sedge bank and thus natural habitat and to raise community understanding of the importance of such refuges and how humans and their pets 2004
impact on them.
On Friday, June 17 2005, 16 adult volunteers were joined by 59 students from
Riverton Queen of Apostles School to plant 872 sedges at the site. Within two
days vandals had uprooted most of the seedlings and thrown them into the
main drain. CRREPA members borrowed a long handled scoop net, retrieved
and replanted most seedlings.
For the following five years the site had more plants added and has been
regularly weeded until it reached that much anticipated stage where it can
“look after itself”.

2009

2005

The site is the sand spit at Beatrice Avenue

NOW In 2013 the exposed sand spit is a birdwatchers’ delight and rarely are the birds disturbed by intruders.
The sedge banks are extensive and together
with the protected spit provide important habitat for at least 29 species of water birds as
well as many land birds seen in the fenced
area.
This site featured in the 2013 National Shorebird Count by CRREPA member, Colma
Keating. It is also now considered an important over summering site for Caspian Terns.
The recent cover page photo taken by Sallie
Bryant of six Avocets at the site is further testament to the success of this project. Thanks
to all those who contributed.

YOUR RIVER NEEDS YOU - JOIN IN TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Contact Grecian on 9354 9734 or grecian@iinet.net.au to be part of the enjoyment of making a difference

Join FREE Bird Walks
On the

Canning Foreshore hosted by CRREPA
**66 species recorded, including 29 waterbirds, 5 raptors
Book with Grecian: 9354 9734
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Japanese Tea Ceremony
Sally and Bill Lambe were delighted to host a Japanese Tea Ceremony at their home in Shelley earlier this year. Eleven CRREPA members attended the ceremony which was conducted for us by
Chika Fujiwara, an English and Japanese language teacher on exchange from Japan for one year.
CRREPA members met Chika when she came to help at some of the working bees along the foreshore.

After

Chika in a traditional Japanese kimono
performs the tea Ceremony

The tea ceremony was not just about drinking
tea, but rather a unique ceremonial experience. Chika came traditionally dressed in a
beautiful kimono and used special traditional
tools and utensils on loan from the Japanese
Consulate in Perth.
The tearoom space is deliberately kept simple and the conduct of the tea-making, the precise movements
of which are practised and perfected over many years, has a meditative effect. Thus guests and hosts can
leave their everyday worries outside and contemplate the quiet serenity of tea. Chika, in consideration of
the fact that not all westerners like green tea, also provided some green tea ‘cakes’ and green tea icecream!
The ceremony generated lots of interest and discussion. We were all very grateful to Chika for generously
giving her time. It was a lovely way to learn a little about Japanese culture.
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An Alternative Method of Foreshore Rehabilitation
Though extremely late in the season, CRREPA accepted an
offer from the South East Centre for Urban Landcare (SERCUL)
of jute matting and 380 seedlings to extend our rehabilitation
work opposite Rob Bruce Park. Two of the main benefits of jute
matting is that it suppresses weeds and helps retain moisture.
The process for laying, securing and planting into the matting is
laborious and much more labour intensive than normal planting.
A few weeks before planting, the area was sprayed by the City
of Canning to kill weeds and couch grass. On the day, the 10th
of October, one of the first actions was to apply wettasoil to the
whole area to reduce water repellence.
CRREPA is very grateful to SERCUL for the matting, plants,
advice and help on the day from Amy & Brett, to the City's
Bushcrew for weed spraying and help on the day from Clinton
and Jordan and to CRREPA members for planning, coordinating, collecting plants and help on the day from Dick, Andre,
Chris, Roslyn, Ken and Grecian.

Planting into jute matting at the Rob Bruce site

Our thanks to Rosalie Spencer for contributing these beautiful images of Bull Creek

The view from the Margot Ross Platform

The view from Wilber Street Jetty

Bull Creek Catchment Water Quality Improvement Plan
This Year CRREPA will be involved in the initial implementation of this very important program designed to improve
the quality of water entering the river. Through our revegetation and education activities we can raise community
awareness of the connection between the urban drainage system and the river. An excellent example of this is the article on the escape of Amazon frogbit aquarium weed into the river (see page 3).
We can provide residents with information on the efficient use of fertilizer to reduce nutrient input and continue our plan
to modify more pipe drains. (Currently we have done only 3 of the 30+ on the Shelley-Rossmoyne foreshore). Later
this year CRREPA will a have community education display at the Rossmoyne Shopping Centre. Members are requested to support this and recommend that your neighbours and friends look at it and speak to the Committee members at the display about your concerns on foreshore matters.

Having a party?
CRREPA’s 30 wine
glasses are available for
$10 hire

#####################
Our special thanks to the
City of Canning
for their assistance with
the cost of the printing of
our CRREPA Newsletter.
#####################

We are very grateful for
the support provided
by SERCUL.
To see your CRREPA
Newsletter in COLOUR
view or download it
from their website.
www.sercul.org.au/
crrepa.html

Book from 9354 9734

Your local Canning River Residents Environment Protection Association
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There is no greater recreation than
walking or cycling around our beautiful
foreshore. Have you been lucky
enough to see the spectacle of feeding
frenzies occurring up and down the
Canning River lately?
Last September and October they
were occurring almost on a daily basis
with 20 to 30 pelicans and about 600
cormorants as well as attendant seagulls, terns and sometimes dolphins.
[C O’Neill]

CRREPA is proud that our State emblem
bird breeds happily on our foreshore.
Please do not allow your children to feed
our water birds. It is bad for their health.

Black Swan rests happily on a “Convict Fence” post

Photographed below are pelicans on
Salter Point, a few silver gulls and just
a portion of the small black cormorants
getting ready to chase and feast on
fish. How many can you count?

[C O’Neill]

Eastern Great Egret

Osprey

White Faced Heron

Photos by C Keating

Your local Canning River Residents Environment Protection Association
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