
After 17 years as the Phosphorus Awareness Project 
Coordinator then the SERCUL Education and Promotion 
Manager I have moved into a new role at SERCUL as the Chief 
Executive Officer.  This new role is very exciting and will bring 
new challenges but education will always be a big part of whatever 
I do.  I will still help coordinate Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 
and the Science Week Expo but the day to day running of the 
Education Programs at SERCUL will now be coordinated by 
Natasha Bowden, SERCUL’s new Education and Promotion 
Manager.  Natasha has been working at SERCUL as a casual 
Environmental Education Officer for a couple of years and is no 
stranger to waterway education through many years working 
at the Cockburn Wetlands Education Centre.  The Phosphorus 
Awareness Project will continue as normal but now you will have a 
new person to contact about any incursion or excursion bookings.  
Natasha can be contacted on 9458 5664 or natashabowden@
sercul.org.au.
Thanks to all the wonderful teachers, educators and students that 
I have worked with over the years who have supported me and 
the SERCUL programs.  You are now in the very capable hands of 
Natasha but I am sure you will still see me around the catchment!
Amy Krupa
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If you would like to receive this 
valuable resource straight into 
your Inbox early each term, please 
go to www.sercul.org.au/signup/ 
and subscribe to the Education 
Newsletter. 

Please pass this information 
onto your colleagues. The more 
environmental educators we have, 
the happier our planet will be!
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Welcome to Term 2
Welcome to Term 2 and to my last 
edition as the SERCUL Education 
and Promotion Manager.  The article 
on this page explains about all the 
exciting changes at SERCUL.

In this edition we have a frog focus 
with an article about how to set up 
Frog Friendly Gardens in your school, 
information about a new Frog ID 
project and app and we look at the 
frogs of the Perth Region in the ‘Did 
You Know?’ section.

We also highlight upcoming teacher PD 
opportunities, planting opportunities 
to get your students involved in and 
free incursions for schools in the City 
of Swan.

Natasha Bowden will be writing the 
next newsletter and will be your main 
contact for education at SERCUL from 
now on.

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
 

Like SERCUL on Facebook and keep 
up-to-date with everything that is 

happening in landcare. 

CREEC What’s Happening in Term 2?

South East Sustainable 
Schools Network Meeting

Tuesday 29 May 2018 
3.45pm – 5.30pm

Neerigen Brook Primary School

Join like-minded educators and hear 
from artist and biodiversity educator, 
Angela Rossen. Angela works with 
scientists to engage children with the 
wonder of the natural world. Come 
and discover the fabulous zoo of tiny 
creatures you can find in your own leaf 
litter or compost. 

You will also join a guided tour of 
Neerigen Brook Primary School to 
see how they are achieving great 
sustainability outcomes. Finally, Stacey 
Smithers from Jarrahdale Primary 
School will share the experiences of 
reducing waste through the school’s 
Earth Aware program.

All details and registrations here.

Djarlgarra Yarning - Canning 
River Stories for Teachers

Wednesday 30 May 2018 
3.30pm to 5.30pm

This is a valuable 
opportunity to hear 
from an experienced 
Aboriginal Educator 
about the importance 
of the Swan-Canning 
River to the Noongar 
people. Valuable 
resources and 
curriculum links 
provided.

Primary and Secondary teachers welcome. 
Cost: $20 pp

Venue: Canning River Eco Education 
Centre, Kent St & Queens Park Rd, Wilson

To book please contact CREEC on 9461 
7160 or email creec@canning.wa.gov.au

Times are a Changing at SERCUL! 

http://www.sercul.org.au/signup/
https://www.facebook.com/SERCUL1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-wonder-of-soil-se-sustainable-schools-network-meeting-tickets-45186935340
mailto:creec%40canning.wa.gov.au?subject=


Phosphorus Awareness 
Project 

Resources for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project 
is concerned about the high levels of 
nutrients that are causing the growth of 
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning 
Rivers and associated wetlands. The 
project offers opportunities to school 
and youth groups including:

• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive, 
fun programs where students learn 
about catchments, nutrients and algae 
through a catchment story or river 
food web.

• Building a Frog Habitat is a must have 
incursion if a school is considering 
building a 
frog habitat.  
Students learn 
about the 
frogs of the 
Perth Region 
and listen to 
their calls. All 
the essential 
elements in constructing a frog habitat 
is also covered.

• Go Fish! allows students to learn 
about the diversity of fish that live in 
our local waterways and what we can 
do to protect our native fish.

• Clean Drains River Gains allows  
students to learn about the links 
between drains and pollution through 
stencilling drains at school.

• Planting Opportunities allow students 
to plant local native species into 
rehabilitation sites and learn why this 
is important (available Jun–Oct).

• Resource Sheets are available based 
around the nutrient issue.

• Nutrient Display explains the problem, 
cause and solution to nutrients and 
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful 
display.

For further information or to book an 
incursion or a display to be set up in your 

school please contact: 
Amy Krupa on 9458 5664 

or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

Algae Busters Page

City of Swan Teachers - Free Incursions in Term 2, 
Last Chance!

Due to an extension of the Phosphorus Awareness Project into the Bennett Brook/
Saint Leonards Creek Catchment schools in the City of Swan can access FREE 

incursions in Term 2. All of the incursions are linked to the curriculum and teach 
students how to look after our waterways, such as Bennett Brook, or about the animals 

and plants that live in our waterways. The ‘Being Mozzie Wise’ incursion is a great one if 
you are covering lifecycles, the ‘River Food Web’ incursion covers food chains and webs 

and the impact that people have on them and the ‘Algae Busters - Catchment Story’ 
incursion looks at how we impact on our river systems and how we can look after them. 

To find out what incursions can be presented click here. 

These incursions can be presented at any time suitable for your school in Term 2. There is 
a limit of four incursions per school so book in now to avoid disappointment by contacting 
Amy on 9458 5664 or amykrupa@sercul.org.au.

At SERCUL we have a number of sites available where 
students can participate in a hands-on educational hour, 
half day or full day, depending on the time you have 
available. Not only will students be improving their local 
community but they will learn about the benefits of planting 
local native species including increasing the biodiversity of the 
area, creating habitat for native animals, helping to combat 
climate change and air pollution and improving the health of 
rivers and wetlands.
To get your class involved in a planting session, either at a local 
site, or a bushland or wetland area on your school grounds 
please contact: 

Amy on 9458 5664 or amykrupa@sercul.org.au
This year we have a limited number of bush tucker species available so if you are 
considering putting in a bush tucker garden at your school contact us now so we can 
donate some to your school! We can also help construct frog ponds/bogs in the school 
grounds and can donate plants for these habitat areas. This planting could coincide with 
a special day such as Arbor Day or Schools Tree Day (27 July). You can also organise a 
planting event at any time convenient to your class. All plants, equipment and fun provided.

It will be first in best dressed!

Planting Season
It’s time to get dirty and help our environment!

mailto:amykrupa%40sercul.org.au?subject=
http://www.sercul.org.au/for-educators/incursions-and-excursions/
mailto:amykrupa%40sercul.org.au?subject=Bennett%20Brook%20Incursion%20Enquiry
mailto:amykrupa%40sercul.org.au?subject=Planting


CREEC offers a number of K-Yr 12 
programs which allows students 
to learn about the local natural 

environment in interactive ways.

Early Childhood
Bush Detective

Many of our native animals are very 
secretive and can be difficult to find. 
Students use puzzles and examples of 
animal evidence such as skulls, feathers 
and nests to investigate what lives in 
and around the Canning River Regional 
Park. Students apply their detective 
skills on a nature walk and record their 
observations by making a model of their 
own to take home.

$7 per student (1.5 hours)

Middle Childhood
Weir-d Science

The Kent Street 
Weir on the 
Canning River 
provides a 
unique location 
to compare 
two river 
e c o s y s t e m s . 
Students have the opportunity to 
investigate the role of the Weir, how it has 
altered the river system and how plants 
and animals have adapted to changes in 
the physical environment.

$7 per student (1.5 hrs)

Early Adolescence
Rivers at Risk

Students are 
introduced to 
natural and 
e c o l o g i c a l 
h a z a r d s 
associated with 
river systems 
within an urban 
catchment such as drought, introduced 
species and eutrophication.

$7 per student (1.5 hrs)

Algae Busters Page

 

Contact CREEC on 9461 7160 or  
creec@canning.wa.gov.au 

to book your excursion now!

Frog Friendly Gardens 
- how to attract frogs to your school garden. 

Frogs are an environmental indicator that tell us how 
healthy our environment is. Having frogs in our school 
gardens is a great way to teach students about pollution 
issues and also about local biodiversity. Setting up a 
frog friendly garden is relatively easy, we can even 
come out to your school and help you to set one up 
with your students and can donate plants for the frog 
garden.

Things to consider when setting up a frog friendly garden are:

►SHADE – especially during summer (can use shade cloth until shade established).

►LIGHT – make sure there is enough light in winter for algae to grow as this is the main 
food source for tadpoles. Azolla is another local plant that grows on water that tadpoles 
can feed on.  Boiled lettuce can be used if no other alternative is available.

►~300mm DEPTH FOR PONDS (can be 
shallower but need water added in summer to 
maintain) - variance of depth is essential and can 
be created by adding soil into the pond, stones, 
logs, and even blocks of cement can be used to 
create gentle sloping sides and shallow areas. 
Pond liner is the best medium to make a pond as 
it is flexible and different depths can be achieved 
easily. If using cement to make the pond use a 
cement sealer to prevent lime from leaching from 
the cement. 

►BOG - a boggy area is essential to attract ground frogs to your garden. Dig a trench 
around your pond, line it with black plastic and then fill the trench with the soil just dug out.  
Once it starts raining this area will be boggy, perfect for ground frogs.

►HABITAT - use rocks, wood planks, logs/tree branches in and around your boggy area 
or pond for shelter and hiding places for frogs and other water animals. Large poly pipe 
tubes work well in boggy areas and half buried in the sand around the garden.  

►LEAF LITTER/MULCH - acts as a good surface on the immediate edge of the pond.  

►PLANT SEDGES, REEDS AND RUSHES - around the edges and some inside the 
pond. These plants act as the biological filter of the water. This is natures way of purifying 
and oxygenating the wetland system. They function like the kidneys of the wetland.  It is 
best to use local plants for this purpose as these are best suited to our climate and soil 
conditions.

►LOCAL NATIVE PLANTS - are preferred for areas in and around frog ponds but not 
entirely essential.  Some non-native plant species do provide good frog habitat but often 
do not attract the insects that will keep the frogs returning to your garden.  

►FLOATING PLANTS AND SUBMERGED PLANTS - provide a good area for algae 
to build up thus providing a food source for tadpoles. Native Azolla filiculoides or Azolla 
pinnata provides a good food source and shade for tadpoles. 

►MOSQUITO CONTROL - mosquitoes can be a 
major problem around water gardens. Native fish, such 
as Western Pygmy Perch, are a simple answer to this 
problem. They are small, low maintenance and need no 
feeding at all.  They cause no detrimental effects to the 
frog spawn or tadpoles. Do not use Goldfish, Mosquito 
Fish (Eastern Gambusia), Koi or any other non native 
fish species as they will eat the frog spawn, tadpoles 
and other invertebrates that your pond needs to stay healthy.

There is further information about setting up frog friendly gardens and the frog species 
that are found around Perth on the SERCUL website. Go to the Perth Frogs Information 
Sheets section on our Publications page. 

mailto:creec%40canning.wa.gov.au?subject=CREEC%20Excursions
http://www.sercul.org.au/publications/


FrogID Project
FrogID is a national citizen science 
project that is helping us learn more 
about what is happening to Australia’s 
frogs. All around the country, people 
are recording frog calls with nothing 
more than a smartphone.

Australia has over 240 known species 
of frog, almost all of which are found 
nowhere else in the world. Some 
species are flourishing, like the Striped 
Marsh Frog. But others have declined 
dramatically since the 1980s, and four have become extinct.

With the data obtained through FrogID we are able to track the 
Cane Toad and identify where frogs are thriving and where they 
aren’t. And by matching calls to weather and habitat, we are 
learning more about how different frog species are responding to a 
changing environment.

Download the FrogID app, create a FrogID account, find, 
record and help validate your frog calls - 

www.frogid.net.au/get-involved#record_steps

Algae Busters Page

The SERCUL Educators wish 
to thank our major sponsor.

For further information please 
contact:  

 
Amy Krupa

Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au

P| 9458 5664 
W| www.sercul.org.au

1 Horley Road, Beckenham, WA

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

(WA CHAPTER)

SERCUL is a proud member of:

Important Dates – Term 2, 2018
30 Apr First Day of Term 2
6-12 May International Composting Awareness Week 

http://www.compostweek.com.au/core/

12 May World Migratory Bird Day 
http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/

21-27 May National Volunteer Week 
https://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/

23 May World Turtle Day 
https://www.worldturtleday.org/

27 May-3 Jun National Reconciliation Week 
http://www.reconciliation.org.au/
national-reconciliation-week/

5 Jun World Environment Day 
http://www.un.org/en/events/environmentday/

8 Jun World Oceans Day 
http://www.un.org/en/events/oceansday/

29 Jun Last Day of Term 2
27 Jul Schools Tree Day 

https://treeday.planetark.org/schools/index.cfm

Did You Know?
There are 16 species of frogs in the Perth Region. There are two families of frogs that are represented, 

the tree frogs (Hylidae) and ground frogs (Myobatrachidae).
The tree frogs or climbers eg. Motorbike Frog (Litoria moorei) have long legs and expanded discs on each digit. 
These discs allow the frogs to grip onto smooth surfaces. The ground frogs include the burrowers (eg. Moaning 
Frog and Western Spotted Frog) and the ground living frogs (Crinia species). The burrowers have short strong legs 
that are used as shovels for digging. They do not have finger and toe pads. The ground living frogs are generally 
small with short limbs and fingers and toes that are long and unwebbed.
The Darling Scarp, to the east of Perth, forms a barrier between the habitats of the Swan Coastal Plain and those 
of the Darling Range and Plateau above the scarp. These areas support two, almost entirely distinct frog faunas. 
However, some mixing of the faunas occurs along the major valley systems such as the Avon and Serpentine. 
This mixing results in especially rich frog faunas in suburbs such as Kelmscott, Guildford and West Swan.
Most of our local frogs seek water to breed. However, at other times of the year, they will move long distances from water in search 
of food. During these times, frogs can be found in home gardens far from any waterway. One species found around Perth, the Turtle 
Frog (Myobatrachus gouldi), spends its entire life away from water bodies. This most ‘unfroglike’ frog produces offspring through ‘direct 

development’ – the frogs emerge direct from the large eggs having missed the free-swimming tadpole stage entirely!
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