Stop Dieback
Framework to Assist Dieback
Management for Local
Government in Development
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A new tool is in development to assist Local
Government to increase their capacity, skills
and knowledge to effectively assess their own
Phytophthora Dieback management and
compliance with best management practice.
A partnership project between the Dieback
Working Group (DWG) and the Eastern
Metropolitan Regional Council (EMRC) – with
grant funding through the 2009 Environmental
Community
Grants
program
–
the
Phytophthora
Dieback
Best
Practice
Management Framework for Local Government is being developed to assist Local Governments
through
the
process of assessing and improving their
current Phytophthora dieback management.
The introduced plant pathogen Phytophthora
cinnamomi (cause of Phytophthora dieback
disease) is a major threat to the biodiversity of
the southwest of WA. Whilst various
management
procedures
have
been
developed at the State level, they may not be
used consistently and routinely. As the body
responsible for the management many

Heavily infected bushland area

bushland reserves with high conservation
values, the implementation of effective
dieback management procedures by Local
Government is critical to the long term
sustainability of these areas.
A draft of the Phytophthora Dieback Best
Practice Management Framework has been
developed. Comprising a series of userfriendly questionnaire forms, the Framework
is broken into five parts:
1. Getting Started;
2. Managing Phytophthora Dieback in
Bushland Reserves and Remnant Bushland;
3. Training and Awareness;
4. Phytophthora Dieback Management
within Your Organisation; and
5. Supplementary Information.
Upon completion of the Framework, a report
will be generated which will provide a
summary of the responses, an indication of
the 'health' of the Local Government's
dieback management, any recommendations or appropriate resources to address
any gaps.
The Framework will be trialled within the
City of Armadale and the Shire of
Mundaring. The practical application of the
draft Framework will serve to improve the
tool so it has maximum likelihood of
successful implementation with other Local
Governments.
Following this, the
Framework will be rolled out to relevant
Local Governments in the southwest of WA.
For more information on the draft
Phytophthora Dieback Best Practice Management Framework please contact Brendan Nock, Environmental Consultant on
(08) 9424 2248 or email:
brendan.nock@emrc.org.au

Stop Dieback
New support officer for
Dieback Working Group
The Dieback Working Group (DWG) has a
new face.

The response to date has been positive so
far with Busselton Shire receiving a call daily
for further advice or to book one of their Phytophthora Dieback treatment kits (which includes
syringes,
gloves,
eye
protection, measuring cylinders and a
quantity of the chemical Sprayphos 620).
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Brendan Nock, Environmental Consultant
with the Eastern Metropolitan Regional
Council (EMRC) is a new officer to provide
support to the DWG, a role previously undertaken through Perth Region NRM.

GeoCatch in Busselton has also received
calls for the kit hire and further advice.

Brendan will primarily provide support to the
DWG through tasks such as assisting in the
development and implementation of the
Phytophthora Dieback Best Practice
Management Framework for Local Government; organisation of community dieback
treatment days; writing media releases and
quarterly newsletters; and chairing of the
Dieback Information Group (DIG) organising
committee.

For more information about the BDWG
please contact Julie Williamson
julie@rotherbridge.com.au

His appointment comes from a successful
funding application by the DWG through the
2009 Environmental Community Grants
program.

Busselton Dieback Working
Group
A new working group to stop the ‘biological
bulldozer’ in Busselton has been formed.
The Busselton Dieback Working Group
(BDWG) was formed in 2009 with the aim of
informing local rural land owners about Phytophthora Dieback prevention and treatment
options.
As part of this, the BDWG designed and
printed and distributed 2500 coloured flyers
with funding from sponsors. These targeted
local residents within the Shire of Busselton.

The BDWG now plans to apply for further
funding to hold information and training workshops for interested local residents, Shire
Contractors
and
Earthmoving
personnel.
at

Project for Dieback Eradication
in WA National Parks
In late 2009 the Department of Environment
and Conservation (DEC) was awarded a
$1.61 million dollar State NRM grant to undertake containment/eradication work at the
Fitzgerald River and Cape Arid National
Parks.
A partnership between DEC, South Coast
Natural Resource Management Inc and the
Centre for Phytophthora Science and Management, this project is the first attempt at
eradication of Phytophthora cinnamomi infestations within National Parks in Western Australia.
The project also includes the implementation
of a range of risk reduction activities around
Fitzgerald River, Cape Arid and Lesueur National Parks.
Further, the project will develop a GIS-based
P.T.O.
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Stop Dieback
based decision making tool that will provide
the Phytophthora dieback atlas data online
that can include management information
on specific sites for land managers.
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The project commenced at the beginning of
2010 and will run until March 2011. For
more information of the contact Dr. Chris
Dunne (chris.dunne@dec.wa.gov.au).

efforts of authorities in New Zealand to halt
the spread of Phytophthora Dieback. Dr.
Colquhoun is currently working with researchers from Murdoch University to set
up an ‘internet help chain’ through which to
easily exchange information.
For more information contact Dr. Ian Colquhoun at Ian.Colquhoun@alcoa.com.au

Dieback in New Zealand
A delegation from the Dieback Working
Group (DWG) recently attended an international conference on Phytophthora in natural ecosystems held in New Zealand - with
some worrying news!
The delegation - which included Dr. Ian Colquhoun (Alcoa Mine Environmental Research Manager; Marrinup Nursery Manager; Chair of the DWG); Dr. Chris Dunne
(Senior Research Scientist, Department of
Environment and Conservation); and Dr.
Nari Williams (Postdoctoral Researcher,
Centre for Phytophthora Science and Management) - learned that more species of
Phytophthora are being identified throughout the world, many of which are destructive.
“We visited a forest in New Zealand and
saw the impact of a new Phytophthora species on Kauri trees. These are magnificent,
tall and ancient trees with great cultural significance to the Maori people. All ages are
being killed, from seedlings to old giants”
Dr. Colquhoun said.

Infected Kauri trees in NZ

Calendar of Events
Date

Event

16th July 2010 Dieback Information
Conference 2010

Group

For more information on events,
go to dwg.org.au

Up-date Details or
Unsubscribe
If you would like to update your contact details or
would like to unsubscribe, please
contact the DWG on the following
details

“We saw photographs of a radiated pine
forest in Chile where 60000ha are infected
– the forest canopy was a sea of brown”.

Dieback Working Group
Support Officer
Phone: (08) 9424 2248
Mobile: 0437 204 889

Members of the DWG will be assisting the

brendan.nock@emrc.org.au
www.dwg.org

