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Fertilise Wise Fertiliser Training for
Turf Managers
The Fertilise Wise Fertiliser Training for Turf Managers was officially
launched in April with officers from the Cities of Canning and Nedlands;
Town of Vincent; and landscaping and fertiliser contractors attending the
inaugural training sessions.
The training, organised by the South East Regional Centre for Urban
Landcare (SERCUL), is funded by the Swan River Trust through the Caring
for our Country Program and supported by the WA Local Government
Association.
The training is delivered by John Forrest, a lecturer in turf management
at Challenger Institute of Technology and aims to train turf managers and
Local Government officers in fertiliser best management practices, specific
to Perth.
WALGA President, Mayor
Troy Pickard, speaking at the
launch of the Fertilise Wise
Training on the 19th April
2011, noted the importance
of
training
for
Local
Government turf managers.
As
the
major
land
manager in the Swan
Canning Catchment, Local
Government
plays
an
Kenni Simpson and Ian Pound, City of
Canning; John Gourdis, Town of Vincent and
important role in managing
trainer John Forrest, Challenger Institute of
fertiliser
use
when
Technology at the inaugural training session.
maintaining
community
assets such as foreshore reserves, sporting fields and parkland.
The Fertilise Wise Training is being offered to all turf mangers in the Perth
area at a highly subsidised rate of $100. Two half day workshops are run to
allow participants to apply their leanings to current practices and develop a
Fertiliser Management Plan for their organisation.
The next training sessions will be held on:
• 9th and 23rd August, 8.30am - 12.30pm, City of Belmont Depot
• 13th and 27th September, 8.30am – 12.30pm, Canning River Eco
Education Centre
The areas covered by the training include soil and plant nutrient requirements;
types of fertilisers and application rates, environmental management and
monitoring.
For more information about the Fertilise Wise Training being offered to turf
managers, visit the website, www.fertilisewise.com.au
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Welcome to our latest
newsletter
If you have any comments on
the newsletter or would like to
be included on our distribution
list please call us on 9458 5664.

Electronic newsletter
We are trying to cut down on the
amount of paper we use. Please
advise us if you prefer to receive
this newsletter electronically.
Email amykrupa@sercul.org.au
to be included in the distribution
group.
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Did You Know?
The Southern Brown Bandicoot
or Quenda is a priority 5 species and
considered a significant species under
the Environmental Protection Authority
environmental assessment processes.
It is one of the few critical weight range
(50g-5.5kg) native mammals that can
still be seen in the Perth metro area.
The species has all but disappeared
from other Australian cities. While it is
under threat from habitat fragmentation
and predation from feral animals in
most of the metro area, we are very
fortunate to have a very strong and
healthy population in Roleystone.
Their presence is
very noticeable
through the winter
months
with
most
gardens
and lawns being
dug over as they
search for food.
Cats and cars
are their greatest
threat.

With a very much appreciated early wet winter we have seen all our
environmental community groups and SERCUL staff extremely busy taking
advantage of this opportunity and giving the new plants the head start to
become well established before another predicted long hot summer.
The huge number of plants in our compound moving out with trucks then
coming and replenishing the numbers is amazing to witness. When one
considers the number of plants going into the ground and the number of
volunteer hours required to do this, then the commitment to our precious
environment is not only amazing but very much assured.
A very special thanks to Julie Robert our outstanding CEO and to all
the SERCUL staff who go beyond their job requirements to ensure the
amazing achievements keep coming. I know all readers of this newsletter
will support this sentiment.
Pat Hart
Chairperson

THINKING AHEAD TO THE
CANNING RIVER SUMMER FLOW

J. Heusser
Southern Brown
Bandicoot

Little Pygmy Perch
The first new species of freshwater
fish to be discovered in south-western
Australia in many years was recently
found in a small section of the Mitchell
River near Denmark. The only river to
house the three species of south west
pygmy perch. It was discovered by the
Freshwater Fish Group & Fish Health
Unit Murdoch (Morgan and Beatty,
2008). Preliminary named the Little
Pygmy Perch (Nannoperca sp.)

S. Beatty
Little Pygmy Perch
Nannoperca sp.
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From the Chair

While it is really great to have an increase in the number of wet
days and to see and hear the river flowing strongly I have real
concerns with the coming summer flow.
The dam level is still below what it was at this time last year and
that puts the situation at this time extreme. As you would all be
aware the Canning River is 100% dammed (as is Churchmans
Brook and the Wungong). The upper section of the Canning
River has had scientific evaluations carried out on it and formal
‘Environmental Water Requirements’ been established to govern
the water releases. The first release site is in Araluen Botanic
Park and the last one under the Gosnells Bridge. Last year the
amount released was 50% less than identified due to the dam
levels and with a few increases in some sites the river flow was
environmentally sustained.
The Swan River Trust and Department of Water have recently
undertaken site inspections along the upper section of the
Canning to check for obstructions and identify legal and illegal
water abstraction. I believe this could be a sign that we may have
even less water released this coming summer. There are still a
reasonable number of properties licensed to abstract water and
numerous riparian users who have that right as they own their
properties to the waters edge. Under the Rights in the Irrigation
Act the riparian users may be
required to cease abstraction if
the situation becomes critical.
At the moment they are under
the same restrictions for water
usage as scheme water users.
Pat Hart

SERCUL Happen
ings

Beckenham Open Space
What a welcome Winter has finally given us with beautiful rain and
typically stormy gales, finally filling the Yule Brook which is flowing now,
and just the right weather for planting. For those of us out there it is cold
but exhilarating to finally get some plants in hoping the rains are still
coming.
The permaculture garden is ticking over well with new winter vegetables
such as kale, cauliflower and cabbage growing. Volunteers have helped
foster all the new growth one may notice since summer time and are
currently working on establishing a rosemary hedge following the brick
path. Thank you to all our volunteers for their hard work and input!
Weeding works are still continuing around the various Memorial Groves
thanks to the late rains and beaut sunshine, but are hurriedly disappearing
in time for planting. We look forward to all the volunteers that will plant
this season and thank them all very much for their dedication and hard
work!
SERCUL has recently installed
an alternative native grass lawn.
Tom Atkinson and staff collected
a large sample of Microlaena
stipoides or commonly known
as weeping grass which was
then divided and potted up
with seed raising mix soil. The
Microlaena was then nurtured
in our shadehouse for several
months while carefully being
weeded at the same time. After approximately six months the pots were
brought out to the sun to harden up and seaweed fertiliser was applied to
encourage root growth.
With the help of the crew from Now Green we were able to plant the plugs
of native grass in a specially prepared site next to the homestead. The
site has a mixture of Gingin sand and loam, and was also spread with
Shades of Green fertiliser. Currently the Microlaena are growing on and
look a lovely green. Seed of the same grass species were also applied
to the soil and with the help of the winter rain we should be able to look
forward to many more seedlings germinating.
Tracy Evans
Landcare Officer

GOODBYE TOM!
Recently our Landcare Manager, Tom Atkinson has left us to
work for Astron Environmental.
It is sad to see him leave (apart from Tom’s stress ball throwing
at the girls) and we thank him for all his hard work over the
eight years he has been working at SERCUL. All of the staff at
SERCUL wish him well with his new job.

Volunteer Corner
As a way to continue improving
and strengthening our Volunteer
Program, we submit applications to
organisations that offer grants for
volunteers or community groups. For
the last two financial years we have
been successful with the applications
submitted to the Department of
Environment and Conservation
Environmental Community Grants.
Unfortunately,
we
were
not
successful with the application
we submitted this year however,
SERCUL will continue developing
and
improving
its
Volunteer
Program, with the resources we are
able to allocate and we will continue
looking for other opportunities to get
more funding.

Conservation Volunteers Australia (CVA)
weeding at Hawkesbury Lakes

Start volunteering today
and feel better
tomorrow!
Do not hesitate, contact us right
now!
Monica Estrada
Volunteer Coordinator Officer
SERCUL
9458 5664
monicaestrada@sercul.org.au

His position has been filled by Brett Kuhlmann.
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BIRD SURvey
A bird monitoring programme
for Urban Waterways Renewal
(UWR) sites has been developed.
Birds Australia volunteers are
helping SERCUL to do bird
surveys at five sites: Bannister
Creek, Bickley Confluence, Eva
Street, Riverside and Wungong
River.
During July 2011 David, Graeme
and Sue started the surveys and
will continue to record bird species
present at the sites every second
month.
The intention is to measure the
manner in which these animals
are responding to the changes
occurring at these UWR projects
sites.

UWR planting has started
Revegetation has started at the
Bickley Brook, Bannister Creek,
Wungong and Riverside Lane
sites. The new vegetation will
help filter nutrients and reduce
other pollutants being flushed
into the Canning River as well as
creating animal habitat and an
improved visual amenity for the
local community.

Set up for planting at Eva Street site

Flooding and erosion are issues
to be considered when designing
the UWR sites; in particular
during high rainfall events such
as the one in late June this year,
when high levels of nutrients
and rubbish got flushed into the
Rivers.
SERCUL, through the Urban
Riverside Lane new plantings
Waterways Renewal projects,
has been selected as a finalist in the 2011 WA Landcare Awards for
the River RATS Living Streams category. Good Luck!

Construction works at Williams
Road Main Drain
Early this year an open day was held for residents to request information
regarding the Williams Road Main Drain project. The first stage of
works commenced in May and involved reshaping the existing drain
into a more natural channel and the installation riffle structures.

Photo: Sandra L Chung

Graeme sighted a pair of Red
Capped Parrots at Eva Street.
This species is shown in the
picture below.
We rely greatly on the efforts of
volunteers to give us a hand.
Thank you!
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During rainfall events fast-moving
water flushes high levels of
nutrients and gross pollutants
into the Wungong River, which
then ends into the Canning River.
Since the project started 120 m3
of sediments and 10 m3 of rubbish
had been removed.
This living stream project is
supported by State Government
Natural Resources Management
funding in partnership with the
Swan River Trust, Department of
Water, Water Corporation, City of
Armadale and SERCUL.
Ana Terrazas
UWR Manager

Riffle construction at Williams MD

Local Community G
roup News

ARMADALE GOSNELLS LANDCARE GROUP
The Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group (AGLG) have been extremely
busy over the past weeks making great use of the wet conditions, holding
over 20 community and school planting days at various sites along
the Canning, Southern and Wungong Rivers. AGLG volunteers have
successfully planted over 35,000 seedlings so far this year. AGLG have
also coordinated a community cleanup day along the Southern River
organised by local parliamentarian Peter Abetz and the local residents.
A truck load of rubbish was collected in under two hours with the help of
over 45 volunteers.
AGLG has also been successful in receiving a DEC Community Action
Grant worth over $13,300 to rehabilitate and restore a portion of bush
forever site 125 in Southern River. Project partners include the AGLG, City
of Gosnells and the Thornlie Gumnut Guides, who will plant over 4,500
seedlings in 2012. A cheque presentation by the Minister for Environment
Bill Marmion, took place on Friday the 15th July and thank you to Mayor
Olwen Searle, Peter Abetz and the Thornlie Gumnut Guides who were
there to accept the cheque.

City of Gosnells Mayor, Olwen Searle and the Thornlie Gumnut
Guides accepting the DEC 2011 Community Grant Cheque.

AGLG has also supported the Salvation Army and the Harry Hunter
Rehabilitation Centre in the City of Gosnells who also received $15,000
to fence off and revegetate a portion of the
Canning River through the DEC Community
Action Grants.
AGLG has also employed a new Community
River Restoration Officer Dan Walker, who will
be taking on the planting schedule and weed
control coordination for AGLG. Contact Dan on
0413 883 565 if you would like to volunteer with
us.

BOOK SALE
Freshwater Fishes,
Crayfishes and Mussels of
South-western Australia

This field guide summarises all
that is currently known about the
iconic, yet often unnoticed species
of fish, crayfish and mussels
inhabiting the fresh waters of
south-western Australia. It offers
useful tips on how to recognise
and identify these animals, as
well as information about their
distribution, behaviour, biology,
and the threats they face.
The book is published by the
South East Regional Centre for
Urban Landcare and Murdoch
University and is funded by
Lotterywest.
If you would like a copy please
contact:
SERCUL
9458 5664
69 Horley Road, Beckenham
Cost: $10 per copy (incl GST)

Dan Walker, new Community River
Restoration Officer for AGLG
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Freshwater Fauna
Roadshow Tour
SERCUL in partnership with Murdoch
University’s
Freshwater
Fish
Group and Fish Health Unit have
produced an educational package
on Freshwater Fauna of Southwestern Australia. Two brochures,
a field guide and three short films
have been made which will be
distributed throughout the south west
to relvant organisations, business’s,
educational centres, community
groups and many more.
On the 3rd of August, SERCUL and
Murdoch University launched the
educational resources at the Canning
River Eco Education Centre. We had
a turn out of 60 people which were
the first to view the new films and
book publication.
Over the next few months SERCUL
and Murdoch University will be taking
the new publications and presenting
them at educational seminars at
different locations throughout the
South-west. The next presentations
will be held at:
• Ellenbrook on the 27th August.
• Mandurah on the 10th September
• Bunbury on the 15th of September
Please contact SERCUL for more
information.
This project is kindly funded by
Lotterywest.

Turtle Watch PROGRAM
In April, Elaine Lewis, a primary school teacher in Perth,
successfully obtained funding for a new Turtle Watch Project.
Turtle Watch follows on from an initial turtle project conducted
in 2006-2008 that found evidence of turtle nest predation at a
Herdsman Lake site. Funding to further investigate this issue
was obtained from Lotterywest in March 2011.
There has been plenty going on in the last few months and
coming up in the next few months including:
Turtle Education Events
One turtle education event is scheduled in August on Sunday
21st August 10am-3pm at the Canning River Eco Education
Centre at the Community Science Fair. The turtle activities stall
is organised by Elaine Lewis.
Elaine’s stall aims to highlight issues impacting on the
survival of the Oblong Turtle through various educational
activities. Everyone is welcome, so come along and join in.
Surveillance Cameras
Two surveillance cameras for the project have arrived. These
cameras have video and audio capability. Joe Tonga (Consultant)
will be setting up the cameras soon, so further evidence is
anticipated. Joe has already
obtained footage of a fox digging
up hen’s eggs at Herdsman Lake.
Go to: youtube/syxWgssIKL0
Turtle Education Pack
Elaine commenced the collection
of resources for a turtle education
pack.
The
library
search
continues. Thanks to Cockburn
Wetlands
Centre,
Excelsior
Primary School and Friends of
the Western Swamp Tortoise for
the offer to share their education
resources.
Turtle Hotline Poster Promotion
Turtle Hotline posters encouraging
community participation are on
display at four sites – Herdsman
Lake Wildlife Centre (HLWC),
Cockburn
Wetlands
Centre
(CWC), Canning River Eco
Education Centre (CREEC)
and at the South East Regional
Centre for Urban Landcare
(SERCUL). No reports have been received by the Centres yet,
which isn’t surprising given this is a ‘quiet’ time of the turtle year.
If you do see a turtle or turtle hatchlings then please call 9458
5664 or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au
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Upcoming Events

Date and Time

Event

Group

Contact

Sat 13th August
9am start

CRRPV Work Day
At our new site (Billabong Flood Plain
Restoration). Access from the end of
Eastfield Court in Ferndale; park here &
walk down to the Billabong.

Canning River Regional
Park Volunteers

Jo 9458 3669

Wed 17th August

Phytophthora Dieback Training 2011
CPSM is proud to present “Dieback
Management and Planning on Mine
Sites” workshop as part of the
DWG training series. $450 pp.
@ Venue TBA

Dieback Working Group

Dr. Nari Williams at
n.williams@
murdoch.edu.au

Fri 19th August
4pm - 6:30pm

FoMCL Cockatoo Watch
@ Eudoria St Car Park, Gosnells

Friends of Mary Carroll Lake Unice 9398 7126

Sat 20th August
9am

FoBSW Work Activity Morning
Meeting Point - Alton Street, Kenwick

Friends of Brixton Street
Wetlands

Regina 9459 2964

Sun 21st August
9am-11am

WWAG Work Day
Site TBA

Wilson Wetlands Action
Group

Russell 9258 7301

Wed 24th August
8.30am-10.30am

FoMCL Work Day
Eudoria St Car Park, Gosnells

Friends of Mary Carroll Lake Unice 9398 7126

Sat 27th August
8am

BEAG Foreshore Cleanup
Blackwall Reach Pde.
Meet at Bicton Car park or Kent Street.

Bicton Environmental Action Peter 9339 7795
Group

Sat 27th August
9am

CRRPV Work Day
At our new site (Billabong Flood Plain
Restoration). Access from the end of
Eastfield Court in Ferndale; park here &
walk down to the Billabong.

Canning River Regional
Park Volunteers

Jo 9458 3669

Please see the SERCUL website calendar for a more up to date listing of current events and more contact details:
http://www.sercul.org.au/events.html

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK
YOUth at a Sound of Science Community Fair
Did you know that plants can communicate?
Do you know what sounds turtles make?
Did you know that our birds of prey use sound to hunt?
If you answered no to any of these questions, then you should mark Sunday August 21st 2011 into your diary!
It’s the Annual National Science Week FREE community fair and it is on from 10am – 3pm at the Canning River
Eco Education Centre. This year’s theme is sound. There will be a range of information stalls, hands on activities
including drumming workshops, expert talks and more science based fun than you could poke a stick at! Be there
for the announcement of the winners of the two youth competitions, the banner logo design and the radio sound bite
advertisement, at 10am.
For more information go to the AAEE WA (Australian Association for Environmental Education WA) website
www.aaeewa.org.au. Can’t wait to hear you there!
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SERCUL Executive Committee:
CEO - Julie Robert
Chairperson - Pat Hart
Deputy Chair - Marc Lane
Treasurer - Cam Clay
Executive Member - Brian Aldrich
Please see our website for all other staff details.

Contact us at:
69 Horley Road,
Beckenham WA 6107
Phone: 9458 5664
Fax: 9458 5661
www.sercul.org.au

If undeliverable, please return to:
SERCUL
69 Horley Road
Beckenham WA 6107

The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare
wishes to thank our main sponsors.

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

This Newsletter is printed on 100% recycled Paper

