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Newsletter - Spring Edition
Welcome to our latest newsletter!

If you have any comments on the newsletter or would like to be included on our distribution list please call us on
9458 5664.

Electronic newsletter

We are trying to cut down on the amount of paper we use. Please advise us if you would prefer to receive this
newsletter by email. Email amykrupa@sercul.org.au to be included in the distribution group.

SERCUL Water Quality Partnership Project
This project started in 2006 and its aim is to promote a cooperative
approach to water quality monitoring (WQM) across the Perth
Region. This project is supported by Perth Region NRM, through
funding from the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country
and the Local Government Authorities involved. SERCUL’s main
roles are (in conjunction with the Aquatic Sciences Branch of the
Department of Water - DOW): assist stakeholders to assess their
water quality data requirements; provide assistance in the preparation
of sampling and analysis plans; and undertake sampling and reporting
activities.
Some of the benefits of the project are: the use of the same standards and methods across the region; gathering
of more and better quality data; comparing the results to Australian and New Zealand (ANZECC) guidelines;
increased frequency of waterways monitoring; and written reports with results and management recommendations.
Additionally, hot spots for most of the different catchments have been identified and some local governments have
taken management actions.
The main outcome since 2006 to 2010 is the establishment of more than
30 partnerships with Local Government Authorities (e.g. City
of Belmont, City of Bayswater, City of Melville, etc.), Universities
(e.g. UWA & Curtin), Government Agencies (e.g. DEC Pollution Unit,
DOW) and Community Organisations (e.g. Friends of Groups). The
project also has developed 15 water quality management programs,
produced 35 water quality reports, prepared two catchment specific
trend analysis (Bickley Brook and Bayswater Brook) and given input
to the water quality improvement plans (e.g. Bickley Brook, Southern River,
Bayswater Brook, Canning Plains, Bennett Brook and Swan-Canning system).
Considering the benefits that the project offers, it is really important to ensure ongoing
funding for long term monitoring to get more data for better catchment management and work on identified hot spots.
If you would like to know more about the project and have access to the reports please contact Monica Estrada the
SERCUL Water Quality Management Officer: monicaestrada@sercul.org.au

From the Chair
I wish to acknowledge the outstanding support the West Australian Planning
Commission have given SERCUL over the past years since they approved
use of the property in Beckenham for us to operate our urban landcare
programs. If you haven’t visited our home base on the corner of Horley
Road and the Kenwick Link in Beckenham recently then I invite you to
do so. Apart from our wonderfully restored heritage building in which our
office is located we now have a large shed that has been set up for various
storage purposes plus staff amenities. There are also benches and a shade
house to support staff and community groups to grow local native plants.
The large surrounding areas including Yule Brook have had extensive
restoration works undertaken and while this will be always an ongoing task it could not have been
achieved without the backing of financial support from WAPC and great work and commitment by our
staff and volunteers. A wonderful partnership between State Government and community that has
produced outstanding outcomes with many benefits for our natural environment now and into the future.
SERCUL Chairperson, Pat Hart

Distinguished Service Award:
Pat Hart

•

Pat Hart’s dedication to environmental issues and the
community have been recognised with a Distinguished
Service Award from the WA Local Government Association
(WALGA). Pat Hart, chairperson of SERCUL and a
Councillor for the City of Armadale, received the honour
at the recent Local Government Week Convention. Pat
has represented the Roleystone-Karragullen area on the
Armadale Council for more than 11 years said Armadale
Mayor Linton Reynolds.

•

“During that time Pat has worked particularly hard
to enhance Council’s understanding of, and care
for, the environment, especially in relation to our
waterways, and bush fire prevention,” Cr Reynolds said.

•
•
•
•

Chair of the South East Regional Energy Group,
which runs the multi-award winning Switch Your
Thinking! Program
Chair of the Bushcare and Environmental Working
Group, South East Regional Centre for Urban
Landcare, South Region Reference Group of the
Perth Region NRM (Natural Resource Management)
and the Armadale City Rivercare Group
Chair of City of Armadale Disability Advisory Team
Secretary/Treasurer of Armadale Gosnells Landcare
Group
Member of Swan/Canning River Park Committee
and City of Armadale Bush Fire Advisory Committee
Local Government representative FESA Emergency
Services Levy assessment for bush fire brigades.

Pat Hart said she was surprised, but honoured, to receive
the Distinguished Service Award.
“Since I began my journey with concerns for the
Canning River in 1992, along with the community and
stakeholders, we have certainly come a long way,” Pat
Hart said.
“While we have had some setbacks we have also
achieved some great outcomes in the protection and
enhancement of local waterways.

Pat Hart receiving her award from WALGA President,
Mayor Troy Pickard

“She has also been a passionate advocate for those
who are less mobile in our community through her role
as chair of Council’s Disability Advisory Team.”
Cr Hart’s tireless work in the community and as a
Councillor currently includes:
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“The other various roles I have with bushfire protection and
with my community in Roleystone and Karragullen have
been very rewarding and wonderful life experiences.”
WALGA President, Troy Pickard, said the annual Local
Government Honours Awards recognised community
representatives who went above and beyond the normal
requirements of their role.
Article adapted from City of Armadale Media Releases (website).

SERCUL Happenings
Beckenham Open Space Update
Nature Report
The Yule Brook and surrounding catchment are flowing with the welcome rain. Sadly it has been a very dry year,
especially this winter. The water birds are more apparent, with the ibis looking like a flock of sheep. It seems like
love is in the air with the ravens meeting up each day; as are the 28’s, pink and grey galahs and honeyeaters. One
particular bird, an egret, has developed a habit for stalking prey along the Kenwick Link road verge, despite the
traffic. Small lizards seem to be the goal here. A magnificent eagle was recently observed hunting wood ducks in
the BOS.
Possum skats have been noted by our keenly observant walkers in
the area. The king skinks are notable by their absence during their
winter torpor. It would be interesting to know where they actually go!
Of course the frog chorus can be heard everywhere, particularly at
dusk when there is a cacophony of calls. Awesome!
Ground Operations Report
New signage has been erected to address the issue of both dog
faeces and vehicle/motorbike access prohibition. It is a pleasure to
see so many people walk their dogs around BOS, however it is not a
pleasure to see their poo! Hopefully all owners will now realise their
responsibility and bring dog poo bags along. The other problem of
vehicle access for off-road driving will lessen with signs at all points
of entry, informing the general public of the no access rule.
The permaculture garden has continued to produce plenty of herbs
and vegies over the winter, including pumpkin, cauliflower, beetroot,
lettuce and chard. Further veggies planted include parsnip, peas,
cabbage and beans which should be ready for harvest soon.

Great Egret on the lagoon boardwalk at SERCUL

Congratulations!
To Matt Grimbly and his
partner Liz on the birth of
their daughter Matilda on
the 31st July 2010.
Also welcome Matt to the
SERCUL team.
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SERCUL Volunteer Corner
Why volunteer?
When talking about civic service movement in society,
volunteering has been recognised as a new paradigm
called ‘philantherapy’ (Konwerski and Nashman, 2008).
Through these meaningful voluntary actions, volunteers
and organisations involving volunteers develop a
reciprocal and positive exchange that may have healthpromoting, psychological, emotional and mental health
effects on the volunteer and unique benefits for the
organisation. The term ‘therapy’ has been used to
illustrate how service personnel will derive tangible
personal outcomes from their contributions.
Volunteer motivation
Studies show that motivation for volunteering can be
divided into three broad categories: altruism, egoism
and social exchange and obligation to society. However
volunteers may have both egoistic and altruistic
motivations for helping.
1. Altruism, where the aspiration is to improve the
welfare of the people helped. For people with this
motivation, volunteering is any activity in which time
is given freely to benefit another person, group, or
cause.
2. Egoism, where the aspiration is to improve the
welfare of the helper. Whereby service makes the
volunteer feel rewarded and satisfied.
3. Social exchange and obligation to society is usually
described as the wish to pay back a debt to society.
Even if volunteering can be divided in those three basic
categories; motivations can also be influenced by many
factors such as gender, parental influence, race, external
sociological factors and educational background.

Above: SERCUL Volunteer Coordinator Monica Estrada at
the launch of the Volunteer Policy and Procedures Manual.
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Additionally, people will look for places where they can
use their skills and abilities to express their values and
attitudes.
The benefits of volunteering for individuals:
•

Volunteering has long-term benefits for the
participant represented in personal, psychological,
emotional and mental health.

•

Studies have shown that people who volunteer
feel better; this good sensation gives the volunteer
warmth, energy and euphoria.

•

People who give help have experienced rapid
recuperation from health problems.

•

Volunteering also has shown benefits reducing
stress, boosting the immune and nervous systems
and reducing heart rate and blood pressure.

•

Volunteerism also has helped people to grieve, to
make them feel better about themselves and to give
them physical and mental strength.

•

Volunteers have a changed perspective as well as
less loneliness, sadness and depression.

•

Service or volunteer work brings a social
network and a sense of identity and meaning.
So, what are you waiting for?

Start volunteering today and feel better tomorrow!
Source:
Konwerski, P.A. & Nashman, H.W., 2008. ‘Philantherapy: a benefit for
personnel and organisations managing volunteers (volunteer therapy).’
Voluntary Action: The Journal of the Institute for Volunteering Research
Volume: 9 Number: 1. [http://www.voluntaryaction.info/voluntaryaction]

Above: Volunteers planting at the Two Rivers Catchment
Group National Tree Day Event, 1st August 2010

Armadale Gosnells
Landcare Group
Welcoming Our New River Restoration Officer
The Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group (AGLG) is pleased
to welcome on board our new Community River Restoration
Officer, William Hogg. Will has been appointed to manage
the rehabilitation and restoration program for AGLG in 2010.
The job will organise planting at identified sites throughout the
Cities of Armadale and Gosnells and coordinate volunteers
and school groups needed to carry out the plantings. The
Community River Restoration Officer position has been funded
through the LotteryWest grant application process.
In 2010 AGLG has received over $200,000 in funding to
implement these restoration activities along the Canning,
Southern and Wungong Rivers. Grant funding bodies for the
year include the Swan Alcoa Landcare Program, Swan River
Trust Riverbank Program, the Department of Environment and
Conservation 2009/2010 Community Grants and LotteryWest.
Community groups, schools and individuals are all encouraged
to become involved in the Landcare effort. The Cities of Armadale
and Gosnells river foreshores and reserves are valuable
natural features that must be preserved and maintained for
future generations. More than 100,000 local native seedlings
will be planted throughout reserves and river foreshores to
combat loss of biodiversity, bank erosion, loss of habitat and Above: New AGLG Community River Restoration
Officer William Hogg
water quality.
If you would like to become a volunteer or get your school involved in any of our programs contact Will at
whogg@armadale.wa.gov.au or phone 0413 883 565 for more information.

Bannister Creek
Catchment Group
Schools Tree Day
The Bannister Creek Primary School is fortunate enough to have two
sections of remnant Marri bushland on their school property. With the help
from the Bannister Creek Catchment Group and SERCUL they were able to
receive funding from Lotterywest to help restore and maintain their bushland.
The school took the opportunity to celebrate Schools Tree Day on the
30th July and with assistance from SERCUL, 450 students aged from
Pre Primary to Year 7 helped plant 7000 trees, shrubs, groundcovers
and climbers into the degraded bushland. The plants were sponsored
through the Lotterywest Grant.
Above: Bannister Creek PS students
planting in their school bushland.
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Community News
‘A Dance of Science’ Community Fair
The 2010 National Science Week Community Fair
‘A Dance of Science’ was held at the Canning River
Eco Education Centre on the 15th August. ‘A Dance
of Science’ was all about exploring the movement
or dance of plants, animals, tectonics, planets and
much more from modern science and Indigenous
perspectives. The 1000 people that attended enjoyed
these great activities, displays and performances:
• Guest speaker Chris Ferreira from Great Gardens
• A guided walk and talk by Birds Australia
• Indigenous movements and uses of the river
• Dance workshop from Terra Amare Dance Group
• The Madjitil Moorna Choir
• Animal encounters from Kanyana Wildlife
Rehabilitation Centre, Armadale Reptile Centre, Above: Stalls and people at the 2010 Dance of Science Community Fair at the
Black Cockatoo Preservation Society and the WA Canning River Eco Education Centre.
Raptor Centre
• Kite making, face painting, badge making, Indigenous rock art, bush craft and 3D tree activity
... and many other activities as well as free native plants and other give-aways were experienced by those attending.
The Fair was organised by SERCUL, the Australian Association for Environmental Education and the City of
Canning.

This symposium on the 25th-27th August, attended by 100 participants, seeked to provide a forum for discussion of
how to manage, conserve and restore the natural ecosystem fragments in urban areas of the Australasian region.
The participants spent three days touring the city and discussing threats to urban vegetation and environments
in Perth and elsewhere in the world. “There was a strong view that Perth is on the verge of developing badly,”
said William Laurance, a research professor and Australian Laureate from James Cook University in Cairns,
Queensland. Perth is growing rapidly and its population is
projected to double in the next 30 years. The Wanneroo, Mandurah
and greater Bunbury areas, among others, were identified by the
experts as being especially vulnerable to unsustainable urban
sprawl.
“There is strong community support for sustainable growth in
Perth,” said Neal Enright, a professor at Murdoch University. “We
need the Councils and State government to recognize this and to
act accordingly.”
“It sends chills down my spine to think we could end up like a
smoggy, congested and water-starved southern California,” said
Dr. Judy Fisher, an ecological consultant in Perth. “We have
to save our urban vegetation and manage our growth better, or
Above: Participants learning about the Friends of Bold Park that’s exactly what will happen to us” concluded Pat Hart, chair of
restoration project
the South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare.
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Calendar of Events

What is happening in your catchment?
Date & Time

Activity/Event

Group Contact

Tues 14th Sept
6pm - 8pm

The Great SERCUL Night Stalk
Enjoy a Sausage Sizzle then get your torches ready to spot
the wildlife along the Canning River in Beckenham. Please
bring a torch and be wearing enclosed footwear.
69 Horley Road, Beckenham
CRRPV Public Walk
Wharf Street Development Site. Morning tea to follow the
walk. Gold coin donation appreciated.
Meet at Canning River Eco-Education Centre
Step into Volunteering Seminar
The City of Gosnells invites you to a free workshop for
anyone interested in volunteering.
2232 Albany Hwy, Gosnells
“Get Wild About Wetlands”
Frog Night Stalk - Meet your local frogstars!
All ages welcome. Adults must remain on site with children
under 16 yrs. Light refreshments. Gold coin donation.
Cockburn Wetlands Education Centre
BCCG Bush Regen Day: Weeding
Please bring hat, sunscreen, wet weather gear, closed in
footwear and drink bottle. Where: Nancy’s site, between
Iveston Road Bridge and Acacia weir Bridge, Lynwood

SERCUL
9458 5664
Please RSVP by 10th Sept for
catering purposes

Sat 18th Sept
9am - 11am

Tues 21st Sept
6pm - 7:15pm

Fri 1st Oct
6:30pm - 8:30pm

Sun 10th Oct
9am - 11am

Canning River Regional Park
Volunteers
Jo 9458 3669
Anne 9397 3121
Bookings Essential

Cockburn Wetlands
Denise 9417 8064
Registrations Essential

BCCG
Melinda
9458 5664

The WA Boneseed Blitz – eradicating an unwanted weed!

Finding and eradicating boneseed, a noxious weed, is the aim of community groups and land managers, who are
joining together for the annual Western Australian Boneseed Blitz Sept 3rd – 13th. Spring is the ideal time to target
boneseed, as it produces masses of bright yellow flowers.
Boneseed is a Weed of National Significance that has already
invaded vast areas of native bushland in South Australia, Tasmania
and Victoria. It is a fast growing, aggressive plant that threatens the
survival of native plants, degrades native bushland and displaces
food plants of native animals. Boneseed is a serious threat to
Western Australia’s unique biodiversity, and the entire southwest
region is susceptible to boneseed invasion.
Everyone is advised to be on the lookout for the bright yellow
‘daisy’ flowers of boneseed that appear on plants between August
and October.
Please report potential boneseed sightings to the DAFWA Pest Info
line on 1800-084-881 or Matt Grimbly, Natural Diversity Officer, on
MattGrimbly@sercul.org.au or 08 9458 5664

Above: Boneseed flowers

More photos and descriptions of boneseed are available at www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/bitoubush
Please RSVP to the relevant Contact Group to attend these activities and events.
*Check the SERCUL website www.sercul.org.au/events.html for updated events.
If you have an upcoming event and would like it included in the Calendar of Events
please email the details to amykrupa@sercul.org.au
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SERCUL Staff:
SERCUL Executive
• Chief Executive Officer - Julie Robert
Committee:
• Urban Water Renewal Project Managers - Ana Terrazas & Glen Byleveld
Chairperson - Pat Hart
• Education and Promotions Manager - Amy Krupa
Deputy Chair - Marc Lane
• Landcare Manager - Tom Atkinson
Treasurer - Cam Clay
• Landcare Officers - Melinda Snowball, Tracy Evans, John Maliunas, Jake Usher
• PhD Candidate and Research Officer - Paul Lock
• Financial Admin Manager - Sandy Wainwright
Contact Us At:
• Administration Assistant - Bonita Clark
69 Horley Road,
• Water Quality Manager/Volunteer Coordinator - Monica Estrada
Beckenham WA 6107
• Natural Diversity Officer - Matthew Grimbly
Phone: 9458 5664
Fax: 9458 5661
Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group Staff:
www.sercul.org.au
• Community Landcare Coordinator - Crystal Gillam
• River Restoration Officer - William Hogg
If undeliverable, please return to:
SERCUL
69 Horley Road
Beckenham WA 6107

The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare
wishes to thank our main sponsors.

Gosnells
Community Bank®
Branch
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