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Welcome to Term 2
Welcome
already!

to

another

Term

This edition includes information
on upcoming PD opportunities,
International
Composting
Awareness Week and planting
opportunities, a dolphin poster
competition,
a
new
water
resource, an article on dolphins
and the River Guardians program
and we showcase our latest Local
Heroes, All Saints College, for
their mammoth drain stencilling
effort.
If you would prefer to receive this
newsletter electronically please
email amykrupa@sercul.org.au
with Educators Newsletter as the
subject.

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Coordinator
P.S. - Please pass this newsletter
on to anyone you think may
benefit from it.
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Planting Season - Here We Come!
It is nearly time for students to have a chance at
getting dirty at a local rehabilitation site where
they can plant local native species. Autumn
through to Spring is the ideal time to plant local
species into degraded bushland, river bank and
wetland areas. Due to the relatively slow start to
the rainy season this year (apart from the infamous
storm!) the first planting sessions will be available
in June 2010.
At SERCUL we have a number of sites available
where students can participate in a hands on educational hour, half a day or full day,
depending on what time you have available. Not only will students be improving their
local community but they will learn about the benefits of planting these species including increasing the biodiversity of the area, helping to combat climate change and air
pollution and improving the health of rivers and wetlands.
To get your class involved in a planting session either at a local site or a bushland or
wetland area on your school grounds please contact Amy on 9458 5664 or amykrupa@
sercul.org.au. This planting could occur on a special day such as Arbor Day or Schools
Tree Day (30th July). You can also organise a planting event at any time convenient to
your class. All plants, equipment and fun provided. It will be first in best dressed!

What’s on in Term 2?
Little Green Steps
Friday 14th May 2010 (Victoria Park)
or Saturday 15th May 2010 (Stirling)

Marron Leave the
Canning River
The storms that hit Perth on the
22nd March 2010 had a devasting
impact on marron in the Canning
River. The storms washed organic
matter into the river which started
breaking down removing oxygen
from the water. Thus the marron
left
the
river
trying to find
water that had
higher
oxygen
levels.
Many
marron died on
their travels but fortunately for
some Department of Fisheries and
SERCUL staff caught them and
transported them to aquariums.
The marron were returned to the
river once oxygen levels returned
to normal.

Expressions of interest are called for
one day training sessions in how to
make your Childcare, Pre-Kindergarten,
Kindergarten or Pre-Primary centres
sustainable. Up to two staff in each
centre can apply for the fully funded
positions provided by a grant to the WA
Chapter of AAEE by Waste Avoidance
and Resource Recovery Authority.
For the initial uptake of this waste
reduction through sustainable practices
the above local government’s have been
identified. If places allow staff from other
local governments will be welcome to
apply. The Friday session is intended for
Pre-primary centres and the Saturday for
Childcare centres.

Aquatic Macroinvertebrates
Teacher Learning Workshop
Thursday 22nd July 2010
12:30 - 3:30pm
Come along to this
workshop at Herdsman
Wildlife Centre to
discover what creepy
crawlies live in our
waterways and why they are important.
The workshop will discuss: what are
aquatic macroinvertebrates, why are
they important to aquatic environments,
how and why do we sample for them,
how do I get my class involved with
macroinvertebrate sampling, how
do I prepare my class for a sampling
excursion and what resources are
available from Ribbons of Blue.

Resources, hands on activities and
refreshments are included.

All participants will be involved with
hands-on identification. Curriculumlinked resources will be provided.

If you wish to apply for a position
please email Jennifer Pearson on
j.pearson@ecu.edu.au.

For more information contact
Richard Olive on 6467 5127 or
richard.olive@dec.wa.gov.au.

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus
Awareness Project FREE Resources for
Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels
of nutrients that are causing the
growth of algal blooms in the Swan
and Canning Rivers and wetlands.
The project offers opportunities to
school groups including:
• Algae Buster School Incursions interactive, fun programs where
students learn about catchments,
nutrients and algae.
• Building a Frog Pond Incursion
- a must have
incursion
if
a
school
is
considering
building a frog
pond. Students
construct a mini
frog pond in the classroom
with all the essential elements in
constructing a frog pond covered
in detail.
• Go Fish! Incursion - students learn
what fish live in the Canning River
and what we can do to protect our
native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains Incursion
- students learn about drains and
pollution
through
stencilling
drains at school.
• Planting Opportunities (available
Jun - Oct) students plant
local
native
species
into
rehabilitation
sites.
• Resource Sheets - nine resource
sheets are available based around
the nutrient issue.
• Nutrient
display
problem,
nutrients
rivers.

Display - a colourful
which explains the
cause and solution to
and algal blooms in our

For further information or to book
a FREE incursion/excursion or a
display to be set up in your
school
please
contact
the
Phosphorus Awareness Project
Coordinator,
Amy
Krupa
on
9458 5664.

Become a River Guardian
Becoming a River Guardian gives you and your class new opportunities to
connect with other friends of the Swan and Canning rivers and help protect
and restore the rivers and their foreshores.
Members share ideas and knowledge, take part in free river events, enjoy new
networks and receive training to better understand the rivers, their cultural heritage
and how to look after them. Many of the SERCUL staff and associated community
groups are River Guardian members. We have found the events and information
provided very worthwhile and have met many other passionate river protectors!
The River Guardians website www.riverguardians.com provides a portal for
everyone to learn more about our rivers and their historical, environmental and
cultural heritage, and how they can more actively get involved in their protection.
Membership is currently free! To join contact River Guardians at guardians@
swanrivertrust.wa.gov.au, phone 9278 0900 or visit www.riverguardians.com.
Dolphin Watch
The best part about becoming a River Guardian
is that you can participate in the Dolphin Watch
project.
Dolphin Watch involves members
recording details of dolphin sightings in the Swan
and Canning rivers. The sighting reports are
used by Murdoch University’s Dr Hugh Finn and
Dr Chandra Salgado from Curtin University who
are leading research into Perth’s river dolphins
and the way human activities can affect them.
There are about 20 dolphins living in the Swan and Canning Rivers. This river
dolphin community includes several adult females with dependent calves, one
or two ‘alliances’ of tightly-bonded adult males, and a large group of sociable
youngsters. The community is small, and dependent on a handful of females. Living
in an urban environment, they experience pressure from loss of habitat, decreasing
prey, entanglement, pollution, algal blooms, boat strikes and noise. While dolphins
playing in the rivers are an iconic and much loved sight, they are also at risk.
Dolphin Watch is only open to River Guardian members. Volunteers undertake
training before they begin monitoring. To find out more visit www.riverguardians.
com or call the Swan River Trust on 9278 0900.
There are many ways to care for the dolphins in our rivers including:
1. Keep your distance – never approach a wild dolphin and make sure you keep at
least 30 metres away if you’re in the water or 100 metres if you’re in a boat.
2. Brake for dolphins - dolphins often form resting groups in the middle reaches of
the estuary, so keep an eye out for dolphins, and slow down if you spot any.
3. Never feed dolphins – it is illegal and leaves them vulnerable to entanglement,
boat strikes, and disease.
4. Fish responsibly - dolphins, particularly calves, can get tangled in fishing line.
Make sure you dispose of unwanted monofilament line carefully.

Healthy Rivers Healthy Dolphins Competition
Design and produce a poster with the theme ‘Healthy Rivers Healthy
Dolphins’ in this Ribbons of Blue Competition.

This competition aims to raise awareness of the impact human activities have on
dolphins living in our river system and the steps we all need to take to reduce this
impact. There are three categories: Junior Primary (K-3), Upper Primary (4-7)
and Secondary (8-12).
Competition closes: Friday 6th August 2010
Please register your interest with Angela Petrow by calling 9278 0913 or emailing
angela.petrow@dec.wa.gov.au. You will receive an info pack including competition
details, conditions of entry, background info, activities and an entry form.

Our Local Heroes
All Saints College - Helping Hands Clean Drains
School Catchment Education Case Study No. 21

Since March 2006, the South East Regional Centre
for Urban Landcare (SERCUL) in conjunction with
the City of Melville and All Saints College students
have been running a stormwater pollution awareness
campaign called ‘Clean Drains River Gains’.
The campaign aims to highlight the link between
stormwater drains and natural waterways and to raise
awareness of how to reduce pollutants entering creeks,
rivers and wetlands. Each year, All Saints College
students go out with SERCUL and stencil the drains
surrounding the wetlands, rivers and residential areas
with the campaign logo as part of their ‘Helping Hands’
Community Service Program.

International
Composting Awareness
Week Opportunities
The Eastern Metropolitan Regional
Council has a number of fantastic free
events coming up in May. Come along
to any of the free events below and
learn some simple
but
effective
techniques
to
improve
your
garden and reduce
waste to landfill.
Free

Compost and Worm
Workshops

Farm

Tuesday 4 May (1.30pm – 3.30pm)
All Saints College students
stencilling in the Melville area.

The campaign not only raises awareness of the link between drains and natural
waterways via the stenciling; but also provides quality information through letterbox
drops on how City of Melville residents can change their habits to reduce pollutants
entering the river.
SERCUL would like to thank the 182
students and teachers from All Saints
College that have put about 1350
hours into the implementation of the
campaign around the City of Melville
during the last five years. This huge
effort has resulted in nearly every drain
in the City of Melville now having the
Clean Drains River Gains logo painted
on them.
For more information about the
campaign or about stormwater
All Saints College students at the Swan River they
are trying to protect by stencilling drains.
pollution and the damage it causes to
our waterways as well as some practical steps you can take to prevent it please visit
www.sercul.org.au/cleandrains.html.

Clean Drains River Gains Incursion
If you would like to stencil the drains within your school with the
Clean Drains River Gains message and teach your students
about protecting our waterways then please contact Amy on
9458 5664 to arrange an incursion.

Our Local Heroes
Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the South Region who
are doing great things for the environment. We are always looking
for schools to show case.
If you would like to highlight your schools achievements please
contact Amy on 9458 5664.

Harmony Community Garden (part of
garden launch celebrations), Gowrie
Community Centre - 227 Abernethy
Road, Cloverdale
Friday 7 May (10.00am – 12.00pm)
Environment House - 125 King
William St, Bayswater (next to the Bird
Sanctuary)
Saturday 8 May (10.30am – 12.30pm)
Ellenbrook Library (front outdoors
area) - 90 Main St, Ellenbrook (parking
available off Library Ave)
Bookings are essential for all events.
To reserve your place please call 9424
2222 or email: mail@rgang.org.au
Free Earth Carers Training Course
The free Earth Carers training course
conducted in Perth’s Eastern Region
consists of five sessions over three
weeks on practical ways to minimise
waste in our daily lives, current
information
on
waste
management,
tours,
green
cleaning,
composting
and
worm
farming demonstrations, tips to
encourage others to reduce waste
and more. Be prepared to be shocked,
fascinated, frustrated and inspired!
Course begins Wed 12 May 2010
For further information, please
contact Gabrielle Grime, EMRC Waste
Education Coordinator: 9424 2256 or
gabrielle.grime@emrc.org.au.

ALGAE BUSTER

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

Amy Krupa
Phosphorus Awareness
Project Coordinator
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
Phone: 9458 5664
Fax: 9458 5661

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

Website: www.sercul.org.au
Printed on 100% Recycled Cyclus Paper.

If undeliverable, please return to:
Educators
SERCUL Inc.
69 Horley Road
Beckenham WA 6107

Important Dates - Term 2, 2010
2nd-8th May			
			

International Composting
Awareness Week

22nd May			
			
			

International Day for 		
Biological Diversity
www.cbd.int/idb/

23rd May			
			
5th Jun			
			

World Turtle Day			

8th Jun			
			

World Oceans Day
www.theoceanproject.org

2nd Jul			

Last Day of Term 2

30th Jul			
			

Schools Tree Day
www.treeday.planetark.com/

1st Aug			

National Tree Day

World Environment Day
www.unep.org/wed/2010/

Water Education Toolkit
The one-stop-shop for Australian water education
resources
The Australian Government’s Water Education Toolkit
provides Australian teachers and schools with access
to hundreds of water education materials through one
convenient and easy to use portal.
The Water Education Toolkit has resources
covering topics such as the biology and
geology of water, domestic and industry
water use, Australia’s water resources and
the role water has played in Australia’s
history.
Although this resource is mainly to assist teachers,
students will also find it a valuable tool when researching
school assignments and seeking additional water
information.
Visit

the

Water Education Toolkit today
www.environment.gov.au/wet

at:

