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Welcome to Term 4
Welcome to the last Term of the
year!
This edition includes information
on upcoming workshops and
events, excursions available at
the Canning River Eco Education
Centre, a new KAB program,
a planting season wrap up
and an article on the A Dance
of Science Community Fair.
It has been fantastic working with
you all this year and I hope you
enjoy your summer holidays.

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Coordinator
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Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2011
Snorkelling in the ocean, walking in the bush,
getting up close and personal with native fauna,
sharing experiences with broad scale farmers
– these are just some of the activities you
can expect when you participate in the action
packed Catchments, Corridors and Coasts
(CCC) Program, 19th-21st January 2011.
CCC provides a ‘snapshot’ of environmental
education in WA from catchments, through
corridors to the coast and is presented by
the Australian Association for Environmental
Education. It provides a rich experience,
facilitating the development of networks with and
between practitioners, and an awareness of the
resources and support across WA to help address core environmental and sustainability
issues in the State. Learn about environmental issues, what is being done by community
groups and various levels of government, what resources are available and how we can
all work together for a better environment.
It is a practical program, which focuses on learning through experience and skill
development, while also reflecting the synergies between the environmental education
practitioners in WA. CCC will provide a wealth of take home resources, which will form
a toolkit for participants to use in their own workplace. All of the program content can be
linked to the current West Australian curriculum.
Please refer to the brochure enclosed with this newsletter for the registration form.

World Environmental
Education Congress
19 – 23 July 2011
Brisbane Convention & Exhibition
Centre, Australia
The Congress is targeted at all
individuals
and
organisations
with a stake in environmental and
sustainability education who want
to share learning and experiences
with global experts and peers in
Brisbane, Australia. Environmental
educators
work
in
schools,
higher education, federal, state
and local government agencies,
non-government
organisations,
and in industry and business
developing policy and educational
programs for school students
and the general community.
Abstracts are now being called
for and submissions close on 3rd
December 2010.
For information on abstract
submission and registration go to:
www.weec2011.org

What’s on in Term 4?
Great Gardens Workshops
Various dates in November and
December
Great Gardens workshops have been
designed to inspire, inform, educate and
empower participants to live sustainably
within their region. Specifically we
show participants how they can have a
beautiful landscape and house that costs
less, uses a fraction of the water, energy
and nutrients while producing less waste.
A house and garden that produces home
grown food and is naturally cooler in
Summer and warmer in Winter despite
the rigors of the seasons.
For more information and to find
out when a
workshop will
be held near
you go to www.
greatgardens.
info or phone
1300 369 833.

Leading Change: Living
for One Planet - WA AAEE
Education for Sustainability
Mini-Conference
Monday 29th November 2010
Time TBA
This mini conference, to be held at Perth
Zoo, will showcase the presentations of
the WA presenters at the recent National
Australian Association for Environmental
Education Conference held in Canberra.
Carmen
Lawrence will
be the keynote
speaker while
the rest of the
program is still
being confirmed.
Please go to www.aaeewa.org.au
which will be updated reguarly when
more details are confirmed.

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus
Awareness Project FREE Resources for
Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels
of nutrients that are causing the
growth of algal blooms in the Swan
and Canning Rivers and wetlands.
The project offers opportunities to
school groups including:

A Dance of Science Community Fair
The 2010 National Science Week Community Fair ‘A Dance of Science’ was held at
the Canning River Eco Education Centre on the 15th August. A Dance of Science
was all about exploring the movement or dance of plants, animals, tectonics, planets
and much more from modern science and Indigenous perspectives. The Fair was
an overwhelming success and the 1000 people that attended enjoyed these great
activities, displays and performances:
* Guest speaker Chris Ferreira from Great Gardens

• Algae Buster School Incursions interactive, fun programs where
students learn about catchments,
nutrients and algae.

* A guided walk and talk by Birds Australia

• Building a Frog Pond Incursion
- a must have
incursion
if
a
school
is
considering
building a frog
pond. Students
construct
a
mini frog pond in the classroom
with all the essential elements in
constructing a frog pond covered
in detail.

* The Madjitil Moorna Choir

• Go Fish! Incursion - students learn
what fish live in the Canning River
and what we can do to protect our
native fish.
Drains
River
Gains
• Clean
Incursion - students learn about
drains and pollution through
stencilling drains at school.
• Planting Opportunities (available
Jun - Oct) students plant
local
native
species
into
rehabilitation
sites.
• Resource Sheets - nine resource
sheets are available based around
the nutrient issue.
• Nutrient
display
problem,
nutrients
rivers.

Display - a colourful
which explains the
cause and solution to
and algal blooms in our

For further information or to book
a FREE incursion/excursion or a
display to be set up in your
school
please
contact
the
Phosphorus Awareness Project
Coordinator,
Amy
Krupa
on
9458 5664.

* Indigenous movements and uses of the river
* Dance workshop from Terra Amare Dance Group
* Animal encounters from Kanyana Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre, Armadale Reptile
Centre, Black Cockatoo Preservation Society and the WA Raptor Centre
Kite making, face
painting,
badge
making, Indigenous
rock art, bush craft
and 3D tree activity
... and many other
activities as well
as
free
native
plants and other
give-aways
were
experienced
by
those
attending.
Feedback
forms
completed
by
attendees indicated
that 69% of people
had not previously
attended any National Science Week events.
As part of the Fair a logo competition was held for children aged 6-12 years.
Around 200 entries were received from local schools and day care groups.
The Fair was organised by SERCUL, the Australian Association for Environmental
Education and the City of Canning and supported by National Science Week.
Plans are already in place for next years fair, A Sound of Science, so watch out for
more details as they come to hand.

Tree Planting - Another Successful Season!
The tree planting season has come to an end with another massive effort by our
local schools. Schools participated in 29 planting sessions for 1500 students at
local rehabilitation sites and in their school bushlands. They planted 15 300 plants
and contributed 1400 volunteer hours. Schools involved included Brookman
PS, Rossmoyne PS, Willetton SHS, Belridge SHS, Riverton PS, Applecross PS,
Bannister Creek PS, Queen of Apostles PS, Excelsior PS, Thornlie
Guides, Rossmoyne Bushrangers, Mel Maria PS, East Kenwick
PS, Wirribirra PS, Rostrata PS, Cannington Community College,
Kensington PS, Thornlie SHS, Duncraig SHS, Campbell PS, Orana
Catholic PS and Maddington PS.
A big thank you to all these schools for helping to improve our local
environment. Fingers crossed we get some late rain to help these
plants through what is looking like a very long summer.

Canning River Eco Education Centre
Empowering young people to embrace and protect
our fragile ecosystem.
Officially opened in June 2008, the Canning River Eco Education Centre (CREEC)
is already playing a major role in environmental education and the promotion of
nature conservation. Located near
the historic Kent Street Weir, the
Centre lies on the banks of the
Canning River within the Canning
River Regional Park.
While the Centre caters for the wider
community and environmental
groups, it has a specific focus
on educational programmes to
support curriculum. Through the
Centre, young people have the
unique opportunity to observe and
learn about the Park’s beauty and
its protection firsthand.
For Teachers and Students
The excursions on
offer at CREEC are
outlined in the column
to the right. We
aim for flexibility in
supporting teachers.
If you would like to
modify a programme
to suit your planning
for specific topics,
please feel free to
inquire about how we
can help you.
Please note that while CREEC
aims
to
accommodate
all
students, not all parkland areas
may be suitable for students
with disabilities or impairments.
An excursion guideline package
can be emailed on request. For
more information or to book
contact 9461 7160 or email
creec@canning.wa.gov.au

Canning River Eco
Education Centre
Excursion Programmes for
Term 4
Creepy Crawlies in the Canning
Early Childhood
Mini-beasts for mini-students! Get up
close with creepy crawlies from both
the bush and our waterways.
$4 per student (1 hour)
Birds of a Feather
Middle Childhood
Do you know a Mudlark from a
Moorhen? Grab some binoculars and
get into the park, learning about bird
biodiversity and conservation.
$6 per student (1.5 hours)
Take A Dip
Middle Childhood
Explore what lurks beneath the
water, while finding out how our
small invertebrates are important to
monitoring water health.
$6 per student (1.5 hours)
Catching Up
Middle Childhood/Early Adolescence
Where do our waterways originate?
What happens to the water on your
lawn? Find out how the suburban
home can be damaging our rivers.
$6 per student (1.5 hours)
Testing, Testing H2O
Early Adolescent
Did you know salty water can travel
upstream? Get hands on with
scientific equipment and monitor
water quality in a riverine habitat.
$6 per student (1.5 hours)
SIGNALs in the Stream

t Our Local Heroes
Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the South Region who
are doing great things for the environment. We are always looking
for schools to show case.
If you would like to highlight your schools achievements please
contact Amy on 9458 5664.

Senior Students
Using the SIGNAL model, assess
our river’s health by studying and
classifying the macro-invertebrates
living below the water surface.
$8 per student (2 hours)

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

ALGAE BUSTER

Amy Krupa
Phosphorus Awareness
Project Coordinator
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
Phone: 9458 5664

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

Fax: 9458 5661

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT
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Clean Schools are Green Schools
Important Dates - Term 4, 2010

An exciting new program for schools is available free
of charge from Keep Australia Beautiful (KAB). Clean
schools is a whole of school campaign to reduce litter in
your primary or secondary school.

29th Oct		
		
8th-14th Nov		
		

National Bird Day

5th Dec		
		
6th-12th Dec		
		

International Volunteer Day
Coastcare Week
www.coastcare.com.au/

• Display, posters, stickers and fact sheets

11th Dec		
		
16th Dec		

International Mountain Day

• Evaluation tools

National Recycling Week
www.recyclingweek.planetark.org

Last Day of Term 4

The program contains a step-by-step guide for
implementation. All the support materials you need for your
school to become litter free are provided by KAB when you
register. We also provide curriculum based activity ideas
and support and advice on running the program.
A range of resources are provided with this program:
• Litter activities and competitions
• Litter collection bags and discount on car litter bags
• Certificate and recognition of achievement from KAB
Register at www.kabc.wa.gov.au or contact
cleanschools@dec.wa.gov.au

