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Welcome to Term 1
Welcome to another school year!
This edition includes information
on upcoming workshops and
events, excursions available at
the Canning River Eco Education
Centre, a photography and art
competition and resources that
SERCUL can offer your school.
I look forward to working with
you in 2011 to bring catchment
education into your classroom.

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Coordinator
P.S.. - Please pass this newsletter
on to anyone you think may
benefit from it.
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Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2011
Snorkelling in the ocean, walking in the bush,
getting up close and personal with native fauna,
sharing experiences with farmers – these are
just some of the activities that 32 participants
experienced in the action packed Catchments,
Corridors and Coasts (CCC) Program that ran
from the 19th-21st January 2011.
CCC provided a ‘snapshot’ of environmental
education in WA from catchments, through
corridors to the coast and was presented by
the Australian Association for Environmental
Education (AAEE). It provided a rich experience,
facilitating the development of networks with and between practitioners, and an awareness
of the resources and support across WA to help address core environmental and
sustainability issues. Participants learnt about environmental issues, what is being done
by community groups and various levels of government, what resources are available and
how we can all work together for a better environment.
It was a practical program, which focused on learning through experience and skill
development, while also reflecting the synergies between the environmental education
practitioners in WA. CCC provided a wealth of take home resources, which will form a
toolkit for participants to use in their own workplace. All of the program content can be
linked to the current West Australian curriculum.
CCC is held in January each year. Please refer to www.aaeewa.org.au for further
information on CCC and other events that AAEE are hosting in 2011.

2011 International
Year of Forests
www.un.org/forests/
The International Year of Forests
has a theme of “Forests for
People” celebrating the central
role of people in the sustainable
management, conservation and
development of our world’s
forests.
There
are
multiple
values of forests: forests provide
shelter to people and habitat to
biodiversity; are a source of food,
medicine and clean water; and play
a vital role in maintaining a stable
global climate and environment.
All of these elements reinforce the
message that forests are vital to the
survival and well being of people
everywhere, all 7 billion of us.

What’s on in Term 1?
Seaweek Educators’ Expo
Friday 25th February 2011
The Department of Fisheries will be
hosting the Expo – Western Australia’s
premier education experience for
Seaweek – at the Naturaliste Marine
Discovery Centre. The Expo is suitable
for Primary and Secondary teachers,
pre-service
teachers,
environmental
educators and
anyone interested
in learning more
about marine
education in
Western Australia.
For further details or to book your
place, email Lisa Hill
(lisa.hill@fish.wa.gov.au) or
Michael Burke
(michael.burke@fish.wa.gov.au) or go
to www.nmdc.com.au.

Perth Zoo Sustainability Action
Professional Learning
Thursday 10th March 2011
4.00pm - 6.00pm
This program will give you a stepby-step guide on how to implement
a sustainability program that will
encompass the whole school and
connect with your local community.
We will explore ideas and programs
you can use in the classroom and
demonstrate how Perth Zoo can support
you along your
sustainability
journey. This
program is
delivered in
partnership with
the Australian
Sustainable
Schools Initiative (AUSSi).
Cost: $40 (GST inclusive)
Contact Perth Zoo on (08) 9474 0365.

Algae Busters Page
River Guardians
Photography
Competition
Get your cameras ready and get
snapping. The River Guardians
photography competition is on again
and we are asking you to capture
your favourite part of Perth’s rivers.
The
competition
theme,
My
Riverpark – what I love about Perth’s
iconic rivers, can include photos of
the Swan and Canning rivers or any
activity in the surrounding Riverpark.
The competition is open to amateur
photographers of all ages.

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Resources for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project (PAP) and SERCUL have a number of
initiatives and resources to help teachers with environmental, and specifically
catchment, education in the classroom.

Canoeing on the Canning PD

The Canoeing on the Canning - Professional
Development Day for Teachers will be held again
this year in National Water Week. This will be
the eighth time this popular PD has been held.
By canoeing on the river you will experience
first hand the Canning River ecosystem and its
associated problems. Keep an eye out for the
Term 2 and 3 Catchment Education Newsletters
for more details, and registration information, for
this PD opportunity.

Catchment Incursions/Excursions

Entries and winners will be displayed
in the River Guardians marquee at
the Autumn River Festival, Riverside
Gardens Bayswater on Sunday 3
April. Come to the Festival and vote
in the People’s Choice award.
Winning entries will appear on the
Trust and River Guardians websites.
Prizes include:
First: $500
voucher

The PAP have three incursions suitable for all year levels that teach students about
catchments, nutrients and algal blooms. They also cover how we can look after our
local waterway systems. Have a look at the Resources Available for Schools flier in this
newsletter for more specific information about each of the incursions. The Catchment
Story and River Food Web incursions can also be held as excursions if you are planning
on taking your class to a local wetland or river. The Building a Frog Pond incursion
looks more specifically at frogs but also covers wetland health while the Go Fish!
incursion focuses on the native fish of the Canning River but also covers river health.
All incursions are linked to the Curriculum Framework, a teacher pack of information
and resource sheets will be left for the class after the incursion and best of all, they
are free!

Planting Opportunities
Camera

Electronic

Second: $350 Camera Electronic
voucher
People’s Choice Award – River
Guardians picnic hamper
The photography competition closes
15 March 2011.
Upload your entry through the
River
Guardians
website
at
www.riverguardians.com/
PhotoCompetition/.
Or for competition entry forms and
Terms and Conditions please email
guardians@swanrivertrust.wa.gov.
au or phone 9278 0900.
Would you like to help protect the Swan and
Canning Rivers? Then become a
River Guardian. To find out more go to
www.riverguardians.com

During the planting season (winter and spring months) the PAP and SERCUL
offer planting sessions for schools.
This is a great opportunity to get
students involved in onground action
that has wonderful benefits for the
environment, the students and the
local community. The PAP have
local native plants available that can
be planted in bushland or wetland
areas on your school grounds. If you
don’t have a bushland or wetland
then we will connect you up with a
local ‘Friends of Group’ to plant in
bushland or waterway areas. We will
be putting out a call of interest in Term Two to get involved in these opportunities.

Nutrient Display

A colourful display which explains the problem, cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers. The display is available to be borrowed for a week or up
to a month. It could be set up in your classroom or in the school library.

SERCUL Website

The SERCUL website has an education section containing a wealth of information.
Go to www.sercul.org.au/edu.html for case studies, online resources and much,
much more!

Canning River Eco
Education Centre
Resource Kits Available to Borrow from SERCUL

There are a number of kits and files that contain wonderful information and
activities to help with catchment education in the classroom. They include:

Programmes for Term 1
Creepy Crawlies in the Canning

Frog Kit – A kit containing preserved frogs and
macroinvertebrates of the Perth region, books and other
information, frog activities, frog call and music tapes and a
frog life cycle display.

Early Childhood

Macroinvertebrate Kit – A kit containing basic sampling
and identification equipment for use by schools and other
groups to have a closer look at macroinvertebrates.

$4 per student (1 hour)

Swan River Education Kit – The kit is a fantastic teaching
resource for upper primary and lower high school teachers.
It is full of information, activities and excursions based around the Swan and
Caning Rivers. It has local information that could be related to any water system
in the Perth Metropolitan Area.
Swan River Action Kit – This kit is aimed at adults and upper high school students.
It contains a series of focus sheets with focus questions and information folders
that provide background information about issues on the Swan and Canning
Rivers. The kit encourages discussions and environmental discovery through
learning circles.
Our Bushland Classroom File – This file for primary school students contains
local information and activities to ensure respect, concern and understanding of
the biodiversity and sustainability of our bushland ecosystems.
Salinity in the Classroom File – This file is for Kindergarten - Year 10 providing
information and activities on one of Australia’s worst environmental issues,
salinity.
From Sand to Ducks File - This file is aimed at excursions to the Capel Wetlands
but the activities could be used at any river or
wetland system. There are activities based
around the following areas - plants, aquatics,
fish, frogs, reptiles and birds.
Sunset over the Catchment Board Game This educational board game for upper primary
to adults involves students in learning about and
discussing water as a finite resource, requiring
careful management to sustain water quality as
well as water availability.
To find out about these initiatives or to borrow any of the
resources please call Amy at SERCUL on 9458 5664 or email
amykrupa@sercul.org.au or refer to the Resources Available for
Schools flier in this newsletter.

t Our Local Heroes
Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the South Region who
are doing great things for the environment. We are always looking
for schools to show case.
If you would like to highlight your schools achievements please
contact Amy on 9458 5664.

Mini-beasts for mini-students! Get up
close with creepy crawlies from both
the bush and our waterways.

Bush Detective
Early Childhood
Investigate what animals lurk around
our wetlands and how you can identify
them from the clues they leave behind.
$4 per student (1 hour)
Take A Dip
Middle Childhood
Explore what lives beneath the water,
while finding out how our small
invertebrates are important indicators
for monitoring water health
$6 per student (1.5 hours)
The Frog and the Toad
Middle Childhood
Join us on a frog trail to learn about
the lifecycle of the frog, different frogs
that live along our local waterways
and how to bring frogs to your home.
$6 per student (1.5 hours)
From Range to River
Middle Childhood/Early Adolescence
Where do our waterways originate?
A holistic view of the Swan-Canning
catchment and how our water can be
managed sustainably.
$6 per student (1.5 hours)
Testing, Testing H2O
Middle Childhood/Early Adolescence
Did you know salty water can travel
upstream? Get hands on with
scientific equipment and monitor
water quality in a riverine habitat.
$6 per student (1.5 hours)
Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
hbullimore@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

ALGAE BUSTER

Amy Krupa
Phosphorus Awareness
Project Coordinator
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
Phone: 9458 5664

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark
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Important Dates - Term 1, 2011

The Wing Thing Competitions
The Wing Thing is an interactive website where students
can learn about Hooded Plovers (Hoodies) and some
of their amazing behaviours (did you know that adult
Hoodies will lead predators, including birds of prey, dogs,
and foxes, away from their young by pretending to have a
broken wing?), other beach birds, and how you can look
out for them.

4th Mar		
		

Schools Clean Up Day
www.cleanup.org.au

6th-12th Mar		

Groundwater Awareness Week

7th-13th Mar		
		
		
21st Mar		
		
22nd Mar		
		

Sea Week
www.mesa.edu.au
World Forestry Day

23rd Mar		
		

Ride 2 School Day
www.bv.com.au

26th Mar		
		

Earth Hour
www.earthhour.org

Prizes include binoculars, bird field guides, nature
photography books, 3-disk DVD set of AVATAR and fluffy
talking birds. You will also have the opportunity to be
published online and in future Birds Australia publications.
So start making your birdy art today!

19th Apr		

Last Day of Term 1

Competitions close on 25th March 2011.

22nd Apr		
		

Earth Day
www.earthday.org

For full details go to
www.birdsaustralia.com.au/beach

World Water Day
www.worldwaterday.org

And... take part in the ART EXTRAVAGANZA competition:
create a comic, poster, animation or short film and be in
the running for great birdy prizes!

