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National Science Week–Community EXPO!
Colours of Science

We are currently donning gum
boots, gloves and spades to get
as many plants in the ground as
possible. If you would like to do
some planting with us, you had
better book in quick!

Colour is all around us!

Final preparations are being
made for our annual community
expo with this year’s theme:
Colours of Science. We are so
excited and look forward to
seeing as many of you there as
possible.

As a celebration of National Science Week,
come along to the FREE Community EXPO
being held on Sunday, 19th August at the
Canning River Eco Education Centre. This
year’s theme is Colour!

Included is a brief article about
the different components that
work together to keep our rivers
operating at their peak and
how you can help to create an
environment which encourages
biodiversity.
Hope you have a great Term 3
and we will see you out in the
catchment somewhere soon!

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Like SERCUL on Facebook and
keep up to date with everything
that is happening in landcare.

HOW do plants, animals and humans use
colour to their advantage … for their very
survival?

Arctic foxes change the colour of their fur
according to the season, plants are green
because of the chloroplasts inside them, green
sea turtles aren’t actually green and flamingoes
are pink because of the type of food they eat!
There is so much to know about colour … how
does it all work?
Find out by coming along to our Colours of
Science Community Expo!
Encourage your students to enter the primary
and secondary school youth competitions which are OPEN NOW!
For more information go to the AAEEWA (Australian Association for Environmental
Education WA) website www.aaeewa.org.au. Please see the enclosed flyer for
further information.
Hey, why not wear your favourite colour!

Canoeing on the Canning 2012
Put 26 October 2012 in your diary.
You won’t want to miss this year’s
Canoeing on Canning Teacher Professional Learning!
This will be the 9th time this popular professional learning opportunity has been held.

Electronic Newsletter
At SERCUL, we are working
to reduce the amount of paper
used. If you would like to help
by receiving this newsletter
electronically,
please
email
your name and school to
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
with the subject ‘Electronic
Education Newsletter’.
Please pass this information onto
as many of your colleagues as
you can. The more environmental
educators students have access
to, the happier our planet will be!

Canoeing on the Canning is a full-day professional
learning opportunity, held during National Water
Week in October.
On the day, expect to:
• learn about the Indigenous connections to
the river;
• explore the local biodiversity;
• learn about the fresh water and salt water
ecosystems of the area; and
• hear about the key environmental issues
that threaten the Canning River ecosystem
while canoeing and on foot.
Register early to avoid disappointment as the day is capped at 20 participants.
See the enclosed flyer for further information.
Call Amy on 9458 5664 or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au to register.

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
FREE Resources
for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels of
nutrients that are causing the growth of
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning
Rivers and associated wetlands. The
project offers opportunities to school
and youth groups including:
• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river
food web.
• Building a Frog
Pond Incursion
is a must have
incursion
if
a school is
considering
building
a
frog
habitat.
Students learn
about the frogs of the Perth Region and
listen to their calls. All the essential
elements in constructing a frog habitat
is also covered.
• Go Fish! Incursion where students
learn about the diversity of fish that
live in the Canning River and what we
can do to protect our native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains Incursion
where students learn about drains and
pollution through stencilling drains at
school.
• Planting Opportunities allow students
to plant local native species into
rehabilitation sites and learn why this
is important. (available Jun–Oct)

• Resource Sheets are available based
around the nutrient issue.
• Nutrient Display explains the problem,
cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful
display.
For further information or to book a FREE
incursion/excursion or a display to be set up
in your school please contact:
Amy Krupa or Deb Taborda on 9458 5664
or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

bioDIVERSITY
Biodiversity is the variety of ALL life forms! This is recognised and celebrated
each September during National Biodiversity Month.
Biodiversity is all around us, it is the very fabric of our survival. Every single
living thing on our planet and every corner of our environment is interwoven
and interdependent. However, our actions are challenging the health of our
planet’s amazing biodiversity.
Why not use September, National Biodiversity Month, to perform a
‘biodiversity audit’ around your school and community and start making
some changes. No matter how small they are, they DO make a
difference on a global scale!

What’s in a
RIVER??

Create a natural habitat in your school or choose an area close by
which could use a bit of a lift. Ensure any plants used are native
to the local area. Sometimes natives from other areas can be as
damaging as a weed if it is introduced.

Remove weeds from your school or an area close by. If you
Natural
waterways
are unsure what is considered a weed in your area, check
are made up of various
out: http://www.weeds.gov.au/
different components–all
Look at ways to ‘Reduce, Reuse and Recycle’ within
of which work together to
your school and community. If you are unsure
keep the system in good
about what can be recycled, visit: http://www.
health.
recyclingnearyou.com.au/ Establishing compost
Through urbanisation, a lot
bins and worm farms can assist your school in
of these natural aspects are
reducing the amount of waste going into landfill.
disappearing. However, there are
The resulting products from these activities can
groups, including SERCUL, working to
also be used to benefit your school gardens;
restore some of those natural features.
resulting in reduced use of manufactured
You may find the following explanations
fertilisers.
helpful when discussing rivers with your
Identify the drains within your school
class.
and your community! Where do they

Riffle: An obstruction, such as rocks, which
lead? Establish and develop the good
slows the flow of water and assists in its
practices of ensuring ONLY water
oxygenation as it moves over or around the
goes down our drains. This will
obstruction. The water which is retained behind
reduce the amount of pollution
the riffle also has the chance to be filtered by the
and rubbish ending up in our
vegetation nearby.
precious waterways!
Floodplain: This is a large flat area off to the side of
Your school may also like
the river. As the river fills or floods, excess water flows
to become involved with
over into the floodplain. This area is important. It is full
‘Climate Watch’ (http://
of plants which help to filter the water. It also provides
www.climatewatch.
breeding areas for various native fish and frogs.
org.au/). A great
program working to
Deep pool: It is important for rivers to have various depths.
gather and record
The deep water allows the water to slow down and settle,
data about local
allowing time for excess nutrients to sink to the bottom. These
species to assist
deeper parts of the river also provide homes for some of our native
scientists
fish species.
monitoring
Meandering: When a river runs in a straight line, the water moves
climate
very quickly, taking all pollution and rubbish with it. Local native fish find
change.
it difficult to thrive. As a river twists, bends and turns, the water must slow
down. This gives the vegetation a chance to draw out excess nutrients and
filter the water. It also provides a more suitable habitat for our native fish.
Vegetation: Native plants along the banks of a river, particularly sedges,
have a natural filtration ability. The microbes living within the roots absorb and
hold onto excess nitrates and phosphates which are being carried in the water.
Reducing these particular nutrients in our waterways assists in the reduction of
algal blooms in our rivers. Native shrubs and trees provide homes for various native
species of animals which increases the biodiversity around the river. They also drop
branches into the water, providing habitat for native fish and crayfish.

Our Local Heroes
ARDROSS INDEPENDENT PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Catchment Education Case Study No. 27

Students at Ardross Primary School know the importance of protecting and
maintaining habitats for native species. Over the past few years they have grown
thousands of native seedlings and planted them in the school’s waterwise gardens,
at Al Richardson Reserve, Wireless Hill, Deep Water Point foreshore and on wheat
belt farms such as Quellington in York.
This year students identified the need for bird habitats as something they wanted to
improve. They invited ornithologist, Simon Cherriman, to talk about endangered bird
species including the Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoos. With Simon’s help, Year
6 students built four bird boxes from recycled materials and watched in fascination as
he used ropes to climb 20 metres up a huge gum to secure the largest nesting box.
Additional boxes have been made by students with support from the Bicton Men’s Shed
and Bunnings Melville.
Within two weeks of the installation of the artificial hollows, the school community was
excited to a see pair of Pink and Grey Galahs settling into one of the smaller boxes. So
far no Red-tailed Black Cockatoos have moved in but students have recorded them “flying
around the PrePrimary, calling loudly, chewing honky nuts, drinking from puddles and
eating berries in the lilac tree near the carpark”.
Other guest speakers have added to students’ knowledge (food sources and habitats),
skills and interest in birds. Volunteers from Bird Life WA showed students how to use
binoculars correctly and conducted a bird count on the school grounds and adjacent
park. Even though it was the middle of the day, 17 species were recorded including two
Kookaburras and a Pied Butcher Bird which hadn’t previously been seen at Ardross.
Students are now keen to support and attract more endemic fauna to the school site. They
are researching butterfly attracting plants and are hoping to invite a bat expert to speak to
them about life cycles of bats and their habitat needs.
“We love finding out more about native animals and how to take care of them.” Katherine
Dumas, Year 7.
“The importance of maintaining the natural environment is obvious to us due to all the
visitors who educate us about different species and their needs.” George Thompson, Year 7.

Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Creatures of the Deep
Explore a whole world of biodiversity
beneath the water!
Students use water
sampling
methods
to
investigate
the
diversity of aquatic life.
$6 per student
The River Diaries – A historical account
of life on the Canning
Glimpse into the past lives of people that
lived along the Canning River. Students
investigate significant historical events
that shaped the course of the river and
how it was utilised for hunting, transport,
farming, and recreation.
$6 per student
*Can be booked with an additional guided tour of
Woodloes Homestead at no extra cost.

Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison study
of water quality
Did you know salt water can travel
upstream? Get hands on with scientific
equipment and monitor water quality in a
riverine habitat.
$6 per student
Special Program K–12
Djarlgarra Yarning–Canning River stories
Follow the footsteps of the Nyoongar
people as you discover their traditional
way of life and the
importance of the river
from an experienced
Aboriginal Guide.
Term 3 Wk 6 Aug 27,
28, 29
Term 4 Wk 4 Nov 5, 6, 7
$8 per student
(2 hours)

Our Local Heroes

Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the South Region who
are doing great things for the environment.
We are always looking for schools to show case.
If you would like to highlight your school’s achievements
please contact Amy or Deb on 9458 5664.

Making the Connections
A FREE professional learning workshop
for teachers and school administrators
that explores the ‘AuSSI-WA’ whole
school planning framework for education
for sustainability and the journey towards
becoming a ‘Sustainable School’.
Wednesday, 5 Sept, 9.30am–3.00pm
Email
howard.flinders@education.
wa.edu.au for a registration form.
Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
hbullimore@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

Amy Krupa
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Important Dates – Term 3, 2012
11–19 August

National Science Week
http://www.scienceweek.net.au/

12 August

International Youth Day
http://www.greeningtheblue.org/event/internationalyouth-day-12-august-2012

19 August

Community EXPO: Colours of Science
http://www.aaeewa.org.au

20–26 August

Keep Australia Beautiful Week
http://www.kab.org.au/

September

National Biodiversity Month
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/month.html

3–9 September National Landcare Week
http://www.landcareonline.com.au/?page_id=8659
9 September

Sustainable House Day
http://www.sustainablehouseday.com/

17 September

World Parks Day
http://www.worldparksday.com/world-parks-day.html

1 October

World Habitat Day
http://www.greeningtheblue.org/

PAID
AUSTRALIA

WEBSITE:
Scientists need your help!
ClimateWatch was developed by Earthwatch with the
Bureau of Meteorology and the University of Melbourne to
understand how changes in temperature and rainfall are
affecting the behaviour of Australia’s plants and animals.
The first project of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere,
ClimateWatch enables every Australian to be involved
in collecting and recording data that will help shape the
country’s scientific response to climate change.
Being a ClimateWatcher is simple. You can record species
you see near you or visit ClimateWatch trails.
Through regularly walking a ClimateWatch trail and
recording what you see, you can discover what is
happening in your local environment and contribute to a
national program that helps scientists inform Australia’s
response to climate change. Find a trail near you:
http://www.climatewatch.org.au/trails?region=WA

