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Welcome to Term 4
Wow, what a busy term we have
had.
It has been fantastic to get out
with schools and plant local
native plants to help improve
biodiversity in our suburban
areas. The Science Expo was a
huge success all round and plans
are already underway for next
year’s event!
We are currently undertaking
preparations for our annual
Canoeing on the Canning (if you
haven’t booked your place, better
do it soon!) and Catchments,
Corridors and Coasts. We have a
very busy term four ahead before
we can wrap up for the year.
Hope you have a great Term 4
and we will see you out in the
catchment somewhere soon!

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Like SERCUL on Facebook and
keep up to date with everything
that is happening in landcare.

SERCUL’s

Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2013
Snorkelling in the ocean, walking in the bush, getting up close and personal with
native fauna, sharing experiences with broad scale farmers – these are just some of
the activities you can expect when you participate in the action-packed Catchments,
Corridors and Coasts (CCC) Program, 16 – 18 January 2013.
CCC provides a ‘snapshot’ of environmental
education in WA from its enormous
catchments through its narrowing corridors
to the beautiful coast. It is proudly presented
annually by the Australian Association for
Environmental Education. This professional
learning provides a rich experience,
facilitating the development of networks
between practitioners, and an awareness of
the resources and support available across
WA to help address core environmental and
sustainability issues within the State. Learn
about environmental issues, what is being
done by community groups and various
levels of government, what resources are
available and how we can all work together
for a better environment.
It is a practical program, which focuses on learning through experience and skill
development, while also reflecting the synergies between the environmental education
practitioners in WA. CCC will provide a wealth of take-home resources, which will form
a toolkit for participants to use in his or her own workplace. All of the program content
can be linked to the current Australian curriculum.
Please refer to the brochure enclosed with this newsletter for the registration form or
got to www.aaeewa.org.au.

National Science Week–Community EXPO!
Colours of Science

Electronic
Newsletter

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

At SERCUL, we are working to
reduce the amount of paper used.
If you can help by receiving this
newsletter electronically, please
email your name and school to
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘Electronic Education
Newsletter’.
Please pass this information
onto your colleagues. The more
environmental educators we have,
the happier our planet will be!

The 2012 National Science Week Community Expo ‘Colours of Science’ was held at
the Canning River Eco Education Centre on the 19 August. Colours of Science was
all about exploring the colour of plants, animals, the landscape and much more from
modern science and Indigenous perspectives. The expo was an enormous success with
more than 2000 people attending and enjoying the various activities on offer.
The event was organised to be ‘Waste Wise’. Participants took the challenge very
seriously and considered their waste carefully. At the end of the event, an audit of waste
from the day was undertaken. The results were astounding: only 19 kilograms of waste!
We received more than 120 entries for the primary logo design
competition. The decision was very difficult for the judges, as
all entries were completed to an extremely high standard.
Congratulations to: Jaime Lim (the overall winner) and to
Hanisah Naim, Jarrod Werkendam, Moira Bagano, Ellie
Todd, Rose Stewart, Madison King and Daniel Chee for
winning within his or her age category.
The Expo was organised by SERCUL, the Australian
Association for Environmental Education and the City of
Canning and supported by National Science Week.
Plans are already in place for next year’s expo, so watch out
for more details as they come to hand!

Winning Logo

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
FREE Resources
for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels of
nutrients that are causing the growth of
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning
Rivers and associated wetlands. The
project offers opportunities to school
and youth groups including:
• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river
food web.
• Building a Frog
Pond Incursion
is a must have
incursion
if
a school is
considering
building
a
frog
habitat.
Students learn
about the frogs of the Perth Region and
listen to their calls. All the essential
elements in constructing a frog habitat
is also covered.
• Go Fish! Incursion where students
learn about the diversity of fish that
live in the Canning River and what we
can do to protect our native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains Incursion
where students learn about drains and
pollution through stencilling drains at
school.
• Planting Opportunities allow students
to plant local native species into
rehabilitation sites and learn why this
is important. (available Jun–Oct)

• Resource Sheets are available based
around the nutrient issue.
• Nutrient Display explains the problem,
cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful
display.
For further information or to book a FREE
incursion/excursion or a display to be set up
in your school please contact:
Amy Krupa or Deb Taborda on 9458 5664
or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

Canoeing on the Canning Teacher PD

Our Catchment
The Swan/Avon–Canning
Catchments
drain
an
enormous area into the
Indian Ocean at Fremantle.

Swan/Avon-Canning Catchments

This will be the eighth time this popular PD has been
held. By canoeing on the river you will experience
first hand the Canning River ecosystem and its
associated problems.

Some fast facts:
• The Swan River is 72 km
long.

Register early to avoid disappointment as the day is
capped at 20 participants.

Moora

• The Canning River is 110
km long.
• The Swan/Avon River is
280 km long.
• The Swan and Canning
Rivers and their tributaries
drain a catchment area of
2090 km2.
• The Swan/Avon River
drains a total catchment
area
of
approximately
126 000 km2.

The Canoeing on the Canning–Professional
Development Day will be held again this year on
Friday 26th October 2012.

Southern Cross

Call Amy on 9458 5664 or
email amykrupa@sercul.org.au to register.

Merredin
Joondalup

Northam

Mundaring
Perth
Fremantle

Our Local Heroes

Rockingham

LOCAL KIDS IN LOCAL SCHOOLS PLANTING LOCAL NATIVES!

Mandurah

School Catchment Education Case Study No. 28

Lake Grace

Students from several local schools took up the opportunity to learn about the
importance of planting ‘local native plants’ within their school grounds, school
bushland area or school frog pond.

Bunbury

LEGEND

When we look at the map
and consider the size of this
catchment, it is amazing to
think of the various activities
taking place which may
impact our precious rivers.

major rivers
rivers
major tributaries
minor tributaries
Canning catchment
Swan catchment
Avon catchment
Mortlock catchment
Salt River catchment
Lockhart catchment
Yilgarn catchment

This is why education through
the Phosphorus Awareness
Project is so important. The
project expressly shows students how excessive amounts of nutrients are entering our
river systems through a hands-on experience. The project also empowers students by
discussing how they can each make small changes for a positive result on the health of
our rivers.

Local, National
and International
CONNECTIONS!
A local project which has gone
international is Millennium Kids.
Formed in 1996 it provides a platform
for young people to have their say about the environment. Its aim is to develop local,
regional and international partnerships which empower young people to explore, identify
and address environmental issues through information exchange, membership networks
and on-ground action and development of youth leadership issues.
Schools can become a member, at no cost, and use the site to ‘brag’ about what its
community is doing to make a positive impact within the environment. This process
provides a bank of ideas and actions that could possibly be undertaken within another
school. It provides teachers with a contact network for assistance in undertaking new,
unfamiliar projects.
At SERCUL, we feel this ability to exchange knowledge is vital. It provides a ready
resource for teachers who are interested in sustainability, but don’t quite know where to
start or how to go about setting up such a project within their own school.
It would be worth spending an hour or so checking out their website and finding out what
is happening in the wider community.
www.millenniumkids.com.au

It is easy to underestimate the value of our local native plants, as we often take them for
granted. However, over time, our local native plants are being overtaken by introduced
plant species. These introduced species outcompete the local natives and reduce the
habitat available for our local native fauna.
Students learned about the importance of our local native plant species and their role
in providing habitat for local native fauna. Students also learned that by planting local
native plants, we reduce the need to water and fertilise–yet another way to help our local
environment.
This tree planting season has come to an end
and its great success is due to the massive
effort undertaken by our local schools. Local
schools participated in 29 planting sessions for
more than 917 students at local rehabilitation
sites and in their school bushlands. They
planted 5715 plants and contributed 771
volunteer hours.
Schools involved included: Rossmoyne PS,
Sevenoaks College, Duncraig Vacation Care,
Coolbinia PS, Bertram PS, Beckenham PS,
Cannington Community Education Support
Centre, East Kenwick PS, Roleystone Bushrangers, Goolelal PS, Duncraig Education
Support Centre, Australian Islamic College, Canning Vale PS, All Saints College, Thornlie
PS and Rehoboth College.
A BIG thank you to all these schools for helping to improve our local environment. Fingers
crossed we get some late rain to help these plants through what is looking to be a very
long summer.

Our Local Heroes

Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the South Region who
are doing great things for the environment.
We are always looking for schools to show case.
If you would like to highlight your school’s achievements
please contact Amy or Deb on 9458 5664.

Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Creatures of the Deep
Explore a whole world of biodiversity
beneath the water!
Students use water
sampling
methods
to
investigate
the
diversity of aquatic life.
$6 per student
The River Diaries – A historical account
of life on the Canning
Glimpse into the past lives of people that
lived along the Canning River. Students
investigate significant historical events
that shaped the course of the river and
how it was utilised for hunting, transport,
farming, and recreation.
$6 per student
*Can be booked with an additional guided tour of
Woodloes Homestead at no extra cost.

Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison study
of water quality
Did you know salt water can travel
upstream? Get hands on with scientific
equipment and monitor water quality in a
riverine habitat.
$6 per student
Special Program K–12
Djarlgarra Yarning–Canning River stories
Follow the footsteps of the Nyoongar
people as you discover
their traditional way of
life and the importance
of the river from an
experienced Aboriginal
Guide.
Term 4 Wk 4 Nov 5, 6, 7
$8 per student
(2 hours)
CREEC Night Stalk
Bring your torch!
Wednesday, 31 October 6 – 8 pm
Bookings Essential!
RSVP: (08) 9461 7160
creec@canning.wa.gov.au
Gold Coin Donation
Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
hbullimore@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

Amy Krupa

SERCUL is a proud member of the:

Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au

AuSSI Alliance

Deb Taborda
Environmental Education Officer
debrataborda@sercul.org.au

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark
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Important Dates – Term 4, 2012
5 – 12 Oct

Conservation Week
www.ccwa.org.au

17 Oct

National Ride to Work Day
www.bicyclenetwork.com.au/general/ride2work/

21 – 22 Oct

National Water Week
www.awa.asn.au/nationalwaterweek/

26 Oct

Canoeing on the Canning
amykrupa@sercul.org.au

12 – 18 Nov

National Recycling Week
http://recyclingweek.planetark.org/about/

21 Nov

World Fisheries Day
www.gdrc.org/doyourbit/21_11-fisheries-day.html

5 Dec

International Volunteer Day
www.volunteeringaustralia.org/News-and-Events/International-Volunteer-Day.asp

11 Dec

International Mountain Day
www.fao.org/mnts/en/

16 – 18 Jan

Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2013
www.aaeewa.org.au

Big Zoo Day Out

End of Year Activity for Schools
Book your class in for a special end of year event incorporating a
range of special animal encounters and fun, creative conservation
focused activities.
Early Childhood (Years K to 3): 27 November 2012
Middle Childhood (Years 4 to 7): 28 November 2012
Early Adolescence (Years 8 to 10): 29 November 2012
Time:
9:30 am to 11:40 am (groups can stay on at the Zoo); or
12:00 pm to 2:10 pm (groups welcome to explore the Zoo before
their session starts)
Cost: $13.50 per student (includes Zoo entry)
Call Perth Zoo Discovery and Learning on (08) 9474 0365 to
register your place. Book early as spots are limited.

