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SERCUL’s

Welcome to Term 1
Welcome to our first edition of
2013. We spent some of our
holidays getting up close and
personal with our catchment
on ‘Catchments, Corridors and
Coasts’. We give you some
interesting background on the
Phosphorus Awareness Project
(PAP) and how you can fit it
into your regular program and
have included an insert with all
the resources that PAP offers
schools.
Our Local Heroes celebrates the
great work being done by the
year six students at St Emilie’s
and gives a brief overview of their
program.
Did you know 2013 is the
year of ‘International Water
Cooperation’?
Hope you have a great Term 1
and we will see you out in the
catchment somewhere soon!

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Like SERCUL on Facebook and
keep up-to-date with everything
that is happening in landcare.

Electronic
Newsletter

Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2013
Deb Taborda, SERCUL’s Environmental
Education Officer, was fortunate enough
to attend the Australian Association for
Environmental Education’s (AAEE) WA
Chapter 2013 Catchments, Corridors
and Coasts (CCC) program. This is her
experience of the event:
Prior to the event, I received my itinerary,
and my eye’s nearly popped out of my
head with the amount of content we were
going to cover over the three-day program.
I knew it was going to be great; I also knew
that I would be totally exhausted by the end
of the third day.
The overall education concept was:
Environmental
Education
for
Sustainability
Over the next three days, we were going
to be looking at a small portion of our
‘catchment’ and OUR impact upon it!
We were to be exposed to a range of
environmental issues that exist in the
catchment, experience some of the great
work being done to combat the issues and
learn about ways that individuals can make
a difference.
Day one saw us begin in the hills region;
where our river, streams and creeks begin
their long journey to the coast. Day two saw
us travelling through the ever-narrowing
natural corridors that are constantly under
threat due to our day-to-day activities. Day
three saw us down at our beautiful and
ever-changing coastline.
Detailed information provided by experts in
their field gave an invaluable insight to some
of the issues facing our catchment and
how organisations, both government and
community-based, are working to address
issues and develop ingenious solutions.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

At SERCUL, we are working to
reduce the amount of paper used.
If you can help by receiving this
newsletter electronically, please
email your name and school to
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘Electronic Education
Newsletter’.
Please pass this information
onto your colleagues. The more
environmental educators we have,
the happier our planet will be!

Hands-on activities such as: blind-folded
guided walks through the bush; snorkelling
across the reef; sustainable fishing the
Noongar way; and studying the tiny
macroinvertebrates that call our waterways
home provided memorable experiences
that helped to demonstrate some of the
practices being undertaken to make
meaningful change through community
engagement and education. Opportunities
to network with like-minded souls provided
hope that we were not alone in our quest to
make a change! The wealth of take home
resources gave us a toolkit we could all use
in our future endeavours: with practitioner’s
contacts; web addresses; and brief notes
as a ready reference.
Connections between issues, practitioners,
solutions and education for change were
made clear through this ‘snapshot’ of our
part of the catchment. We were equipped
with the knowledge, skills and tools to be
able to move forward in our personal and
work lives in a more sustainable way.
Catchments, Corridors and Coasts is
co-organised by SERCUL and more
information about it and other AAEE events
can be found at www.aaeewa.org.au.

River Guardians Photography Competition
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The Swan River Trust and Community Newspaper Group are asking amateur photographers to
capture their favourite places, people and wildlife of Perth’s rivers for entry into the River Guardians’
3rd annual photography competition.
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There are more than $4000 worth of great prizes to be won including digital cameras from Camera
Electronic, fabulous Finn Kayaks, Captain Cook Cruises and Scitech family passes, across open and
kid’s categories.
Community Newspaper Group will run selections of photos across their publications and on a public
online gallery. The public can also vote online or at the Autumn River Festival 2013 for the People’s
Choice award.
The photography competition will focus on Life above and below the Swan Canning Riverpark and is
open to all ages from 3 January 2013. Submissions close 8 March 2013.
For more information and to submit your entry, visit www.riverguardians.com
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Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
FREE Resources
for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels of
nutrients that are causing the growth of
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning
Rivers and associated wetlands. The
project offers opportunities to school
and youth groups including:
• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river
food web.
• Building a Frog
Pond Incursion
is a must have
incursion
if
a school is
considering
building
a
frog
habitat.
Students learn
about the frogs of the Perth Region and
listen to their calls. All the essential
elements in constructing a frog habitat
is also covered.
• Go Fish! Incursion where students
learn about the diversity of fish that
live in the Canning River and what we
can do to protect our native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains Incursion
where students learn about drains and
pollution through stencilling drains at
school.
• Planting Opportunities allow students
to plant local native species into
rehabilitation sites and learn why this
is important. (available Jun–Oct)

How the PHOSPHORUS AWARENESS
PROJECT Began . . .

ALGAE BUSTER

The Phosphorus Awareness Project (PAP), formally known as
the Phosphorus Action Group (PAG), was formed in October
1998 as a sub group of the Canning Catchment Coordinating
Group, now SERCUL.
High levels of phosphorus and nitrogen present in the Swan and
Canning River systems and wetlands are promoting the growth
of nuisance algae, especially in the middle to lower reaches of
the Canning and the middle reaches of the Swan. Algae use
excess phosphorus and nitrogen to grow and multiply rapidly to
large numbers, thriving when the weather is warm and sunny
and the water flow is slow.

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

Phosphorus and nitrogen, essential plant and animal nutrients naturally present in our
waterways and soils in very low concentrations, are readily dissolved in water and easily
pass through the food chain. Whilst low levels sustain life, excessive amounts of nutrients
cause serious water quality problems.
The PAP is an education campaign that informs the general community about the impact
of too many nutrients in the Swan and Canning River systems and wetlands and how
to reduce those levels. The project aims to see a decrease in nutrient loads and algal
blooms through changes in community and industry behaviour and practices resulting in
biodiverse and sustainable rivers and wetlands throughout Perth.
The project aims to reduce the amount of nutrients people contribute to waterways through
stormwater drains, groundwater and catchment run-off by:
•
•

•

•

Making the connections for people between their backyards, the stormwater drainage
and groundwater systems and water bodies such as the Swan and Canning Rivers;
Promoting appropriate fertiliser practices for the soils of the region–Fertilise Wise.
The lack of general awareness of high nutrient levels in fertilisers is a target for the
campaign;
Educating householders to use P-free (NP) detergents, particularly in unsewered
areas of the catchment, and to consider the contribution of pet faeces to nutrient loads
in the catchment as well as bread fed to water birds; and
Targeting the community, schools, local government and industry to decrease their
nutrient outputs through education.

The Phosphorus Awareness Project is managed by Project Coordinator, Amy Krupa, is
hosted by SERCUL and is supported by the Swan River Trust.

Fitting it ALL in!

• Resource Sheets are available based
around the nutrient issue.
• Nutrient Display explains the problem,
cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful
display.
For further information or to book a FREE
incursion/excursion or a display to be set up
in your school please contact:
Amy Krupa or Deb Taborda on 9458 5664
or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au
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Year 4:

OUR LOCAL HEROES
St Emilie’s Catholic Primary School – Kerrie Cogger
School Catchment Education Case Study No. 29

The year six students at St Emilie’s Catholic Primary School
have recently undertaken the study of a local wetland near
their school. It is a man-made urban waterway designed
to provide residents with a pleasant recreational area as
well as increase biodiversity in the area. The aim of the
study was to learn about the health of the waterway and
inform local council and residents of their findings.
The students completed a series of activities to learn about
the area, including visits from SERCUL’s Deb Taborda to
learn about the catchment, and to assess the quality of the site. These activities included:
A site assessment - students identified and rated the vegetation (native and introduced),
the water (colour and smell), the condition of the banks, native fauna (in and around the
water), general cleanliness of the area (including litter and dog droppings) and use of
the area. Each category was given a rating which resulted in a final overall score. This
provided the students with a solid basis for further investigation to find out if their initial
observations were accurate!
Water quality testing - two sites were chosen for
testing water temperature, pH levels, saline levels and
turbidity (water cloudiness). As a result of these tests,
students identified that the water quality was fairly good;
supporting students’ initial observations during the site
assessment.
Aquatic macroinvertebrate sampling - once again two
separate sites were selected for ‘macro’ collection.
Macroinvertebrates can be used to assess the quality
and health of a waterway. Some macroinvertebrates
are very tolerant to pollution, while others are extremely
sensitive. Finding ‘sensitive’ macros in the water,
generally indicates the water quality and health is good.
Students identified several sensitive ‘macro’ species
during their observations, indicating the health of the
waterway is quite good; also supporting their earlier findings during the site survey and
the water quality testing.
Students didn’t just end their study there. They used the information to create a detailed
report with reasonable, specific and sensible recommendations about improving the
wetland to send to their local council! Students also used design packages to produce a
brochure to inform local residents of their findings and recommendations for the area. The
brochure asked local residents to be responsible for their own rubbish and dog droppings
when visiting the wetland. Students also provided the residents with clear reasons as to
why it was so important for the health of the wetland and all of the plants and animals that
call it home! These brochures were delivered to every home close to the wetland and it will
be interesting to observe if residents take up the challenge to take more care!

Our Local Heroes

Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the South Region who
are doing great things for the environment.
We are always looking for schools to show case.
If you would like to share your school’s achievements
please contact Amy or Deb on 9458 5664.

Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Creatures of the Deep
Explore a whole world of biodiversity
beneath the water!
Students use water
sampling
methods
to
investigate
the
diversity of aquatic life.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison study
of water quality
Did you know salt water can travel
upstream? Get hands on with scientific
equipment and monitor water quality in a
riverine habitat.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Special Events - Term 1
Earth Day Expo
International Earth Day reminds us we
all share the same
planet.
Celebrate
this important event
with a whole day
of fun, interactive
sustainabilityrelated
activities
presented
by
environmental organisations that are
passionate about the future.
Wk10, Friday 12 April 9.30am-2pm
Y1-7
$4 per student
*Limit of 2 classes (60 students) per
school
Djarlgarra Yarning–Canning River stories
Follow the footsteps of
the Nyoongar people
to experience firsthand how resources
provided by the land
and water were used
sustainably and how
the seasons dictated
their availability and
use.
Wk 11: April 15,16 & 17
K-Y12
$8 per student
(2 hours)
Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
hbullimore@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

SERCUL is a proud member of the:
AuSSI Alliance

Amy Krupa
Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
Deb Taborda
Environmental Education Officer
debrataborda@sercul.org.au

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark
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Important Dates – Term 1, 2013
2nd Feb		
World Wetlands Day
		www.ramsar.org/
1st Mar		
Schools Clean Up Day
		www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/
3rd-9th Mar

Sea Week – ‘Sustainable Seas’

		www.nmdc.com.au/
10th-16th Mar Groundwater Awareness Week
		www.ngwa.org/
21st Mar		
World Forestry Day
		www.fao.org/forestry/en/
22nd Mar		
World Water Day
		www.unwater.org/watercooperation2013/index.html
10th Apr		
Biology, Earth and Environmental Science Day
		www.aaeewa.org.au/events.html
12th Apr		
Earth Day Expo
		www.aaeewa.org.au/events.html
22nd Apr		
Earth Day
		www.earthday.org

The UN International Year 2013 and the World
Water Day, 22 March 2013, will be devoted to the
theme ‘Water Cooperation’. Water cooperation has
multiple dimensions including cultural, educational,
scientific, religious, ethical, social, political, legal,
institutional and economic aspects.
www.unwater.org/watercooperation2013/index.html

