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SERCUL’s

Welcome to Term 2
We were extremely busy last
term, working with some fabulous
schools doing fabulous work! We
are constantly amazed by the
brilliant work being undertaken
by our youth. It gives us hope for
the future.
This term we look at various
special days in the ‘eco calendar’,
their importance and how you can
bring them into your school or
class! We also take a close look
at what’s happening at Lynwood
Senior High School in their
Specialist Academic Program
based on the Environment
and Life Sciences. Maybe their
program can inspire you and
your school to look closely at
your sustainability program.
We hope you have a great Term
2 and we will see you out in the
catchment somewhere soon!

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Like SERCUL on Facebook and
keep up-to-date with everything
that is happening in landcare.

Electronic
Newsletter

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

At SERCUL, we are working to
reduce the amount of paper used.
If you can help by receiving this
newsletter electronically, please
email your name and school to
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘Electronic Education
Newsletter’.
Please pass this information
onto your colleagues. The more
environmental educators we have,
the happier our planet will be!

National Tree Day – 26th July for Schools
National Tree Day on the 26th July is an ideal time to plant local native plants.There are
many reasons why planting native plants that are local to your area is important.
Local native plants have adapted over a There may be a whole range of benefits
long period of time to the specific conditions that local native plant communities will
in your area. Therefore they are best bring, depending on the local, regional and
adapted to grow in these local conditions broader context.
and will be more likely to thrive than plants Here are just some examples of the benefits
from a different region.
of restoring native areas of bushland:
In our increasingly urbanised world, much • Supporting native animals: birds, bats,
of the threat to our native wildlife is through
possums, bees and snails and other
loss of habitat due to clearing for urban
wildlife, in many cases these are in
development or agriculture; causing our
decline or endangered.
native bushland to become increasingly
• Helping to combat salinity.
fragmented.
Local plant communities provide the • Improving water quality in a waterway
thus promoting aquatic life.
most suitable food and habitat for local
native wildlife. This is especially the case • Preventing soil erosion.
if a mixture of plants is selected to reflect • Helping to save an endangered animal
the balance (between trees, shrubs and
from extinction.
groundcovers) that originally occurred
Providing a buffer zone to reduce the
•
before disturbance.
impact on sensitive areas of native
Restoring native landscapes through
habitat.
planting local native plants is vitally
• Providing clean fresh air.
important for preserving the biodiversity
unique to a given area, • Increasing rainfall by releasing water
vapour (through transpiration) and fine
and helping to minimise
particles such as pollen, which are
the impacts of climate
required to seed rain drops.
change. Ongoing projects
carried out by Landcare • Securing our food resources: around
one-third of our food comes from plants
and Bushcare groups
that rely on native pollinators such as
can help to bring back
insects!
what was once there.
Providing a green corridor that connects
•
Don’t take
up existing remnants of bushland.
the bush for
Visit: www.sercul.org.au/downloads.html to
granted!
download your Grow Local Plants Guide!

Planting Season – Here we Come!
Autumn through Spring
is the ideal time to plant
local species into degraded
bushland, river bank and
wetland areas. Our rain
seems to be coming later
each year, so planting will
take place during Term 3
this year.
At SERCUL we have a
number of sites available
where
students
can
participate in a hands-on
educational hour, half day
or full day, depending on
the time you have available.

Not only will students
be improving their local
community but they will
learn about the benefits
of planting native species
including increasing the
biodiversity of the area,
helping to combat climate
change and air pollution
and improving the health of
rivers and wetlands.
To get your class involved in
a planting session, either at
a local site, or a bushland or
wetland area on your school
grounds please contact:

Amy or Deb on 9458 5664
or
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
or
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
This planting could coincide
with a special day such as
Arbor Day or Schools Tree
Day (26 July). You can also
organise a planting event at
any time convenient to your
class. All plants, equipment
and fun provided.

It will be first in best
dressed!

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
FREE Resources
for Schools

International Day for Biological Diversity
22nd May 2013

The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels of
nutrients that are causing the growth of
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning
Rivers and associated wetlands. The
project offers opportunities to school
and youth groups including:
• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river
food web.
• Building a Frog
Pond Incursion
is a must have
incursion
if
a school is
considering
building
a
frog
habitat.
Students learn
about the frogs of the Perth Region and
listen to their calls. All the essential
elements in constructing a frog habitat
is also covered.
• Go Fish! Incursion where students
learn about the diversity of fish that
live in the Canning River and what we
can do to protect our native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains Incursion
where students learn about drains and
pollution through stencilling drains at
school.
• Planting Opportunities allow students
to plant local native species into
rehabilitation sites and learn why this
is important. (available Jun–Oct)

The theme Water and Biodiversity was chosen to coincide with the
United Nations International Year of Water Cooperation 2013.
Water sustains all life on Earth. It is vital for all people and determines
our way of life. Providing and sustaining water for the needs of people
around the world is a major challenge. The ecosystems of our world,
particularly forests and wetlands, ensure that clean water is available
to human communities. Water in turn underpins all ecosystem services.
The term ‘biodiversity’ refers to the variety of plants, animals,
microorganisms and the ecosystems in which they occur. Water and biodiversity are
interdependent — a disruption in either leads to a disruption in both. Because all life
depends on water, the hydrological cycle drives how the environment functions; put simply,
it sustains life. The vegetation and soil in the environment drive the movement of water.
Plants, soils and animals not only sustain the hydrological cycle, they also play a significant
role in purifying water. Wetland plants commonly remove high levels of nutrients, such as
phosphorus and nitrogen, preventing them from reaching drinking water; many wetland
plants can also remove toxic substances, such as heavy metals. Biodiversity, mainly
bacteria but also animals and plants, enables this to
happen. This service provided by biodiversity can be
used to purify water — eventually making it fit to drink!
To celebrate the International Day for Biological Diversity
you could invite SERCUL Education Officers to your
school to run the River/Wetland Food Web incursion.
This incursion covers both clean water and our local
waterway biodiversity.

World Turtle Day – 23rd May
Turtle Watch began in 2005, when

community members of an independent
primary school in the Perth metropolitan
area of Western Australia expressed
concern about evident threats to the local
turtles living in nearby wetlands. Early
investigation suggested that road deaths
and a lack of suitable nesting sites were
impacting on the turtle population.
Drought, climate change, roads and land
clearing are all threats facing the Oblong
or Long Necked Turtle – a vital part of
local wetland ecology.
Record any sightings at:
http://www.climatewatch.org.au

• Resource Sheets are available based
around the nutrient issue.
• Nutrient Display explains the problem,
cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful
display.
For further information or to book a FREE
incursion/excursion or a display to be set up
in your school please contact:
Amy Krupa or Deb Taborda on 9458 5664
or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

SERCUL
is
currently
gathering
resources
to
support teachers in the
classroom who wish to draw
attention to the plight of our native
turtles. This resource kit will be available
soon! For the time being, AAEE WA have
resources available online for teachers
to use in the classroom.

ING
COM
SOON

Teaching resources available through:
http://www.aaeewa.org.au/
turtlewatchedkit.html

Book Review
Turtle-Taxi (Published by Cygnet Books)

A delightful picture book based on our Western
Australian fauna. The story follows Chelodina
the long necked turtle on her journey to find a
new home when her swamp dries up. A new
home is not so easy to find because of human
development and she becomes the Turtle-Taxi,
helping other local native fauna on their quest for
a new home also.
Guundie Kuchling, author and illustrator, takes
great care to ensure that all information is
scientifically correct.
She blends the story
and the scientific fact
beautifully.
A MUST READ!

OUR LOCAL HEROES
Lynwood Senior High School – Joanne Willesee
School Catchment Education Case Study No. 30

Lynwood Senior High School is leading the way with Education for Sustainability by
implementing a range of programs within the school.
Sustainability is a whole-school
focus and all learning areas embed
this into their curriculum.

Photograph courtesy of
Water Corporation

Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Creatures of the Deep
Explore a whole world of biodiversity
beneath the water!
Students use water
sampling methods to
investigate the diversity
of aquatic life.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)

Staff are regularly involved in professional learning
activities to address sustainability and its implementation
in the Australian curriculum.

Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison study
of water quality

The school has a Specialist Academic Program called
Environment and Life Sciences which is a crosscurricular approach to studying sustainability. Students are
actively involved in a range of environmentally-focused
programs such as:
• a biodiversity audit,
• an engineering project,
• the construction of a wetland on our school site (with the
support of funding grants and SERCUL) and
• rehabilitation of the native environment at our local
creek, Bannister Creek.

Did you know salt water can travel
upstream? Get hands on with scientific
equipment and monitor water quality in a
riverine habitat.

Lynwood also has a senior school program called LEAF,
where students undertake a certificate in Horticulture,
maintain our large organic garden and are currently
building an aquaponics/hydroponics centre.
During August, the school celebrates sustainability with
a week of activities, guest speakers, presentations and
an Expo. This week is a highlight in the school calendar
and a chance for the school to showcase the work we
do every day, whilst linking with the many partners and
organisations we work with. Last year’s Sustainability
Week was a huge success and we have commenced
planning for this year.
Last year Lynwood was awarded Water Wise School of
the Year from the Water Corporation and came second
in the DEC WA Environment Awards in the Environment
Education and Communication category. The school
Photograph courtesy of
is actively striving to improve its sustainability practices
Water Corporation
in a range of ways and is working towards Waste Wise
accreditation. This multifaceted approach has enabled the school to brand itself as a
‘Centre for Environment and Life Sciences’.

Our Local Heroes

Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the South Region who
are doing great things for the environment.
We are always looking for schools to show case.
If you would like to share your school’s achievements
please contact Amy or Deb on 9458 5664.

$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Special Events – Term 2
Great Gardens Riverwise Workshops
Gardening workshops covering water
wise and fertilise wise gardening
FREE, Wednesday 22 May, Workshop 1
6.00 – 7.15 pm, Workshop 2 7.30 – 8.45 pm
Register: www.greatgardens.info
The World of Water: Sustainable water
use globally and locally
Water scarcity, security, pollution and
wastage are key issues humans face
worldwide.
CREEC, One World Centre and AAEEWA
have joined to provide teachers with
quality, curriculum-based resources
that support an understanding of the
importance of water in both a global
and local context. Teachers of S&E,
History and Geography will particularly
benefit from this professional learning
opportunity.
Two
quality
teacher
resources provided FREE to workshop
participants.
Middle School Teachers (Y6 – Y10)
FREE, Wednesday 29 May, 4pm – 6pm
Afternoon tea provided, Bookings
required
Canning River Ramble
Reminisce about the rich and colourful
history of the Canning presented by local
people.
FREE, Thursday 30 May, 6.30pm – 8.30pm
Light supper supplied
Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
hbullimore@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

Amy Krupa

SERCUL is a proud member of the:

Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au

AuSSI Alliance

Deb Taborda
Environmental Education Officer
debrataborda@sercul.org.au

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark
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Important Dates – Term 2, 2013
6 – 11 May		
International Composting Awareness Week
		www.compostweek.com.au/core/
11 – 12 May
World Migratory Bird Day
		www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/2013/
22 May		
International Day for Biological Diversity
		www.cbd.int/idb/2013/
23 May		
		

World Turtle Day
www.mnn.com/earth-matters/animals/blogs/		
happy-world-turtle-day

5 June		
World Environment Day: Think•Eat•Save
		www.unep.org/wed/
8 June		
World Oceans Day
		worldoceansday.org/
17 June
		

World Day to Combat Desertification
www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Event-and-		
campaigns/WDCD/Pages/default.aspx

26 July		
Schools Tree Day
28 July		
National Tree Day
		treeday.planetark.org/

PAID
AUSTRALIA

WA Landcare Awards
Landcarers and coastcarers are encouraged to submit a
nomination for the 2013 Landcare Awards supported by the
State NRM Office.
The awards honour the invaluable work that is
being undertaken by the Landcare community,
with the winners from all State & Territory
Awards going forward as finalists to the
prestigious National Landcare Awards in 2014.
There are nine national categories, covering a range of
environmental projects and themes, including sustainable
agriculture, coastal rehabilitation and Indigenous land
management. Individuals, schools, community groups and
networks working to protect or restore local environments,
farms, coastlines, native vegetation, bushlands, wetlands,
waterways, and more, can be nominated.
For more information visit www.landcareonline.com.au/2013state-territory-landcare-awards/wa or contact Natalie Moore at
natalie.moore@landcareaustralia.com.au or phone:
9368 3166. Nominations close Sunday 30 June 2013.

