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Welcome to Term 2
We’ve had a fabulous start to 2014, with
the launch of several new programs
and our new Teacher’s Guides which
support our book A Field Guide to
Freshwater Fishes, Crayfishes and
Mussels of South-Western Australia.
Our Local Heroes celebrates an
exciting development at a school
where we set up a frog habitat.
If your school is interested in being
water and fertilise wise across the
entire school grounds, please see the
enclosed information for a worthwhile
professional learning for your school
gardener.
We also remind you that if you haven’t
planned your native planting event
yet, you had better get your booking
organised soon!
We hope you have a great Term 2 and
we will see you out in the catchment
somewhere soon!

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Like SERCUL on Facebook and keep
up-to-date with everything that is
happening in landcare.

Electronic
Newsletter

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

At SERCUL, we are working to
reduce the amount of paper used.
If you can help by receiving this
newsletter electronically, please
email your name and school to
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘Electronic Education
Newsletter’.
Please pass this information
onto your colleagues. The more
environmental educators we have,
the happier our planet will be!

SERCUL’s

Planting Season

It’s time to get our Green Thumbs on!
During the planting season of 2013, SERCUL
worked with students from 26 schools to
plant 7305 plants across various sites. Our
rain seems to be coming later each year, so
planting will take place during Term 3 this
year.
At SERCUL we have a number of sites
available where students can participate
in a hands-on educational hour, half day or
full day, depending on the time you have
available. Not only will students be improving
their local community but they will learn
about the benefits of planting native species
including increasing the biodiversity of the
area, helping to combat climate change and air pollution and improving the health of rivers
and wetlands.
To get your class involved in a planting session, either at a local site, or a bushland or wetland
area on your school grounds please contact:
Amy or Deb on 9458 5664
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
This planting could coincide with a special day such as Arbor Day or Schools Tree Day (25
July). You can also organise a planting event at any time convenient to your class. All plants,
equipment and fun provided.

It will be first in best dressed!

KIDS POSTER COMPETITION–
Reel it in

A fishing line disposal unit campaign has been
launched to reduce fishing line entanglements
impacting on dolphins, pelicans and other wildlife in
the Swan Canning Riverpark.
What is the aim of the Competition?
To encourage students to get creative to design
and produce a poster advertising the newly
installed fishing line bins around the Swan and
Canning Riverpark which can be found at popular
recreational fishing locations.
Who can participate?
Any student from a Perth Metro Region school
aged 9 to 14.
What should students include in their poster?
Information on why people should use the bins and
the consequences of fishing line being disposed of
incorrectly while using an eye-catching design!
When does the competition end?
4 pm Friday, 30 May 2014
How do you submit your posters?
Send to the Swan River Trust Education Officer:
► PO Box 6829 East Perth WA 6892
► On the back of the poster include: name, age,
school, contact phone and/or email
How do you get further information?
Please call Linley on 9278 0919

Clean Schools
Workshops

Keep Australia Beautiful
Do you have a litter
problem in your school?

Date:

21 May 2014

Time:

1 – 4 pm

Venue:

Alice Daveron Centre–
Lockridge

Cost: FREE! We will also provide
half-day relief for up to two staff
members from each school.
What:
KAB provides FREE
professional learning sessions for
primary and secondary schools
wanting to learn how to stop
littering behaviour at school. The
Clean Schools program provides a
step-by-step guide on how to run
a whole-school litter-prevention
program and free resources.
Contact:
Cathy Hadlow
cathy.hadlow@kabc.wa.gov.au

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
FREE Resources
for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels of
nutrients that are causing the growth of
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning
Rivers and associated wetlands. The
project offers opportunities to school
and youth groups including:

A Teacher’s Guide to Freshwater Fishes, Crayfishes and
Mussels of South-Western Australia
SERCUL is excited to announce that A Teacher’s Guide to Freshwater Fishes, Crayfishes &
Mussels of South-Western Australia is now available.
A Teacher’s Guide to Freshwater Fishes, Crayfishes
and Mussels of South-Western Australia was launched
by SERCUL Chair, Pat Hart, at a teacher workshop held
on Wednesday 26th March, at the Canning River Eco
Education Centre. Go to the SERCUL Facebook page
to view photos of the launch

• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river
food web.
• Building a Frog
Habitat is a must
have incursion
if a school is
considering
building
a
frog
habitat.
Students learn
about the frogs
of the Perth Region and listen to
their calls. All the essential elements
in constructing a frog habitat is also
covered.
• Go Fish! allows students to learn
about the diversity of fish that live in
our local waterways and what we can
do to protect our native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains allows
students to learn about the links
between drains and pollution through
stencilling drains at school.
• Planting Opportunities allow students
to plant local native species into
rehabilitation sites and learn why this
is important (available Jun–Oct).

http://www.facebook.com/pages/
SERCUL/118843058159707
The Teacher’s Guide is a companion document to the
book A Field Guide to Freshwater Fishes, Crayfishes
& Mussels of South-Western Australia, two brochures
and three short films which were launched in 2011 in
collaboration with Murdoch University’s Freshwater Fish Group and Fish Health Unit.
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A Teacher’s Guide to Freshwater Fishes, Crayfishes & Mussels of South-Western Australia
has separate booklets for each year level from Years 1 – 10. The aim of this Teacher’s
Guide is to provide a supporting document for the book, A Field Guide to Freshwater
Fishes, Crayfishes and Mussels of South-Western Australia and enable students to
develop an understanding of the importance of our native fish and other fauna as well as
the problems they face in our waterways. This resource was written to provide teachers
with activities which link directly to the National Science Curriculum with a local focus.
Salamanderfish
Find out what these

• Nutrient Display explains the problem,
cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful
display.
For further information or to book a FREE
incursion or a display to be set up in your
school please contact:
Amy Krupa or Deb Taborda on 9458 5664
or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

Biological sciences
ACSSU043 Living things have structural features and
adaptations that help them to survive in
their environment

aestivates
mucous sac

Elaborations
describing and listing adaptations of
living things suited for the Australian
environment
comparing types of adaptations such as
behavioural and structural

The Fish

vertebrae

The fish depicted in this activity is the ‘Salamanderfish’ which is found on page 14 of the
Field Guide.
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The activities provided within each booklet are designed to suit the specific year level.
Each booklet also contains teacher notes and student information pages with detailed
information about the specific freshwater fauna species highlighted. For each of these
species where it can be found in the Field Guide and whether film footage is available
to view is also included. Key words are used to help students understand more about
these topics through researching word meanings and finding the words in a Hidden Word
puzzle; a glossary has also been included to assist the teacher with word meanings.
The Teacher’s Guides can be downloaded free of charge for a limited time only from this
website:
http://www.sercul.org.au/ffteacherguide.html
Hard copies of each Guide can be purchased. Several packages are also available for
purchase online:
1. A package containing one year level Teacher Guide, 15 Field Guides and a DVD
2. Primary package containing Teacher Guides 1 – 6, 15 Field Guides and a DVD
3. Secondary package containing Teacher Guides 7 – 10, 15 Field Guides and a DVD

OUR LOCAL HEROES

TE Primary School (case study number 33).
A
D
Big excitement at our school today as
UP

We received an uplifting update from Good Shepherd Catholic

we were exploring our frog pond habitat. We
found three frogs looking quite at home. The kids
were beside themselves. What species do you think they
are? We thought motorbike frogs? Thanks so much for the
incursion you ran last year – it’s one of the best incursions in
Perth. Tiddalik’s Place is a big hit at our school. The special
needs kids love to go and visit it regularly as do all of the
other students. – Kristy Maher
We love to receive feedback, especially when its such great
news!			
And yes, it is a motorbike frog!

Our Local Heroes

Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the Perth Region who
are doing great things for the environment.
We are always looking for schools to show case.
If you would like to share your school’s achievements
please contact Amy or Deb on 9458 5664.

School Gardener Waterwise
Training Course
The School Gardener Waterwise Training
Course is specifically tailored for a school
ground environment and will cover a general
understanding of waterwise and fertilise wise
best practice as applied within the horticultural
and landscaping industry. This two day training
course is applicable to school gardeners at any
level.
This training is presented in partnership with
Challenger Institute of Technology Murdoch,
SERCUL and the Water Corporation.

Greening Challenge
Men of the Trees is going to
attempt to break a Guinness Book
of World Record by planting 100
000 plants in one hour onsite
at Whiteman Park on National
Schools Tree Day–25 July.
The World Record attempt through
the Guinness Book of Records,
will aim to encourage support for
their core mission, promote an
awareness of the role of trees and
understorey in the environment
and their contribution to the
welfare of mankind.

To be part of this exciting
challenge
email
Paula
at
paula@menofthetrees.com.au

To register visit shortcourses.challenger.
wa.edu.au and search ‘school gardener’ or call
1300 300 252.

Explore a whole world of biodiversity
beneath the water!
Students use water
sampling
methods
to investigate the
diversity of aquatic
life.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison study
of water quality
Did you know salt water can travel
upstream? Get hands on with scientific
equipment and monitor water quality in a
riverine habitat.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Special Events – Term 2
The World of Water
- Sustainable water use globally and
locally
Water scarcity, security, pollution and
wastage are key issues humans face
world-wide.

The attempt will mean that
65 hectares of land will be
revegetated and will have longterm benefits for our environment.

Please refer to the flyer in this newsletter for
further information and for course dates.

Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Creatures of the Deep

www.menofthetrees.com.au/
programs/greening-challenge/

CREEC, One World Centre and AAEEWA have joined to
provide teachers
with
quality,
curriculumbased resources
that support an
understanding of
the
importance
of water in both a global and local
context. Teachers of S&E, History, and
Geography will particularly benefit from
this professional learning opportunity.
Two quality teacher resources provided.
FREE to workshop participants
Middle School Teachers (Y6-Y10)
Wednesday 28 May 2014
4.00pm-6.00pm
Cost FREE
Afternoon tea provided

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
(WA CHAPTER)

Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
hbullimore@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

SERCUL is a proud member of the:
AuSSI Alliance

Amy Krupa
Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
Deb Taborda
Environmental Education Officer
debrataborda@sercul.org.au

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
(WA CHAPTER)
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If undeliverable, please return to:
Educators
SERCUL Inc.
69 Horley Road
Beckenham WA 6107

Important Dates – Term 2, 2014
5 – 11 May

International Composting Awareness Week
www.compostweek.com.au/core/

10 – 11 May

World Migratory Bird Day
www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/

22 May

International Day for Biological Diversity
www.cbd.int/idb/

23 May

World Turtle Day
www.nccbarbados.gov.bb/event/world-turtle-day

5 June

World Environment Day:
Raise your voice not the sea level
www.unep.org/wed/

8 June

World Oceans Day
worldoceansday.org/

17 June

World Day to Combat Desertification
www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Event-andcampaigns/WDCD/Pages/default.aspx

July

Plastic-free July

25 July
27 July

Schools Tree Day
National Tree Day
treeday.planetark.org/

PAID
AUSTRALIA

STAR AWARDS
Enter the STAR AWARDS for your chance to WIN!
Are you keeping the scene clean?
The STAR Awards program was developed by Keep Australia
Beautiful WA to provide you with the opportunity to be recognised
and rewarded for your efforts in preventing and reducing litter in
your community.
Entries open Monday 7 April 2014
There are several categories available for you to enter!
Read more about entry criteria and registration.
http://www.kabc.wa.gov.au/programs/kab-star-awards.html
We look forward to receiving your entry!
Hayley Parke
STAR Awards Program Coordinator
Keep Australia Beautiful WA
Tel: 08 6467 5122
Email: hayley.parke@kabc.wa.gov.au

