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Welcome to Term 3
Phew, what a crazy busy term 2! We
hope you have enjoyed the two week
break and feel revitalised and ready to
go.
Term 3 is looking to be jam-packed full
of great learning opportunities for all
of you interested in sustainability of
our natural world.
We are working hard to get ready for
our annual Community Science Expo,
with this years’ theme . . . TOUCH!
We will also be celebrating a decade of
Canoeing on the Canning. Book soon
and celebrate this amazing milestone!
SERCUL are also looking for interested
schools to help with planting here at
the homestead; we have 10 000 plants
which need to be in the ground by the
end of spring—if your school can help,
please let us know.
We hope you have a great Term 3 and
we will see you out in the catchment
somewhere soon!

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Like SERCUL on Facebook and keep
up-to-date with everything that is
happening in landcare.

SERCUL’s

FR
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A T UCH of Science
COMMUNITY EXPO

Sunday 17 August
10 am – 3 pm

Canning River Eco Education Centre

Get ‘in touch’ with science by investigating all things ‘science’ with hands on, interactive
activities, workshops, presentations and displays.
Please refer to the flyer in this newsletter for further information.

Youth Competition . . .
As part of the Expo, a primary school logo competition is now open.
Children from Kindy to Year 7 can design a logo which can be used
on a banner to advertise the theme of the Expo.
Entries close at 4 pm WST on Wednesday 6 August 2014.
Check www.aaeewa.org.au for further details about the event and
to download the entry form.

BEES Day 2014

Registrations—Now Open!

Biology, Earth and Environmental Science Day (BEES Day) is a project jointly managed by
the Central Institute of Technology and the WA Chapter of AAEE. This allows presenters
to share their passion about their work with secondary students from Years 9 – 11 and
encourage them to consider these subjects in Yr 11 and Yr 12. These informative hands-on
sessions help students see the importance of good sciences for our future.
BEES Day will be on Friday 24th October 2014, at Central Institute of Technology, Greenskills
Building, 140 Royal St, East Perth.
Visit www.aaeewa.org.au/events.html#bees for information on how to register for the day.

JUNIOR DOLPHIN WATCH
Electronic
Newsletter

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

At SERCUL, we are working to
reduce the amount of paper used.
If you can help by receiving this
newsletter electronically, please
email your name and school to
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘Electronic Education
Newsletter’.
Please pass this information
onto your colleagues. The more
environmental educators we have,
the happier our planet will be!

The Dolphin Watch project launched by the
Swan River Trust in April 2009 focuses on
one of the Swan Canning Riverpark’s most
iconic species; Indo-Pacific bottlenose
dolphins.
Dolphin Watch recognises the importance
of dolphins as potential indicators of river
health and aims to provide scientists with
a better understanding of dolphin ecology
and their interactions with human activities,
and to better understand our iconic
Riverpark.
This year, the Trust is launching the Junior
Dolphin Watch project to engage students
in citizen science and assist them in
learning about dolphins living in the Swan
and Canning rivers and how to protect and
conserve them.

The Trust’s education officer is looking
for interested schools within the Swan
Canning Catchment to take part in this
project. Schools that take part in the project
will receive:
► a free dolphin watch training incursion
for your students
► curriculum linked teacher resources
► loan of dolphin watch kit box of resources
► ongoing support and help
Please contact the Swan River Trust’s
education officer for information on how to
get involved by calling 9278 0900 or emailing:
linley.brown@swanrivertrust.wa.gov.au
Download the new teacher resources by
following this link.
www.riverguardians.com/projects/dolphin-watch/
dolphin-education-junior-dolphin-watch

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
FREE Resources
for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels of
nutrients that are causing the growth of
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning
Rivers and associated wetlands. The
project offers opportunities to school
and youth groups including:
• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river
food web.
• Building a Frog
Habitat is a must
have incursion
if a school is
considering
building
a
frog
habitat.
Students learn
about the frogs
of the Perth Region and listen to
their calls. All the essential elements
in constructing a frog habitat is also
covered.
• Go Fish! allows students to learn
about the diversity of fish that live in
our local waterways and what we can
do to protect our native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains allows
students to learn about the links
between drains and pollution through
stencilling drains at school.
• Planting Opportunities allow students
to plant local native species into
rehabilitation sites and learn why this
is important (available Jun–Oct).

We need your HELP!
We are looking for schools interested in helping with planting.
We need to get 10 000 plants (including sedges) in the ground at
SERCUL by the end of spring! If you can spare a morning to visit
and have some fun planting, please contact us as soon as possible
to make a booking.
Amy or Deb on 9458 5664
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
debrataborda@sercul.org.au

the

IMPORTANCE
SEDGES
of

The next time you take a walk around a
wetland, along a river or near a swampy
area pay close attention to the plants
growing along the edge and into the water.
These plants play a vitally important role in
the health of the waterway.
Sedges or rushes work in several ways
to assist the health of our natural fresh
waterways.
►Firstly, they assist in holding the banks
of the waterway together reducing the
amount of erosion, which in turn reduces
sediment into the water.

School Gardener
Waterwise Training Course
The School Gardener Waterwise
Training Course is specifically tailored for
a school ground environment and covers
a general understanding of waterwise
and fertilise wise best practice as applied
within the horticultural and landscaping
industry. This two-day training course is
applicable to school gardeners at any
level.
This training is presented in partnership
with Challenger Institute of Technology
Murdoch, SERCUL and the Water
Corporation.

►Secondly, the microbial bacteria in the
roots of these plants help to intercept
excess amounts of phosphorus and
nitrogen caused by human activity
before entering local streams, rivers and
wetlands.
►Thirdly, sedges and rushes provide
habitat which is imperative for the ongoing
survival of our aquatic macroinvertebrates
and local frog species.

To register, call Challenger Institute
of Technology on 9229 8445 or email
Admin.PrimaryIndustries@challenger.
wa.edu.au
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Put the 31st October 2014 in your diary.
You won’t want to miss this year’s
Canoeing on the Canning Teacher
Professional Learning!

• Resource Sheets are available based
around the nutrient issue.
• Nutrient Display explains the problem,
cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful
display.
For further information or to book a FREE
incursion or a display to be set up in your
school please contact:
Amy Krupa or Deb Taborda on 9458 5664
or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au
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Canoeing on the Canning PL Opportunity
10-Year Anniversary

We are celebrating 10 amazing years of the delivery of this
very popular professional learning day.
Canoeing on the Canning is a full-day professional learning
opportunity, held around National Water Week in October.

On the day, expect to:
► learn about the Indigenous connections to the river;
► explore the local biodiversity;
► learn about the fresh and salt water ecosystems of the area; and
► hear about the key environmental issues that threaten the Canning River
ecosystem while canoeing and on foot.
Register early to avoid disappointment as the day is capped at 20 participants.
See the enclosed flyer for further information.
Call Amy on 9458 5664 or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au to register.

OUR LOCAL HEROES

Leeming Senior High School
Education Support Centre Bush Rangers – Voin Zivkovic
School Catchment Education Case Study No. 34

The Bush Ranger Cadets from Leeming SHS
Education Support Centre have completed six
conservation incursion programs with SERCUL.
The first was the Clean Drains River Gains workshop
where students learned about drains and what
happens with products that end up going in there.
The second was the Life Cycles incursion where
we learned about the life processes of some of our
favourite local native animals.
During the third incursion we had the opportunity
to study the life cycle of the Long-Neck Turtle and
discover the various impacts humans have on these
special creatures at each stage of their development.
The fourth incursion was really exciting when
we learned about Bush Tucker and actually got
hands-on with a range of local native plants to
learn about growth, features and traditional uses;
whether it be medicine, tools or food. We learned
about the Noongar seasons and how the traditional
landowners used the various plants at different times
of the year for various needs.
During the fifth incursion we discussed River
Friendly Cleaning and had the opportunity to learn
that there are alternatives to toxic cleaning products
which are better for our health and the environment.
Students practiced cleaning with these alternatives
which were used by our great grandparents, great
for removing finger marks off our windows.
During our sixth incursion we had the opportunity to
Build a Frog Habitat, which included a frog pond and
bog. We learned about the frogs of the Perth Region and then built a frog pond working
as a team on various aspects from start to end … we even had our Bush Ranger Cadet
State Coordinator, Mr Richard Olive giving us a helping hand. Now we are waiting for the
frogs to make our pond their home.

Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Creatures of the Deep
Explore a whole world of biodiversity
beneath the water!
Students use water
sampling
methods
to investigate the
diversity of aquatic
life.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison study
of water quality
Did you know salt water can travel
upstream? Get hands on with scientific
equipment and monitor water quality in a
riverine habitat.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Historical Program
Come on a historical journey with your
school students at CREEC.
River Diaries: A river and its people
Has the Canning River always looked like
this? Students glimpse into the past lives
of those who settled around the Canning
River by investigating historical records
such as maps, photos and diaries.
Students participate in tasks of the
farmer, settler and convict to experience
different perspectives and reflect on how
past events have shaped the river and
community over time.
A FREE additional guided tour of
historical Woodloes Homestead can be
booked with this program.

All these activities are linked and will go towards the
Bush Ranger Cadet Level 2 outcomes.
We would like to thank the SERCUL staff, Amy Krupa
and Deb Taborda, for providing excellent practical
hands-on incursion activities and ongoing support
throughout the semester and hope you will continue
to teach us about sustainability in the future.

Our Local Heroes

Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the Perth Region who
are doing great things for the environment.
We are always looking for schools to show case.
If you would like to share your school’s achievements
please contact Amy or Deb on 9458 5664.

Year 3-7
$6 per student
Linked to Australian Curriculum
Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
creec@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

SERCUL is a proud member of the:
AuSSI Alliance

Amy Krupa
Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
Deb Taborda
Environmental Education Officer
debrataborda@sercul.org.au

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark
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Important Dates – Term 3, 2014
12 August

International Youth Day
en.unesco.org/events/international-youth-day-2014

16–24 August

National Science Week
www.scienceweek.net.au/

17 August

Community EXPO: A Touch of Science
www.aaeewa.org.au

25–31 August

Keep Australia Beautiful Week
www.kab.org.au/

September

National Biodiversity Month
www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/month

1–7 September

National Landcare Week
www.landcareonline.com.au/

7 September

National Threatened Species Day

18 September

World Water Monitoring Day
www.worldwatermonitoryingday.org

19–21 September Clean up the World Weekend
www.cleanuptheworld.org/en/
20 September

World Parks Day

6 October

World Habitat Day
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Fishing Line Disposal Bins
Twenty fishing line disposal units have been installed at jetties,
fishing platforms and traffic
bridges around the SwanCanning Riverpark. It is
hoped these units will reduce
the impact discarded fishing
gear and bait bags have on
wildlife which often become
entangled in the discarded
items. Locations include:
► Garrett Road Bridge
► Maylands Yacht Club
► Canning Bridge
► Narrows Bridge
► Applecross Jetty
► Shelley Bridge
► Como Jetty
► Point Walter Jetty
► Kent Street Weir
► Various fishing platforms
and jetties along the
Canning River

