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SERCUL’s

Welcome to Term 4
It has been an incredibly busy time
for us with planting, frog pond
construction and Bush Tucker! and
Turtle-ology! presentations coming
out of our ears.
This issue, we share with you some
of the devastating effects aquatic
weeds have on our natural freshwater
systems. This is the time of the year,
they begin to spread aggressively and
we ask that you keep an eye out for
them.
There are also some great professional
learning opportunities, community
workshops and events on offer around
town, which will hopefully provide
some inspiration for you in your
school.
We hope you have a great Term 4 and
we will see you out in the catchment
somewhere soon!

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Like SERCUL on Facebook and keep
up-to-date with everything that is
happening in landcare.

Electronic
Newsletter

Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2015

Catchments, Corridors and Coasts (CCC) is a practical
program, which focuses on learning through experience and skill
development, while also reflecting the synergies between the
environmental education practitioners in WA. CCC provides a
‘snapshot’ of environmental education in WA from its enormous
catchments through its narrowing corridors to the beautiful coast.
It is proudly presented annually by the Australian Association for
Environmental Education WA Chapter.

Please refer to the brochure enclosed with this newsletter for the registration form or go to
www.aaeewa.org.au

COMMUNITY EXPO . . .

A T UCH of Science

Congratulations to our winners . . .
Pre Primary: Yiran Ge, Como PS
Year 1:
Luna Xie, Rossmoyne PS
Year 2:
Prittka Sharma, Como PS
Year 3:
Daisy Howarth-Middle,
Harmony PS
Year 4:
Holly Booth, Bannister Creek
PS
Year 5:
Nathan Mahney, Queen of
Apostles Catholic School
Year 6:
William Grech, Ursula
The Community Expo was organised by the
Frayne Catholic College
Australian Association for Environmental
Year 7:
Jason Chong, Rostrata PS
Education WA Chapter, CREEC, City of
Overall Winner: Remi Godfrey, Rostrata PS
Canning and SERCUL. A huge thanks must
also go to the wonderful major sponsors, who
this year included: Swan River Trust; Waste
Authority; City of Canning; National Science
Week Committee (Inspiring Australia); and
Great Gardens.
On Sunday, 17th August over 3000 people
experienced science at its best at the Canning
River Eco Education Centre (CREEC). Visitors
to the Expo were treated to guest speakers,
hands-on activities, animal encounters,
Scitech shows, drumming workshops and
Aboriginal cultural activities. There were
plenty of interactive displays encouraging
‘touch’, kids activities, free native plants and
plenty of other great giveaways.

Entries in the Youth Competition were almost
double the previous year with 790 entries
from 29 schools.

Willetton Community Garden

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

At SERCUL, we are working to
reduce the amount of paper used.
If you can help by receiving this
newsletter electronically, please
email your name and school to
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘Electronic Education
Newsletter’.
Please pass this information
onto your colleagues. The more
environmental educators we have,
the happier our planet will be!

Lyn Russell, CEO City of Canning with
Remi Godfrey and her winning logo

It can’t possibly be Term 4 already!
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Garage Sale Trail is a national
day of buying, selling, reusing
and meeting the locals.
This year’s event will be held
on Saturday, October 25th
and will be the world’s biggest
garage sale!
Garage Sale Trail is for
households,
community
groups, schools, charities,
makers
and
creators.
Absolutely everyone can
get involved! Register at:
garagesaletrail.com.au

A community garden is being developed on Glenmoy Ave, Willetton adjacent to
the school kitchen garden at Rostrata Primary School.
Workshops are now available for new and experienced gardeners for a gold
coin donation. To register call Noni on 0408918050 or walkshan@iinet.net.au.
Friday Sessions
9 am to 10.30 am

Saturday Sessions
2 pm to 3.30 pm

17 October
Workshop 1
Composting, Soil preparation

18 October
Workshop 1
Composting, Soil preparation

24 October
Workshop 2
Organic pest control, Frog ponds

25 October
Workshop 2
Organic pest control, Frog ponds

31 October
Workshop 3
Wicking beds, Worm farms

1 November Workshop 3
Wicking beds, Worm farms

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
FREE Resources
for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels of
nutrients that are causing the growth of
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning
Rivers and associated wetlands. The
project offers opportunities to school
and youth groups including:
• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river
food web.
• Building a Frog
Habitat is a must
have incursion
if a school is
considering
building
a
frog
habitat.
Students learn
about the frogs
of the Perth Region and listen to
their calls. All the essential elements
in constructing a frog habitat is also
covered.
• Go Fish! allows students to learn
about the diversity of fish that live in
our local waterways and what we can
do to protect our native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains allows
students to learn about the links
between drains and pollution through
stencilling drains at school.
• Planting Opportunities allow students
to plant local native species into
rehabilitation sites and learn why this
is important (available Jun–Oct).

• Resource Sheets are available based
around the nutrient issue.
• Nutrient Display explains the problem,
cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful
display.
For further information or to book a FREE
incursion or a display to be set up in your
school please contact:
Amy Krupa or Deb Taborda on 9458 5664
or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

WANTED
DEAD ALIVE
OR

Aquatic pond plants often become a problem in our natural waterways as a result of
careless pond management. Once these introduced plants find their way into our natural
water systems, they become invasive and cause issues for the health of the water, the
animals that live their and the native plants which provide habitat and food for our native
macroinvertebrates, fish, frogs and birds. We look at four of these invasive pond plants:
Hydrocotyle ranunculoides aka Hydrocotyl

Limnobium laevigatum aka Amazon Frogbit

Declared weed – eradicate

Do not translocate
Native to South America, it was introduced
as a pond plant due to its attractive foliage.
It has the potential to cover large bodies
of water. The leaves are circular with a
deep radial split and are shallowly lobed.
The flowers are white and insignificant.
In waterways, hydrocotyl overruns native
plants, and creates an unfavourable habitat
for aquatic fauna, it obstructs water flow
and causes eutrophication of water when
it decays.
Salvinia molesta aka Salvinia
Declared weed – eradicate

A floating plant that is reminiscent of a
large duckweed (Lemna minor). It is native
to Central and South America. This species
is tolerant of extreme temperatures and
needs to be found and eradicated.
The floating rosettes send runners out into
the water, the ends of which form juvenile
plants. A large mat of runners and adult
plants can develop very quickly, which in
turn can result in the unwelcome shading
of plants growing below. The juvenile
plants have a great capacity for distribution
as they: are small; float; and can be quickly
carried along by water currents.
Bacopa monnieri aka Bacopa or Brahmi

A free-floating perennial aquatic fern
made up of pairs of oval, green-to-brown
leaves connected by a horizontal stem.
The top of each leaf has many tiny, hairlike
structures that split then rejoin at the
tips to form an eggbeater-like structure.
It was introduced as a pond plant from
South America. It has since escaped into
our natural waterways where it produces
dense mats on the surface of the water. It
provides the perfect haven for mosquitoes.

Do not translocate
A perennial, creeping herb whose habitat
includes wetlands and muddy shores.
The leaves of this plant are succulent and
relatively thick and the flowers are small
and white, with four or five petals. Its
ability to grow in water makes it a popular
aquarium plant.

Snap, Send, Solve is a FREE app which can be easily downloaded from the App
Store or Google Play. It allows you to photograph and send through any relevant
information about the issue you identify within your council. Councils receive
the information and can act to resolve it quickly.

OUR LOCAL HEROES

Willandra Primary School
Science Specialist – Sue Andy

School Catchment Education Case Study No. 35
Deb Taborda from SERCUL has been visiting Willandra Primary School throughout the
year. The Phosphorus Awareness Project runs a number of environmental incursions.
Some of our students have focused on ‘Turtleology!’ which looks at the life cycle of our native
Long Neck Turtles and the various impacts humans
and urban development have on these special
creatures at each stage of their life. The children
were engaged in the program, they were eager
to share their own experiences and respond to
questions being asked. I was impressed to see how
much knowledge and interaction Deb had with our
students. They have been fortunate enough to have
learnt from a passionate educator.

The science teacher, Sue Andy from Willandra, worked to develop a timetable to ensure
that all students at Willandra Primary School were given the opportunity to participate in
the interactive and informative incursions.
Another incursion available was the ‘Building a Frog
Habitat’. The students learnt about some of the
native frogs within the Perth Region while identifying
fresh waterways around their neighbourhood. The
children discussed the job of a conservationist:
looking at vegetation and pollution of the waterways
together with new land development. Deb brought
in a large collection of frogs in specimen jars for
the children to examine. They worked in pairs or
small groups to identify species, description, diet,
adaptations, breeding, mating calls and habitats.
The children gathered some interesting facts, listened to the calls and orally shared their
discoveries with the whole class.
SERCUL also provided some water plants for our frog
pond that was built by the students at Willandra after
the incursion. The students and science teacher, Sue
Andy, at Willandra would like to thank Amy Krupa and
Deb Taborda, for providing excellent practical handson learning activities and sustainability information
that was both informative and engaging.

Our Local Heroes

Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the Perth Region who
are doing great things for the environment.
We are always looking for schools to show case.
If you would like to share your school’s achievements
please contact Amy or Deb on 9458 5664.

Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Creatures of the Deep
Explore a whole world of biodiversity
beneath the water!
Students use water
sampling methods
to investigate the
diversity of aquatic
life.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison study
of water quality
Did
you
know
salt
water
can
travel
upstream?
Get
hands
on
with
scientific
equipment
and
monitor
water
quality in a riverine habitat.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Year 1 – 10
A Day in the Park
Enjoying the great outdoors!

Finish off the school year by consolidating
environmental learning and having fun
at the same time! Join us in the scenic
Canning River Regional Park for a day of
nature-based activities that will keep your
students switched on to environmental
science until the end! Activities adapted
to suit all year levels.
Term 4, Week 8 Dec 1, 2, 3
$4 (inc. GST) per student
10 am to 2 pm
Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
creec@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

SERCUL is a proud member of the:
AuSSI Alliance

Amy Krupa
Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
Deb Taborda
Environmental Education Officer
debrataborda@sercul.org.au

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark
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Important Dates – Term 4, 2014
3 – 12 October National Organic Week
organicweek.net.au/core/
15 October		National Ride to Work Day
bicyclenetwork.com.au/general/programs/178/
19 – 25 October National Water Week: Water Sources
watercorporation.com.au/home/teachers/activitiesand-events/national-water-week
31 October

Canoeing on the Canning
sercul.org.au/docs/2014/Events/
CanoeingontheCanning2014.pdf

10 – 16 Nov
National Recycling Week
		recyclingweek.planetark.org/
21 November

World Fisheries Day
gdrc.org/doyourbit/21_11-fisheries-day.html

5 December

International Volunteer Day
volunteeringaustralia.org

14 – 16 January Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2015
aaeewa.org.au

Many students are unaware of where their water sources come
from. The Water Corporation would like to educate all students
in Western Australia about the many different water sources to
provide our water needs including: surface water, groundwater,
desalinated water and recycled water. That’s why this year’s
National Water Week theme is... Water Sources: There are
more than you think!
Visit the website:
watercorporation.com.au/home/teachers/activities-and-events/
national-water-week
to find great ideas for celebrating National Water Week in your
classroom, school and community as well as a list of Australian
Curriculum lessons that were developed by teachers for
teachers and contain student activities and teacher background
information to help teach the subject. Lesson plans cater for
early childhood to year 12, so there is something in which every
year level can participate.

