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SERCUL’s

Welcome to Term 1
Welcome back to the new school year
and a new year to make your mark on
your local environment. We hope you
had a great break and feel refreshed.
There is quite a bit on offer this
term, which has been outlined in this
newsletter. We are certain there will be
something to appeal to you and inspire
you and your school in landcare this
year.
Over the break, we ran another
successful three-day program of
Catchments, Corridors and Coasts.
We received great feedback from
participants who were astounded
to find out how much help there
is available to those who wish to
undertake landcare and waterway
projects.
We also give you some ideas to engage
your class in activities to celebrate the
final year in the UN decade, ‘Water for
Life’.
We hope you have a great Term 1 and
we will see you out in the catchment
somewhere soon!

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Like SERCUL on Facebook and keep
up-to-date with everything that is
happening in landcare.

Electronic
Newsletter

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

At SERCUL, we are working to
reduce the amount of paper used.
If you can help by receiving this
newsletter electronically, please
email your name and school to
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘Electronic Education
Newsletter’.
Please pass this information
onto your colleagues. The more
environmental educators we have,
the happier our planet will be!

Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2015

“

I didn’t realise
there were so many
Another successful year of Catchments, Corridors and Coasts (CCC)
has been undertaken by a very enthusiastic group of participants. organisations out there
CCC was presented by the Australian Association for Environmental that can help our school
Education WA Chapter and supported by more than 20 organisations obtain our sustainability
goals!
including SERCUL.

“

”

Day one began in the upper catchment with participants being treated
It was fantastic to
to specialised tours of the Red Hill Facility, The Hills Centre and
Kanyana to name a few of highlights. Day two, spent in the corridor, see what goes on behind
was very busy with a visit to the Perth Zoo’s Native Breeding Species the scenes at Perth Zoo.
Their programs and
Program in the morning and an Indigenous heritage session along
with presentations from several sustainability groups held during the dedication is absolutely
amazing.
afternoon at the stunning Canning River Eco Education Centre.

“

”

The coast day was well received, as always, with participants
I wasn’t really sure
starting the day either snorkelling or reef walking and finishing off
what to expect and felt a
the day with a sundowner.
bit unsure about giving
CCC provides a snapshot of environmental education in WA and
up three days of my
gives participants a chance to network with a range of organisations
holidays, but I’m so
and like-minded people over the three days.
glad I did. I’ve made so
many new and helpful
CCC will be held again in January 2016.
connections.
Go to www.aaeewa.org.au for more information.

”

W hat’s Happening in Ter m 1
Earth Day Expo

Keep Australia Beautiful WA
Clean Schools FREE Workshops Term 1
Do you have a litter problem in your school?
Metro schools
Date: Tuesday, 3 March 2015
Time: 1 – 4 pm
Venue: Earthwise, Bagot Road, Subiaco
Regional webinar
Date: Monday, 9 March 2015
Time: 1 – 3 pm
Suitable for primary and secondary schools wanting to
learn how to change littering behaviour at school.
For more information or to reserve your place please
contact Sam Culbertson:
E| samantha.culbertson@kabc.wa.gov.au
P| 6467 5123

Join the Canning River Eco
Education Centre (CREEC) and
the Australian Association for
Environmental Education (AAEEWA) in celebrating this international
event that is recognised by more
than 300 countries worldwide. The
Earth Day Expo is a whole day
excursion filled with fun, interactive
education for sustainability (EfS)
activities presented by environmental
organisations that are passionate
about a sustainable future for our
planet.
Term 1, Week 8, Friday 27 March 2015

AUSSI-WA Professional Learning in 2015

Canning River Eco Education Centre
P| 9461 7160
E| creec@canning.wa.gov.au

Keep Australia Beautiful offers a half-day teacher relief subsidy for up to
two teachers per school to attend a workshop.

‘Making the Connections’—a FREE professional learning workshop for teachers and
school administrators that explores the ‘AuSSI-WA’ whole school planning framework
for education for sustainability.
WHEN: Thursday, 12 March 2015
WHERE: Canning River Eco Education Centre (CREEC), Wilson
To express an interest in this workshop and/or seek further information, please contact
Howard Flinders at: howard.flinders@education.wa.edu.au

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
FREE Resources
for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels of
nutrients that are causing the growth of
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning
Rivers and associated wetlands. The
project offers opportunities to school
and youth groups including:
• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river
food web.
• Building a Frog
Habitat is a must
have incursion
if a school is
considering
building
a
frog
habitat.
Students learn
about the frogs
of the Perth Region and listen to
their calls. All the essential elements
in constructing a frog habitat is also
covered.
• Go Fish! allows students to learn
about the diversity of fish that live in
our local waterways and what we can
do to protect our native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains allows
students to learn about the links
between drains and pollution through
stencilling drains at school.
• Planting Opportunities allow students
to plant local native species into
rehabilitation sites and learn why this
is important (available Jun–Oct).

Water for Life 2005 – 2015
This is the concluding year of the UN decade: ‘Water for Life’. It’s primary focus was on
providing clean drinking water for all. Our fresh waterways and ground water systems are
the key to providing this clean drinking water for all. It is imperative that we look after these
systems in order to ensure clean drinking water is available for all well into the future.
Here are some activities that you could undertake with your class to focus on the ‘Water
for Life’ theme:
SERCUL Visits

School Audit

Our River Food Web and Algae Busters
presentations are great for demonstrating to
students how human habits can negatively
impact upon our waterways and affect the
native flora and fauna. Through the course of
the presentation, students are provided with
information about positive changes he or she
can make to help keep our waterways clean
and healthy. Ensuring that we have ‘Water for
Life’.

Engage students in simple
activities around your school to
check and ensure the following:

• Nutrient Display explains the problem,
cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful
display.
For further information or to book a FREE
incursion or a display to be set up in your
school please contact:
Amy Krupa or Deb Taborda on 9458 5664
or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

•

Visit a Local Wetland
Visiting a local wetland allows students to
connect with their natural environment and
observe the features of such a place. While at
the wetland, students could:

•
•
•
•
•

• Resource Sheets are available based
around the nutrient issue.

•

•

Observe and identify the types of native
animals they can see. Animals could be
categorised into land, air and water.
Observe and identify the types of native plants
they can see. Plants could be categorised
into tree, shrub, grass, groundcover and
aquatic.
Undertake macroinvertebrate studies to
identify, categorise and check the health of
the water.
Use equipment and scientific processes to
test water quality, pH levels, turbidity and
salinity.
Observe and rate the general health of the
area in terms of litter, weeds, constructed
structures, pathways, smell and the general
feeling a visitor to the area may experience.
Biodiversity

SERCUL offer presentations about our
local native frogs, fish and turtles and their
requirements for survival and successful
reproduction in and around our waterways.

Use caution and safety to
check all stormwater drains
around the area closest to
school to ensure they are not
collecting leaf litter or general
rubbish which will eventually
end up in our waterways.
Ensure all litter around the
school
is
collected
and
deposited in rubbish bins to
prevent it blowing across the
landscape
and
potentially
ending up in our waterways.
Home Audit

Engage students in simple
activities around their own home
to check and ensure the following:

•
•
•
•

We are not the only living things on earth that
require ‘Water for Life’.
Learn about our local native wildlife which rely
on healthy waterways for survival.

Check all taps for drips and
leaks. Organise the repair of
any that need fixing.

•

Check all taps for drips and
leaks. Repair any that need
fixing.
Ensure all litter is deposited
into the correct bin.
Rake up all garden waste and
deposit into the compost to use
as fertiliser in his or her garden.
Check the types of products
which are being used in and
around the home. It is better
for our environment if products
that we use for cleaning our
bodies, house or car are
PHOSPHORUS FREE.
Reduce the amount of fertiliser
being used in the garden by
using worm wee or homemade compost instead of
factory produced fertilisers.

OUR LOCAL HEROES

There are plenty of great organisations providing opportunities which
allow us all to be a local hero for our environment. Below are some
great opportunities which you may like to investigate for your school.
The Greening Project

We are able to give away 30 of our Nursery in a Box to 30
classrooms to enable kids to grow native species Butterfly
Gardens from seed in 2015.
You can find out more about these great little minishadehouses here:
http://www.thegreeningproject.org/pages/nursery-in-a-box

Teachers, parents and community members can nominate their school to be one of the
recipients by completing a simple form here: http://svy.mk/1rmem9w
For further information, please contact: Emily Alford
E| emily@thegreeningproject.org M| 0409 496 322

W| www.thegreeningproject.org

Bookings are now open for 2015
for Rio Tinto Earth Assist
An exciting Conservation Volunteers (AuSSI-WA Alliance)
program that aims to educate and engage students
by encouraging them to volunteer within the natural
environment. The program encourages students to get their hands dirty by actively
volunteering on real conservation projects, thereby helping to make a difference to the
local environment.
The program is separated into two categories:
Community Service Program (Secondary and Primary) – where students can head out
to a conservation site or engage in projects within their school grounds. Students can
complete various activities to the betterment of their community and the environment
as part of the school’s community service program; and
WACE Endorsed Program (Secondary Schools).

•
•

If you would like more information check out our RTEA website at www.earthassist.org.au,
or contact: Steve Pearce
E| spearce@cva.org.au
P| 08 9335 2777
M| 0428 533 048
Junior Landcare Curriculum
Resources Now Available!
Junior Landcare resources designed to support the Australian Curriculum have been
developed to encourage more schools to better understand where their food comes from
and participate in Landcare activities such as creating school gardens and building a
closer connection with the land.
‘How To Guides’ and Learning and Teaching Sequences have been designed to give
students and teachers an understanding of how to run Junior Landcare projects in and
around the school. To view the ‘How To Guides’ or get more information, visit:
http://www.juniorlandcare.com.au/curriculumresources

Our Local Heroes

Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the Perth Region who
are doing great things for the environment.
We are always looking for schools to show case and inspire others.
If you would like to share your school’s achievements
please contact Amy or Deb on 9458 5664.

Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Creatures of the Deep
Explore a whole world of biodiversity
beneath the water!
Students use water
sampling methods
to investigate the
diversity of aquatic
life.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison study
of water quality
Did
you
know
salt
water
can
travel
upstream?
Get
hands
on
with
scientific
equipment
and
monitor
water
quality in a riverine habitat.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Djarlgarra Yarning
Canning River Stories for Teachers
This is a valuable opportunity to hear
from an experienced Aboriginal Educator
about the importance of the SwanCanning River to the Noongar people.
Resources and links with the Australian
Curriculum are provided.

Primary and
Secondary Teachers
Wednesday, 1 April
3.30 pm to 5.30 pm
Cost: $20 per person

For Bookings and Information
Canning River Eco Education Centre
(CREEC)
Cnr Kent Street & Queens Park Road
WILSON WA 6107
P| 9461 7160
E| creec@canning.wa.gov.au
Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
creec@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

SERCUL is a proud member of the:
AuSSI Alliance

Amy Krupa
Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
Deb Taborda
Environmental Education Officer
debrataborda@sercul.org.au

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
(WA CHAPTER)

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

P| 9458 5664
F| 9458 5661
W| www.sercul.org.au
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Important Dates – Term 1, 2015
Feb 2

World Wetlands Day – Wetlands for Our Future
www.ramsar.org/activity/world-wetlands-day-2015

Feb 27

Schools Clean Up Day
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/about-theevent/clean-up-for-schools

Mar 1

Clean Up Australia Day
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/about-theevent/clean-up-australia-day

Mar 8 – 14

Groundwater Awareness Week
www.ngwa.org/events-education/awareness/
pages/default.aspx

Mar 21

World Forestry Day
www.un.org/en/events/forestsday/

Mar 22

World Water Day
www.unwater.org/campaigns/world-water-day/en/

Mar 27

Earth Day Expo
www.aaeewa.org.au/events.html

April 22

Earth Day
www.earthday.org/

PAID
AUSTRALIA

Schools Clean Up Day – 27 February 2015
Every year hundreds of thousands of Australians get stuck in
and clean up their local environment by collecting and removing
rubbish on one of three Clean Up Days.
Schools Clean Up Day 2015 will be held nationwide on Friday
the 27th of February 2015. In 2014 we had over 2300 schools
registered throughout Australia.
Resources we provide free of charge to schools include:
Schools Clean Up Kit – a starter kit containing bags, gloves
for teachers and resources to help plan the event
Your own Schools Clean Up Day webpage
Access to our Schools Clean Up Curriculum Toolkit in
partnership with Cool Australia – containing a range of
curriculum-aligned lesson plans for both primary and
secondary schools.

•
••

As we celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the first Clean Up
Australia Day, we hope your school will get involved and
participate in 2015.
To participate or for more information,
contact Nathan Tree at youth@cleanup.com.au

