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Welcome to Term 3
Wow, term three already! This year is
moving at a rapid rate.
Preparations are underway for our
annual Community Science Expo. This
year’s theme: Patterns in Science is
very exciting and allows us to look
closely at the world around us.
We are calling for interested schools to
help trial our brand new Mozzie Wise
education program and would really
appreciate your support to help get
this important project off the ground.
Biodiversity is important in our
environment and September is the
month to celebrate this. We have
shared with you some activities and
resources which may be helpful to
explore this topic further with your
students either in your classroom or
out and about.
We hope you have a great Term 3 and
we will see you out in the catchment
somewhere soon!

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Like SERCUL on Facebook and keep
up-to-date with everything that is
happening in landcare.
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ELECTRONIC
NEWSLETTER

Issue 48, Term 4 will be the FINAL
printed edition of this newsletter as
we will be going digital as of Term 1,
2016.
If you would like to keep receiving
this valuable resource, please
email your name and school to
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘Electronic Education
Newsletter’ before the end of this
year.
Please pass this information
onto your colleagues. The more
environmental educators we have,
the happier our planet will be!

SERCUL’s

Community Science Expo
—PATTERNS in Science—
In celebration of National Science Week (15 – 23
August), AAEE WA, City of Canning, SERCUL,
CREEC, Swan River Trust, Australian Government
and Great Gardens presents this year’s Community
Science Expo to be held at CREEC on Sunday 16
August 2015 from 10 am to 3 pm. The day will focus
on investigating the patterns in science with hands
on, interactive activities, workshops, presentations
and displays for the whole community with a focus
on science and sustainability. Entry is free and
everybody is welcome to come along and enjoy the
day.

YOUTH COMPETITION
Design a logo for the annual

PATTERNS in Science
Community Expo at the
Canning River Eco Education Centre.

Theme of logo:
Patterns in Science - patterns found
in science and nature (animals, plants,
humans and the earth) eg. animal
behaviours, climate, seasons, footprints,
tides and waves.

Pr imar y S c hool Comp etition
(Children in Kindy - Year 6)
Design a logo that can be used on a banner
to advertise the theme of the Expo.
Go to www.aaeewa.org.au to download the
entry form, terms and conditions and other
information. Entries close on Wednesday
5th August 2015 at 4pm WST.

Win Fantastic Prizes!

Youth Competition
As with previous years, we are running the youth
competition to design a logo for the event. If your
primary school is interested in participating, go to
www.aaeewa.org.au to download the entry form,
terms and conditions. Entries close on Wednesday
5th August at 4 pm.

Prizes awarded at the
Community Expo at CREEC on
Sunday 16th August 2015, 10.00am
For further information please
contact Hayley on 9461 7160.

W hat’s Happening in Ter m 3
ROCK STARS Photo Competition

Rock features and formations in the Australian landscape

CLOSING
DATE
1 Septem
ber 2015

2015 Capture the essence of Earth science in Australia
Earth science is all around us. Many of us barely notice it influencing our daily lives.
Top GeoShot is an annual photographic competition taking place in the lead-up to Earth
Science Week (11–17 October 2015). To participate, take and submit a photograph that
relates to Earth science, geography or geology in Australia, using the theme as a guide.
Each entrant may submit up to five photographs. Submit your entry using Flickr and
email. The three categories for this year’s competition are Open 18+ years, Intermediate
13–17 years, Junior 12 years and under.
A panel of Geoscience Australia staff will select the winning images. Winners will receive
a professionally framed enlargement of their image and a copy of Shaping a Nation: a
geology of Australia.
www.ga.gov.au/top-geoshot

Yellagonga Regional Park—School Activity Sheets
Yellagonga Regional Park is located in the Yellagonga Wetlands, traditional Nyungar
Joondalup. It contains a string of wetlands cultural heritage and ecological issues.
and swamps on the Swan Coastal Plain.
These Australian curriculum aligned science,
The Yellagonga Community Awareness humanities and social sciences activity sheets
Program provides educational initiatives for have been produced by the City of Joondalup
local residents and local schools to raise with the expertise of a science teacher and
awareness of the conservation needs of the designed for foundation to year 7.
important wildlife and vegetation within the www.joondalup.wa.gov.au/Live/
Yellagonga Catchment.
Environment/Biodiversity/WetlandZone/
School Activity Sheets have been developed YellagongaRegionalPark.aspx
for school students and teachers regarding
the wide array of fauna and flora that inhabit

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
Resources for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels of
nutrients that are causing the growth of
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning
Rivers and associated wetlands. The
project offers opportunities to school
and youth groups including:
• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river
food web.
• Building a Frog Habitat is a must have
incursion if a school is considering
building
a
frog
habitat.
Students learn
about
the
frogs of the
Perth
Region
and listen to
their calls. All
the
essential
elements in constructing a frog habitat
is also covered.
• Go Fish! allows students to learn
about the diversity of fish that live in
our local waterways and what we can
do to protect our native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains allows
students to learn about the links
between drains and pollution through
stencilling drains at school.
• Planting Opportunities allow students
to plant local native species into
rehabilitation sites and learn why this
is important (available Jun–Oct).

The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare
(SERCUL) has been working hard to develop a
mosquito education package for the community and
for educators to use with their students. Mozzie Wise posters, brochures and teacher guides
are all in the final stages of preparation as we go to print.
The education package, Mozzie Wise: A Teacher’s Guide to Mosquito Education,
contains three books for Foundation to Year 2, Years 3 to 6 and Years 7 to 10. Teachers are
provided with detailed background information, outcome aims for the activities, vocabulary,
interesting and relevant websites, additional activities and answers. Each student page
is written to cover specific content descriptions from the Science Learning Area of the
Australian Curriculum and these are printed on the page for easy reference.
The education team at SERCUL will be looking for interested schools to trial the package.
The process would include:
• A professional learning session to be attended by a staff member from your school.
The staff member will be given background information and a FREE set of education
resources to trial within your school.
• Students will undertake a pre and post survey. No student names are required.
• We would also visit your school to deliver free presentations to students and follow
up to gain your feedback on the program.
If your school would like to be involved or you would like further information, please contact:
Amy Krupa | amykrupa@sercul.org.au | 9458 5664

Canoeing on the Canning PL Opportunity

Friday, 23 October 2015
Canoeing on the Canning is a full-day professional learning
opportunity, held during National Water Week in October.
On the day, expect to:
► learn about the Indigenous connections to the river;
► explore the local biodiversity;
► learn about the fresh and salt water ecosystems of the area; and
► hear about the key environmental issues that threaten the Canning River ecosystem
while canoeing and on foot.
Register early to avoid disappointment as the day is capped at 20 participants.
See the enclosed flyer for further information.
Call Amy on 9458 5664 or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au to register.

SERCUL Incursion/Excursion Fees and Charges

• Resource Sheets are available based
around the nutrient issue.
• Nutrient Display explains the problem,
cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful
display.
For further information or to book a
incursion or a display to be set up in your
school please contact:
Amy Krupa or Deb Taborda on 9458 5664
or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

Due to changes in funding and support from Government agencies, the education
program at SERCUL is changing. As of July 1, 2015, we are required to attach a cost
to our presentations for schools which fall outside of the Swan–Canning Catchment or
SERCUL boundary. Please see map http://www.sercul.org.au/edu.html to locate your
school.
We are doing our best to keep charges to a minimum, so that our
programs are still accessible to as many schools as possible.
For incursions to schools outside the boundary, the costs will be:
• $165 inc. GST per class per session
• $110 inc. GST per additional class(es) or session(s)
within the same school on the same day
Fees for excursions to the Yule Brook Homestead are also
increasing as of July 1, 2015:
• $4.40 inc. GST per student for half day visits
• $6.60 inc. GST per student for full day visits
Planting at rehabilitation sites will remain FREE; however, any additional education
sessions will incur the same fees as excursions to the Yule Brook Homestead.

Home River Ocean - New Incursion
Hold off on the fertiliser till spring!

If your school is in the Federal Electorate
of Swan then you can participate in this
fantastic new incursion and education
campaign. Home River Ocean has been
brought to Perth by Perth Region NRM
from the South West after a three year
advertising campaign in that region. The
winter campaign encourages residents
to hold off on the fertiliser till spring,
using television, radio, newspaper, local businesses, public campaigns and events to
deliver this message to households in Perth, Peel and the South West. The campaign
aims to change urban fertiliser behaviours to reduce nutrients entering waterways during
the winter months by using hilarious adverts focusing on Blue Swimmer Crabs.
SERCUL are helping to take this campaign into schools in the Electorate of Swan. If
you are a Kindy - Year 4 teacher then book us now to present a FREE Home River
Ocean incursion which includes our catchment story activity followed by students making
a Crab Friendly Lawn sign that they can take home and put on their front lawn. To make
a booking call Amy on 9458 5664 or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au.
Check out the very funny adverts at http://www.homeriverocean.com.au/

OUR LOCAL HEROES

• Young Re-inventor of the Year •
Young Re-inventor of the Year is an initiative of Switch your thinking, a Council program
aimed at supporting community actions to reduce greenhouse emissions. In this local
program for local schools, your students will solve problems and put their creativity to the
test to reuse, repurpose and upcycle used items instead of throwing them away.
This program can link to outcomes in science, technology and enterprise, health and
physical education, society and environment and the arts. In 2015, Young Re-Inventor
of the Year adopts a food theme. Re-invent rubbish into something new to help grow,
package or store food or reduce food waste and send us a photo of your creation. It’s that
simple.
How to enter:
1 Register your details on the website - http://www.switchyourthinking.com/our-projects/
young-reinventor-of-the-year/
2 Create your food themed re-invention
3 Email a photo of your submission along with a brief description (200 words maximum)
of who made it and why by Monday 9 November.
Participation is free and the first five schools to register will receive a $50 voucher to the
Drop’n’Shop Reuse Centre! All entrants will receive a participation certificate presented
at a school assembly and have their entry featured on the Switch your thinking website.
Overall winners will receive a tailored sustainability pack to help their school to become
more sustainable. For more information see our frequently asked questions or contact us.
Please contact Kerry Mazzotti (Switch your thinking! Project Officer) should you wish to
discuss the initiative in more detail.
T 08 9397 3208 | M 0428 917 898 | E kmazzotti@gosnells.wa.gov.au

Our Local Heroes

Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the Perth Region who
are doing great things for the environment.
We are always looking for schools to show case and inspire others.
If you would like to share your school’s achievements
please contact Amy or Deb on 9458 5664.

Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Creatures of the Deep
Explore
a
whole
world
of
biodiversity
beneath the water!
Students
use
water
sampling
methods
to
investigate the diversity of aquatic life.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison study
of water quality
Did you know
salt water can
travel upstream?
Get hands on
with
scientific
equipment
and
monitor
water
quality in a riverine habitat.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Djarlgarra Yarning F – 12
‘Canning River Stories’
The
Noongar
people’s strong
connection with
rivers and the
surrounding
landscape forms
the basis for much
of their culture, spirituality, and identity.
Follow the footsteps of the Noongar
people to experience first-hand how
the resources provided by the land and
water were traditionally used and how
the seasons dictated their availability
and sustainable use.
Term 3 | Wk 6 | Aug 24, 25, 26
Term 4 | Wk 4 | Nov 2, 3, 4
9.30 am – 11.30 am or 12 pm – 2 pm
$9 per student (inc. GST) (2 hours)
A Day in the Park 1 – 10
Finish off the school year by consolidating
environmental learning and having fun
at the same time! Join us in the scenic
Canning River Regional Park for a day of
nature-based activities.
Term 4, Wk 8 Nov 30, Dec 1, 2 (10 am – 2 pm)
$6 (inc. GST) per student
Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
creec@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

Amy Krupa

SERCUL is a proud member of the:

Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au

AuSSI Alliance

Deb Taborda
Environmental Education Officer
debrataborda@sercul.org.au
P| 9458 5664
F| 9458 5661
W| www.sercul.org.au
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Important Dates – Term 3, 2015

September is BIODIVERSITY month!

International Youth Day
en.unesco.org/events/international-youth-day-2015

15–23 August

National Science Week
www.scienceweek.net.au/

16 August

Community EXPO: Patterns in Science
www.aaeewa.org.au

24–30 August

Keep Australia Beautiful Week
www.kab.org.au/

September

National Biodiversity Month
www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/month

7–13 September

National Landcare Week
www.landcareonline.com.au/

7 September

National Threatened Species Day

18 September

World Water Monitoring Day
www.worldwatermonitoryingday.org

18–20 September Clean up the World Weekend
www.cleanuptheworld.org/en/
20 September

World Parks Day

5 October

World Habitat Day

It’s easy to get involved!

Find out more information at: www.education.thewest.com.au
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CELEBRATING WA’S

AMAZING
BIODIVERSITY
through the camera lens
It’s easy to enter!
• DISCOVER: Find out about WA’s unique species, the
threats they face and how people can help.
• PLAY: Grab a camera and spend some time developing
your photography skills.
• EXPLORE: Get outside and capture the diversity of our
state’s plants, animals and landscapes.
• SHARE: Compose a captivating caption that highlights
the biodiversity story of your favourite photo.

WIN

12 August

PAID

Winning students and their schools
will receive a cash prize and may have
their winning photo published in ED!

MEDIA EDUCATION
Phone 9482 3717 | Email education@thewest.com.au
Online education.thewest.com.au

Choose one or more of the following
categories to
on:
•
•
•

on: WA’s endemic species.
on: WA’s habitats and ecosystems.
on: Celebrating human energy and
sustainability in WA.

Prizes will be awarded for each category in the following
age groups: Years K-2, 3-6, 7-10 and 11-12.

Entry is open to primary and secondary
students in WA schools.
Links to the Australian Curriculum: Science, Media Arts, English
and Geography. Teacher notes, submission guidelines and
competition rules can be found online at

education.thewest.com.au/competitions
Since 2004 Chevron Australia has been proud
to support Focus Environment as a way of
encouraging students to
be aware of the world
around them and to make
a commitment to caring
for the environment and
safeguarding it for
the future.

