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Welcome to Term 4
Wow, hasn’t the year gone fast?!
Welcome to the last printed edition
of this newsletter. In 2016 we will be
going fully electronic so if you want
to continue reading this newsletter
email me now so I can add you to the
electronic distribution list.
In this edition we wrap up the Patterns
in Science Community Expo, highlight
some upcoming PL opportunities,
showcase some new resources
available to borrow from SERCUL and
look at our latest local hero, South
Fremantle SHS Eco-Warriors program.
Deb Taborda, Environmental Education
Officer, has left SERCUL to start her
own business. Thanks Deb for all your
hard work over the last four years and
good luck in your new adventure.
Have a great Term 4 and we will see
you out in the catchment somewhere
soon!

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
Like SERCUL on Facebook and keep
up-to-date with everything that is
happening in landcare.
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ELECTRONIC
NEWSLETTER

This is the FINAL printed edition of
this newsletter as we will be going
digital as of Term 1, 2016.
If you would like to keep receiving
this valuable resource, please
email your name and school to
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘Electronic Education
Newsletter’ before the end of this
year.
Please pass this information
onto your colleagues. The more
environmental educators we have,
the happier our planet will be!

SERCUL’s

Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2016
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Catchments, Corridors and Coasts (CCC) is a practical
program, which focuses on learning through experience and skill
development, while also reflecting the synergies between the
environmental education practitioners in WA. CCC provides a
‘snapshot’ of environmental education in WA from its enormous
catchments through its narrowing corridors to the beautiful coast.
It is proudly presented annually by the Australian Association for
Environmental Education WA Chapter.

Please go to www.aaeewa.org.au for further information and to download the
registration form.

COMMUNITY EXPO . . .

Patterns in Science

On Sunday, 16th August more than 2800
people experienced science at its best at
the Canning River Eco Education Centre
(CREEC). Visitors to the Expo were treated to
guest speakers, hands-on activities, animal
encounters, Scitech shows, drumming
workshops and Aboriginal cultural activities.
There were plenty of interactive displays
encouraging the identification of patterns
in science and the world around us, kids
activities, free native plants and plenty of
other great giveaways.

Congratulations to our winners . . .

Pre Primary:
Year 1:
Year 2:
Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5:
Year 6:

Aidan Lim, Lathlain PS
Samuel Davey, Kalamunda PS
Saxon Breeze, St Joseph’s PS
Sarah Boulton, Hollywood PS
Greer Hannaford, Ardross PS
John Trump, Belmont PS
Kade Urlus, Southern Hills
Christian College
Overall Winner: Rishika Arora, Yr 3, Ardross PS

The Community Expo was organised by the
Australian Association for Environmental
Education WA Chapter, CREEC, City of
Canning and SERCUL. A huge thanks must
also go to the wonderful major sponsors, who
this year included: Swan River Trust; City of
Canning; National Science Week Committee
(Inspiring Australia); and Great Gardens.
We received 401 entries in the Design a Logo
Youth Competition from 16 schools.

Rishika Arora with her winning logo printed
on the banner
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St le! Canoeing on the Canning PL Opportunity
ilab
Friday, 23 October 2015
Ava
Canoeing on the Canning is a full-day professional learning
opportunity, held during National Water Week in October.
On the day, expect to:
► learn about the Indigenous connections to the river;
► explore the local biodiversity;
► learn about the fresh and salt water ecosystems of the area; and
► hear about the key environmental issues that threaten the Canning River ecosystem
while canoeing and on foot.
Register early to avoid disappointment as the day is capped at 20 participants.
Call Amy on 9458 5664 or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au to register.

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
Resources for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project
is concerned about the high levels of
nutrients that are causing the growth of
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning
Rivers and associated wetlands. The
project offers opportunities to school
and youth groups including:
• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river
food web.
• Building a Frog Habitat is a must have
incursion if a school is considering
building
a
frog
habitat.
Students learn
about
the
frogs of the
Perth
Region
and listen to
their calls. All
the
essential
elements in constructing a frog habitat
is also covered.
• Go Fish! allows students to learn
about the diversity of fish that live in
our local waterways and what we can
do to protect our native fish.
• Clean Drains River Gains allows
students to learn about the links
between drains and pollution through
stencilling drains at school.
• Planting Opportunities allow students
to plant local native species into
rehabilitation sites and learn why this
is important (available Jun–Oct).

Water Testing!
The Phosphorus Awareness Project (PAP) has recently purchased a set of
equipment which can be used to undertake water testing activities with students.
This water testing kit includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Multi-Parameter PCSTestr™ 35 instruments which tests pH, Conductivity
TDS, Salinity, Temperature
Turbidity tube
Phosphate test kits
Ammonia test kits for freshwater
Nitrite test kits
Nitrate test kits

These test kits can either be borrowed by the classroom teacher to conduct
water testing with his or her students or a booking can be made to have a
presenter come out to your school or meet you on site to undertake the
water testing activity with your students.
If your school is interested in Water Testing or you would like further information, please
contact:
Amy Krupa | amykrupa@sercul.org.au | 9458 5664

Macroinvertebrates - Indicating Waterway Health
A fantastic and really interesting way to figure out how healthy waterways are is to look
at what macroinvertebrates are living in the water. The PAP offer macroinvertebrate
sessions that when used in conjunction with water testing provide a very clear
picture as to the health of the water.
These sessions could be run at your school, at a local river or lake or why not
come to SERCUL/Yule Brook Homestead on an excursion. There are a number of
wetlands, Yule Brook and the Canning River on the SERCUL property which can
be used to look at macroinvertebrates. Contact Amy - amykrupa@sercul.org.au to
book your session now!
Macroinvertebrates are animals that live in the water, can be seen with the human
eye and they don’t have a backbone. Some macroinvertebrates such as caddisfly
larvae are sensitive to pollution so finding them indicates the waterway is healthy.
Other macroinvertebrates such as backswimmers and water boatmen are tolerant
to pollution so finding them indicates the waterway may be unhealthy.
There is a great website from Victoria which has fantastic wetland resources
for teachers and students including a macroinvertebrate ID tool and quiz:
http://ecolinc.vic.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploaded_files/discovering_wetlands/
outreach-resources/resources.html

SERCUL Incursion/Excursion Fees and Charges

• Resource Sheets are available based
around the nutrient issue.
• Nutrient Display explains the problem,
cause and solution to nutrients and
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful
display.
For further information or to book an
incursion or a display to be set up in your
school please contact:
Amy Krupa on 9458 5664
or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

Due to changes in funding and support from Government agencies, the education
program at SERCUL is changing. As of July 1, 2015, we are required to attach a cost
to our presentations for schools which fall outside of the Swan–Canning Catchment or
SERCUL boundary. Please see map http://www.sercul.org.au/edu.html to locate your
school.
We are doing our best to keep charges to a minimum, so that our
programs are still accessible to as many schools as possible.
For incursions to schools outside the boundary, the costs will be:
• $165 inc. GST per class per session
• $110 inc. GST per additional class(es) or session(s)
within the same school on the same day
Fees for excursions to the Yule Brook Homestead are also
increasing as of July 1, 2015:
• $4.40 inc. GST per student for half day visits
• $6.60 inc. GST per student for full day visits
Planting at rehabilitation sites will remain FREE; however, any additional education
sessions will incur the same fees as excursions to the Yule Brook Homestead.

OUR LOCAL HEROES

South Fremantle Senior High School
Navigating Sustainable Futures
Carbon Neutral Sustainable Living Program.
Green Action Team and Eco-Warriors Unite to
reduce, reuse, recycle AND re-think!
South Fremantle SHS has united with its local Primary Schools (Beaconsfield PS, Hilton
PS, Fremantle PS, White Gum Valley PS and Winterfold PS) to create a curriculum-based
program that actively teaches students about the importance of being environmentally
aware and engaged. This program is titled ‘Eco-Warriors’. It runs for two hours per week
over a five-week period and incorporates concepts of the Australian Curriculum which
is currently taught in all schools by engaging students in both practical hands-on skillsbased learning and academic theory-centred education. Developed and implemented
by Mr Leo Conti (Humanities Head of Learning at SFSHS), students are encouraged to
become active citizens not only by reducing, reusing and recycling but also by re-thinking
their actions.
Eco-Warriors students are set the task of showing how schools can assist in helping local
areas ‘fight to sustain our environment’. As an ‘Eco-Warrior’ it is your task to help educate
people on how and why we all need to look after our environment. To do this, you need to
create an ‘Eco-Warrior education kit’.
Since its inception, students have created posters showing what an ‘Eco-Warrior’ looks
like and acts like; designed pamphlets showing why we need to act as ‘Eco-Warriors’ and
how we can support our environment; built a suggestion box on how to reduce, reuse and
recycle and the benefits this can bring to the environment; and generated PowerPoint
slides showing ways some primary schools or local areas are caring for the environment.
Once completed, Eco-Warrior representatives from each Primary School work together as
a group and deliver one presentation addressing the challenge.
Each week, fun learning activities focus on air, land and water
pollution themes. Topics include:
• carbon neutral sustainable living: human activity and its
impact on local area case study – Swan and Canning rivers;
• river pollution awareness and its impact on Perth’s water
system excursion – Point Walter;
• phosphorus awareness (algae) and its impact on Perth’s
wetlands and water systems;
• landfill and recycling – Regional Resource Recovery Centre
(RRRC); and
• air pollution and climate change.
Thank you to local primary school teachers, education officers
at Regional Resource Recovery Centre (Canning Vale) and
especially to the staff at SERCUL for their support in ensuring
the success of this educational program.
Coordinator: Mr Leo Conti

Head of Humanities: Society & Environment; English; and Languages (Indonesian)

T 08 9337 0500 | E leo.conti@education.wa.edu.au

Our Local Heroes

Our Local Heroes is a series of articles that document and
acknowledge the efforts of local schools in the Perth Region who
are doing great things for the environment.
We are always looking for schools to show case and inspire others.
If you would like to share your school’s achievements
please contact Amy on 9458 5664.

Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Creatures of the Deep
Explore
a
whole
world
of
biodiversity
beneath the water!
Students
use
water
sampling
methods
to
investigate the diversity of aquatic life.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison study
of water quality
Did you know
salt water can
travel upstream?
Get hands on
with
scientific
equipment
and
monitor
water
quality in a riverine habitat.
$6 per student (1.5 hrs)
Djarlgarra Yarning F – 12
‘Canning River Stories’
The
Noongar
people’s strong
connection with
rivers and the
surrounding
landscape forms
the basis for much
of their culture, spirituality, and identity.
Follow the footsteps of the Noongar
people to experience first-hand how
the resources provided by the land and
water were traditionally used and how
the seasons dictated their availability
and sustainable use.
Term 4 | Wk 4 | Nov 2, 3, 4
9.30 am – 11.30 am or 12 pm – 2 pm
$9 per student (inc. GST) (2 hours)
A Day in the Park 1 – 10
Finish off the school year by consolidating
environmental learning and having fun
at the same time! Join us in the scenic
Canning River Regional Park for a day of
nature-based activities.
Term 4, Wk 8 Nov 30, Dec 1, 2 (10 am – 2 pm)
$6 (inc. GST) per student
Contact CREEC Education Officer,
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or
creec@canning.wa.gov.au
to book your excursion now!

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

SERCUL is a proud member of the:
Sustainable Schools WA Alliance

For further information please
contact:
Amy Krupa
Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark
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Important Dates – Term 4, 2015
2 – 11 October

National Organic Week
organicweek.net.au/core/

14 October		National Ride to Work Day
bicyclenetwork.com.au/general/programs/3025/
19 – 25 October National Water Week: Innovation
watercorporation.com.au/home/teachers/activitiesand-events/national-water-week
23 October

Canoeing on the Canning
sercul.org.au/docs/2015/events/
CanoeingontheCanning2015.pdf

9 – 15 Nov

National Recycling Week
recyclingweek.planetark.org/about/

21 November

World Fisheries Day
wiseoceans.com/event/world-fisheriesday/2015-11-21/

5 December

International Volunteer Day
volunteeringaustralia.org

13 - 15 January Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2016
aaeewa.org.au
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This year’s theme...

–Innovation–

National Water Week has been running
since 1993.
Water innovation in Australia is important
because we have a growing population
and a climate that is always changing.
You will often hear on the news about
floods and droughts happening in
Australia at the same time.
We need to make sure we can capture and manage the water in the
wet times so that we have plenty of clean water when it’s dry. We
also need to be educated and make sustainable decisions about
how we use water. After all, everyone needs water, every day.
Did you know that the dual flush toilet was developed
by an Australian innovator?
The dual flush toilet saves in excess of 32 000 litres
of water per household per year.

