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Welcome to our Latest Newsletter
If you have any comments on the newsletter or would like to be included on our
distribution list please call us on 9458 5664 or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

SERCUL – Wa Landcare Award Winners
Australian Government Partnerships with Landcare Award
SERCUL certainly punched well above its weight
when it won this award. We were up against
the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council (five
Councils) and the Peel Harvey Catchment
Council. Winning this award is acknowledgement
of the dedication and commitment of all our staff
over the years. SERCUL will now go forward to

the National Landcare Awards next year and our
efforts and achievements will go up against all
the other States in this category. Whether we win
or lose it makes no difference as it is a fabulous
achievement for all involved with SERCUL. We
owe a lot to our many partners over the years who
have shown so much confidence in us.

Simon Goodhand, Dept.of Agriculture (sponsor); Pat Hart, SERCUL
Chairperson; Malcolm McCusker, Patron Landcare Australia (WA)

S a n dy ’ s R

eme
r
i
t
e

It was the end of an era at SERCUL
recently when inaugural staff member
Sandy Wainwright, Financial Manager,
retired after 12 years at SERCUL and
20 years with the Bannister Creek
Catchment Group. Sandy is a huge
reason why SERCUL is so successful
today. She is going to be greatly
missed and we wish her the best for the
next chapter of her life, enjoying her
grandchildren and meditating, amongst
many other things!

Winners of WA Landcare Awards in all categories with
Malcolm McCusker, Patron Landcare Australia (WA)
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From the Chair
Reflecting over the past few months and also
looking forward there are many highs with a
few lows and so much to follow through.
On the challenging side is the State once
again sitting on NRM funding opportunities
(community capacity) for whatever reasons
and the disappointment that the metro
area once again will only have $800 000
(consolidated revenue) to apply for where
as the rest of the State will have $3.2 million
(Royalties for Regions). Given that we have
three quarters of the State’s population
with major pressures on all aspects of our
natural environment it is an area that must be
challenged for the future.
The State Government not recognising in the
Swan Canning Rivers Strategy the key role that
the sub regional groups have with the repair
of our precious waterways, and have had for
nearly 12 years, working in partnership with the
SRT now Rivers and Estuaries Division (DPaW) is
extremely disappointing to say the least.
The loss of Ian Colquhoun recently is extremely
sad but a life to be celebrated for his amazing
achievements.
Our WA Landcare Award win, the launch of
our Mozzie Wise program including Teacher
Guides – the first in Australia, the amazing
achievements identified in SERCUL’s 2014-15
Annual Report, a very successful experience
with our Work for the Dole Team and Julie
Robert becoming a Nana to her daughter’s
precious son.
There is lot to be thankful for and something
we must always acknowledge as without
celebrating the highs sometimes the
challenges faced by community groups and
organisations in our efforts to assist the long
term future of our natural environment can
become overwhelming.

Pat Hart
Chairperson

VALE IAN COLQUHOUN
The recent passing of Ian Colquhoun has left
a cloud lying over many people who are
involved with the management and repair of our
environment and in particular our bushland.
Ian’s amazing energy and commitment over
many years to national and international
research into a number of aspects of
bushland management in particular dieback
was recognised at a recent gathering of
approximately 300 people that was held
in Roleystone to honour and recognise his
achievements.
Ian has left a powerful legacy to us all through
his work and will be remembered for years to
come particularly when we see wonderful Jarrah
trees still flourishing mainly due to Ian’s amazing
work into how we manage dieback.
Our deepest sympathy goes out to his wife Mady
and his children.
Pat Hart – SERCUL

Julies Cancer Survival
Treatment
SERCUL’s inspirational CEO, Julie Robert,
needs your help. Julie has battled for years
to protect our environment and now she
is battling cancer. If you can spare even a
few dollars towards this possibly life saving
cancer treatment then please donate now!
www.gofundme.com/7a523tjg

annual report 2014-2015 snapshot
The year of 2014–15 has seen a realisation of the anticipated changes to the NRM political
landscape. The merger of the Swan River Trust with the Department of Parks and Wildlife
represents new challenges in financial stability for the sub regions. The change; however,
also presents new opportunities, encouraged through the existing programs and working
relations.
The news of our CEO’s new challenge with cancer was a shock to everyone. Julie
Robert has been leading this organisation from its inception in 2003 and her networks
are extensive. A ‘Biggest Morning Tea’ event to raise funds for cancer research saw an
overwhelming attendance.
2015 has seen the retirement of Sandy Wainwright our Financial Manager who has been
a major part of SERCUL since its inception. Deb Taborda (Environmental Education
Officer) also left us after four years to pursue her own business. We wish them both good
luck for their new adventures.
2015–16 will bring new challenges and new opportunities. We have a vision in mind
and passion in our hearts. We also; however, have the combined collective of number
crunchers, planners, visionaries, project implementers, the politically astute and a lot
of common sense. It is this collective group that makes this organisation. It is through
this collective that we will continue working toward our vision.
For our full annual report see our website

ACHIEVEMENTS for 2014–2015

$3 105 320

SE RCUL i nv e s t e d
i n e n v i r o n m e ntal
restorati o n ; e du ca t i o n a n d t r a i n i n g; m o n i t o r i n g and
r e s e a r ch a n d co m m u n i t y su ppo r t .

>13 402 hrs

V o l u n t e e r C o n t r i bu t i o n

>$437 124

Total Value of Volunteering

(V a lu e o f V o lu nt eering = $ 3 2 .5 3 / hr)

161 267

P l a n t s I n st a l l e d

>17 879

Peop l e Re ce i v e d Edu ca t i o n , v i a Di r e ct I n fo r mation
o r On - gr o u n d C o n t a ct

14

H o st e d we b pa ge s fo r
environmental
co m m u n i t y gr o u ps

117 W a t e r wa y s a m pl e s i t e s
534 Sa m pl e s co l l e ct e d i n t h e P e r t h Re g ion

SERCUL Projects
MOZZIE WISE Launch
The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare (SERCUL) has been working hard to develop a
mosquito education package for the community and for educators to use with their students.
The new Mozzie Wise program was launched recently at the SERCUL AGM. This fantastic new education
program consists of community and local government forums, a brochure, two posters, three Teacher
Guides, a school incursion and teacher professional development. A huge thanks to our partners Department of Health WA, Contiguous Local Authorities Group-City of Canning and Perth NRM who
provided funding and support for this exciting new program.
The education package, Mozzie Wise: A Teacher’s Guide to Mosquito Education, contains three
books for Foundation to Year 2, Years 3 to 6 and Years 7 to 10. Teachers are provided with detailed
background information, outcome aims for the activities, vocabulary, interesting and relevant websites,
additional activities and answers. Each student
page is written to cover specific content
descriptions from the Science Learning Area of
the Australian Curriculum and these are printed
on the page for easy reference.

SERCUL Incursion/Excursion Fees and Charges
Due to changes in funding and support from
Government agencies, the education program
at SERCUL is changing. As of July 1, 2015 we are
required to attach a cost to our presentations
for schools which fall outside of the Swan–
Canning Catchment or SERCUL boundary.
Please see map to locate your school.
We are doing our best to keep charges to
a minimum, so that our programs are still
accessible to as many schools as possible.
For incursions to schools outside the boundary,
the costs will be:

• $165 inc. GST per class per session
• $110 inc. GST per additional class(es) or
session(s) within the same school on the same
day
Fees for excursions to the Yule Brook Homestead
are also increasing as of July 1, 2015:
• $4.40 inc. GST per student for half day visits
• $6.60 inc. GST per student for full day visits
Planting at rehabilitation sites will remain FREE;
however, any additional education sessions will
incur the same fees as excursions to the Yule
Brook Homestead.

SERCUL Projects
Work for the Dole Program
Work for the dole team that came in like wrecking ball #ThugLife
The Work for the Dole team which commenced
in June 2015 with SERCUL in cooperation with
atWork Australia has been delivering a workfare
program ‘Work For the Dole’, and it appears
to be a success story in the making. Averaging
seven people a day, at 7.5 hours, we have
already left a noticeable trace, contributing
3270 hours, planted 25 000 plants and repaired
countless stairs and walking paths in Gosnells
and Armadale parks.
Shane Hunter from the Armadale Gosnells
Landcare Group, who are sharing the Work for
the Dole team, said “I have been very pleased
with the progress so far that has been achieved
by the team and look forward to seeing further
great results into the future.”
Brett Kuhlmann, SERCUL’s Acting CEO said “The
program has been a fantastic development for
SERCUL. We have a group that are genuinely
engaged in the program and who are achieving
great outcomes on the ground. It has been
much more than we anticipated from the
onset.”
Adopting effective SOPs and KPIs, through
the roller coaster of group storming, norming,
forming and performing, it has been a sharp
learning curve for everyone on the program.

Work for the Dole team after a long day weeding at
Mary Carroll Wetland

Through all the hard work, feedback and
adjustments, jokes, and keeping it real and
respectful we have managed to build up
an efficient and effective team that invites
challenges and faces/smashes them head on.
While the Work for the Dole program has its
indisputable flaws, many times failing to target
the real problems, it is providing a platform for
people to socialise, open up and restore their
self-confidence and work ethics. Eventually,
making each of us stronger inside-out while
giving back to our community, I count myself
lucky to be a part of this win-win program.

SERCUL Officers invited to present at Construction and
Establishment of Vegetated Stormwater Systems Workshops
SERCUL senior officers Glen Byleveld and Brett Kuhlmann have been invited by New Waterways to give
their knowledge and experiences along with other speakers at a workshop in November on effective
civil construction and landscape establishment of biofilters, living streams, constructed wetlands and
vegetated swales.
It is very rewarding indeed to see that the high quality projects that Glen and Brett have achieved for
SERCUL over the years is recognised at this high level and that their knowledge and experiences are sort
after. We are all very proud of their achievements.

Community Groups
Bannister Creek Catchment Group
Update October 2015
The Bannister Creek Catchment Group (BCCG)
held their Annual General Meeting on 23
September, 2015. Jessica Morris resigned as
Chairperson after being with the group for about
a decade. The BCCG would like to extend their
thanks to Jessica for her commitment and hard
work over the years and are happy to have
Jessica remain a member. Sandy Wainwright
was voted in as the new Bannister Creek
Catchment Group Chairperson. Sandy is an in
augural member of the BCCG and has remained
an active member since the group’s inception
in 1995. Sandy was also recognised by the City
of Canning for her ongoing volunteer work and
is now listed on the Environmental Volunteers
Honour Board.
This is an exciting year for the Bannister Creek
Catchment Group. We are celebrating our
20th anniversary in protecting and restoring
waterways and bushland areas in the Bannister
Creek Catchment and ultimately helping to
improve water quality entering the iconic Swan
Canning River System.

located just below Iveston Road. This project
will see the slope reduced on the banks where
there is currently a huge erosion problem; the
construction of a wall to prevent further loss of
the embankment; the installation of a riffle to
slow flows and increase detention time of the
water; and the installation of approximately
10,000 plants. Earthworks are planned for
January to February 2016 when water levels are
at their lowest. Please be cautious prior to and
during the construction phase as this area is
quite unstable. This is evident with the exposed
drainage pipe following the loss of about one
metre of bank this winter.
The BCCG would like to extend their thanks to
all their partners who have provided valuable
support over the last 20 years being the City of
Canning; the DPaW Rivers & Estuaries Division
(formerly the Swan River Trust); the Department
of Water; funding bodies such as the Swan Alcoa
Landcare Program & State NRM program; and
the Water Corporation. Your ongoing support is
greatly appreciated.

We are currently in the planning phase for the
restoration of the final section of Bannister Creek

Exposed drainage pipe at Bannister Creek following
the loss of approximately one metre of embankment in
the Winter 2015 period

BCCG Chairperson (Jessica Morris) 2005-6 receiving
cheques from Tony McRae at SALP breakfast

Community Groups
FRIENDS OF Bull Creek Catchment
SERCUL has been working with the Friends of Bull
Creek Catchment and the Rossmoyne Senior High
School Bush Rangers to restore Bull Creek since
2012.

community planting event!), not to mention the
massive support they provide throughout all of
their busy bees, hand weeding, watering and
monitoring.

This photo monitoring point covers an 18 month
period from pre blackberry control to nearly one
year post planting.

SERCUL and the Friends of Bull Creek Catchment
have successfully attracted a number of grants
for several project areas through SALP, State
NRM, the Swan Canning River Recovery Program
and the 25th Anniversary Landcare grants.
Without their funding support this work would not
be possible!

The SERCUL Environmental Services Team did
an excellent job in slashing back the wall of
blackberry and controlling the numerous and
ferocious weed flushes that followed (even if they
felt it was hopeless at times!).
The Friends of Group put in a tremendous effort
planting the 13,000 seedlings that went into this
section (with over 7,000 being planted in a single
Before blackberry removal

After blackberry removal

One year after first planting

Our next mission at Bull Creek is through the
Swan Canning River Recovery Program where
we have commenced clearing over a hectare
of blackberry and lantana thicket to plant 70,000
native seedlings!

Community Groups

Friends of Attadale Foreshore – Two Rivers Community Grants
The Friends of Attadale Foreshore were one of
many groups who applied for the Two Rivers
Community Grants which was the remaining
funds from the dissolution of the Two Rivers
Catchment Group. Here is their success story.
‘We have successfully completed this project,
involving the manufacture and installation of
eight bat boxes along the Attadale Foreshore,
involving 12 students from Santa Maria College
in all aspects of the work. Our group and
members provided additional money to secure
an extra two boxes. It has been a very successful
project and I again thank you for providing the
opportunity with the grant money.
Micro Bats inhabit hollow tree logs for security
and to breed, however with urbanisation suitable
habitation has declined significantly thus the
bat boxes are provided to replace the native
habitat.
Attadale, with much low lying wet riverside
flats has always been a source of innumerable

mosquitoes and the bat boxes will increase bat
numbers to reduce mosquitoes. Each bat can
eat up to 1000 mosquitoes in a night which is half
their body weight.
A local craftsman, Mr Joe Tonga of Natsync,
has developed a very successful prototype bat
box, with some already installed and housing
bats in Point Walter. Joe was commissioned to
build six boxes, ultimately increased to eight in a
workshop with year 8 and 9 students from Santa
Maria College.
Once built the boxes were erected in trees
along the Attadale Foreshore, in the presence
of the students. Each box has marked on it the
name of the student who built the box so they
can continue to observe its progress, assisted
by a map marked with GPS coordinated to help
location.

Michael Nichol

Community News
Swan canning River recovery
It is very pleasing to hear that $324,385 in Direct
Community Action grants in the Swan Canning
Recovery program has been awarded to a
number of local groups in SERCUL’s sub region
for on-ground activities to help protect the
Swan and Canning River system. This funding is
part of the Australian Government’s $1 million
investment through the National Landcare
Programme.
The funding will help protect the rivers’
ecosystems through weed control, restoration
and management of high priority foreshore
and catchment areas, as well as improved
community engagement and awareness of the
importance of our natural areas.
Congratulations to the Canning River
Regional Park Volunteers, Friends of Bull Creek
Catchment, Aquinas College, Canning River
Residents Environmental Protection Association,
Bannister Creek Catchment Group and the
Wilson Wetlands Action Group for successfully
receiving funding for your projects.

Dolphin Watcher of Year 2015
Congratulations to Joan on ‘DOLPHIN WATCHER
OF THE YEAR AWARD’ .... two years in a row!
I was lucky enough to get to enjoy the annual
‘Dolphin Watch Update & Awards’ this morning,
held on the Swan Foreshore at ‘Burswood on
Swan’ (the Water-ski Club building on foreshore
in front of Crown Casino). In addition to enjoying
the company of fellow dolphin watchers over
breakfast, hearing about the health of the
river dolphins (19 adults, 6 juveniles & 4 calves),
seeing the photos and videos of the dolphins as
well as the community members and scientists
who are researching &/or recording their
activities ..... I was also there when Joan (whom
most of you will know) was acknowledged as
the ‘Dolphin Watcher of Year’ - awarded to the
volunteer who contributed the most amount of
monitoring time.
Congrats Joan and thanks for your and Brian’s
efforts in contributing information that can assist
in the research and good management of the
Canning-Swan River Dolphins.
Colma Keating
President – Canning River Residents Environment
Protection Association (CRREPA)

Steve Irons, MP planting native seedlings with Aquinas
College students and SERCUL staff (Photo Preeti Castle)

Joan receiving her Award from Rod Hughes, Manager of
Swan River Trust

Upcoming Events
Date & Time

Event

Group

Contact

Fri 6 Nov
12pm

Seminar: The biggest problem with fences: weeds,
fire and herbivores in a long unburnt Banksia
Woodland
Join speaker, Kate Brown (DPaW), for the last
seminar of the Department of Parks and Wildlife’s
Urban Nature monthly lunchtime research seminar
series. Bring your lunch. There is free parking and no
need to RSVP.
@ Tondirrup/Nambung meeting rooms, Keiran
McNamara Conservation Science Centre,
Department of Parks and Wildlife - 17 Dick Perry
Avenue, Kensington

Urban Nature Program

http://www.dpaw.
wa.gov.au/management/off-reserveconservation/67-urbannature

Sat 7 Nov
6.30pm – 9pm

Project Numbat Calendar Launch
Project Numbat invites you to celebrate the launch
of the first Numbat Calendar on World Numbat
Day. Join us to enjoy tasty cheese and wine while
talking all things numbats with Project Numbat
members and numbat conservation advocates.
You will also have the opportunity to meet the
contributing artists and purchase your own limited
edition 2016 Numbat Calendar! Click here for
invite.
@ Perth Zoo - Labouchere Road, South Perth

Project Numbat

RSVP by 26 October to
info@numbat.org.au

Thurs 12 Nov
9am – 12noon

SERCUL Meeting
Hosted by City of South Perth

South East Regional
Centre for Urban
Landcare

9458 5664

Please refer to the SERCUL website calendar for a more up-to-date listing of current
events and more contact details: www.sercul.org.au/events.html

SERCUL Executive Committee:
CEO – Julie Robert
Acting CEO – Brett Kuhlmann
Chairperson – Pat Hart
Deputy Chair – Marc Lane
Treasurer – Max Houghton
Executive Member – Geoff Pettifer
Executive Member – Marie Taylor
Acting Secretary – Glen Byleveld

Contact us at:
69 Horley Road,
Beckenham WA 6107
Phone: 9458 5664
Fax: 9458 5661
www.sercul.org.au

Please see our website for all other staff details.
www.sercul.org.au/staff.html

The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare wishes to thank our main sponsors.

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

