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WORLD’S GREATEST SHAVE
As part of the Leukemia Foundation’s World’s Greatest Shave three
SERCUL staff members - Melinda Snowball, Julie Robert and Glen
Byleveld shaved their hair for a great cause.
Mel’s Mum (and Julie’s best friend) and Glen’s Dad
recently lost their battles with multiple myeloma which
was the inspiration behind this event.
On Sunday 24th March an event was held with the team
raising over $2000 on the night. A lot of hair was lost
with over 10 people joining in on the fun and shaving or
colouring their hair.
Overall the team have raised a staggering $14 000 which will go towards
helping the Leukemia Foundation provide free, practical support to
people with leukemia, lymphoma, myeloma and related blood disorders.
It will also boost research into better treatments and hopefully cures for
blood cancers.
Thank you to everyone who donated, your support is greatly appreciated.
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Welcome to our
Latest Newsletter
If you have any comments on
the newsletter or would like to be
included on our distribution list
please call us on 9458 5664.

Electronic Newsletter

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

At SERCUL, we are working
to reduce the amount of paper
used. If you can help by receiving
this newsletter electronically,
please email your name to
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘SERCUL Electronic
Newsletter’.
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Did You Know?
Australian Magpies life span can
be between 25-30 years, although
there is a fairly high mortality rate
with juveniles.
Only about 15% of Magpies are
actually successful in having their
own territory. These Magpies are
found genetically to be the strongest.

From the Chair
SERCUL is celebrating 10 years of Landcare this year which will
cumulate in a special community event on Saturday 6th July at
SERCUL. Reflecting back over the past years it is quite amazing
what SERCUL has achieved in the many aspects of Landcare. The
extraordinary number of projects and plants in the ground; publications;
great partnerships at all levels; commitment and dedication by staff
both past and present is unprecedented. The fantastic contributions
by volunteers from all walks of life that, without their amazing time and
commitment we would not have been able to achieve much of what we
have. This year in particular with the nearing completion of our Urban
Waterway Renewal Projects I must acknowledge the extraordinary
workload all the staff have carried. They have all risen to the occasion
on many levels and the results speak for themselves. What a Team.
Pat Hart
Chairperson

New Staff members at SERCUL
Rose Weerasinghe
Magpies belong to the Artamid
family and derive from ancient stock.
Unlike other birds identified in that
family the Magpie is biped which
means they can skip, hop and run.
The majority of Magpies in Australia
have black backs with white back
Magpies confined to western and
southern Australia.
They produce some of the most
complex songs and have one of the
largest range of vocalisation for any
song bird.
There is so much more interesting
information to learn about these
iconic Australian birds. One book
that is worth a read is the ‘Australian
Magpie’ by Gisela Kaplan.
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Restoration Ecologist
I am Sri Lankan and moved to WA in late
2008. Before I came here I worked as a
Co-operative Researcher at the University
of Tokyo and I carried out plant-animal
interaction and restoration research for
conservation activities in Sri Lanka and
Japan. In Sri Lanka, I worked as a National
Consultant of Dry Zone-Flora and was a
member of the IUCN-Fauna and Flora
National Conservation Review Team of
Sri Lanka. My first research project was
wetland ecology in the mountain range of Sri Lanka.
My major role at SERCUL is to provide scientific evaluation advice and
training to SERCUL restoration projects officers, implement and assist
others to implement scientific evaluation data collection, undertake
scientific research as required by SERCUL and assist to evaluate the
monitoring data associated with SERCUL project sites.

Dan Friesen

Landcare Officer
Initially I’ve been filling in gaps left by
SERCUL staff who are currently on
leave or dedicated elsewhere as well
as working with the Green Team to
familiarise myself with SERCUL’s current
and ongoing projects. I’ve also taken on
projects at Bull Creek and Blue Gum
Lake and hope to get more funding to
further those projects. I bring with me
three years of experience in the industry
where I focused primarily on bush maintenance, weed management
and native revegetation work as well as converting residential verges
into native water wise gardens.

SERCUL Happen
ings

SERCUL Celebrates 10 years
It is hard to believe that 10 years have gone by since SERCUL was
formed and set up an office at the historic Yule Brook Homestead in
Beckenham. It has happened though and there is a lot to celebrate!
Join us on Saturday 6th July from 12.00pm - 4.00pm to celebrate the
wonderful achievements and projects and to honour the people that
have made everything happen. Official proceedings will start at 1.00pm
and there will be plenty of things to do for all the family including childrens
activities and tours of the homestead and the surrounding wetlands.
We hope you can join us on what is sure to be a day to remember.

BECKENHAM OPEN
SPACE
During this time of year works
have tended towards weeding and
preparation of sites for planting this
season. The Bowra & O’Dea sites
look fantastic and all we need now is
plenty of rain to moisten the clay soil
and make it easier to work in.
The permaculture garden has
flourished with the assistance of
Inclusions WA over the summer
months. We really appreciate all their
hard work keeping the garden well
maintained and green!
Weeding works have successfully
been completed at Karrinyup Primary
School Bushland. It was a great
location to work, and delightful to find
remnant native vegetation amongst
all the Perennial Veldt Grass such as
Banksia nivea and Thelmytra sp.

sercul open
day 2003

You are invited to help us celebrate this
significant milestone. Join us for presentations,
displays, childrens activities and tours of
SERCUL and the surrounding wetlands.
Afternoon tea will be provided.

yulebrook homestead 2005

John Maliunas weeding at Karrinyup Primary
School Bushland

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

FROM 1PM

RSVP to SERCUL on 9458 5664 or email
amykrupa@sercul.org.au by Wednesday
26 June 2013.

wood duck
s at sercu
l

Gosnells
Gosnells
Community
Bank®
Community
BranchBank®
Branch

Wireless Hill Park weeding works is
continuing to go well, concentrating on
the wildflower walk before the orchid
season starts. Already the leaves of
the Gladioli have begun to emerge
which heralds the arrival of the orchid
season. Works will continue along the
paths edge so as not to damage any
of the surfacing orchids.
Happy Planting Folks!
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SERCUL baby boom
SERCUL has had an influx of babies with four staff members welcoming new additions to their families. A huge
congratulations to Brett, Glen, Ditte and Ana and their partners and children on four new recruits for SERCUL!

Jas p e r K u l h m a n n

EVA BYl evel d

Brett and Charlotte Kuhlmann welcomed Jasper Falk
Kuhlmann on the 3rd January 2013. Jasper weighed 3.8
kilograms, was 51cm and apparently has a good set of
lungs! Jasper is a baby brother for Patrick and Lucas.

Eva Lily Byleveld was born at 6.00pm on the 20th March
2013, weighing 3.8 kilograms. Eva is Glen and Kelly’s
third child and a baby sister for Henry and Rosie.

ES B EN Ed e n

Diego z ubiaga

Esben Ejersbo Eden was born on the 6th May 2013 at
3:02am, weighing 3.5 kilograms and measuring 51cm.
Esben is Ditte and Merlin’s first child.
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Diego Zubiaga was born on the 28th May 2013, weighing
3.66 kilograms. Diego is Ana and Juan’s second child
and is a baby brother for Lorenzo.

UWR Update

Bi ck l e y B r o o k
Mandarin Road Site
Of the four Urban Waterway Renewal Bickley Brook
projects the Mandarin Road site has been the highlight
of the last couple of months. The Maintenance Plan
was signed by all parties in November and SERCUL
managed the commencement of earth works in
April including: relocating native trees; widening
the channel; testing and removing of 700 m 3 of
sediments and hosting a workshop for 40 people
while constructing
the two
rock riffles.
ThisRoad
workshop
Hydrocarbon
Track & Trace Project
in Maddington
– Mandarin
Stormwater Catchment
was part of the UWR overall objective to increase
the capacity and knowledge of drainage managers,
March
2013.and
During
the visual inspection
pads
were
categorised after the percentage of
students
community
groups. the
This
was
achieved
discolouration
in field). The
amount
of sediment
by utilising (discolouration
the implementation
of this
UWR
project and mud on the pads made it
difficult
to see
hydrocarbon
discolouration
underneath
the sediment and mud. The pads were
as part
of the
ongoing
training,
increasing
awareness
and demonstrating
bestandmanagement
practices
forcategorised a second time
therefore
rinsed of sediment
mud and the pads
were then
stormwater management.
(discolouration
after rinse to remove sediment and mud). There was no oil sheen in the water used
for rinsing the pads, indicating that the hydrocarbons were not removed from the pads.

Hydrocarbon

Once the three visual inspections where complete the average discolouration was calculated for
Track and Trace monitoring
each stormwater pit and categorised into three levels of hydrocarbon pollution; high, moderate or
The Hydrocarbon Track and Trace project occurred in the Maddington Industrial Area. The project was designed to
low.
assist in identifying sources of hydrocarbon pollution in the stormwater system connected to the Mandarin Road outfall
into Bickley Brook. This outfall receives stormwater from 45ha of industrial area and has been identified as a consistent
RESULTS
source of hydrocarbon pollution entering the Brook.
In visual
partnership
withshowed
the Swan
Trust
and the
City
of of
Gosnells,
SERCUL
The
inspection
thatRiver
all pads
absorbed
some
level
oil residue,
ranging installed
from high,33 hydrocarbon capture pads into
the catchments stormwater network to track and trace potential sources of hydrocarbon pollution. Monitoring took place
moderate and low oil discolouration. There were no pads without oil residue. The percentage of
by conducting three visual inspections and replacement of the pads and then rating the extent of discolouration following
stormwater
within
high
oil discolouration
ranged
from
47% toOnce
65% (after
pads visual
have been
rinsed where complete the average
the storm pits
events
November,
December
and
March.
the three
inspections
for
sediment/mud)
during
the
three
inspections.
Moderate
oil
discolouration
ranged
from
19%
to of hydrocarbon pollution; high,
discolouration was calculated for each stormwater pit and categorised into three levels
moderate
The results
are presented
in the figure
below. had the largest
41%
and lowor
oillow.
discolouration
ranged
from 9% tographically
16%. The inspection
in December
number
of pits
with a high
oil discolouration.
In order
to identify
priority
areas for further attention, a set of criteria was established to assist in the identification of
sampled pits whose hydrocarbon pollutant levels, and a consistency in those levels across inspections, indicated a high
The
result of that
each quality
visual inspection
is illustrated
in Figure
1, showing
oil discolouration
pads have a high, medium or low
likelihood
of stormwater
passing
through
those stormwater
entryafter
pitsthe
would
impact
on
the
receiving
water
body.
have been rinsed to remove sediment and mud. The results have also been mapped for each
The project
prioritised
inspection
(seehas
Map
3-Map 5).for further, more detailed investigation a series of six clusters of stormwater entry pits. From each
of these clusters, a discrete number of industrial premises connected to those pits may be identified and those premises
inspected to determine
Inspection on 15/11/2012
Inspection on 18/12/2012
Inspection on 22/03/2013
their contribution to
3
hydrocarbon pollution in
4
5
the sub-catchment. For
High oil
more information about
discolouration
15
this
project
please
Moderate oil
6
12
contact SERCUL on
discolouration
18
9458 5664.
20
13
Low oil
discolouration

Figure 1 Oil discolouration after the pads have been rinsed to remove sediment/mud for each visual inspection
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Mill St Drain Hydrocotyle Control
The eradication program for Hydrocotyle ranunculoides in the Mill St Main Drain is progressing very well.
SERCUL has been controlling this infestation for the Water Corporation with the goal of eradication since March
2012. Treatment methods so far have involved spraying the infestation with Metsulfuron methyl every six weeks
and following up three weeks later with monitoring and hand removal of smaller pieces. It has also been important
to control other exotic vegetation with Glyphosate to allow for easy treatment of Hydrocotyle.
The first survey in March 2012 saw 547 locations of Hydrocotyle identified in the Mill St Drainage Network. By
contrast, the most recent survey turned up only 13 locations – including only one location in the Welshpool basin
at the very top of the infestation.
The infestation is now at a point where eradication appears to be a real possibility. It is anticipated that the main
control method from now on will be physical removal of small pieces that are less than 0.1m².

Welshpool Rd

Welshpool Rd

Legend
Mill St

<0.1 m²

Mill St

0.1 m² - 1 m²
1 m² - 3 m²
3 m² - 6 m²
7 m² -15 m²

Legend

20m² - 50m²
100 m²

<0.1 m² Rooted

200 m²

<0.1m² Free Floating

300 m²

0.1 m² - 1 m² Rooted

Locations of Hydrocotyle in April 2013

Locations of Hydrocotyle in March 2012

Figure 3: Mills St Main Drain Hydrocotyle ranunculoides survey 070312
Date drawn: 22/04/13

$

Figure 3: Mills St Main Drain Hydrocotyle ranunculoides survey 190413

Armadale Gosnells landcare Group
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The Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group (AGLG) wish to acknowledge the Cities of Armadale and Gosnells for their
real commitment to Landcare through their recent decision to commit core funding for the Community River Restoration
Officer position. This financial commitment is a huge boost to the Group as the position has previously been funded
through short term grants, creating concern for the future of the position, and the ability to plan and undertake future
projects.

69 Horley Road Beckenham WA 6107
T: 08 9458 5664 F: 08 9458 5661
E: dittestrebel@sercul.org.au W: wwwsercul.org.au

© This plan must not be reproduced without the permission of SERS

File:

Checked by: DF

69 Horley Road Beckenham WA 6107
T: 08 9458 5664 F: 08 9458 5661
E: dittestrebel@sercul.org.au W: wwwsercul.org.au

© This plan must not be reproduced without the permission of SERS

File:

The Cities of Armadale and Gosnells currently fund the Community Landcare Coordinator
position and provide office space and administration services for both staff. The work AGLG
does would not be possible without the practical and financial support received by both the
City of Armadale and the City of Gosnells. This partnership is a credit to both Councils and
illustrates their commitment to the future of Landcare in the local community. A model we
believe that should be looked at by other Local Governments.
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Checked by: DF
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Upcoming Events

Date and Time

Event

Group

Contact

Wed 19 June
6.30pm-8.30pm

Winterising Your Home Workshop
Learn how to winterise your home at this
FREE hands-on, entertaining and practical
workshop presented by Keith Sillitoe &
John Barnes. Keith is an experienced home
renovator, Living Smart presenter and Home
Energy Assessor. Light supper supplied.
Bookings essential.
Canning River Eco Education Centre Cnr Kent St & Queens Park Rd, Wilson

Sun 23 June
9am-12pm

Tom Bateman Reserve Bushland
City of Gosnells
Community Planting Day
Please wear appropriate outdoor footwear and
clothing, and bring along a hat, gloves, sun
cream and water bottle.
Tom Bateman Reserve Bushland Wilfred Road, Thornlie

Patricia 9397 3205

Mon 24 June
8.30am-11am

FoMCL Work Morning
Verna St rubbish pick up, weed. Come for all
morning or just a part. Dress for weather and
must wear closed in shoes or boots. Gloves,
tools and cool water supplied.
Eudoria St car park, Gosnells

Friends of Mary
Carroll Lake

Unice 9398 7126

Sat 29 June
1.30pm-3.30pm

Mount Henry Peninsula Bush Care Day
Bush care day followed by afternoon tea
outside the Dining Hall, provided by our
volunteers. RSVPs essential.

Mt Henry
Peninsula
Conservation
Group

Phone 0409 299 861
or email Jan King Jan.
King@aquinas.wa.edu.au

Sat 6 July
12noon-4pm

SERCUL’s 10th Anniversary
Celebrations and Open Day
Official proceedings from 1pm

SERCUL

9458 5664 or email
amykrupa@sercul.org.au

Sun 7 July
9am-11am

WWAG Work Morning
Volunteers welcome. Please note, enclosed
foot wear, a hat, long pants, and sunscreen
should be worn whilst on site. Details subject
to change according to funding and weather.
Meeting place: Contact Russell for details

Wilson Wetlands
Action Group

Russell 9258 7301
Email wilsonwetland@
gmail.com

Sun 7 July
4pm-6pm

FoMCL Cockatoo Watch
Friends of Mary
Come along and watch for cockatoos as well
Carroll Lake
as other bird species and the type of tree they
are roosting in. This helps us plan tree species
for our rehabilitation sites.
@ Eudoria St car park, Gosnells

CREEC - Canning
River Eco
Education Centre

Email creec@canning.
wa.gov.au or phone
9461 7160

Unice 9398 7126

Please refer to the SERCUL website calendar for a more up to date listing of current events and more contact details:
www.sercul.org.au/events.html
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SERCUL Executive Committee:
CEO - Julie Robert
Chairperson - Pat Hart
Deputy Chair - Marc Lane
Treasurer - Cam Clay
Secretary - Yvonne Ward
Executive Member - Brian Aldrich

Contact us at:
69 Horley Road,
Beckenham WA 6107
Phone: 9458 5664
Fax: 9458 5661
www.sercul.org.au

Please see our website for all other staff details.
www.sercul.org.au/staff.html

If undeliverable, please return to:
SERCUL
69 Horley Road
Beckenham WA 6107

The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare
wishes to thank our main sponsors.

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

This newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper.
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