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SERCUL’s New Executive Member
SERCUL are excited to announce that Geoff
Pettifer has joined our Executive Committee.
Geoff is a Consultant with over 45 years
varied experience in Government and the
private sector in international development
assistance, environmental management,
water resources, irrigation, flood, remote
sensing, image processing, GIS and database
projects and extensive groundwater, salinity
and infrastructure program management
experience. He has specialised experience
in the practical application of geophysics
to environmental, groundwater, geotechnical, salinity, soil mapping,
mining, borehole logging and condition assessment, and resource
assessment projects. Geoff has worked for eight years in international
development projects in PNG, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Malaysia, China,
Philippines, Middle East, Africa and Russia.
Since coming to Perth in 2011 Geoff has worked in sustainable mining and
water and environmental support services consulting in WA with GHD
Environment Group. His passions are community and the environment
and their nurture and sustainability and hopes to apply these interests in
assisting the governance, sustainability and growth of SERCUL.

Welcome to our
Latest Newsletter
If you have any comments on
the newsletter or would like to be
included on our distribution list
please call us on 9458 5664.

Electronic
Newsletter
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
At SERCUL, we are working to
reduce the amount of paper
used. If you can help by receiving
this
newsletter
electronically,
please email your name to
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘SERCUL Electronic
Newsletter’.
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Geoff has training in community engagement and Not for Profit Board
Management and has varying experiences in community involvement
including four years serving on catchment management community
committees in West Gippsland CMA in Victoria and in Landcare groups,
one year as Chair of the Centre for Rural Communities in Gippsland,
eight years with Rotary, three years as a lay counsellor in a community
centre and two years working with the Congolese refugee community.
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SERCUL Volunteer Treasurer Wanted
With the sudden passing of Mr Cam Clay, SERCUL
has a vacancy on their management committee for
a Treasurer. The physical work of SERCUL’s finances
is undertaken by our Financial Officer/s under the
guidance of the CEO.
The role of Treasurer is to keep a watchful eye on
SERCUL’s financial position and to offer advice to
and report to SERCUL meetings.
This position is an executive role and would require
attendance once a month at the Executive
Committee meetings (2-3 hours) and at SERCUL’s
main quarterly committee meetings (3 hours) and

at the Annual General Meeting in October (2 hours).
We are seeking a community member that
lives within SERCUL’s region who is interested in
volunteering and has had financial management
experience.
SERCUL is a great organisation to belong to and
you can be assured you would find this role very
rewarding, professional and fulfilling.
Please contact SERCUL CEO Julie Robert for any
further information on 9458 5664 or julierobert@
sercul.org.au.

From the Chair
Two State Ministers visit SERCUL
and meet community members
SERCUL had the pleasure of the attendance of
the Minister for Agriculture and Food Ken Baston
at two of our sites near the Kent Street Weir in
late January where he was able to discuss and
view two projects; one addressing the impact
of exotic water weeds and the other a fire
restoration bushland site.
In February we had the pleasure of the
Environment and Heritage Minister Albert Jacob
visit SERCUL for morning tea at our office. The
Minister met the SERCUL staff and discussed their
projects and was then introduced to 30 members
of local community environment groups that
work in the south region.

Minister for Agriculture and Food Ken Baston with
Russell Gorton (WWAG) and Matt Grimbly (SERCUL)

From the Chair
A very special welcome to new member Geoff Pettifer who
has joined us on our executive team. Geoff’s past experiences
particularly his involvement with CMA in Victoria will be
invaluable to SERCUL as we face the real issues of future funding
and adapt to the challenges it brings. Exploring business
opportunities and seeking partners to achieve the objectives
of SERCUL is a continuing exercise that brings with it a leap of
faith that all of us that care and work towards improving and
managing our natural environment believe in. Our outcomes
speak for this.
As stated above funds required to repair and manage our
natural environment have always been a challenge but the
coming years look even more so. With the State and Federal
governments both flagging severe cuts and knowing how far
down the chain the environment sits on their priority lists we are
not very confident of reasonable outcomes. Commonwealth
funded projects end on 30 June 2014 and with only three
months to go they have not yet rolled out what method they
will be using for the new program, although we have been
advised it will this time be under the banner of Landcare. The
State Government’s budget is to come down in May and we
are hoping that they will come up with reasonable NRM funding
given that community have clearly shown that for every $1 the
State invests we add a minimum of $4 – a real triple bottom line
benefit something that is not replicated in other areas.
In the meantime the outstanding staff of SERCUL under the strong
leadership of Julie Robert continue to use their commitment
and many talents in achieving high quality outcomes. A great
Team that we as community appreciate and are very proud of.
Pat Hart
Chairperson

Environment and Heritage Minister Albert Jacob
meeting community members

IS LOTTERYWEST TO BE SOLD OFF?
There is real concern that Lotterywest may be sold
off to help with the State Government’s Budget crisis.
There has been talk about this occurring for quite a
while now with a half page article early in March in
The West Australian pointing to this possibility.
According to that article the Premier has said that
it will not happen this term, but with a new Treasurer
who according to the press is a supporter of
privatisation this could easily be on the cards.
The role Lotterywest has had for many small and
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large organisations over the years covering all facets
of our communities is nothing short of outstanding.
They have had an extraordinary positive impact on
communities throughout Western Australia for many
years. They are integral to our overall wellbeing
enabling many organisations in their endeavours to
be caring and supportive communities in all aspects.
I urge you all to talk to your local politician and seek
their support in ensuring Lotterywest is not sold off.
Pat Hart

SERCUL Happenings
Beckenham Open Space &
Memorial Groves
Weeding works and maintenance were the main tasks
at the Beckenham Open Space (BOS) over summer. The
extended rains provided weeds with the opportunity to
germinate and grow for a long season. Problem weeds
were patterson’s curse, couch, lupins, and other grass
and broadleaf weeds. Our thanks to Bowra and O’Dea,
Men of the Trees and the West Australian Planning
Commission for their ongoing support.
SERCUL was very fortunate in gaining several grants to
do restoration works at the Beckenham Open Space
and the Yule Brook. These works will involve weeding,
planting with native species and the follow up
maintenance of these sites. These grants will also allow
us to provide more education opportunities and the
installation of educational signage through the area.
Thank you to the Australian Government’s Community
Environment Grant, and also to SALP for the opportunity
to achieve these goals.

Yule Brook Wetland, photo by Tracy Evans

Permaculture Garden
After a fairly hot summer, the garden has continued to
thrive with the help of Inclusions WA. Their dedication
to watering, weeding, feeding and mulching has
really helped to keep this garden alive and healthy.
Some of the excellent produce has included tomatoes
and pumpkin. Many herbs are well established and
continue to provide an extra flavour to home cooking,
yum! So a huge thank you to everyone involved, it is
such a pleasure to see the garden grow! Also thank
you to the many anonymous donors who have helped
over the year with the purchasing of seeds, seedlings
and soils.

Yule Brook Homestead
With the completion of the dividing wall to the
permaculture garden and native grass lawn, the
gardens are more established now and give the
homestead a lovely ambience. Plans are afoot to
restore certain aspects of the Yule Brook Homestead
that are requiring attention.

3

SERCUL Projects
How can you help to control mosquitoes
around the home?
SERCUL Ecologist, Rose Weerasinghe, has developed a checklist of
actions you can implement to prevent mosquito breeding.
Tick the box when you have completed the action.

□ Dispose of all waste water in such a way that no ponding occurs.
□ Dispose of all tins, jars, tyres and other rubbish items that may

Updated Bird Brochures
SERCUL in collaboration with BirdLife WA
and the Canning River Eco Education
Centre have revised and reprinted two
bird brochures for the Canning River Waterbirds and Bush Birds. Hard copies
are available from SERCUL or download
them from the SERCUL wesbite.

hold water.

□ Check your house and yard to see if there is any water lying around.
□ Keep fish ponds and ornamental ponds stocked with native fish.
Create it so that it is attractive to dragonflies and frogs.

□ Put sand around the bases of pot plants to absorb water in each dish.
□ Try to avoid using self-watering pot plants as they are ideal for
mosquito breeding.

□ Reduce the number of Bromeliad plants in your yard as they
collect water and have the potential to breed mosquitoes.

□ Keep grassy areas mowed and remove/maintain weeds as they
provide good mosquito habitat.

□ Promote natural breezes to discourage mosquito occurrence.
□ Keep swimming pools chlorinated. If your pool is to be neglected

for a period of time for any reason, you could stock the pool with
native fish.

□ Check for and drain pooling that may occur on top of pool covers.
□ Ensure water does not collect in tarpaulins.
□ Clean drain sumps and ensure water drains well.
□ Trim tree branches to prevent leaves and debris from blocking
roof gutters.

□ Keep roof gutters in good repair and regularly remove leaves and
debris so that pools do not form, especially in depressed sections.

□ Fit screens on all windows and openings of your house.
□ Screen all openings to tanks or other large water containers with
1 mm wire mesh.

□ Empty bird baths and pets’ drinking water at least once a week.
□ Boats, canoes and dinghies should be overturned or have the
drain plug removed so that they do not hold water after rain.

□ Drill holes in tyres used for swings and garden surrounds to allow
water to drain from them.

□

Store children’s toys under cover as they can collect water

which breeds mosquitoes.
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Freshwater Fauna Teacher
Guides
SERCUL’s brand new resource, A
Teacher’s Guide to Freshwater Fishes,
Crayfishes & Mussels of South-Western
Australia was officially launched at a
free River Guardians School Education
Program
Teacher
Workshop
on
Wednesday 26 March 2014.
This fantastic new resource is packed full
of information and activities to enable
students to develop an understanding
of the importance of our native fish and
other fauna and the problems they face
in our waterways.
Visit the SERCUL website to purchase a
copy or download for free.

Catchment Groups
Armadale Gosnells landcare Group
The Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group (AGLG) said
farewell to Jo Garvey at the end of 2013 and wish her
well in her new role with the Peel-Harvey Catchment
Council Rivers 2 Ramsar project.
Shane Hunter will be joining AGLG as the new Community
Landcare Officer in early April. Shane comes to us from
Kings Park and we look forward to having him on board.

The first Heavenly Hectares workshop is being held
on the 15th of May in the Maddington Lesser Hall.
This free evening session promises to be informative
and entertaining for small property holders, for more
information visit The Forever Project website
http://theforeverproject.com.au/our-events.aspx

In 2014 AGLG will be holding two Heavenly Hectares
workshops and a Property Planning course for small land
holders in partnership with The Forever Project.

Bannister Creek Catchment Group
SERCUL and the Bannister Creek Catchment Group are
thrilled to be acknowledged on Lynwood Senior High
Schools new signage. Both groups have been working
with the school for over 10 years using the Bannister
Creek as a tool to educate their students.

Soft drink containers and food wrappings were a
significant find as usual. Illegal dumping of garden waste
and construction waste continues to be a problem at
the Creek and can be attributed to the NIMBY (not in my
backyard) attitude of some people.

Amazon Frogbit Outbreak
There has been a major outbreak of Amazon Frogbit
(Limnobium laevigatum) in Bannister Creek. If you see this
floating weed in our waterways, which people grow in
backyard ponds, please let us know as soon as possible.
Further information about this threat to our waterways
can be found on the SERCUL website.

Clean Up Australia Day
56 Intensive English Centre (IEC) students and six teachers
were involved in Clean Up Australia Day at Bannister
Creek this year.

LSHS students pulling out a tyre from Bannister Creek

Left: Amazon Frogbit found in Bannister Creek, Right bottom: Brett from SERCUL netting the creek to catch the plant
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Community News
Monitoring MicroBats

Turtle tagging in Melville

The Bungendore Park Group recently undertook
their fifth catch and release monitoring of micro bat
species and were fortunate to trap eight micro bats,
their best effort so far. Echo-location sonograms and
trapping have given them a very good picture of the
nine species of micro bats inhabiting Bungendore
Park.

SERCUL are involved in a turtle tagging project at a lake
in Melville. The lake had a severe Salvinia outbreak and
Eastern States catfish were also causing issues. Long
neck turtles were known to inhabit the lake and 43
were removed and housed by UWA while the Salvinia
and catfish were controlled and then were released
back into the lake. The turtles have been tagged with
microchips, provided by SERCUL. If one of these turtles
comes into the care of a vet or wildlife carer they can
be scanned and data collected on their movements.

All Bungendore bats are insectivorous whose diet
includes mosquitoes, moths, flies, beetles, bugs and
crickets. Bats can easily consume half their body
weight in one night so can play a very important role
in assisting with pests including fruit fly. These micro
bats can play a really important role in our everyday
life but their future is being impacted on by clearing,
European honey bees and numerous others factors.
There are numerous groups and individuals who
are playing an important role in encouraging these
delightful native animals back into our bushland. I
would encourage anyone who may be looking for
an area or topic of natural environment to become
involved with to consider exploring opportunities with
micro bats.
A really great pamphlet, ‘Bats of Bungendore Park’,
with great written information and outstanding
drawings of these various species is available from
SERCUL.

Long neck Turtle and scanning the chip

Left: Recording details, Top and middle: Lesser Long-eared Bat (Nyctophilus geoffroyi), Right bottom: Southern Forest Bat (Vespadelus regulus)
Photos by Kim Sarti

6

Upcoming Events
Date & Time

Event

Group

Contact

Thurs 10th April Sat 10th May

Bye-bye birdies:
Help us farewell the shorebirds
BirdLife Australia is celebrating the departure
of Australia’s migratory shorebirds with an
exciting new nationwide event focusing on
the fascinating lives of some of the 35 species
of birds who fly from one side of the world
to the other, year after year, to breed and
feed. With weekly webcasts updating you on
the shorebirds’ progress as they begin their
travels, as well as an interactive website, and
events and activities run by our branches,
observatories and reserves.

BirdLife Australia

farewellshorebirds.org.au

April - School
holidays

Get Wild About Wetlands
The Cockburn Wetlands Education Centre are
holding a series of workshops for kids over the
school holidays.

Cockburn
Wetlands
Education Centre

9411 3444
customer@cockburn.
wa.gov.au
www.cockburn.wa.gov.au/
environment

Tues 15th April
8.30am - 3.15pm

Coast Restoration Workshop
This free workshop is presented by Dave Bright
(Regen4 Environmental Services) who has over
twenty years experience as an Environmental
Consultant with extensive expertise in the field
of Bushland Management and in particular,
coastal dune systems.
@The Tuckey Room - City of Mandurah Offices,
Mandurah Terrace, Mandurah

South West
Catchments
Council

Chris 9780 6172

Thurs 8th May

SERCUL Meeting
Hosted by the City of Belmont.
@ Civic Centre - 215 Wright St, Cloverdale

Soth East Regional
Centre for Urban
Landcare

SERCUL 9458 5664

Friends of Brixton
Street Wetlands

Regina 9459 2964
Trevor 0407 544 679

Sat 24th - Sun 25th FoBSW Fundraising Garage Sale
May - All day
The Friends of Brixton Street Wetlands will be
holding a fundraising garage sale in aid of
the Black Cockatoo Preservation Society of
Australia. Suitable donations will be gratefully
accepted (can pick up if required).
Location TBA

Please refer to the SERCUL website calendar for a more up-to-date listing of current events and more contact details:
www.sercul.org.au/events.html

new sercul staff member - paula kalinowski
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SERCUL,
along
with
program
partners
the
Australian
Association
for
Environmental
Education
WA
Chapter,
are
thrilled
to
introduce
Paula
Kalinowski
who
is
the
Little
Green
Steps
Program
Manager.
Paula’s primary purpose is to promote education for sustainability
practices in the early years’ sector including childcare centres,
playgroups, kindergartens and preschool to year 3. This
program is funded by Lotterywest and Paula is also supported
by the City of Cockburn and is based at the Coolbellup Hub.
To find out more about the Little Green Steps program go to
www.aaeewa.org.au/littlegreensteps.html or email Paula at
lgs@aaeewa.org.au.
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SERCUL Executive Committee:
CEO – Julie Robert
Chairperson – Pat Hart
Deputy Chair – Marc Lane
Treasurer – Position vacant
Secretary – Yvonne Ward
Executive Member – Brian Aldrich
Executive Member – Geoff Pettifer

Contact us at:
69 Horley Road,
Beckenham WA 6107
Phone: 9458 5664
Fax: 9458 5661
www.sercul.org.au

Please see our website for all other staff details.
www.sercul.org.au/staff.html

If undeliverable, please return to:
SERCUL
69 Horley Road
Beckenham WA 6107
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The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare
wishes to thank our main sponsors.

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

This newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper.

