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Bannister Creek—finalist in Australia’s largest
environmental prize and now a finalist in
Australia’s Water Association awards – WA

Welcome to our
Latest Newsletter
If you have any comments on
the newsletter or would like to be
included on our distribution list
please call us on 9458 5664.

Electronic
Newsletter
Bannister Creek, a heavily urbanised drain in Lynwood has been turned
into a thriving creek over an 18-year period. In August, it was announced
as one of four finalists in the 2014 Australian Riverprize. Other finalists
selected were Margaret River (WA), Lake Eyre Basin (QLD, NT, NSW and
SA) and Boorowa River (NSW).
The International River Foundation announced the winner at the Riverprize
Gala Dinner during the 17th International Riversymposium in Canberra in
September. The winner of the award was the Lake Eyre Basin.
Recently, the Bannister Creek Living Streams project was also announced
as a finalist for an AWA WA Branch WSUD Award. Mrs Julie Robert, CEO
of SERCUL said, ‘This is a wonderful acknowledgement of the work and
investment in community partnerships. This project is a great example of
how engaging with the community and creating effective partnerships
between the SERCUL, the Bannister Creek Catchment Group, City of
Canning, Swan River Trust, Water Corporation, Department of Water and
many others can deliver real-world outcomes.’
‘Some of the key achievements are: the planting of 750 000 plants; more
than 35 000 volunteer hours undertaken; restoration of 19 ha and 4 km of
densely weed-infested paperback waterway and floodplains; and the
creation of 10.5 ha of upstream wetlands and waterways. To compliment
these onground activities, catchment-wide education programs are in
place. Collectively, all the integrated catchment activities have resulted
in a 44% reduction in Nitrogen and a 50% reduction in Phosphorus flowing
into the Canning River. Plant diversity has increased by up to 70%.’

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
At SERCUL, we are working to
reduce the amount of paper
used. If you can help by receiving
this
newsletter
electronically,
please email your name to
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘SERCUL Electronic
Newsletter’.
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Mosquito Control Association of Australia conference
SERCUL attended the 11th Mosquito Control Association of Australia (MCAA) Conference held in Mandurah,
Western Australia from 8 – 10 September 2014. This is the first time that the MCAA has taken the conference to the
west coast. The theme of the conference was ‘Bringing good science to strategic programs’.
It was a good opportunity to meet presenters from around Australia and four presenters from the US. One of the
many interesting presentations was from the director of Volusia County, Florida. He explained how they control
mosquitoes under an ‘Integrated Pest Management Program’. This undertaking is in partnership with other local
agencies (Water Co-operation, Dept. of Zoo, Dept. of National Parks Fish and Wildlife and Nature Conservancy).
Some of the highlighted programs include: ongoing monitoring and surveillance, drainage maintenance including
cleaning and restoration, ongoing marsh restoration efforts, frequent educational campaigns and rotational
insecticide use. A significant objective toward their long-term mosquito management was the ecological
restoration of marsh areas which has resulted in a significant reduction of mosquito breeding habitats.

From the Chair
Attending the Australian Landcare Conference in
Melbourne during September in a meeting of the Australian
Landcare Network was a very interesting experience. It
was great to meet landcarers from locations throughout
Australia and to listen to the amazing work they are doing
and the challenges they face. Rural landcarers are facing
the challenge of finding a fine balance of making a living
off their property, while rainfall declines as a result of
climate change, with the time and finances required to
undertake real landcare.
Years ago, when I started my journey with the natural
environment through the Swan-Avon project we had a
great relationship with our rural counterparts. Over the
years this has faded but I am hoping through the formation
of the WA Landcare Network we can connect the link
again to share ideas and experiences and give our rural
neighbours much needed support.
It was interesting to see the variation in financial support
given by the various States with Victoria leading the
way—funding 68 landcare officers throughout the State.
Many medium-to-large organisations Australia wide are
looking to incorporate business components into their
organisations to fund their management and support
community groups.

Recap of 2013 — 2014
The year of 2013 – 14 has seen a major shift in the
SERCUL landcare services delivery model. We
have gone from a predominantly community
and NRM grant-driven program into a primarily
environmental service delivery program that
(hopefully in the future) will provide essential support
to the community landcare and environmental
community development program.
This shift is necessary to improve and secure the
long-term sustainability of SERCUL so the business of
the organisation is not totally reliant on investment
by Government in NRM, landcare or haphazard
political decision making where the care of our
environment is not considered or understood.
SERCUL have managed to invest $3 678 364 in
environmental restoration, education, training and
stimulating environmental community capacity.
I thank the community volunteers, including our
dedicated SERCUL committee, who have helped
SERCUL throughout the year by donating their time
and energy to protect our land and rivers.

As we are aware, nearly all grants both State and National
only give very minimal funds to manage projects, a topic
that is of concern Australia wide and voiced at most
meetings and presentations.
To that extent the business side of SERCUL has commenced
and the framework for the way forward is being worked
through at this time. Given the dire straits of State
Governments funds and with the amalgamation of the
Swan River Trust into Department Parks and Wildlife, we
believe this is the only way SERCUL will be able to continue
to support community groups and to carry out its objectives
into the future.
It is extremely challenging to see the natural environment
have such a low profile and real commitment from the
State Government but that is how it is, and as usual the
community and all those that care will rise to this challenge.
A saying by Virginia Satir sums it up ‘Life is not the way it’s
supposed to be. It’s the way it is. The way you cope with it
is what makes the difference.’

Pat Hart
Chairperson
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Little Green Steps WA
You may have noticed a lot of schools, centres, businesses and organisations are
all striving to become more ‘sustainable’. But what does that really mean? How
do you truly become more sustainable? More importantly, how do you effectively
teach and engage children in this topic? Is it possible with really young children,
or even babies?
There has been a lot of research on the importance of implementing sustainable
practices not only in primary and high school programming, but in the early years.
It is now a requirement in the National Quality Standards (NQS), the Early Years
Learning Framework (EYLF) and the Australian Curriculum to incorporate and
embed sustainability into daily programming and practices.
Little Green Steps WA (LGS WA) is a not-for-profit program run by the Australian Association for Environmental
Education WA (AAEEWA). This program supports Education for Sustainability (EfS) in the early years learning sector.
This includes childcare centres, family day care, primary schools, preschools, kindergartens, after school care and
long daycare services for children aged 0 – 8 years.
LGS WA provides professional development,
resources, newsletters, ideas and networking
opportunities to anyone that would like to improve
their understanding of sustainability and link
these practices with EYLF and the NQS. LGS WA is
supported through SERCUL and works with many
other programs offered in Western Australia such as
AuSSI-WA and Waste Wise. By working with various
organisations and Local Governments we create
a hub of information for EfS in early childhood. This
makes it easier for educators, managers, directors or
those with an interest in sustainability to find answers
in regards to sustainability and how we can support
our children grow and
develop in a way that
sets them up for a strong,
healthy future. As the
educators in their lives,
it is important to not only
teach our children about
the
important
issues
around
sustainability,
but to understand them
ourselves. Setting our
children up with the right
tools and values for a
sustainable future is integral for not only their health
and wellbeing, but that of our country, and the
planet we all share.
For more information or to become a member visit:

www.littlegreenstepswa.org.au

PERTH REGION NRM SEDIMENT
TASK FORCE
The SERCUL, represented by Pat Hart, is participating
in the PRNRM Sediment Taskforce.
Sedimentation of our waterways has been a key
issue for many years with numerous workshops and
projects initiated to address this critical topic with no
real progress achieved. However, with the strategic
membership of the current taskforce we are confident
that we will see a break through. The Taskforce includes
the Swan River Trust, Department of Water, Water
Corporation, Main Roads, Department of Housing,
WALGA, Housing Industry Association, Master Builders
Association, Urban Development Industry of Australia,
the Cities of Armadale and Gosnells and SERCUL.
Our key focus at this time is sediment moving off
building sites. At each meeting the agencies or
organisations have been presenting how they manage
sediment. It has been a very interesting exercise with
much learning and awareness taking place. We have
just had our fourth meeting and it has been agreed to
extend the taskforce meetings into 2015.
Having these key stakeholders around the table with
willingness to all be involved, is the key to achieving
good outcomes. Thanks must go to Belinda O’Brien
from Perth Region NRM for facilitating and chairing
these meetings.
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SERCUL Projects
Canoeing on the Canning
Canoeing on the Canning celebrated its 10th
anniversary this year! This professional learning day has
been presented on more than 40 occasions over the
10-year period. Participants were treated to a picture
perfect day to canoe from Riverton Bridge to CREEC,
experience Noongar culture with Leonard Thorn,
observe aquatic macroinvertebrates with the River
Guardians, walk through the Canning River Regional
Park with Hayley Bullimore and of course, enjoy great
food, company and birthday cake with like-minded
peers before heading back along the river to Riverton
Bridge. Knowledge was shared, connections made
and great day was had by all.

SERCUL Homestead restoration
SERCUL is located in Beckenham at the historic
Yule Brook Homestead which was constructed in
1906. The homestead is listed under the National
Heritage Trust and the State Heritage Municipal
list and is a rare and representative example
of Victorian Regency style homesteads of the
day.

Horley Road widening
The widening of Horley Road is a project being undertaken
by the City of Gosnells. Part of the planned use for the area
is to include a volunteer fire brigade in the paddock behind
the shed. The intent of widening Horley Road is to upgrade
the road to enable access to the fire station by the large fire
trucks. The widening of the road has been completed and
lighting for the road has been installed. There are bollards
and two gates which limit access to the great Beckenham
Open Space.
Now that the road widening has been completed, access
for the development of the fire station is ready. The timing
for this development has not been provided as yet so watch
this space.
For further information regarding this development please
contact the City of Gosnells.
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SERCUL has been successful in receiving a
Lotterywest grant to renovate the rendered
surfaces of the homestead chimneys and
repair the chimney flashings to stop leaking on
to the ornate homestead ceilings. The work is
expected to commence in November 2014
and be completed prior to winter.
This project will be the first of many restoration
projects on the old homestead that will continue
over the coming years. This is to ensure the
safety of staff and volunteers working in and
around the house and ensure its heritage is
preserved for the future.

Catchment Groups
Armadale Gosnells landcare Group
In the 2013 – 2014 financial year, AGLG extended
their caretaker role from 17 permanent sites
to 23 sites within the City of Gosnells and the
City of Armadale. This was to reflect the extra
financial contributions for personnel received
from both Councils. Over the past year, AGLG
worked across their project sites with their 26
friends groups, numerous schools and other
members of the community. A total of 29
planting days were held. AGLG also hosted
and were present at five community workshops
and events, including the Minnawarra Festival
and the Kelmscott Show.
A key achievement for AGLG in the past year
was the completion of the Scott Road Fire
Recovery Project. The Australian Government
through the Caring for Our Country Program
(CFoC) allocated $50 000 to the project to
restore and revegetate an area affected by
the Kelmscott bush fires in February 2011. The
Friends of Scott Road and AGLG have been
working together closely to implement the fire
recovery project for Canning River Reserve 232
and Scott Reserve over the last four years. The
project, through its weed control, rabbit control,
revegetation, erosion control and community
education workshops has removed two Weeds

of National Significance (WoNS), improved
the biodiversity of the natural area, created a
wildlife corridor, improved the water quality of
the Canning River, stabilised the banks of the
Canning River and promoted environmental
values to the Scott Road landholders. Even
though the main works have been completed
on this project, AGLG continues to undertake
regular site inspections to monitor native plant
establishment and weed introductions.
Over the 2013 – 14 year, a total of 35 470 plants
were installed by 2065 volunteers eualling 2979
volunteer hours.

Bannister Creek Catchment Group
Bushcare’s Major Day Out 2014
The Bannister Creek Catchment Group and the City of
Canning co-hosted Bushcare’s Major Day Out at the Adenia
Bridge section of Bannister Creek on September 4th.
The event saw more than 25 community people attend to
help us install approximately 1400 sedges in this section of the
creek, where there has been a major weed removal focus
targeting weeds such as Blackberry and invasive grasses.
The installation of sedges will assist in reducing the
further colonisation of weed species; reduce erosion and
sedimentation of the creekline; reduce nutrient levels entering
the water way; and will provide habitat for our native fauna.
The BCCG would like to thank everyone who attended the
event with a special thanks to the City of Canning for their
ongoing support.
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Community News
Community science EXPO
EPA recommends protecting
natural bushland
The Environmental Protection Authority has
recommended protecting high value natural
bushland, declaring the City of Armadale’s bid
to build a road through it as environmentally
unacceptable.
Following a rigorous and thorough environmental
impact assessment of the Keane Road Strategic
Link, which would cut through a large Bush
Forever site, the EPA concluded it could not
recommend approval.
EPA Chairman Dr Paul Vogel said the proposal
had been scrutinised throughout the Public
Environmental Review, which is the highest level
of assessment undertaken by the EPA.
‘The EPA carefully examined the Keane Road
Strategic Link proposal and despite the City of
Armadale’s proposed avoidance, minimisation
and mitigation measures, the EPA concluded
it could not recommend approval because
the road would fragment a highly biologically
diverse bushland, impacting on locally and
regionally significant environmental values,’ Dr
Vogel said.
‘Cutting through the largely intact natural
bushland would impact on the ecological
integrity of the reserve through the fragmentation
of vegetation communities and the restriction
of movement of fauna. The construction of the
road would result in changes in hydrological
processes to the point where the range and
diversity of the microhabitats of the damplands
are significantly impacted over time.’
The Minister for Environment will make the final
decision. If the Minister decides to allow the
proposal, the EPA recommends the Minister
consult the EPA on what conditions and
procedures the proposal should be subject to.
EPA Report 1518 is available at:
www.epa.wa.gov.au
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A T UCH of Science
On Sunday, August 17 more than 3000 people
experienced science at its best at the Canning River
Eco Education Centre (CREEC). Visitors to the Expo
were treated to guest speakers, hands-on activities,
animal
encounters,
Scitech
shows,
drumming workshops
and Aboriginal cultural
activities. There were
plenty of interactive
displays encouraging
‘touch’, kids activities,
free native plants and
plenty of other great Lyn Russell, CEO City of Canning with
Remi Godfrey and her winning logo
giveaways.
The Community Expo was organised by the Australian
Association for Environmental Education WA Chapter,
CREEC, City of Canning and SERCUL. A huge thanks
must also go to the wonderful major sponsors, who
this year included: Swan River Trust; Waste Authority;
City of Canning; National Science Week Committee
(Inspiring Australia); and Great Gardens.
Entries in the Youth Competition were almost double
the previous year with 790 entries from 29 schools.

DID YOU KNOW?
DNA analysis techniques has revealed that
not only did many Australian bird families not
have their origins in the north but some of the
world’s major bird groups—including parrots,
pigeons and passerines actually evolved in
Australia and radiated outwards in successive
waves of emigration.

Upcoming Events
Date & Time

Event

Group

Contact

Fri 28 Nov
7 pm – 9.30 pm

Night Stalk at Mary Carroll Park
Join naturalist Marc Lane for sights and sounds
of a wetland at night. Watch birds go to bed,
catch a glimpse of black cockatoos and bats,
look out for the diamond eyes of spiders and
listen for a chorus of frogs. Gold coin donation.
@ Meet at Eudoria Street car park, Gosnells

City of Gosnells

City of Gosnells
Bookings are essential on
9397 3111

Thurs 4 Dec
8 am – 5 pm

2014 State Biosecurity Forum
The Department of Agriculture and Food,
Western Australia, in association with the
Western Australian Biosecurity Council, will be
hosting the second State Biosecurity Forum. This
forum will provide an opportunity to hear from
leading experts in biosecurity and to discuss
some of the solutions to pressing biosecurity
issues facing industry and communities.
@ Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle

Department of
Agriculture and
Food

www.agric.wa.gov.
au/events/2014-statebiosecurity-forum
A registration form,
program and flyer are
available to download from
website.
Registrations close 26
November 2014.

Wed 7 Dec
7.30 pm

CRRPV Meeting
@ CREEC – Kent Street, Wilson

Canning River
Regional Park
Volunteers

Jo Stone 9458 3669

Sun 14 Dec
8 am – 10 am

WWAG Work Morning
We generally work for two hours and then stop
for a cuppa. Please wear enclosed footwear, a
hat, long pants and sunscreen. Site TBA please
contact Russell for details.

Wilson Wetlands
Action Group

Russell 9258 7301

Sun 14 Dec
9 am – 12 noon

Rolybushcare Field Day
We will be treating the trees to protect
them against dieback disease. Everyone
welcome. Important Note: Please check the
Roleybushcare website at 8 am on the morning
of the field day for any cancellation notice.
@ Jarrah Road Bushland

Rolybushcare

www.roleybushcare.com.au

Sat 20 Dec
9 am – 11.30 am

FoBSW Activity Morning
New members and all members of the public
welcome. Please wear suitable footwear.
Morning tea provided.
@ Meet at Alton Street, Kenwick

Friends of Brixton
Street Wetlands

Regina 9459 2964

Please refer to the SERCUL website calendar for a more up-to-date listing of current
events and more contact details: www.sercul.org.au/events.html

Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2015
Catchments, Corridors and Coasts (CCC) is a practical program, which
focuses on learning through experience and skill development, while also
reflecting the synergies between the environmental education practitioners
in WA. CCC provides a ‘snapshot’ of environmental education in WA from
its enormous catchments through its narrowing corridors to the beautiful
coast. It is proudly presented annually by the Australian Association for
Environmental Education WA Chapter.

14 –
Janu 16
ar
2015 y

Please refer to the brochure enclosed with this newsletter for the registration
form or go to www.aaeewa.org.au
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SERCUL Executive Committee:
CEO – Julie Robert
Chairperson – Pat Hart
Deputy Chair – Marc Lane
Treasurer – Max Houghton
Secretary – Clair Caldieri
Executive Member – Vacant
Executive Member – Geoff Pettifer

Contact us at:
69 Horley Road,
Beckenham WA 6107
Phone: 9458 5664
Fax: 9458 5661
www.sercul.org.au

Please see our website for all other staff details.
www.sercul.org.au/staff.html

If undeliverable, please return to:
SERCUL
69 Horley Road
Beckenham WA 6107
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The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare
wishes to thank our main sponsors.

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

This newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper.

