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Welcome to our Latest
Newsletter
If you have any comments on
the newsletter or would like to be
included on our distribution list
please call us on 9458 5664.

This was the 10th anniversary of the awards, making it a very special
event. The awards highlight and acknowledge the good work done
by a broad range of Western Australians to conserve and protect our
remarkable natural systems.
This year, SERCUL was nominated in two categories:
Rivers, Estuaries and Wetland Award which is awarded to an individual, group
or organisation for outstanding achievement in the protection, sustainable
use or enhancement of our river, estuarine and wetland environments.
This award went to Regina Drummond for 23 years of conservation work
especially at Brixton Street Wetlands in Kenwick–congratulations Regina!
Community Achievement–Metropolitan Award which is awarded to an
individual or group for leadership, commitment and excellence in the
protection and/or conservation of the Western Australian metropolitan
environment. This category includes projects that support environmental
care through biodiversity conservation, waste minimisation and recycling,
environmental education and sustainability. This award was won by
SERCUL. This is an acknowledgement of the great team working at
SERCUL and their dedication and passion towards the Western Australian
environment since 2003.

Electronic Newsletter
We are trying to cut down on the
amount of paper we use. Please
advise us if you prefer to receive
this newsletter electronically.
Email
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
to be included in the distribution
group.
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Did You Know?
The Canning River was named by
Captain James Stirling in March
1827 after George Canning (17701827), an eminent British statesman
who was Prime Minister of Great
Britain at that time.

From the Chair
SERCUL has been identified by the CEO of Landcare Australia as
the largest community Landcare organisation in Australia. SERCUL
clearly demonstrates what can be achieved not only on ground but
at a much higher level when you have awareness and commitment
by many local community groups, local government, government
agencies and outstanding totally environmentally committed staff.
When all of these players then acknowledge the critical importance
of working together as a team the results being achieved through
SERCUL speak for themselves.
The many and varied projects all SERCUL staff are undertaking at
this time is outstanding and they deserve all the accolades possible.
Pat Hart, Chairperson

Canning River near the Canning Dam

The Canning River is 110 kilometres
long flowing from the Darling Range
about 10km north-east of North
Bannister.
The Canning River first started
supplying water to Perth in 1924
through a pipe head dam near
Araluen - 6km down from the present
dam.
Now the Canning and Southern
Rivers are 100% dammed with two
major dams - Canning and Wungong
Dams and two minor dams Churchman Dam and Victoria Weir
located on them.
The Canning River’s flow in summer
is managed by the Department of
Water through seven release points,
the first at Araluen Botanic Park the
last under Gosnells Bridge.

Pat recognised for her outstanding
work
Dedicated City of Armadale resident
Pat Hart, won the prestigious Premier’s
Australia Day Active Citizenship Award
along with Gary Smith, Sarah Bennett,
the Armadale Wildflower Society and the
Armadale Kelmscott Lions Club.
Armadale Mayor Henry Zelones presented
the winners with certificates at a special
ceremony hosted by the City as part of its
Australia Day celebrations on Thursday 26
January at Armadale District Hall.

Pat with her award

The 2012 Premier’s Active Citizenship Awards honours
residents who have made an outstanding contribution to their
local community.
Pat Hart won the City of Armadale Environmental Contribution of
the Year - Individual category for her tireless efforts in creating
awareness of environmental issues in the region. Pat has been
a dedicated environmental advocate in her community for more
than 30 years.

SEDIMENT AND EROSION PROJECT
A tour of severe sedimentation sites in the Southern River by SERCUL
to Board members and staff of the Swan River Trust three years ago
has led to a two year project. The project is funded by the Swan River
Trust in partnership with the Cities of Armadale and Gosnells with
SERCUL sitting on the management team. The aim is to investigate
opportunities to gain compliance with sedimentation issues and
best opportunities to educate all stakeholders in best practices.

Canning River at Riverton Bridge
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A brochure, ‘Sand Drift and Waste Management – a housing construction
industry guide’, has been produced and will be distributed in identified
development sites to assist in measuring the changes in behaviour when
stakeholders are given best practice knowledge and guidelines.

SERCUL Happen
ings

Catchments, corridors and
coasts 2012
Snorkeling in the ocean, walking in the bush, getting up close and
personal with native fauna – these are just some of the activities that 23
participants experienced in the action packed Catchments, Corridors and
Coasts (CCC) Program that ran from the 18th-20th January 2012.
CCC provided a ‘snapshot’ of environmental education in WA from
catchments, through corridors to the coast and was presented by
the Australian Association for Environmental Education (AAEE).
SERCUL helped to organise the program, presented a rivercare session,
provided the support vehicle and hosted a BBQ lunch for the participants
at the Canning River Eco Education Centre.
CCC provided a
rich
experience,
facilitating
the
development
of
networks
with
and
between
practitioners, and
an awareness of
the resources and
support across WA
to help address
core environmental
and sustainability
issues. Participants
learnt
about
environmental issues, what is being done by community groups and
various levels of government, what resources are available and how we
can all work together for a better environment.
It was a practical program, which focused on learning through experience
and skill development, while also reflecting the synergies between the
environmental education practitioners in WA. CCC provided a wealth of
take home resources, which will form a toolkit for participants to use in
their own workplace.
CCC is held in
January
each
year. Please refer
to
www.aaeewa.
org.au for further
information
on
CCC and the many
other events that
AAEE are hosting
in 2012.

Volunteer
Corner
On the 18th February SERCUL held
a volunteer breakfast to celebrate
the outstanding achievements and
to say thank you to the volunteers,
community and friends of groups
associated with SERCUL.
60 volunteers attended and we
thank all for taking the time to join us
on this day and for all their hard work
and commitment to the environment.

Congratulations to Caroline Heutt
from the Wilson Wetlands Action
Group who won a $200 voucher to
APACE in our volunteer raffle.

Caroline Heutt and
SERCUL’s Monica Estrada

Start volunteering today
and feel better
tomorrow!
Don’t hesitate, contact us now!
Monica Estrada
Volunteer Coordinator
SERCUL
9458 5664
monicaestrada@sercul.org.au
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Does habitat
restoration increase
macroinvertebrate
diversity of urban
streams in Perth,
Western Australia.
By Bonita Clark
To assess the effectiveness of stream
restoration in Bannister Creek, in the
metropolitan region of Perth; habitat
diversity and macroinvertebrate
community
parameters
were
compared between the restored
reach, two degraded reaches on
Bannister Creek, degraded reaches
on nearby Bickley Brook, and an
intact reference reach in the Ellis
Brook Valley Reserve in October
2010, August 2011 and September
2011.
The knowledge gained from this
study is intended to guide future
restoration projects to target
habitat features that will provide a
measurable increase in ecological
health as measured through the
macroinvertebrate
community.
Recommendations
for
stream
restoration projects aiming to
increase macroinvertebrate diversity
and stream biological health were
included.
To get a copy of the full report please
contact Ana Terrazas at SERCUL on
94585664 or anaterrazas@sercul.
org.au.

Bonita and Ana from SERCUL Macro
Sampling in Bickley Brook
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UWR Progress
The Urban Waterways Renewal (UWR) Projects are progressing well
with most of the project technical design completed and submitted to
the Swan River Trust, Water Corporation and Department of Water
for approval.
Weed control continues and revegetation has already commenced in
areas that will be unaffected by earthworks.
Construction works are scheduled to begin in late summer. After lots
of rain in December we need to ensure the sites are dry for machinery
access and to prevent sediments flowing downstream or into the river
as a result of earthworks.
The implementation of the UWR projects during the last six months
includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

14 project steering group meetings held;
More than 95000 plants installed;
95 corporate and planting days held
Six pollution (spill, rubbish and fire) events attended;
Seed collection for propagation done at one site;
One community consultation held;
Two catchment tours conducted;
UWR projects have been presented at the State NRM Conference
(August 2011); at the Murdoch University Powershift Conference
(September 2011) and at the Conservation Pavillion at the Perth
Royal Show (October 2011).
Monthly bird surveys at the Bickley Confluence and Eva St. sites;
and bimonthly surveys at Bannister Creek and Wungong River.
Twelve nights terrestrial macroinvertebrate survey done at
Bannister Creek, Bickley Confluence, Eva St. and Wungong sites;
Completion of baseline macroinvertebrates monitoring at
Bannister Creek, Bickley Confluence and Mandarin Rd. sites;
Mussel survey done at Bannister Creek, Bickley Confluence and
Wungong sites.

Earthworks at Bannister Creek and Confluence are scheduled to
commence in February 2012, pending on approvals so keep an eye
on our Facebook page to follow weekly progress.

Mussel Findings in UWR Project Sites
A study was undertaken to assess freshwater mussel populations
within the UWR project sites. This study was undertaken by MW
Klunzinger, SJ Beatty, DL Morgan and AJ Lymbery from the
Centre for Fish & Fisheries Research, Murdoch University and D
Strebel from SERCUL.
A report has been released with findings from the study. The
main findings were that no live freshwater mussels (Westralunio
carteri) were found at any of the sites
with salinity being a major factor in the
mortality of the mussels.
If you are interested in this report
please
contact
SERCUL
on
9458 5664.

Local Community G
roup News

ARMADALE GOSNELLS LANDCARE GROUP
Receives Annual Funding
The Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group (AGLG) has successfully
received significant funding support to continue its bushland management
and renewal efforts in 2012.
AGLG has received over $290,000 for ongoing ground works to assist
with current and future revegetation, native planting and the continual
protection and preservation of the local bushland and reserves.
In 2012 it is planned more than 160,000 native seedlings will be planted
and more than $130,000 will be injected into invasive species control
management. This will be the largest native bushland management
project in AGLG history.
Armadale Mayor Henry Zelones commends the achievements of AGLG
and anticipates the future developments of the program,
“In its thirteen years of operation, the AGLG has planted more than a
million seedlings and revegetated
over 30 sites across the Armadale
– Gosnells area.
“Armadale has greatly benefited
from the continual bushland and
vegetation management and is
reaping the benefits of having such
an extraordinary natural landscape.
“The City proudly supports the
efforts in managing and protecting
our bushlands and reserves,” said
Cr Zelones.
The Cities of Armadale, Gosnells
and AGLG would like to thank the
generous funding bodies for their
support - Caring for Our Country
Program, Swan River Trust, Perth
Region NRM, Alcoa, Department
of Environment and Conservation,
Jean and Uma planting sedges at
SERCUL,
Landcare
Australia,
Mary Carroll Lake
Western
Australian
Planning
Commission, Main Roads WA and
Water Corporation.
For more information please contact
the Armadale Gosnells Landcare
Group on 0413 883 565.

BOOK SALE
Freshwater Fishes,
Crayfishes and Mussels of
South-western Australia

This field guide summarises all that
is currently known about the iconic,
yet often unnoticed species of fish,
crayfish and mussels inhabiting
the fresh waters of south-western
Australia. It offers useful tips on
how to recognise and identify these
animals, as well as information about
their distribution, behaviour, biology,
and the threats they face.
The book is published by the South
East Regional Centre for Urban
Landcare and Murdoch University
and is funded by Lotterywest.
If you would like a copy please
contact:
SERCUL
9458 5664
69 Horley Road, Beckenham
Cost: $10 per copy (incl GST)
plus postage and handling.

Freshwater Fauna DVD’s

Three films on the native freshwater fish,
crayfish and mussels of SW WA have been
produced to accompany the field guide.
The DVD’s will be for sale soon.
Watch this space!
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Feral Scan
Help map feral animal sightings in
your area.

PERMACULTURE GREAT GARDENS
WORKSHOP
During December 2011 Great Gardens kindly conducted a training
course on the grounds of SERCUL within our permaculture garden.
We were lucky that the marvelous rains held off for the morning,
while over 50 people from the Volunteer Task Force arrived for
their training. The morning commenced with an hour long session
conducted by Chris Ferreira and Amy House giving a lecture on
gardening within a Perth context on soils, plants (including native
species) and fertilising.

Help control the invasion of feral
species including rabbits, foxes,
and feral pigs by recording your
sighting on the feral scan website.
Visit http://www.feralscan.org.au/
to get all the info.

City of Gosnells
Heritage Award
Awarded to Friends of Ellis
Brook Valley
Congratulations to Friends of Ellis
Brook Valley for their outstanding
contributions towards recording,
preserving and promoting the Ellis
Brook Valley Reserve, a place of
natural heritage significance.
The Premier’s Australia Day Active
Citizenship Awards are sponsored
by the Australia Day Council of
Western Australia while the Safe City
Awards are sponsored by Examiner
Newspapers.
For more details about the above
Awards, visit the City of Gosnells
website www.gosnells.wa.gov.au or
phone 9397 3000.

Sixty Foot Falls Ellis Brook
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A practical session on garden installation was then conducted
and the volunteers were eagerly divided into teams. Initially, one
corrugated iron garden bed was shifted which entailed the removal
of soil and base rock, and was refilled once in its new position. A
further two free standing beds made from recycled apple crates
were also installed. All were filled with fresh soil and compost with
the next step being irrigation installation. The volunteers, with
assistance from SERCUL staff, completed the tasks and finally
new herbs, vegetables and cottage species were planted. All of
the beds were mulched with pea straw or wood chip mulch, and
finally the irrigation tested successfully. Then it rained!

The morning was a great success and we would like to thank the
Great Gardens team for kindly donating all the plants and materials
used. The volunteers were highly enthused and SERCUL is very
grateful for all their efforts in helping our permaculture garden
become more accessible for those with disabilities and requiring
wheelchair access. A big thank you to all of those involved and
whose hard work made the morning a success.

Upcoming Events

Date and Time

Event

Group

Contact

Sun 4th March
11am - 1pm

Jazz Brunch & Open Air Art Fair
at the Kent St. Weir

City of Canning

John McLaughlin
Phone 9231 0541

Sun 4th March
8.30am

CRRPV Clean Up Australia Day
Probably Duff Rd area in Riverton.
Details coming soon.

Canning River Regional
Park Volunteers

Jo Stone 9458 3669

Wed 7th March
8.30am

FoMCL Work Day
Meet at Eudoria St car park, Gosnells or go
to site (call night before if not sure)

Friends of Mary Carroll
Lake

Unice 9398 7126

Sun 11th March
8.30am-10.30am

WWAG Work Morning

Site TBA contact Russell to be put on the mailing Group
list

Wilson Wetlands Action

Russell 9258 7301 or
email wilsonwetland@
gmail.com

Thurs 15th March
8:30am - 5pm

Air Quality Forum
Venue: WA Conservation Science Centre 17 Dick Perry Ave, Kensington

Air Quality Coordinating
Committee

Visit http://www.dec.
wa.gov.au/content/
view/6876/2439/

Sun 18th March
4pm-7pm

People in the Park Display
Bring the family for free fun!
Brookland Greens Parkland, Sandringham

Friends of Mary Carroll
Lake

Unice 9398 7126

Sun 18th March
8:30am

CRRPV Canoe Day
An opportunity to join the group’s outing in
return for a half day’s work later in the year.
Details coming soon.

Canning River Regional
Park Volunteers

Jo Stone 9458 3669

Tues 20th March
7:30pm

BEAG AGM
@ Melville Water Polo Club

Bicton Environment Action Peter Neesham
Group
9339 7795

Wed 21st March
7:30pm

CRRPV Meeting
@ Canning River Eco Education Centre Kent St, Wilson

Canning River Regional
Park Volunteers

Jo Stone 9458 3669

Please see the SERCUL website calendar for a more up to date listing of current events and more contact details:
www.sercul.org.au/events.html

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO GET INVOLVED IN CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 2012
SUNDAY 4th MARCH
1. Join in with Keep Australia Beautiful WA and the Department of Environment and Conservation at their official
clean up site at Hillarys Beach, Northside Drive, Hillarys on Sunday 4th March.
2. Get your school, community or business group together and register your own site at:
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au
3. If you are already registered with the Keep Australia Beautiful Adopt-a-Spot program, why not organise your group
to do a clean up in the Clean up week and email us at adoptaspot@dec.wa.gov.au to let us know your plans for
getting involved. We’d love to see your photos too!
*Business Clean up day Tuesday 28 February
*Schools Clean up day Friday 2 March
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SERCUL Executive Committee:
CEO - Julie Robert
Chairperson - Pat Hart
Deputy Chair - Marc Lane
Treasurer - Cam Clay
Secretary - Yvonne Ward
Executive Member - Brian Aldrich

Contact us at:
69 Horley Road,
Beckenham WA 6107
Phone: 9458 5664
Fax: 9458 5661
www.sercul.org.au

Please see our website for all other staff details.
www.sercul.org.au/staff.html

If undeliverable, please return to:
SERCUL
69 Horley Road
Beckenham WA 6107

The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare
wishes to thank our main sponsors.

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

This newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper.

