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cam clay - celebrating the life of
a landcare crusader
It is with great sadness that we acknowledge
the passing of Cam (Robert Cameron)
Clay who passed away peacefully on 12
November 2013, aged 73.
Cam was the inaugural and only SERCUL
Treasurer and a long term stalwart of
landcare. Cam was very dedicated to the
cause of the protection and management
of our precious environment and was never
afraid to strongly express his concerns. He
was also the long term Chair of the Armadale
Gosnells Landcare Group (AGLG) where
he always attended planting days, forums
and meetings and when ever he could promote the AGLG or SERCUL he did
so. Cam was a member of the Roleybushcare Group, Armadale Wildflower
Society, City of Armadale Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee and
the Bedfordale Voluntary Bush Fire Brigade. Cam spent more than 60 years
volunteering for different groups which shows the extraordinary passion he
possessed to protect the environment and contribute to his community.
Cam’s commitment to his community and the environment was recognised
in 2011 when he was awarded the Premier’s Australia Day Active Citizenship
Award in two categories - Environmental Contribution of the Year Award and
Active Citizenship Award for the City of Armadale. Cam was also recognised as
an Honorary River Guardian through the Swan River Trust in 2008.
Our deepest sympathy to Faye, Fiona, Meeghan and families. Cam was a
wonderful landcare and waterway crusader, who is now supervising from above.
He will stay on in our hearts and memory for years to come. A very special
person who will be greatly missed by us all.

WE SAY THANKS
TERRY BROWN
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Welcome to our
Latest Newsletter
If you have any comments on the
newsletter or would like to be included
on our distribution list please call us on
9458 5664.
Electronic Newsletter

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

At SERCUL, we are working
to reduce the amount of paper
used. If you can help by receiving
this newsletter electronically,
please email your name to
amykrupa@sercul.org.au
with
the subject ‘SERCUL Electronic
Newsletter’.
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SERCUL would like to acknowledge the role Terry Brown has
had over the past years as a Council representative of the City of
Gosnells on our Committee. Terry rarely missed a meeting, always
had input and supported us through his role as a Councillor with
Gosnells. Unfortunately Terry’s role as a Councillor ended this
month and therefore he will no longer be on our committee. We
say many thanks Terry for your support of SERCUL and perhaps in
the future you may rejoin our Committee as a community member.
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SERCUL would also like to acknowledge Russell Gorton who has
been a community member on our Committee for many years. Russell
has been a strong advocate for community landcare and we wish
him well continuing this work with the Wilson Wetlands Action Group.
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From the Chair
Did You Know?
‘Choose for Black-Cockatoos’
plant label launched
You can help Carnaby’s BlackCockatoos by using local native plants
in your garden, or when replanting
your local reserve.
The ‘Choose for Black-Cockatoos’
plant label was launched earlier this
year. This new initiative, a joint project
between BirdLife Australia and the
Dieback Working Group, is targeting
Perth gardeners to plant habitat for
Carnaby’s and other black-cockatoos.
Twelve species, local to the Swan
Coastal Plain and Darling Plateau,
were selected to promote as preferred
plants for cockatoos.
Participating nurseries are APACE,
Australian Native Nurseries Group,
Muchea Tree Farm, Ngulla Community
Nursery and Zanthorrea Nursery. All
are NIASA-accredited. It is hoped that
the pilot trial will be successful and
the label can expand in the future, to
include plant species and nurseries
across the South West.
Find out more at www.birdlife.org.au/
carnabys/plants-for-carnabys.

I am really looking forward to the Christmas break and the quieter time that ensues
over most of January as I am sure all of our staff and volunteers are. Our Annual
Report clearly identifies the extraordinary achievements of SERCUL over the past
twelve months. These outcomes were only made possible through the dedication of
our staff, volunteers and all stakeholders working together with respect shown by all.
On behalf of myself and my executive committee I extend our sincere appreciation
for your amazing efforts.
I have been involved over the past few months discussing with a number of
experienced long term landcare people the possibility of setting up a State Landcare
organisation in order to represent all those community people undertaking the
care and maintenance of our land. At this time the Northern Territory and Western
Australia are the only states that do not have formal landcare organisations; there
is a National Landcare organisation. We have just had advise that the Northern
Territory are preparing to set up one there.
At our last meeting it was agreed that we proceed formally to set up a landcare
organisation which is to be called ‘WA Landcare Network’. This is a very positive
move as while we have the regional groups in WA they do not have community
representation and support as their key goals, they mainly focus on delivery of State
and Federal funds to strategic outcomes. We believe that this WA Landcare Network
will, by working closely with these regional bodies assist them in achieving greater
community interaction. I have further details of what this new organisation is about in
this newsletter and encourage any group practicing landcare to consider becoming
a member. The larger our number of members the greater the opportunity to clearly
demonstrate broadly the support from our state wide environmental community for
such an organisation and for the support they all need and deserve.
On behalf of all at SERCUL best wishes to you all for a very happy and enjoyable
Christmas with a great year to follow.
Pat Hart
Chairperson

A NEW ORGANISATION TO SUPPORT
LANDCARE GROUPS IN WA
With encouragement from the Australian Landcare Network Association, a
number of experienced community Landcarers have been meeting recently
working towards setting up a WA Landcare Association. There has been
identified over the years the real need to have a strong voice at State level
to represent all the people who undertake many forms of landcare in WA.
Apart from WA and the Northern Territory all other states have formal bodies
with representatives sitting on the Australian Network Association. It is great
to report that it has all been worthwhile and very shortly a new organisation
called WA Landcare Network will be applying for incorporation. There are
about 10 inaugural member groups.
The main objectives of the organisation are:
•
a cohesive and cooperative forum;
•
encourage & support development of community based landcare;
•
provide advice on landcare policies & practices.
•
advocate for sustainable financial administrative support;
•
foster partnerships;
•
representation at State & Federal levels:
•
celebrate & promote landcare.
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Membership forms with formal details of this new landcare organisation will
be available soon to go out to community landcare groups throughout the
State seeking membership.

SERCUL Happen
ings

Recap of 2012/2013
SERCUL has had an extremely high level of project delivery
during 2012–13. The success of projects has been fruitful and
it is a delight to visit the sites that have had SERCUL attention
this year.
The SERCUL financial turnover remained relatively stable this
year having experienced a huge increase during 2011–12. It
was expected that the 2012–13 year financials would reflect a
financial loss as we received such large grant funding for the

delivery of Urban Waterways Renewal projects which carried
over into the 2012–13 year.
The SERCUL business, while operating with an intense
workload, has managed the capacity to deliver well. The
SERCUL NRM Program Areas - Landcare and Community
Support and Education had many major achievements which
can be read about in the SERCUL Annual Report 2013 on our
website - www.sercul.org.au.

Major Achievements

$1 075 770

Aust r a l i a n G o v e r n m e n t Fu n d i n g
( e x c GS T )

>20 260 hrs

V olu nte e r Contr ib u tion

>$587 352

$791 161

T otal V alu e of V olu nte e r ing

S t a te G o v e r n m e n t Fu n d i n g

(Valu e o f Vo lu n teerin g = $28. 99/ h r)

386 271

( e x c GS T )

Pla nts I nstalle d

$202 642

>17 457

L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t Fu n d i n g
( e x c GS T )

$106 228

Pe op le R e c e iv e d Edu c a tion,
v ia D ir e c t I nfor mation or
On- gr ou nd Conta c t

Other Project $ Attracted
( e x c GS T )

119 Wa te r wa y Site s Sa mp le d
897 Sa mp le s c olle c te d in the
Pe r th R e gion

Winners of the Bush, Land and
Waterways Western Australian
Environment Award 2012

Celebrated 10 years of
landcare with the opening of
new interpretive signage at the
Yule Brook Homestead
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Works Progress at
Wimbledon Street Wetland
SERCUL is fortunate to be a partner with the restoration
works of the Wimbledon Street Wetland (WSW), along the
Yule Brook in Beckenham. This has been kindly funded by
the Department of Water and SALP, with the co-operation of
the City of Gosnells.
Works commenced with weed control for grasses and weedy
trees such as willows with minimal disturbance to the soil and
embankments. Surprisingly, there is a remarkable amount of
native vegetation already established such as paperbarks
and sedges. WSW provides habitat for a variety of birds,
frogs, lizards, insects and even freshwater mussels!
Current engineering works commenced over winter and have
proceeded to create a wetland system. Future planting of
further native endemic plants to the site will enhance this
area as habitat for native fauna and also provide an excellent
educational asset for the local community. WSW will also
function to help clean the water flowing through the Brook by
uptaking nutrients via the plants’ roots acting as a biofilter.

Canoeing on The Canning
On 25th October 16 teachers and community members
participated in a professional learning workshop, hosted by
SERCUL, where they canoed on the Canning and walked on
the flood plain.
Leonard
Thorn,
an
Aboriginal
Educator,
showed
the
Indigenous
connections to this
landscape
while
Hayley
Bullimore
(CREEC) and Linley
Brown (Swan River
Trust) helped the
participants explore
the local biodiversity
and learn more about the fresh water and salt water ecosystems
of the area. The key environmental issues that threaten the
Canning River ecosystem were also discussed. All participants
left with a greater understanding of this unique environment and
some great ideas about what they could do themselves or in
their classrooms to protect our special rivers.

Urban Waterways Renewal - just the beginning
In 2010, SERCUL was successful in their bid for $4 million of
Australian Government funding through the National Water
Security Plan for Cities and Towns program under the Water for
the Future initiative to implement the Urban Waterways Renewal
(UWR) project in the South Metropolitan Region of Perth.
Matching funding and in kind support was then provided by
the local governments of Armadale, Gosnells and Canning; the
Department of Water, the Swan River Trust, community groups
and the Water Corporation.

better understand and manage their ageing stormwater systems.

The UWR project consisted of 11 project sites spread across
the Cities of Canning, Armadale and Gosnells. At each site
the existing local drainage asset was retrofitted using a range
of innovative measures with the aim of reducing nutrients and
pollutants entering the Swan Canning Riverpark as identified in
the Local Water Quality Improvement Plans for Bannister Creek,
Bickley Brook and Southern River.

Overall Project statistics include:

In addition to improving water quality these projects improved
the visual amenity of the urban areas, restored natural habitats,
improved biodiversity and reduced erosion.
After three challenging and rewarding years the UWR project has
successfully converted drains to living streams, compensation
basins to wetlands and road verges to rain gardens. This project
has changed the landscape in the SE metropolitan region of
Perth and now provides managers with 11 points of reference to
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The greatest achievement of the UWR project has been the
growth and development of successful partnerships between
the Federal Australian Government (SEWPAC), Department of
Water, Swan River Trust, Water Corporation, Cities of Canning,
Gosnells and Armadale, and the community through SERCUL.
The strength of these partnerships will ensure that this project
is only the beginning of Urban Waterways Renewal in the SE
region.
424 900 Plants installed
1591 Volunteers
6742 Volunteer Hours
3kms of Foreshore restoration
18 ha of Weed control
8 Bioretention Basins
12 Rock riffles constructed
4 Sediment and Gross Pollutant Traps installed
3 Biofiltration swales
4000m3 Sediment and rubbish removed
8 Community groups engaged
10 Schools engaged

Catchment Groups

Armadale Gosnells landcare Group
In September the Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group (AGLG)
farewelled Alice Atkinson who had been on secondment from
SERCUL since April. Alice did a wonderful job implementing
another busy planting season for AGLG, planting with over 1300
local school children and running many community planting
days. A big thank you goes to Alice and SERCUL for helping to
cover our staff vacancy during this time.
Our new Community Landcare Officer Jo Garvey started in
September and has been busy learning the ropes. Jo comes to

us from the Peel Harvey Catchment Group and is experienced
in ecological restoration and community conservation. Welcome
Jo!
AGLG have been successful in gaining funding to continue
works at 13 of our restoration sites in 2014. The funding has
been awarded through the Swan River Trust Riverbank Program
and the Swan Alcoa Landcare Program.

Alice augering at Friends of
Mary Carroll planting day
Jo working at Dale Christian
School fete

Bushcare’s Major Day Out
Bannister Creek Catchment Group (BCCG) and the City
of Canning cohosted a planting activity at Bannister Creek
to celebrate Bushcare’s Major Day Out on Thursday 12
September.
Over 1000 sedges were installed in the area adjacent to
Adenia Bridge and the plants are all doing really well.
The primary aims of our restoration efforts are to restore
local native plant species, increase habitat for local fauna
and to reduce the level of weed invasion. This site has seen
a lot of weed removal over the last couple of years with the
main weeds targeted being Blackberry, Typha orientalis and
Cyperus papyrus.
The BCCG would like to thank our volunteers who attended
the day. We would also like to extend our thanks to the City
of Canning Bushcrew and the Parks Conservation Officer,
Merise Hocking, for their great work at the site and their
ongoing assistance with BCCG projects throughout the
Bannister Creek Catchment.
If you would like to volunteer for the Bannister Creek
Catchment Group please contact Amy Warner at SERCUL
on 9458 5664.
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News

Weeds of National
Significance Update

SWAN RIVER TRUST
AMALGAMATION

Twelve new Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) were
announced in April 2012, and National Strategic Plans
are now in place for each of these weeds or suites of
weeds. In addition, revised Plans for the 19 inaugural
WoNS are also in place (willows is soon to come). All of
these Plans have been agreed to and endorsed by the
Australian Government and all States and Territories,
through the Australian Weeds Committee. Thus, the
actions within these Plans remain eligible for national,
state and regional funding and support. These Plans also
provide a framework for developing strategic partnerships
to address ‘cross-WoNS/cross-weed’ issues, and can
be used as a catalyst to achieve wide-reaching weed
management outcomes.

The State Government decision recently to amalgamate the
Swan River Trust into the large Department of Parks and
Wildlife has certainly been of major concern to SERCUL,
other sub regions and the community at large. The Swan
River Trust who are the unofficial catchment managers
of the Perth Region have very close relationships and
partnerships, not only with SERCUL, but with many other
community organisations and are highly respected and
appreciated.

As of 30 June 2013, the model for coordination of WoNS
Strategic Plans will change. The Australian Government
will no longer provide dedicated funding for national
coordination of WoNS, but rather have encouraged the
development of specific projects to address priority
actions in WoNS Strategic Plans. Thus, State and Territory
WoNS host agencies are working together to develop
such projects, which have been or will be submitted under
appropriate funding rounds. In addition, all WoNS partners
and collaborators are also encouraged to develop projects
to address priority WoNS actions.
In short:
•

WoNS listed species will continue to be ‘WoNS’ and
the WoNS initiative will continue.

•

National WoNS Plans continue to provide a framework
for strategic investment and partnership opportunities.

•

While there is currently no funded national coordination
post-30 June, national taskforces and state and/
or regional coordination can still be undertaken by
interested parties.

•

There are future opportunities to investigate
alternative models for national coordination, or
organise nationally coordinated activities to achieve
actions in WoNS Plans.

•

WoNS resources on the Weeds Australia website
(www.weeds.org.au/wons) will continue to be
available to 30 June 2014.

For more information visit the Weeds of National
Significance webpages at www.weeds.org.au/WoNS
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Our key concerns are the possible reduction in their staff
support as they are blended across and within this huge
agency; the possible slowing of decision making as the line
management enlarges; and last but not least the reduction
in funding to support their many important projects that are
being implemented in partnership not only with SERCUL
but other community organisations. Julie Robert and I had a
meeting with the acting Director General of the Department
of Parks and Wildlife, Mr. Jim Sharp, on 29 October 2013
where we were able to showcase the role SERCUL has
undertaken over the past 10 years, including SERCUL’s
ability to deliver State Government priority projects at greatly
reduced costs; our long term partnerships and achievements
and to express our concerns with the down grading of the
Swan River Trust.
We were assured that apart from the Swan River Trust
Board being reduced to an ‘advisory’ capacity only and the
necessary changes to their Act, that it should be business as
usual for the Trust and community at large, whilst recognising
the constraints placed on the State Government’s budget.
Time will tell.
Pat Hart
Chairperson

Upcoming Events

Date and Time
Fri 6th December
5.00pm - 7:30pm

Event
Sunset at Mary Carroll Wetland
Friends, let’s all get together and watch the sun set
over the lake. Bring chairs, binoculars and a sense
of fun.
Hamburger and salad and cuppa supplied.
RSVP (so Unice has a hamburger for you) by 29th
November.
Meet at Barbecue - Eudoria St, Gosnells

Sun 15th December WWAG Work Morning
8:30am – 10.30am Volunteers welcome. Please note, enclosed foot
wear, a hat, long pants and sunscreen should
be worn whilst on site. Details subject to change
according to funding and weather.
Contact Russell for location.

Group

Contact

Friends of Mary
Carroll Wetland

Unice
9398 7126
unicerobinson@gmail.com

Wilson Wetlands
Action Group

Russell
9258 7301
wilsonwetland@gmail.com

Please refer to the SERCUL website calendar for a more up-to-date listing of current events and more contact details:
www.sercul.org.au/events.html

Catchments,
Corridors and Coasts
January 15th - 17th 2014
Catchments, Corridors and Coasts (CCC) is a
practical program, which focuses on learning
through experience and skill development,
while also reflecting the synergies between the
environmental education practitioners in WA.
CCC provides a ‘snapshot’ of environmental
education in WA from its enormous catchments
through its narrowing corridors to the beautiful
coast. It is proudly presented annually by the
Australian Association for Environmental Education
WA Chapter.
Go to www.aaeewa.org.au for more info.
Register early to avoid disappointment
as the course is capped at
23 participants.
Call Amy on 0407427054 or email
info@aaeewa.org.au to register.
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SERCUL Executive Committee:
CEO – Julie Robert
Chairperson – Pat Hart
Deputy Chair – Marc Lane
Treasurer – Cam Clay
Secretary – Yvonne Ward
Executive Member – Brian Aldrich

Contact us at:
69 Horley Road,
Beckenham WA 6107
Phone: 9458 5664
Fax: 9458 5661
www.sercul.org.au

Please see our website for all other staff details.
www.sercul.org.au/staff.html

If undeliverable, please return to:
SERCUL
69 Horley Road
Beckenham WA 6107

The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare
wishes to thank our main sponsors.

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

This newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper.
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