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PRESIDENT’S SNIPPETS
Ken Keesing
Since our last newsletter in April, we have conducted a very successful AGM and now have a full strength Committee.
We welcome our new members Roslyn Bartholomaeus and Yoka Thwaites as well as our returning committee members including Sallie Bryant stepping up to the Vice President role. Those of you who attended the AGM would have
also enjoyed the slide presentation on the History of the Canning by John Parker.
During winter, our foreshore groups have been planting regularly. Recently, as a result of the excellent rains, weeding of our planting sites has been essential. I thank all members who have been active for their efforts. We have also
been very fortunate to have had the assistance of the members of the Lions Club of Booragoon coordinating the Tuscan to Fifth Avenue stretch on a monthly basis and the Rossmoyne-Shelley Scout Group weeding in September.
At this time of the year great satisfaction is derived from observing the growth of our plants and the beauty of those in
flower. The winter storms and high tides have caused some damage to the fringing vegetation but the thick beds of
sedge have done a good job of absorbing the impact of the waves. CRREPA hosted an on-site meeting with the
Swan River Trust (SRT), City of Canning officers and interested volunteer groups to examine areas affected by
the unusually high tides. The findings are reported on page 5.
CRREPA representatives also attended a tour of sites on the Swan River to examine the way in which badly eroded
foreshores had been repaired under the SRT Riverbank grants scheme (see page 6). Recently the City of Canning
announced similar funding for sites on our foreshore at Beryl Avenue, Modillion Avenue and Shelley Beach. The temporary closure of some sections will be necessary when the work commences.
We are currently celebrating the UN Year of Forests. Many organisations have been tree planting and CRREPA was
represented at the event conducted at Rossmoyne Park by the Ratepayers Association in July. We also donated a
melaleuca for the Shelley Primary School grounds and planted a tuart tree at our eucalypt site near Shelley Bridge.
We are very fortunate to live within visiting distance of remnants of the Tuart, Jarrah and Banksia forested areas with
their distinctive flora and fauna. Also close by are remarkable wetlands which abound in birds and reptiles amongst the
paperbark forests. We can enjoy some of these environments just by walking along our own foreshore.
CRREPA has for some years been promoting the provision of interpretive signage on the foreshore to enable residents and visitors to better understand and appreciate the flora and fauna as well as the Aboriginal and colonial history
of our riverside. Much of the work to bring this worthy project into fruition has been completed by the City of Canning’s
consultant, Susan Harris. Recently CRREPA met with the City’s CEO Mark Dacombe to discuss the final steps of this
project. An environmental subcommittee is to further consider it in November .We will continue to do our best to
promote the interpretive signage project and appreciate your support and patience.

CRREPA COMMITTEE 2011 - 2012
President
Secretary

Ken Keesing
Vice President
Liz Moore
Treasurer
Bill Lambe
[G Matthews]
Grecian Sandwell
Roslyn Bartholomaeus

Sallie Bryant
Colma Keating
Brian Munro
Joan Munro
Yoka Thwaites

Members please contact us by phone or use our new email or postal addresses
CRREPA@gmail.com or PO Box 3079 Shelley 6148

The UN declared that 2011 be the International Year of Forests
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Canning River Eco Education Centre (CREEC)
Aim: To increase awareness and understanding of the
Canning River and Regional Park through
education programs and activities.
Situated at Kent Street Weir, Wilson.
(cnr Kent Street and Queens Park Way)
Education Officer: Hayley Bullimore
Administration Officer: Kirsty Rowland

Members with children or grandchildren still at school should send your email
address and ask to be sent the periodic program of events. It is also a great
place to have a family picnic and take a walk across the weir and through the
paperbark wetland.
During winter the boards of the weir were removed and the river was flowing
quite fast. This was done to flush salt from the pool above the weir which
resulted from recent high tides overflowing ‘upstream’ over the boards.
Open Monday to Saturday
www.canning.wa.gov.au/creec

creec@canning.wa.gov.au
9461 7160

City of Canning, Parks Conservation Officer
Tamara Kabat has taken on the City’s Parks Conservation Officer role whilst Jenni Andrews is on maternity leave. Tamara is
originally from Tasmania and worked in Victoria before spending four years in the UK where she was employed in local government as a biodiversity officer managing threatened heathland habitats in England's Midlands’ area. Not that it surprises
any of us, when Tamara and her husband arrived in Perth at the end of an extended period of travel, they fell in love with
WA and decided to stay! Tamara is really pleased to be working again in nature conservation in her home country.
Tamara extended her thanks to CRREPA members for all their efforts on the foreshore, reminding us that the City values
our contribution. Key areas that CRREPA and the City will be working together on include the new Swan River Trust Riverbank projects and the stormwater pipe modification. The City was successful in receiving funding for stabilisation works at
Shelley Beach (using a limestone wall) as well as Beryl Avenue and Modillion Avenue beaches (using log walling, large
woody debris and plantings as appropriate). Permits and Indigenous consultation for these projects and the stormwater pipe
modifications are Tamara’s next tasks.
Mobile: 0438 915 992

Email: tamara.kabat@canning.wa.gov.au

South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare (SERCUL)
SERCUL is the ‘umbrella’ organisation for the ‘Friends’ groups in this area. Their office is at the historic Yule Brook Homestead in Beckenham. It is open to local community groups and individuals working in the environment who require support.
CRREPA has received excellent assistance from SERCUL which recently printed our new membership forms and hosts
our web page. You can visit this to view our information and read previous issues of the newsletter. You will also enjoy exploring the rest of the SERCUL website and find news of current environmental matters. www.sercul.org.au/crrepa.html
We wish to acknowledge the advice and assistance provided by Julie Robert, Amy Krupa and other SERCUL staff.

Swan River Trust (SRT)
The SRT Riverbank grants program is the major source of funding for local government and
volunteer groups carrying out conservation work around the Swan-Canning foreshores. (See
the report on page 6). The SRT staff also carry out environmental education programs for students and the general public. The recent Science Fair held at CREEC was supported by SERCUL and the SRT. Members wishing to be involved in the Dolphin Watch or River Guardians,
River Watch program can obtain the information from the SRT web sites
www.riverguardians.com or www.swanrivertrust.wa.gov.au.
FYI the River Emergency 1300 863 308 number to report serious river hazards.
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YOUR RIVER NEEDS YOU - JOIN IN TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Grecian Sandwell
Over the years of annual planting and continual maintenance of these sites you will have noticed the increase in areas
of native vegetation along the foreshore. In particular, the width of the sedge banks. These sedge banks reduce the
forces of erosion, filter out nutrients from entering the river and also provide habitat for native species. All up they are
vitally important.
New plantings require watering through the first summer and constant weeding from August to October until well established which may take around three years. Then that day comes along when the area has covered and will thrive without further help. For 16 years a core of volunteers has regularly attended our monthly hands-on sessions to plant, weed
and water. More hands would be a great help, especially with weed removal.
You may like to join in the regular weekend sessions, decide on a weekday that best suits you and also the site. There
are always others to help during the week. CRREPA provides tools, gloves and bags for weeds that are then collected
by the City of Canning Bushcrew - you may have noticed the bags, leaning up against the roadside railing.
Contact Grecian on 935 49734 or grecian@iinet.net.au to be part of the enjoyment of making a difference

Combined foreshore groups ‘BIG DAY OUT’ weeding and socialising (11th September 2011)

[Photos Ken Keesing]

Please check your mailing label on the front page.
If the word “Expired ” appears, your subscription is DUE NOW.

CRREPA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
Please detach and return this form (with your subscription) either:
By DIRECT CREDIT
by POST
by HAND
BSB: 806015
Account No: 1528154
OR
CRREPA Treasurer
OR
CRREPA Treasurer
Account Name: CRREPA
PO Box 3079 Shelley 6148
187b Riverton Drive Shelley
Reference: YOUR NAME

I/we __________________________ ________________ & ______________________________________________
(Family name)
(First names of members)
wish to renew our membership for:
1 year (to 31 March 2012)
$5.50 (single / family)
$2.20 (student)
(Circle appropriate section)
5 years (to 31 March 2016) $20.00 (single / family)
$10.00 (student)
_______________________________ __________________2011
(Signature)
(Date)

$___________
(Amount enclosed) ne

(E-mail) __________________________________________________
Please circle if you are interested in RECORDING, SEED COLLECTION, REVEGETATION, BIRD SURVEY
or COMMITTEE activities. About 1-2 hours per month. ANY HELP IS APPRECIATED.
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WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING WITH THE RIVER LEVELS?
Colma Keating and Grecian Sandwell
In answer to our question about what's been happening to our local river levels, in particular the unusual string of very high
tides since October 2010, CRREPA organised an onsite visit with the Swan River Trust (SRT) and other local groups.
The session, held in July, was interesting, stimulating and provided a opportunity to spend time with like-minded people.
Key impacts on river levels
Stephen Lloyd & Augustine Okom (SRT) highlighted the four (4) key impacts on our river levels:
• climate change - potential impact of 20cm since 1897, including 5.4cm since 1993
• decadal lunar cycles - an 18.6 year cycle with a 20cm amplitude from trough to peak - we are just coming off the
peak now
• daily tidal variation - averages 0.5cm
• storm surges - frequency and impact vary. We have had unusual year with 4 significant low pressure systems
that have allowed the tides to rise and storm waves to penetrate further up the beach / foreshore.
CRREPA also thinks there is another one: bow waves - greater bow waves penetrating further up the shore from increased use of water boats combined with higher tides.
Management options
Key management options discussed included:
• Moving our rehabilitation efforts further back from the existing shoreline (eg behind our existing sedge strips), so
that impacts of sea level rise and decadal lunar cycles are
minimised.
• Continue the practice of letting any fallen trees / shrubs
remain on site (eg if fallen into river etc).
• Use more salt tolerant local species eg Ghania trifida
(Sword Sedge), Melaleuca cuticularis (Salt Water Paperbark), Samphires (Halosarcia, Sarcocornia), Saltbushes
(Atriplex, Samola, Rhagodia) and Sporobolus virginicus
(Salt Water Couch).
• Train plants for saltier environments (eg being watered
with 25% salt, then 50% salt before planting out) and
harden up plants.

1995: Corinthian Road, Rossmoyne
[Matthews]
[Keating]

Learning from others

Thanks again for cross fertilisation - another reminder of how important and valuable it is for us to make and maintain
the links and the sharing of local and/or scientific knowledge including:
• Shining some light on what has been happening with the tides over the past 7-8 months (Stephen Lloyd and
Augustine Okom (SRT).
• Providing alternative ways of managing the area (incl from Jo Stone (Canning River Regional Park Volunteers), Max
Box (City of Canning Bushcrew), Stephen Lloyd (SRT) and Grecian Sandwell (CRREPA).
• Being interested in what is happening in our area (all ..and those that wanted to but couldn't make the date).
If you are interested in further reading further, lecture notes by Prof Pattiaratchi can be found at http://www.bom.gov.au/
bluelink/summerschool/docs/Pattiaratchi_Lecture_Notes.pdf.
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SRT RIVERBANK PROJECTS TOUR
Sallie Bryant
On the 6 July, Grecian Sandwell and I represented CRREPA on a bus trip organised by the Swan River Trust. Volunteer groups, consultants and government organisations (local and state) involved in foreshore restoration works in the
Swan Canning Riverpark were invited to tour three recently completed Riverbank projects that had suffered from severe erosion.
The visits were to see first-hand the achievements made at each project site along the Upper Swan and speak to
those involved. The sites visited demonstrated different techniques for solving bank erosion.
• Swan Regional Riverside Park, Viveash
• Tranby Foreshore Riverbank near Tranby House, Maylands, and
• Ashfield Parade Reserve, Ashfield.
We were also shown a very impressive swale constructed at Ashfield Parade
as part of the project designed to collect road run-off water before it enters
the river. This vegetated swale collected the water, taking out the nutrients
before entering the river and helping with bank erosion. There is about a 10
day (in/out) turnabout of water, with the overflow flowing down a rock constructed spill way. The water enters from a pipe at the bottom of the swale.

After

The morning was a great networking success and very informative.
You may like to take a small outing to visit these sites. At Tranby foreshore, drop in for high tea at Tranby House and
then move on to Ashfield Parade, Ashfield to visit the rehabilitation site and view the swale. You can also take a short
walk along the boardwalk, following the river.

NEW SEAGRASS SURVEY
The Environment Minister has announced that scientists from the Swan River Trust and the
Department of Water will conduct a survey of Halophila ovalis (paddle weed) at various sites in
the rivers to determine if the health of the weed can be an indicator of the quality of the water.
CRREPA has requested that Halophila Bay at Rossmoyne be included in the study. This part of
the river has been subject to severe storm surge recently and as the bay is also a popular water
skiing location it would be very beneficial to have the health of this important marine plant monitored. Some interesting extracts from the media release are as follows.
“Halophila ovalis plays a number of important ecological roles in the Riverpark,
including being a food source for the Black Swan…….
This new project to assess seagrass health, with current knowledge of seagrass extent,
Art work by
will enhance our ability to manage the Swan-Canning estuary effectively.”
Elizabeth Rippey
Weeding at SGIO site opposite Rob
Bruce Park
30/7/10 [Keating]PLANTS
NATIVE
FLOWERING
The cover picture is of a Flag Iris (Patersonia
occidentalis) which was planted in our Second
Avenue site in 2010.

Hakea
prostrata
(planted 2007)

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO
CRREPA’S
ANNUAL ENDEND-OFOF-YEAR GET TOGETHER
WHEN: Sunday December 4th @ 5.30 for 6.00 pm
WHERE: Shelley Reserve (Beatrice Avenue end)
A shady spot with a view of the river
WE SUPPLY: Roasted chicken
YOU BRING: A salad or nibbles to share
(chairs, rug, BYO drinks & bread)

Conostylis
candicans
(planted 2008)

RSVP by 25th November: Roslyn 9457 4590
or mab@bigpond.net.au
(to ensure sufficient catering is provided)

Please come and catch up with
your Committee
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BIRDLIFE IN THE ‘BURBS

Join
FREE
Bird Walks
On the

Canning Foreshore**
hosted by

CRREPA
**66 species recorded, including
29 waterbirds, 5 raptors
Book with Grecian: 9354 9734

Grecian Sandwell
I am constantly amazed by the ability of
birds to thrive right in the midst of suburbia
and all that encompasses. Recently, a pair
of white-faced herons nested above the
dual-use path along the foreshore. The
emergence of a fluffy head in the nest was
celebrated, then another appeared and
finally a third chick hatched!
Despite mowing of the grass beneath them, whipper snippering around their
tree and nearby posts, traffic whizzing past and dogs and people stopping
beneath the tree all chicks have thrived. They are now to be seen out on a
limb preening whilst waiting for the next meal. When the parents are harassed by ravens or wattlebirds, the chicks immediately dive back into the
nest with their fluffy bottoms poking out.
As I stood watching them on one occasion, the mudlarks, who had nested
on the next branch up, did an incubation changeover. One parent approached the nest, called out in their strident manner and a seamless split
second ‘changing of the guard’ took place, leaving no opportunity for the
ever present ravens to steal from the nest.

The Darter

White-faced heron chicks

Photo by Chris O’Neill

Photos by Colma Keating

DARTER, SNAKE BIRD, DIVER AND SCIENTIFICALLY, Anhinga melanogaster
Grecian Sandwell
You will often see this beautifully marked bird drying its wings whilst resting on the riverbank, a branch or any other
suitable and safe roosting spot. The head will be forward and the neck in a distinctive S shape. Their plumage, like
cormorants, is not waterproof, thus allowing them to dive and remain underwater for extended periods due to lower
buoyancy. It is important not to disturb these birds when they are ‘hanging their wings out to dry’, which they must do
at regular intervals. If they become waterlogged they risk drowning.
Closely related to cormorants, these birds don’t dive but submerge like a submarine. They get the ‘snake bird’ title, as
often all that is showing above the water is a long, thin neck and head which resembles a snake. Hunting takes place
mostly underwater, spearing larger quarry on their serrated, dagger bill which prevents the catch from escaping. The
catch is often large and may take more than an hour to swallow. They have been seen late at night on the banks of
the Canning River with a large fish still in their bill, wondering what to do and not wanting to give it up. Smaller prey is
swallowed while swimming.
Apart from Tasmania, darters are widespread throughout Australia.
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CRREPA
PO Box 3079
Shelley 6148
For just an hour a month…in your favourite spot… ‘Care for the Canning’
‘Care for the Canning’ areas
Bullcreek to Tuscan Street
Last Sunday of the month

Volunteer Coordinators
Max Risbey – 9457 1347

Tuscan Street to Fifth Avenue
Date to be decided each month

Anne Good – 9330 6338 anne.good@optusnet.com.au
& the Lions Club of Booragoon

Fifth Avenue to Beatrice Avenue
First Sunday of the month

Grecian Sandwell – 9354 9734

Watersby Crescent to Wadjup Point
Second Thursday of the month

Yoka Thwaites – 9457 8673

Wadjup Point to Shelley Bridge
As need basis

Grecian Sandwell – 9354 9734

grecian@iinet.net.au
thwaites@iinet.net.au
grecian@iinet.net.au

Looking forward to working alongside you on the foreshore!!
Weeding, planting, watering, seed collection and propagation, rubbish removal, bird watching, monitoring and
planning are some of the activities we hope to continue within these sections.
We encourage individual, family and group (e.g. schools, scouts, guides, social, corporate) involvement and
welcome your suggestions for other interesting ideas/activities as well as the best times for your participation.
To ensure these will continue to be regular, enjoyable social events whilst benefiting our environment, the program
for each ‘foreshore care section’ will be determined by that group. We also believe that this format of hands-on
involvement will keep us all better informed about our foreshore, its management and CRREPA’s contributions.
To join a working group near you and/or along your favourite part of the foreshore, please
contact the respective volunteer coordinator.

Having a party?
CRREPA’s 30 wine
glasses are available
for $10 hire

Our special thanks to the City of Canning
for their assistance with the printing of
your CRREPA Newsletter.

From 9354 9734

Your local Canning River Residents Environment Protection Association
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