CRREPA NEWS
Newsletter of the Canning River Residents
Environment Protection Association (Inc)
Editors: Ken Keesing & Colma Keating
In recognition of the work done on the foreshore by
our regular members we feature Elna Quinlan and
her mega sized Oenothera sp. (See report on page 5.)

Congratulations Shelley Primary School

[Keating]

Feeding Frenzy on the Canning River

[Keating]
[Keating]

[Keating]

AGM Report

Why is Grecian Sandwell looking so happily at
[Keesing]
the big pile of storm debris? (See page
5.)

by Colma Keating

Susan Harris of Ecomedia gave a superb
presentation of the Wadjup-Gabbilju Heritage Trail along the Rossmoyne/Shelley/
Riverton foreshore that the City of Canning
(CCC) has commissioned and will be installed soon we hope (refer also President’s Snippets, page 2).
Susan was contracted by the CCC to research the trail and to design a set of interpretive signs. She shared with us through
images, voice recordings and her detailed
research, some of the historical and
environmental points of interest of the
Bird
watchingand
(page
7) from Yagan Wetland
foreshore
river
through to the beginning of the Canning
River Regional Park.

[W
[Wood]

Guest speaker Susan Harris (far right) with other CRREPA
members Rosetta Clark, Vera Colley and Diane Matthews
in front of the new CRREPA display (See page 2).

[Keating]
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PRESIDENT’S SNIPPETS Ken Keesing
CRREPA has had a busy time since our AGM in May.
Your newly elected Committee farewelled Bill Lambe
and Yoka Thwaites and welcomed Tony Stokes. There
still remains a vacancy for Secretary, this is an essential
office and CRREPA cannot function effectively without
one. Do seriously consider offering your secretarial skills
by joining the committee.
CRREPA has recently been involved in the preparation
of a Water Quality Improvement Plan (WQIP) for the
Bull Creek Catchment which was conducted by the
Swan River Trust. We have endorsed the draft and are
keen to participate. When implemented it will achieve
annual reductions in pollutants, improved water quality
and increased community awareness of problems. Members wishing to see the plan can contact me.
Some of our planned foreshore Riverbank projects are
part of a trial Aboriginal Heritage Act approval process. I
have been advised by the City of Canning (CCC) that
this should be completed by the end of this year. The
CCC (supported by CRREPA) has also applied for funding for the signage to complete the Wadjup-Gabbilju
Heritage Trail project. (See page 1 for report on Susan
Harris’ presentation at the AGM).

Members will be aware that the SRT and the CCC have
been investigating vandalism of trees on the foreshore.
In addition to signs, CCTV cameras are to be installed at
two sites.
On much happier notes. CRREPA was represented at
the City of Canning Civic Dinner by Liz and Peter
Moore. As usual it was a very pleasant function. I have
not spoken of the regular monthly working groups’
untiring efforts but you will see reports and photographic
records of their activities elsewhere in the ‘News’. We
have had “BIG DAYS OUT” where CRREPA combined
with the Lions Club of Booragoon to achieve significant
improvement to the foreshore. We owe the success of
the working groups to the planning and organisation of
Grecian Sandwell who is always looking to value-add to
our efforts. Examples are the re-potting of root bound
sedge plants at the CCC nursery (See page 4) and the
reuse of winter storm debris as mulch (See page 5).
Your invitation to our annual end of year social get
together is in the ‘News’. This is a BYO function with
CRREPA providing the roast chicken. Please do come, it
is an occasion where we can relax and enjoy the beauty
of our foreshore parklands.

PHOTO COMPETITION

CRREPA COMMITTEE 2012 - 2013
President Ken Keesing
Vice President Sallie Bryant
Secretary Vacant
Treasurer
Colma Keating
Roslyn Bartholomaeus
Liz Moore
Brian Munro
Joan Munro
Grecian Sandwell
Tony Stokes
Members please contact us by phone or use our new email or postal addresses
CRREPA@gmail.com or PO Box 3079 Shelley 6148

Seeking photos of the
natural bits of our
foreshore and river for our
next newsletters
and displays .
Format: JPeg
Size: <300kb
Please send to
CRREPA@gmail.com

Raising Awareness and Recording Efforts by Ken Keesing
The ‘Community Environmental
Awareness’ display at the Riverton
Library in May was a very worth
while project. It required many
hours of preparation and drew attention to the past achievements of
CRREPA and current issues; such
as river water quality.
Residents who enjoy the amenity
provided can play an important part
in the conservation of the river and
foreshore. Please take care of the
trees and plants, dispose of waste
wisely and do not allow pollutants
or nutrients to enter the storm water
system.

Part of the extensive display
at Riverton Library

[Keesing]

Many thanks to Sallie Bryant and
Roslyn Bartholomaeus for their efforts and creative flair and to Brian
Munro for assisting them in erecting
the display at the library and also at
CREEC for the AGM.
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YOUR SUNDOWNER
INVITATION
WHEN:

Sunday, December 2 at 5.30 pm

WHERE:

Shelley Reserve (Beatrice Avenue)
A shady spot with a view

CRREPA PROVIDES: Roast chicken
BYO:

Canning River Eco Education Centre
Aim: To increase awareness and understanding of
the Canning River and Regional Park through
education programs and activities.
The Centre is situated at Kent Street Weir, Wilson
and is open from Monday to Saturday.

Salad or nibbles to share
as well as your drinks,
picnic utensils and chairs

RSVP for catering by 20 November:
Roslyn on 9457 4590
or mab@bigpond.net.
Please come and catch up with your
Committee and other CRREPA members,
whilst enjoying our beautiful river setting.

Education Officer: Hayley Bullimore
Administration: Tracy Lyon & Noeleen Edwards
Ph: 9461 7160
E-mail: creec@canning.wa.gov.au
Web: www.canning.wa.gov.au/creec

Pollution Alert — Quick Response By SRT

by Colma Keating

Whilst trying to get a photo of a bizarre
space-man image on the foreshore
(firemen in training, fully kitted in fire suits,
oxygen masks and cylinders) I stumbled
across ‘stuff streaming into the river’ at the
big pipe opposite 189 Riverton Drive.
We thought it was pollution and perhaps
had oil in it. Whilst I took some photos and
a mini movie, Grecian rang the Swan
River Trust (SRT) emergency line.
We kept the City of Canning and SERCUL
in the loop and got some good and simple
advice from SERCUL’s Julie Robert about
tracking back the source by following the
roadside drains with the grills over them.
The SRT took samples and were able to
sleuth the culprits the next day who acknowledged what they had been doing
and were fined under the Act.

[9 September]

[9 September]

[Keating]

[11 September]

[AGM]

Community minded P&N Credit Society by Colma Keating
Special thanks to the Police & Nurses Credit Society (P&NCS) who have waived fees on CRREPA’s account because
we are a local community group and were being penalised for not having significant and regular deposits.
CRREPA has had both a working account and a fixed term deposit with P&NCS since 1996.
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The Big Winter Storm by Grecian Sandwell
The forecast of extreme high tides this winter by Dr Matt Eliot (Coastal Engineer) was accurate. Together with a violent winter storm the results were the worst in over 20 years. Many trees were uprooted and large swathes of established sedge banks disappeared including the plantings done in 1995 by CRREPA and the Murdoch Branch of the
Wildflower Society. In particular, severe riverbank erosion occurred at Corinthian Avenue and along the stretch between Doric and Fifth Avenues. The photos show uprooted sedges (17 years old) and the undermining of the foreshore opposite 187 Riverton Drive, Shelley.

[Keating]

[Keating]

[Keating]

Hourly weekday foreshore sessions are becoming popular.
To join us please contact Grecian 9354 9734 or CRREPA@gmail.com

Potting up session at the City of Canning Nursery by Grecian Sandwell
Thanks to all involved in our potting session on 3 August at the City of Canning nursery. Hundreds of tube stock were
‘potted on’ into larger containers to promote stronger root development before planting out. This dramatically improves their survival rate. In some of our sites, using these more developed plants a 90% survival has been recorded.

[Keating]
After

storm 2009

High tide 2009

[Photos Ken
Keesing]
Restoration
work
2010
[Keating]

Please check your mailing label on the front page.
If the word “Expired ” appears, your subscription is DUE NOW.

CRREPA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
Please detach and return this form (with your subscription) either:
by DIRECT CREDIT
BSB: 806015
Account No: 1528154
Account Name: CRREPA
Reference: YOUR NAME

OR

by POST
CRREPA Treasurer
PO Box 3079 Shelley 6148

OR

by HAND
CRREPA Treasurer
187b Riverton Drive Shelley

I/We __________________________ ________________ & ______________________________________________
(family name)
(first names of members)
wish to renew our membership for:
(circle appropriate section)

1 year (to 31 March 2013)
5 years (to 31 March 2017)

_______________________________ __________________2012
(signature)
(date)

$5.50 (single / family)
$20.00 (single / family)

$2.20 (student)
$10.00 (student)

$___________
(amount enclosed/deposited) e

(e-mail) ________________________________________________________________
Please circle if you are interested in RECORDING, SEED COLLECTION, REVEGETATION, BIRD SURVEY
or COMMITTEE activities. About 1-2 hours per month. ANY HELP IS APPRECIATED.
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[Keating

CRREPA Big Day Out Weeding by Grecian Sandwell
Despite a very blustery day with impending
storms 22 members of CRREPA and the Lions
Club of Booragoon braved the elements on Sunday 10 June to do important weeding along the
foreshore opposite Mt Henry Bridge.
The main weed was a ground spreading primrose (Oenothera sp.). The cover photo of Elna
Quinlan demonstrates the unbelievable size that
some of them had attained.
Due to the size of the plants we very quickly realised we could not follow our normal routine of
bagging the weeds to reduce the likelihood of
more seeds fluttering off, and thus increasing
future weed establishment. We ended up with
heaps of weeds for collection by City of Canning
(CCC) and a feeling of satisfaction.
[Keating]

The work was followed by a celebratory morning
tea sheltering from the winds. (See page 8)

Apart from our ‘Big Day Out’ three groups continue with monthly hands on sessions. Thanks to our members who regularly participate in these events.
The modified drain at Zenith Street was cleaned of storm debris that was then
used to reinforce the barrier between sedges and grassed areas. (See photo on
page 7)

[Keating]

Following extreme high tides in June the City of Canning Parks and Gardens officers collected storm debris and, at
CRREPA’s request, dumped it near Shelley Bridge. This debris consists mainly of broken down sedge leaves. As a trial it
will be spread over the area that was planted up in 2005 with Eucalyptus rudis, Melaleuca cuticularis and M. rhaphiophylla. This site appears to have been used as a dump, maybe for roadworks, and as a result the soil is poor. If successful
the debris should breakdown over time and build up the soil making understory planting possible.

Bushcare Major Day Out by Ken Keesing
In perfect sunny weather on Sunday 9 September, 32 members of CRREPA and the Lions Club of Booragoon spread the
storm debris around our earlier plantings. Some members weeded the area and others collected a large amount of rubbish. Our environmental awareness display also attracted the attention of many of the dual path users. We concluded the
day with a very enjoyable social get together around the ‘Sausage Sizzle’ (See page 8).
Congratulations to all who assisted as the area was left in a much more healthy and attractive condition. It was a very fitting recognition of Bushcare Day.

[Keesing]

[Keesing]

[Keesing]

[Keesing]

[Keesing]
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[Keesing]

[M Dahlem]
[Harris]

Join
FREE
Bird Walks
On the

Canning Foreshore**

Hoary-headed Grebes

by Grecian Sandwell

During winter clusters of hoary-headed grebes have been
sighted on the river. Groups of 40-80 are very common with one
count at 140 birds. At times they can be seen fishing as a group,
all diving together whilst the lazy attendant gulls float above in
the hope of a feed of scraps.
To reduce food needs grebes will often obtain heat from the sun
by directing tail towards the sun and spreading feathers allowing
the rays to heat its back. Hoary-headed grebes are widespread
throughout Australia in both fresh and saline water.

hosted by

After

CRREPA
**66 species recorded, including
29 waterbirds, 5 raptors
Book with Grecian: 9354 9734
[Keating]

Other bird notes

by Grecian Sandwell

The white-faced herons have used last year’s
nest to raise another two chicks.

[Keating]

Pied oystercatchers have been regular visitors
along the foreshore, often seen at low tide on the
sandbar at the Beatrice Avenue drain.
Numerous sightings of striated pardalotes feeding
on the ground near Doric Street.
Swans with their four, then three, then two cygnets regularly seen between Salter Point and the
Shelley jetty.

Foreshore real estate

[Keating]
[Keating]

by Colma Keating

Last edition (CRREPA News 36, page 5) Diane and Gary Matthews told us the story of the wood ducks that bred in
the Joe Tonga nesting box in their front garden and how they relocated it to a large Tuart tree on the Shelley Foreshore (near Beatrice Avenue) following City of Canning (CCC) approval. Well, the nesting box has certainly been
popular with a number of Pink and Grey Galah pairs considering it for their home. However, the phenomenon of potentially ringbarking the tree has been of great concern (see photo above).
There are a number of theories on why the galahs
do this, including to:
 get some dry mulch to line the bottom of their
hollow or nesting box
 kill off a large limb that over time will create a
future nesting hollow (very considerate for the
next generations!)
 make it harder for predators such as monitor
lizards to climb the tree and get their eggs or
chicks.
Similar ring-barking has been done above the nesting box that CRREPA financed in the flooded gum
opposite 169 Riverton Drive, Rossmoyne. The
CCC is investigating Joe Tonga’s advice of placing
a collar of flywire around the trees so that the
galahs cannot complete a full ring-barking.

CRREPA NEWS No. 37 October 2012 Page 6

[Keating]

For just an hour a month…in your favourite spot… ‘Care for the Canning’
Bullcreek to Tuscan St meets on the last Sunday of the month. Contact Max Risbey 9457 1347
Tuscan St to Fifth Ave meets on the first Sunday of the month. Contact Anne Good 9330 5465
Fifth Ave to Beatrice Ave meets on the first Sunday of the month. Contact Grecian Sandwell 9354 9734
The Watersby to Wadjup Group is in need of a leader. This is a great opportunity for you to become more actively
involved in improving the local natural environment. Contact Grecian for more information.

[Keating]

LIVING DRAINS In June 2012, three years on from when the City of Canning modified drains at Nearwater
Way and Zenith Street, CRREPA volunteers cleaned accumulated storm debris that was then used to reinforce the barrier between sedges and grassed areas. These filtration basins are the best way of stripping unwanted nutrients and pollutants from storm water before it enters the river.
Birds along our foreshore.... How many can you find?
AVOCET

OSPREY

DARTER

OWL

GREBE
HERON
PARDALOTE
PARROT
SPOONBILL
IBIS

SWAN

MAGPIE

TERN

MUSK DUCK

WILLIE WAGTAIL

GRAPHICS: Open Clip Art Gallery

Can you find the two white-faced heron chicks?(See also page 8)

Having a party?
CRREPA’s 30 wine
glasses are available for
$10 hire

Our special thanks to
the City of Canning
for their assistance
with the cost of the
printing of our
CRREPA Newsletter.

Book from 9354 9734

We are very grateful for
the support provided by
SERCUL.
To see your CRREPA
Newsletter in COLOUR
view or download it
from their website.
www.sercul.org.au/
crrepa.html

Your local Canning River Residents Environment Protection Association
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PO Box 3079
Shelley 6148

[C O’Neill]

Black Swan rests happily on a “Convict Fence” post

[Keating]

Our youngest volunteer
Angus, Joan & Brian Munro’s grandson lending a hand
with the weeding at the Rob Bruce site on 24 June 2012.

A pleasant conclusion to our
‘Bushcare Major Day Out’ at the
Shelley Bridge site on 9 September
(See page5). Many thanks to ‘Chef’
Tony Stokes and ‘A/Chef’ Brian Munro
for a great savoury morning tea.

[Keesing]

[Keating]

[C O’Neill]

Enjoying a hot ‘cuppa’ after a cold windy morning weeding
opposite Mt Henry on 10 June 2012.

White Faced Heron

[Keesing]
Galah in nesting box at Fifth Ave site on 25 September 2012.
[Keesing]

Eastern Great Egret
[Keating]

Finding out how we are going to spread the ‘Page 1 mulch’,
Shelley Bridge on 9 September 2012.

CRREPA NEWS No. 37 October 2012 Page 8

[Keating]

One of two whitefaced heron
chicks reared on
foreshore in same
nest used in
2011. They have
survived two
severe storms.
(See if you can
find them both on
page 7?)

