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Welcome to Term 3
Welcome to Term 3.  The year is flying 
past! 

This edition includes information 
about the upcoming Wired for Science 
Community Expo and an associated  
‘design a logo’ competition for primary 
school students with fantastic prizes 
to be won.

There is also information on upcoming 
PL opportunities including the ever 
popular Canoeing on the Canning, 
hosted by SERCUL.  Book your place 
now to avoid missing out!

SERCUL are proud to announce a new 
partnership with Yelakitj Moort and an 
exciting new education program called  
Booyi Cultural Program. Check out 
what is on offer on page 2.

We still have planting opportunities 
available so contact me now if you 
would like to get your students out 
into our wonderful environment.

Amy Krupa
Phosphorus Awareness Project

 
Like SERCUL on Facebook and keep 

up-to-date with everything that is 
happening in landcare. 

In celebration of National Science Week (13 – 21 
August), AAEE WA, City of Canning, SERCUL, 
CREEC, DPaW and the Australian Government 
presents this year’s Community Science Expo to 
be held at CREEC on Sunday 21 August 2016 from 
10am to 3pm. The day will focus on investigating the 
technology and connections in science with hands 
on, interactive activities, workshops, presentations 
and displays for the whole community with a focus 
on science and sustainability. Highlights include 
robotics, Scitech shows, native animal encounters, 
Great Gardens workshop, free native plant give 
aways and much more! Entry is free and everybody 
is welcome to come along and enjoy the day.

Youth Competition
As with previous years, we are running the youth 
competition to design a logo for the event.  If your 
primary school is interested in participating, go to 
www.aaeewa.org.au to download the entry form, 
terms and conditions. Entries close on Wednesday 
10th August at 4pm.  There are fantastic student 
and school prizes to be won!

What’s Happening in Term 3?

Day to Day Sustainability in Early 
Childhood Settings

This workshop is free to attend and is for early 
childhood staff from long day care centres, 
out of school hours care services, family day 
care services, schools, kindergartens and 
playgroups in the Armadale area.
* Explore the meaning of sustainability;
* Consider what actions you are already taking 
towards sustainability;
* Learn about green cleaning, reducing waste, 
engaging children with nature and Noongar 
language;
* Share ideas with other educators;
* Plan your next sustainable steps.

WHEN: August 2nd and 9th, 4 hour workshop 
over two evenings.  

WHERE: My World Out of School Hours Care, 
57 Braemore St, Armadale

Please register with Kylie 
Hosking, Little Green Steps WA by 

Thursday 26th July: 
0418 602 281 

lgs@aaeewa.org.au
www.littlegreenstepswa.org.au

 Book Your Place Now!

Clean Schools Workshop
This FREE PL session is for primary 
and secondary schools wanting 
to learn how to change littering 
behaviour at school. The Clean 
Schools program provides a step-
by-step guide on how to run a whole 
school litter prevention campaign.

WHEN: Thursday 11 August 2016, 
1pm – 4pm
WHERE: Ellenbrook Place Office, 
90 Main Street, Ellenbrook

For more information or to reserve 
your place email samantha.

culbertson@kabc.wa.gov.au or 
phone 6467 5123. 

kabc.wa.gov.au

Join us at the Community Science Expo 
Wired for Science!
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Phosphorus Awareness 
Project 

Resources for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project 
is concerned about the high levels of 
nutrients that are causing the growth of 
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning 
Rivers and associated wetlands. The 
project offers opportunities to school 
and youth groups including:

• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive, 
fun programs where students learn 
about catchments, nutrients and algae 
through a catchment story or river 
food web.

• Building a Frog Habitat is a must have 
incursion if a school is considering 
building a 
frog habitat.  
Students learn 
about the 
frogs of the 
Perth Region 
and listen to 
their calls. All 
the essential 
elements in constructing a frog habitat 
is also covered.

• Go Fish! allows students to learn 
about the diversity of fish that live in 
our local waterways and what we can 
do to protect our native fish.

• Clean Drains River Gains allows  
students to learn about the links 
between drains and pollution through 
stencilling drains at school.

• Planting Opportunities allow students 
to plant local native species into 
rehabilitation sites and learn why this 
is important (available Jun–Oct).

• Resource Sheets are available based 
around the nutrient issue.

• Nutrient Display explains the problem, 
cause and solution to nutrients and 
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful 
display.

For further information or to book an 
incursion or a display to be set up in your 

school please contact: 
Amy Krupa on 9458 5664 

or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

Algae Busters Page

Booyi Cultural Program
Join the Booyi Cultural Program and follow the footsteps of the Noongar people 
to experience firsthand how they used the materials from the land to provide 
food, water and shelter!

The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare (SERCUL) and Yelakitj Moort are 
thrilled to join together to present the Booyi Cultural Program, an exciting interactive 
educational program that celebrates the understanding and appreciation of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures.

Students participating in the Booyi Cultural Program will embark on a journey through 
the magnificent bushland and wetland areas around the Yule Brook Homestead and 
discover the traditional practices of the Noongar people and their connection to the land. 
The Canning River and Yule Brook that meander 
past the homestead provides the perfect 
opportunity for students to learn about native 
birdlife and the practical uses of native plants. 
Stories from local Aboriginal Elders will further 
illuminate an understanding of Indigenous 
history and the impacts of colonisation and 
settlement on local communities.

The Booyi Cultural Program is an inspiring 
program that offers a variety of exciting hands-
on activities, including interactive nature walks, 
bush-tucker workshops, cultural-history lessons 
and dreamtime storytelling.

Example Activity  Description
Yule Brook Walk   Learn how to build a Mia-Mia (traditional shelter).
Djinang!    Learn about bush tucker and medicine. 
Ochre Walk   Learn how to create indigenous art.
Canning River Walk  Learn about the native birds.
Kooroop/Balga Bush  Learn about the traditional uses for the Balga Bush.
Djinang Zamia!   Learn about the traditional uses of the Zamia.
Yonga Skin Talk   Learn about the traditional uses for animal skin.
Making a Kodja   Learn how to make traditional stone tools.
Story Telling   Learn about the history of the Noongar people.

Example Excursion Package:   To make a booking contact: 
Activities: Smoking ceremony and the   Tarnisha Ogilvie
choice of three of the above activities.  9458 5664
Location: 1 Horley Rd, Beckenham, WA  booyi@sercul.org.au 
Duration: 3 hours (includes morning tea & lunch)
Class size: 1 class (30 students)
Price: On application

Did you know that ‘Booyi’ is
Noongar for Long-Necked
turtle? Long-Necked turtles
are a significant indication

that our waterways and rivers
are healthy. In fact, many of

SERCUL’s rehabilitation sites
are the homes to Long-Necked 

turtles!

Noongar Seasons Poster
SERCUL have produced a new resource that 
compliments our Bush Tucker program. The Noongar 
Seasons A2 poster showcases the six Noongar 
seasons and some of the local plant species used 
during those seasons. The poster costs $5 inc GST if 
picked up from SERCUL or $15 inc GST if you would 

like one posted to your school.

Contact Amy on 9458 5664 or email  
amykrupa@sercul.org.au to order one now!

Further details about this 
exciting new program will be 

available soon!
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Contact CREEC Education Officer,  
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or  

creec@canning.wa.gov.au 
to book your excursion now!

CREEC offers a number of K-Y12 
programs which allows students 
to learn about the local natural 

environment in interactive ways.

Middle Childhood
Take a Dip – Exploring river ecosystems

Explore a 
whole world 
of biodiversity 
beneath the water! 
Students use water 
sampling methods 
to investigate the 

diversity of aquatic life.

$7 per student (1.5 hrs)

Early Adolescence
Testing Testing H20–A comparison of 

water quality
Did you know 
salt water can 
travel upstream? 
Get hands on 
with scientific 
equipment and 
monitor water 
quality in a riverine habitat.

$7 per student (1.5 hrs)

Woodloes Homestead
Looking for an excursion that links with 
local history? Woodloes Homestead in 
Cannington is a wonderful example of 
a traditional colonial home built in the 
1870’s. 

Guided tours and curriculum-linked 
resources are available to schools. 

Contact CREEC for school bookings, 
contact details are below.

Algae Busters Page

Canoeing on the Canning PL Opportunity
Friday, 21 October 2016

Canoeing on the Canning is a full-day professional 
learning opportunity, held during National Water Week in 
October by SERCUL.
On the day, expect to:

► learn about the Indigenous connections to the 
river;

► explore the local biodiversity;
► learn about the fresh and salt water ecosystems 

of the area; and
► hear about the key environmental issues that 

threaten the Canning River ecosystem while canoeing and on foot.
Register early to avoid disappointment as the day is capped at 20 participants. 

See the attached flyer for further information.

Call Amy on 9458 5664 or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au to register.

 

• Young Re-inventor of the Year •
 
Young people will solve problems and put their 
creativity to the test in this exciting initiative that 
encourages you to reuse, repurpose and upcycle 
used items before throwing them away.
Share in $1500 in prizes including worm farms, 
compost bins, waste avoidance workshops and 
sustainability books.
The theme for 2016 is Wearable Waste! Re-invent 
rubbish into something you can wear or upcycle 
old clothes or accessories into something new and 
send us a photo of your creation. It’s that simple. 
Entries from individuals, classes or whole schools 
are welcome at both a Primary and High School level.
 
How to enter:
* Register the details of your school and how many students or classes will be 
participating.
* Complete your Wearable Waste re-invention. Take a photo and submit it by Monday 
24 October. Your submission should include photos of your invention along with a brief 
description (200 words maximum) of who made it and why.
 
To enter go to the Switch your Thinking website.

Please contact Kerry Mazzotti (Switch your Thinking! Project Officer) should you wish 
to discuss the initiative in more detail.

T 08 9397 3208 | M 0428 917 898 | E kmazzotti@gosnells.wa.gov.au
 
Please Note: Young Re-inventor of the Year 2016 is currently only accepting entries 
from schools, individuals or community groups from Switch your thinking member 
Councils (Cities of Armadale, Belmont, Canning, Gosnells, Mandurah, Perth, South 
Perth, Vincent and Wanneroo, Towns of Cambridge and Victoria Park and the Shires 
of Murray and Serpentine Jarrahdale).
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Drones, Droids and Robots
The National Science Week 
school theme for 2016 is 
Drones, Droids and Robots 
which embraces the technology 
in STEM. A teacher resource 
has been developed and is now 
available as a web-based digital 
book on the ASTA website. 

It is a bumper 92 pages of 
information on drones, droids 
and robots, including history, 
science fact v’s science fiction, 
research from some Australian 
universities, plenty of activities 
and links to videos, interactives 
and latest developments in the 
industry and how you can get 
involved. I am sure that you will 
find something to inspire both you and your students.

Click here to go to the Drones, Droids and Robots Book 

Algae Busters Page

The SERCUL Educators wish 
to thank our major sponsor.

For further information please 
contact:  

 
Amy Krupa

Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au

P| 9458 5664 
W| www.sercul.org.au

1 Horley Road, Beckenham, WA

ALGAE BUSTER
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AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

(WA CHAPTER)

SERCUL is a proud member of the:

Sustainable Schools WA Alliance

Important Dates – Term 3, 2016
29 Jul Schools Tree Day 

treeday.planetark.org/schools/index.cfm

13-21 Aug National Science Week
 www.scienceweek.net.au/

21 Aug                Community EXPO: Wired for Science
                            www.aaeewa.org.au

22-28 Aug Keep Australia Beautiful Week 
kab.org.au/events/kabweek2016/

All Sep National Biodiversity Month 
www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/biodiversity-
month

5-11 Sep National Landcare Week 
landcareaustralia.org.au/

7 Sep National Threatened Species Day 
11 Sep  Sustainable House Day 

sustainablehouseday.com/

23 Sep Last Day of Term 3
21 Oct Canoeing on the Canning

Did You Know?
Dolphins live in the Swan-Canning Rivers with a community of approximately 20-25 dolphins using the 

river almost every day.
This group of Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphins includes several adult females with dependent calves, 
one or two ‘alliances’ of tightly-bonded adult males, and a large group of sociable youngsters. 
Research indicates that many, if not all the Swan River dolphin community are likely to have grown 
up in the Swan River and have local knowledge that is important to their survival. These dolphins are 
likely to know where the fish are available to eat and return to these spots regularly.

Research through the Dolphin Watch project has identified the dolphins by the distinctive shape of 
their dorsal fins and valuable information has been collected about their range, habitat, behaviour 
and feeding. The Dolphin Watch project has an identification chart of the Swan River dolphin 
community’s dorsal fins that helps volunteers to identify sighting of these mammals.

To become an official Dolphin Watcher and actively participate in the Dolphin Watch project, join 
River Guardians and attend a free Dolphin Watch training session.

The Dolphin Watch project is a partnership between the Department of Parks and Wildlife River Guardians program and Murdoch and 
Curtin Universities.

www.scienceweek.net.au
13-21 August
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