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ENJOY YOUR FORESHORE RESPONSIBLY 

 

 

Members please contact us by phone (9354 9734) or email (CRREPA@gmail.com) or postal address (PO Box 3079 Shelley 6148) 
To see your CRREPA Newsletter in COLOUR view or download it from the SERCUL website. 

www.sercul.org.au/crrepa.html 
Please ‘like’ us on Facebook by viewing  ‘Canning River Residents Environment Protection Association’ 

[Stanley] 

The last remaining estuarine lagoon on the Swan-Canning river system at Salter Point could come under 

significant pressure if ambitious plans for an expanded cycling network in Perth come to fruition.  
 
The State Government’s Perth Transport Plan for 3.5 Million People and Beyond, which was launched in July this year, 
has proposed two new crossings to be built over the Canning River from Rossmoyne and Shelley when Perth’s 
population reaches 3.5 million: from the Fifth Avenue-Riverton Drive intersection to Salter Point and along the 
pipeline from just before Shelley Bridge to Centenary Avenue, Wilson.  

While there are a number of conservation considerations with the so-called Pipeline Bridge, as long as these are 
accommodated CRREPA has no objection to this proposed development. A number of CRREPA members have long 

advocated unsuccessfully for greater use of existing  
infrastructure with a dual purpose crossing on top of the 
pipeline.  

There are however significant issues with the proposed 
Salter Point Bridge. According to the Plan’s broad scale map, 
Karel-Fifth Avenue would form a north-south “strategic 
route” to the proposed bridge. From Salter Point it is  
proposed that three cycle routes would branch out – west 
along a proposed new dual pathway to Mt Henry and the 
Kwinana Freeway principal shared (pedestrian/cycle) 
pathway (PSP); north by road to Manning and Como; and 
north-east by existing pathways and roads to Curtin  
University, linking with the existing and proposed new dual 
use paths around the north foreshore of the Canning River 
to Shelley Bridge.                                                     
 

 

CRREPA OPPOSES BIKE BRIDGE PLAN 

Stanley 

Stanley 

Proposed crossing point of the Salter Point Bridge 

Lagoon at Salter Point 



Cont... 

On the southern bank of the Canning River, downstream from 
the proposed bridge is some of the best Eucalyptus rudis 
(Flooded Gum) and Melaleuca rhaphiophylla (Swamp Paper-
bark) between Bull Creek and Shelley Bridge. It is quite  
conceivable that many people would start their journey at the 
Fifth Avenue intersection with resultant parking congestion 
and no real scope to increase the amount of parking available.  

On the other side of the river, the Salter Point lagoon and its 
surrounds form the 'Lagoon Conservation Area'. Its location at 
the end of a dead-end road has been valuable in protecting it 
from misuse and visitor pressure. The significant conservation 
value of the relatively undisturbed Subtropical and Temperate 
Coastal Saltmarsh vegetation was acknowledged in 2000 as 
part of Bush Forever Site 333, listed with ‘vulnerable status’ as 
a Western Australia Priority Ecological Community and listed in 2013 as a ‘Threatened Ecological Community’  
under the Federal Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 

The area also has high conservation value as habitat for bushbirds and waterbirds including pelicans, swans, rails, 
terns (caspian and crested), silver gulls and cormorants that are regularly observed in the shallow water at the 
southern tip of Salter Point. The adjacent lagoon also provides a sanctuary for resting, feeding and breeding.  

A recent visit by CRREPA committee members came across a  
number of rainbow bee-eaters which are now rarely seen along the 
lower Canning and would use the steep sandy hillsides running 
down to the river for their nesting tunnels. Among significant plants 
they saw were Nuytsia floribunda (WA Christmas Tree), Melaleuca 
cuticularis (Saltwater Paperbark),  M. rhaphiophylla (Swamp Paper-
bark), Casuarina obesa (Saltwater Sheoak) and Banksia menziesii 
(Firewood Banksia) and herbs including: Dasypogon bromeliifolius 
(Pineapple Bush), Cotula coronopifolia, Senecio sp. and, Samolus  
repens. 

To avoid compromising places of environmental significance, like the 

Lagoon Conservation Area, the Plan proposes the installation of 

boardwalks and floating pontoons. This would probably require the 

Point to be bordered on both sides by floating pontoons which might 

be great for cyclists and pedestrians but have a permanent visual impact on that narrow section of the river, possi-

ble impacts on bird habitat and vegetation if people were able to walk from the pontoons onto the Conservation  

Area. They may also make access for waterbirds far more difficult. The pontoons would have to extend much or all 

of the way around Aquinas Bay and Mt Henry to link up with the Kwinana PSP, which could also pose some river 

access challenges for the Christian Brothers and the College's rowing teams.   

 Blessing of the River     

 

Event Details    Sunday 15th January 2017 
Time              10am—1pm 
Venue     Shelley Beach Foreshore Park, Riverton Drive, Shelley 
Cost      Free 
Other Information:   Food available for purchase/No bottled water—refill stations available so 
bring your own waterbottle/ BYO seating & picnic blankets 
 

drop in for a chat  at the CRREPA display 
The City of Canning and the Department of Parks and Wildlife present Blessing of the River, an eco-conservation 
event to draw attention to the beauty of the Swan Canning River. The event aims to encourage participation in  
water activities to utilise our places and spaces, with free trials from local kayak, canoe and stand up paddle board 
companies. A traditional Welcome to Country to honour the land will start the day, followed by a Dragon Boat race, 
delicious brekky food trucks, and live music. Wander through our local eco stalls, participate in a workshop, or have 
a read in our "take a book, leave a book" library. 
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Pelicans and swans at the southern tip of Salter Point 

Rainbow bee-eater at the Lagoon Conservation Area 
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Some of you would have witnessed one or more of the large number of feeding frenzies along the river in 

the past few months. As a curious observer I decided to look into what causes this phenomenon. 

I had conversations with a Habitat officer at Recfishwest and a scientist at the Department of Parks and Wildlife  
Rivers and Estuaries Division to find out what influenced the number of baitfish in the river system as this seems to 
be the fish the birds are catching. Their suggestions were that the baitfish normally have boom bust cycles where 
one year they’re abundant and the next they’re not. These cycles are getting further and further apart where they 
might have had three good years and one bad, they now have three good and three bad. Although these fish species 
are short lived their populations can fluctuate greatly and recover quickly.   

Also, the amount of rain we have had has seen good flows into the river system helping to oxygenate the water and 
clear out weeds and algae keeping the ecosystem healthy. It also delivers nutrients to the river and the fish feed on 
the nutrients from the stirred up river bed sediment. This year has been one of the longest times they have had the  
boards open at Kent St Weir to allow the flow through.   

As to how the birds know where the fish are is a combination of high-power vision, visual cues and sense of smell.  
Birds are tuned into visual cues from one and another. The wings of some birds diving flash white in the sun and can 
be seen for miles around. This is why one feeding bird can quickly turn into several dozen in a matter of minutes.  

Pelicans often herd baitfish into the shallows and use their bottom bills as a scoop. Similarly, dolphins surround a 
school of fish to concentrate them, after that one or two take turns to come from the bottom and collect the largest 
amount of fish possible.  

FEEDING FRENZIES ON THE  CANNING 
by Sue Stanley 

Stanley 

Stanley Stanley Stanley 
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We must preserve Perth’s remarkable bush remnants 
 
CRREPA President, Stephen Johnston writes: I have often tried to imagine what the area around my home would 
have looked like before it was swallowed up by the city. In Perth I do not have to rely on my imagination. In the bush 
of Kings Park and Bold Park to the smaller reserves like Harry Sandon Park in Alfred Cove and Yagan Wetland on our 
doorstep, I can block my ears to the traffic noise, ignore the weeds and see the country much like the original  
Noongar and our forebears saw it. Thanks to Perth’s infertile soils; until recent decades the geographical limitations 
on WA’s economic development and therefore the growth of Perth; effective action by some local communities; a bit 
of government foresight; some private generosity and a bit more luck, we are extraordinarily fortunate to still have 
many small areas of remnant vegetation scattered around the metro area. But with the huge pressure to use vacant 
land for housing and commercial/industrial development, the future protection of some of these areas is far from 
assured. 

 
Immediate-past CRREPA president, Colma Keating, 
worked as a botanist on Perth’s original public policy frame-
work 'Bush Forever: Keeping the Bush In the City' that aims to 
protect the biodiversity of 51,000 ha of bushland represent-
ing the 26 vegetation complexes of the Swan Coastal Plain 
portion of the Perth Metropolitan Region. It includes natural 
areas already in (eg Canning River Regional Park) and out of 
(eg Perth Airport) the conservation estate. 

With the State election looming next year, Colma writes about 
her volunteer work with the Urban Bushland Council (UBC) on 
their 'Neighbourhood Nature Campaign' to raise the public 
and political profile of urban bushland and to gain commit-
ment for the full implementation and proper management of 
Bush Forever sites………………..   

In 2000 the Richard Court Liberal Government endorsed Bush Forever with the plan of acquiring all of the privately 
owned sites for the conservation estate with funds from our state's Metropolitan Regional Investment Fund (MRIF). 
The MRIF’s money comes from taxes on land development and sales of government properties surplus to require-
ments. Introduced in the 1980s, the fund has been used to buy back Swan River foreshores, to protect the face of the 
Darling Scarp, to implement part of the Bush Forever program, to progressively acquire land for long term transport 
corridors and to secure essential sites for infrastructure.  

"If you think you are too small to be effective, you've never been to bed with a mosquito!" 

The UBC is focussing on how individuals and small groups can have a 
significant impact by visiting the electoral offices of their local MPs, 
using their democratic privilege to put their concerns and suggestions 
to the person who is representing them. I am designing and  
facilitating a short workshop for friends of bushland and wetland  
areas where we can gain a better understanding of our power in visit-
ing our local MP. We will look at how government works and build on 
the practical and quite startling advice from government lobbyists, 
that: 

 MPs are often more highly driven by the thinking of a constitu-
ent (aka voter) than an expert who is not from their electorate. 

 Ministers start to get concerned when they have just three of 
their backbench colleagues hassling them about an issue  
because they have constituents coming into their offices raising 
concerns. When it gets to 10 it becomes a significant issue for 
the Minister. 

Another prong of the Campaign is to brief candidates and their  
campaign managers from all parties about both Bush Forever and 
Banksia Woodlands and encourage local groups to invite candidates 
to have a walk in the local bushland in their electorate. I have also 
joined Mary Gray, the president of UBC and other affiliate members 
for a series of meetings and briefings across government aimed at 
raising the understanding of Bush Forever and commenting on the 
impacts of proposed developments on Bush Forever sites.  

Johnston 

Yagan wetlands 

Anstey-Keane damplands 

Stanley 

Stanley 

Salter Point  Lagoon  Conservation  Area 



Eastern Great Egrets: (Ardea alba) are a large Heron 

with all-white plumage .  

They are often confused with other white egrets but can be 
distinguished by the length of their neck which is greater 
than the length of their bodies with a noticeable kink two-
thirds of the way up. In the 19th century the Eastern Great 
Egret was hunted for their plumage which was popular in 
ladies fashion. 

Eastern Great Egrets are often seen in rivers, swamps, 
lakes and estuaries. They are carnivores and feed on 
fish, frogs, crustaceans, insects and occasionally 
reptiles. They stand alone in the shallow water, often 
motionless, before they spear their prey with their 
long yellow bills. They have difficulty eating large fish 
and often have them snatched from their bills by 
raptors.   

The Eastern Great Egrets breed in colonies, often with heron, cormorants, spoonbills and ibis. They build their nests 

in trees over the water and often use the previous years’ nest. The nest comprises of a large platform of dry branches 

and sticks with a shallow basin for eggs and the young. Both sexes incubate and care for the young.  

Eastern Great Egrets 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS and THANK YOUs 
 

We are very grateful for:  
the support provided by the City of Canning and SERCUL; and grant money provided by Lotterywest. 
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Your Sundowner Invitation 
 

WHEN:               Sunday 4th December at 5.30pm 
WHERE:                      Shelley Beach Reserve (near Beatrice Avenue roundabout) 
                       A shady spot with a beautiful view 
  

CRREPA PROVIDES:   Roast Chickens and glasses 
 
BYO:              Salad or nibbles to share 
                           As well as your drinks, picnic utensils, chairs, rugs etc 
 

RSVP for catering by  November 25th: Roslyn 9457 4590 
      CRREPA@gmail.com 

Stanley 

Stanley 



WEBITES OF INTEREST 
River Guardians                                         http://www.riverguardians.com   (inc Dolphin Watch) 

Birds of the Canning River                         http://www.canningriverbirds.com   

Friends of Forrestdale      http://www.forrestdalefriends.com.au (Anstey-Keane damplands) 
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The orange flowers we don’t want to see 
 

Its pretty flowers and hardiness made it an attractive plant for 

Australian gardens, but like so many plants imported from South 
Africa it quickly became a very invasive weed. The Cape tulip’s 
orange flowers have emerged in large numbers along the Canning 
this year thanks to the heavier winter and spring rainfall. 

CRREPA members raised concerns with the City of Canning on 30  
September about a large number of Cape tulips around Wadjup Point. 
The Council was quick to respond with an application of 22-DPA spray 
on 5 October which appears to have had some effect. Council workers 
treated the Cape tulips right along the Rossmoyne-Shelley section of 
the foreshore in late October.  

Cape tulips are members of a large family of plants - Iridaceae – that comprises both introduced and native species. 
In WA there are reputedly 62 members of the family, 15 natives and 47 introduced, including two that are unfortu-
nately common to Perth nature reserves, the freesia and gladiolus, and a third, the watsonia, which is commonly 
seen alongside country roadsides.  

A WA Department of Agriculture leaflet says Cape tulips prefer heavier soils and can be seen alongside roadsides, 

wasteland and remnant bushland but they also grow on agricultural land, particularly permanent pastures where 

their highly toxic properties can make them fatal to grazing stock.  

Lotterywest Grant  
We have received the final items outstanding from our 2015/16 Lotterywest grant. The 
signs have already been put to good use at our weeding sessions and the banner is currently 
at the Riverton library with our CRREPA display.    

 

YOUR CRREPA COMMITTEE 2016 - 2017 
 

     President:           Stephen Johnston 
     Vice President:  Sallie Bryant   
     Secretary:  Elsie Fisher 
     Treasurer:  Bill Lambe 

 
 

Committee Members 
Grecian Sandwell, Roslyn Bartholomaeus,  

Sue Stanley, Dick Bolton and David Thwaites 
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Stanley Stanley 


