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LAKE FORRESTDALE

Lake Forrestdales a shallowseasonal lakef approximately220 hectaressituated 25 km southeast of Perth
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importanceand aRamsar Conventiowetland of international importancdt isa significansite for black wans,
manyspecies bducks and other waterfowl and migratory and nomgratory wading birds

In June oduly,Lake Forrestdalstarts to fill andabout the end of Septembeit, reachesits maximum depth

By earlysummer the lakeis usually dy. Thedepth of the lake varies from year to yedepending on rainfalf
these days it can be betweearound200 and 500nm. Decades ago the lake held a lot more wdten it does
now, andfor longerperiods S me years it did not dry up at albiminishingainfall, and ground water extraction
from govenment and private bores argsome of thereasons fothef | {1 SQa R&DBIE a A y 3
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Lake Forrestdalat dawn(December 2013)

A Place of Plenty

Before European settlementakeForrestdalenvas a special place féboriginal peoplevho camped arounds
shores and hunted fothe plentiful food to be found here Long-neckedturtles and other reptiles waterfowl
and their eggskoonacs andjilgiesmammalssuch as possumkangaroos andandicoots (quendagnd many
other animals that ar@ow locally extinctwould have beerpart ofthe dietof the indigaous peopleThe lake
was a place aibundancehen andthe Aboriginal peoplevho spent time heravould havelived well

Since European settlemeritake Forrestdalehasundergonesignificantchange andt is no longer the pristine
environmentit once was.Yet ¢ with its seaonal wet and dry fluctuationsts myriad moods and expressions
andthe array ofanimdsit sustainsg it is stillawild, nurturing place ofenduringbeauty. O



DRAGONFLIES-orrestdale

Dragonflies are aancient group binsects. Fossfinds tell us that they have lived on Earth for at least three
hundred million years, and that they precede even the dinosaurs. Early dragonflies were much largleeithan
presentday counterpartsattaining an imposing5 cm wingspanQther than that they have changed little in
form in all that time.

Dragonflies are formidable predators of flying insects Hray use their exceptionally keen eyesight to detect
prey, which they catch on the wing. In relationtteeir flying ability dragonflies outperform almost any other
animal. With wings that can operate together or independently, that can flap up and down or rotate backwar
and forwards, the aerial manoeuvrability of dragonflies is auspiring.

Dragonflies are beneficial to hums, since their prey includes
pests such as mosquitoes, which are consumed in large
numbers. Dragonflies need fresh water to breed and the
females, which are usually less colourful than the males, lay
their eggs either on the surface of the water or on atjc
| plants. When the nymphs hatch they remain in the water,
| predating on a range of aquatic invertebrates including
mosquito larvae. Thaquaticy @ YLIK I f LIKI a$sS 2
life issomewhat longer than the adybhase, which can heast
a few weeks omonths. While ponds, streams and wetlands
are required for breeding; andA 1 Q&a Ay (KSas$s
dragonflies will be seen in greater numbermany dragonfly

species will also haunt areas some distance from water.
Several species of dragonfly occur in the Forrestdale area, where they occupy a variety of habitats including
margins of Lake Forrestdale and other local wetlands, native bushland and home gardens. One of the n
striking local dragonflies (buty nomeansthe most common) is the Narroyebed Glider Tramea stenolobg
(above), a medium to large deep red draggndistinguished by the conspicuodarkened path atthe base of
its hind wingqa featureresultingini KS 02 Y Y 2S¢ddlg BaisS Addelithn members of this genls
Some of themore commonlocal dragonflies aréghe Blue Skimmertlje male is blue, the female is a muted
yellow with dark brown markings), and the Wandering Percher, a small bright red dragonfly with black markir
along its #domen. The female (pictured) is yellow with similar markings to the male. The females of this spec
appear to bemore plentiful than the mdes and are frequeiy seen inbushland where they are adept at
catching bushflies. They are truggidittle dragonfliesand will allowyou to get quite close. Iffou see one
perched on a nedy twig, and you standuietly, you maywitnessit dart from its perch angn a second or twp
land back on the twig with busHly in its mandibleg probablyone of thepeskyflies that havebeen following
you on your walk. The dragonfly will then proceecktt the fly, wings, legs and allSomedragonflyspecies
such as the Bluspotted Hawker(Adversaeschna brevistyland the Australian Emperohunt by tirelessly
patrolling their territorial patchand catching and eatg their prey on the wing. Thedarge impressive
dragonflies, along witthe other species mentioned are widespread in Austtalia

' - L
Blue Skimmer@rthetrum caledonicuin Australian Empero{emianax papuensis Wandering Perchbiglacodes bipunctaja




ANIMAL TRAGK®BKeane Road aligniesigyKeane Dampland

Wild animalsareinherentlytimid andsecretiveandas aresult, are notoften easyto see Manyare nocturnal
otherscrepusculalactiveat twilight), which makes thenall the morecryptic. Diurnalwild animalscanalsobe
difficult to observe as theysuallysee or heayoubefore youseethem and theirtypicalreaction is tarun away,
scuttlefor cover, or remain motionlesandrely on camouflage

for conceament.

A consequencef these elusive behaviours & U feasyio A
underestimate or overlookwildlife diversity in bushland
habitats.

Afascinating and noinvasive wayo gaugewildlife density in

a particulararea however,is to observeanimaltracks Sandy
tracksand firebreaks aréealplacesfor findingwildlife tracks

and AnsteyKeane Damplands especiallyrewarding in this
respect Here he grownd can resemblel Yy S Y0 NRB A F
sampler of intricate stitches ¢ sinuous stitch-like tracks
created by mammals, reptiles, birdBogsand invertebrates

that weavetheir way over the sand
Many of these tracks are intriguing andysteriousand leawe one puzzledas b what type of creaturs have
madethem. Cthers, such aghe lithe, sweeping marks afnakes andjoanna, orthe broad chunky traces of
bobtail skinksare easy to tell, as arhe footprints of kangaroos andandicoos. Birds, largeand smallJeave
footprints too as they walkhop or scurry acrosthe sard.

The firebreak running the length of the Keane Road alignmiiné location of the proposed éane Road
extension)displaysan abundance cdnimal trackof indescribablevariety. Thisclearly illustrateshe wealth of
life presentin this habitat If the road is built, much dhis wildlife will be eradicatedO
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Animal trackson the firebreak along theKeane Roadlignment (1)the track of aD 2 dzft RQa { '\arBnudgauldy/ Z)lthe creator of this
track is unknown this and many other similar cryptic tracks are plentiful at AnsteyKeane (3) Southern Brown Bandicooti§oodon obesulus
tracks, this isone of several regularly useblandicoottrails crossig the firebreak along the KeanRdalignment; (4) track made bw 2 & Sy 6 S NJ

Goanna(Varanus rosenbergj (5) thetrack of a Western BobtailTiliqua rugosa rugosg (6)a bird track (horizontal) intersectsa track possbly
made by ayoungbandicoot.




