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Welcome to Term 3
Welcome to Term 3, we are over half 
way through the year!

This edition includes loads of 
opportunities for teachers and 
students to get involved with events 
and workshops happening in our 
catchment including the Community 
Science Expo and the Youth 
Competition that is part of the Expo, 
SERCUL’s Canoeing on the Canning 
which is being held again during 
National Water Week in October and 
the South Metro Regional Network 
meeting. There are also two other 
competitions for students to get 
involved with including the Young Re-
inventor of the Year and the UNAAWA 
Schools’ Sustainability Challenge.

We also showcase the six Noongar 
seasons and look at a plant that is 
very special to the Noongar people, 
the Marri.

Amy Krupa

Phosphorus Awareness Project
 

Like SERCUL on Facebook and keep 
up-to-date with everything that is 

happening in landcare. 

In celebration of National Science Week (12 – 20 
August), AAEE WA, City of Canning, SERCUL, 
CREEC, DPaW and the Australian Government 
presents this year’s Community Science Expo 
to be held at CREEC, and nearby locations, 
over four days from Thursday 17 - Sunday 20 
August 2017. The normal Expo will be held on 
Sunday from 10am to 2pm. The days will focus 
on investigating the cutting edge technology and 
innovations in science with hands on, interactive 
activities, workshops, presentations and displays 
for the whole community with a focus on science 
and sustainability. Highlights include robotics, 
Scitech shows, native animal encounters, free 
native plant give aways and much more! Entry is 
free and everybody is welcome to come along and 
enjoy the days.

Youth Competition
As with previous years, we are running the youth 
competition to design a logo for the event.  If your 
primary school is interested in participating, go to www.aaeewa.org.au to download the 
entry form, terms and conditions. Entries close on Wednesday 9th August at 4pm.  There 
are fantastic student and school prizes to be won!

CREEC What’s Happening in Term 3?

Community Science Expo 
Frontiers of Science

Plastic Free July
Joining the challenge is quite 
simple...choose to refuse single-use 
plastic during July. 

Plastic Free July aims to raise 
awareness of the problems with 
single-use disposable plastic and 
challenges people to do something 
about it.

 You’ll be joining a million+ people 
world-wide from 130 countries in 
making a difference.

Go to www.plasticfreejuly.org/ to 
accept the challenge and to find out 
why plastic is such a problem and 
hints on what we can do to avoid 
using single-use plastic.

South Metro Regional Network 
Group (Canning)

The South Metro 
Regional Network Group 
(Canning), which is 
part of the Sustainable 
Schools WA network, 
is holding its Term 3 
meeting on 8th August 
at Bannister Creek PS 
(BCPS) from 3.45pm-
6.00pm. 

Alicia Lilly from BCPS and Mady Colquhoun 
(Armadale PS) will be co-presenting on the 
theme of Noongar Culture including:
• A guided tour of BCPS’ new Bush Tucker 
garden and 

• A interactive presentation on WA curriculum 
links with Science and A & TSI. 

For further information about this network 
group and/or to register your interest in 
attending this meeting, please contact Hayley 
Bullimore (CREEC Centre Coordinator) by 
email at: hbullimore@canning.wa.gov.au.

http://www.sercul.org.au/signup/
http://www.aaeewa.org.au/documents/FoSPrimarySchoolLogoCompetitionTemplate.pdf
http://www.aaeewa.org.au/documents/FoSPrimarySchoolLogoCompetitionTemplate.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/SERCUL1
http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/ 
mailto:hbullimore%40canning.wa.gov.au?subject=


Phosphorus Awareness 
Project 

Resources for Schools
The Phosphorus Awareness Project 
is concerned about the high levels of 
nutrients that are causing the growth of 
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning 
Rivers and associated wetlands. The 
project offers opportunities to school 
and youth groups including:

•	Algae Buster Incursions are interactive, 
fun programs where students learn 
about catchments, nutrients and algae 
through a catchment story or river 
food web.

• Building a Frog Habitat is a must have 
incursion if a school is considering 
building a 
frog habitat.  
Students learn 
about the 
frogs of the 
Perth Region 
and listen to 
their calls. All 
the essential 
elements in constructing a frog habitat 
is also covered.

•	Go Fish! allows students to learn 
about	 the	diversity	of	fish	 that	 live	 in	
our local waterways and what we can 
do	to	protect	our	native	fish.

•	Clean Drains River Gains allows  
students to learn about the links 
between drains and pollution through 
stencilling drains at school.

•	Planting Opportunities allow students 
to plant local native species into 
rehabilitation sites and learn why this 
is important (available Jun–Oct).

•	Resource Sheets are available based 
around the nutrient issue.

•	Nutrient Display explains the problem, 
cause and solution to nutrients and 
algal blooms in our rivers in a colourful 
display.

For further information or to book an 
incursion or a display to be set up in your 

school please contact: 
Amy Krupa on 9458 5664 

or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au

Algae Busters Page

The Six Noongar Seasons
 
In the south west of Australia, the Noongar seasonal calendar includes six different 
seasons in a yearly cycle. 
Birak - First summer (season of the young), December - 
January - rains ease and the warm weather really starts to 
take hold. The afternoons are cooled by the sea breezes 
that abound from the southwest. This was the fire season, 
a time to burn the country in mosaic patterns. 
Bunuru - Second summer (season of the adolescence), 
February - March - the hottest time of the year with little 
to no rain. Hot easterly winds continue with a cooling 
sea breeze most afternoons if you’re close to the coast. 
Therefore, traditionally this was, a great time for living and 
fishing by the coast, rivers and estuaries. 
Djeran - Ant season (season of the adulthood), April - May 
- at last a break in the really hot weather. A key indicator 
of the change of season is the cool nights that bring dews 
in the early mornings. Traditionally, foods included the seeds that had been collected and 
stored for treatment from the Zamia last season along with the root bulbs of the Yanget 
(Bullrushes), fresh water fish, frogs and turtles.
Makuru - Cold and wet time of the year (fertility season), June - July - the coldest and 
wettest time of the year come into full swing. Traditionally, this was a good time of the year 
to move back inland from the coast as the winds turned to the west and south bringing the 
cold weather and rains.
Djilba - Growing season (season of conception), August - September - a transitional time 
of the year, with some very cold and clear days combining with warmer, rainy and windy 
days mixing with the occasional sunny day or two. Traditionally, the main food sources 
included many of the land based grazing animals as in the season before. These included 
the Yongar (kangaroo), the Waitj (emu) and the Koomal (possum).
Kambarang - Wildflower season (season of birth), October - November - an abundance of 
colours and flowers exploding all around us. The yellows of many of the Acacias continue 
to abound, along with some of the Banksias and many other smaller delicate flowering 
plants including the Kangaroo Paw and Orchids. Also during this time the Balgas will also 
start to flower, especially if they’ve been burnt in the past year or closely shaved.
SERCUL has a number of opportunities to participate in Noongar culture. Contact Amy 
Krupa on 9458 5664 or amykrupa@sercul.org.au to book a Bush Tucker incursion or if 
you would like to purchase a Noongar Seasons poster (above, $5 inc GST).  Contact the 
Booyi Program Coordinator on booyi@sercul.org.au to book a Booyi Cultural Program 
incursion or excursion.

Canoeing on the Canning PL Opportunity
Friday, 20 October 2017

Canoeing on the Canning is a full-day professional 
learning opportunity, held during National Water Week in 
October by SERCUL.
On the day, expect to:

► learn about the Indigenous connections to the 
river;

► explore the local biodiversity;
► learn about the fresh and salt water ecosystems 

of the area; and
► hear about the key environmental issues that 

threaten the Canning River ecosystem while canoeing and on foot.
Register early to avoid disappointment as the day is capped at 20 participants. 

See the attached flyer for further information.

Call Amy on 9458 5664 or email amykrupa@sercul.org.au to register.

mailto:amykrupa%40sercul.org.au?subject=
mailto:amykrupa%40sercul.org.au?subject=Bush%20Tucker
mailto:booyi%40sercul.org.au?subject=
http://www.sercul.org.au/our-projects/booyi-cultural-program/
mailto:amykrupa%40sercul.org.au?subject=Canoeing%20on%20the%20Canning


CREEC offers a number of K-Yr 12 
programs which allows students 
to learn about the local natural 

environment in interactive ways.

Middle Childhood
Weir-d Science

The Kent Street 
Weir on the 
Canning River 
provides a 
unique location 
to compare two 
river ecosystems. 
Students have the opportunity to 
investigate the role of the Weir, how it has 
altered the river system and how plants 
and animals have adapted to changes in 
the physical environment.

$7 per student (1.5 hrs)

Early Adolescence
Rivers at Risk

Students are introduced to natural and 
ecological hazards associated with river 
systems within an urban catchment such 
as drought, introduced species and 
eutrophication.

$7 per student (1.5 hrs)

Woodloes Homestead
Looking for an excursion that links with 
local history? Woodloes Homestead in 
Cannington is a wonderful example of 
a traditional colonial home built in the 
1870’s. 

Guided tours and curriculum-linked 
resources are available to schools. 

Contact CREEC for school bookings, 
contact details are below.

Algae Busters Page

 

Contact CREEC Centre Coordinator,  
Hayley Bullimore on 9461 7160 or  

creec@canning.wa.gov.au 
to book your excursion now!

NEW

NEW

 
• Young Re-inventor of the Year • 

Young people will solve problems and put 
their creativity to the test in this exciting 
initiative that encourages you to reuse, 
repurpose and upcycle before throwing away.

Share in $3000 in prizes including worm 
farms, compost bins, upcycling workshops 
and sustainability books.

Entries are now accepted from schools, 
early years learning centres, community 
groups and individuals 18 and under from 
across WA thanks to support from the Waste 
Authority.

The theme for 2017 is Gardens alive! Re-invent rubbish into something that brings your 
garden to life and send us a photo of your creation. It’s that simple. 

How to enter: Register the details of yourself or your school and how many re-inventions 
will be created. 
Complete your Gardens alive! re-invention. Take a photo and submit it by Monday 23 
October. Your submission should include photos of your invention along with a 

brief description (200 words maximum) of who made it and why. 

National Science Week School Theme 2017  
- Future Earth

The 2017 National Science Week school theme 
is Future Earth.  A teacher resource book has 
been produced which focuses on Australia’s 
sustainability science and highlights those 
issues that are unique to Australia.
The Future Earth teaching resource is available as 
an interactive online flip book and as a downloadable 
PDF that can be printed.

The resource book aims to raise awareness of 
sustainability science and all of the sciences – 
social, natural and applied – and encourage positive 
actions that make a direct contribution to the Earth 
becoming more sustainable. A Future Earth poster 
is also available to download.

There are a variety of ways you can get your 
students, class, year level, school and community 
involved in National Science Week (12 - 20 August).

Your participation can be as simple as a display in the school library, or as complex as a 
whole-school science fair. A National Science Week event should:
    * be fun for the participants
    * be focused on quality science outcomes
    * be supportive of your science curriculum
    * encourage the participants to want to try more science
    * raise the general profile of science within the community.

To find out more or to download the above mentioned resources go to - 
www.scienceweek.net.au/schools/

mailto:creec%40canning.wa.gov.au?subject=CREEC%20Excursions
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TQS9KM3
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/schools/


2017 Schools’ Sustainability Challenge  
Primary and secondary 
schools are invited to enter 
the 2017 UNAAWA Schools’ 
Sustainability Challenge 
recognising outstanding 
projects implementing the UN 
Global Goals for Sustainable 
Development. There are 17 
global goals with specific 
targets, which aim to achieve 
three things by 2030 – tackle 
extreme poverty, fight inequality 
and injustice and protect the 
planet.

School projects must address 
at least one of the Global Goals 
for Sustainable Development. 
Entry forms, evidence requirements and information on the 
selection process for the Awards are available at: www.unaa.
org.au/divisions/western-australia/wa-programs-for-schools/wa-
sustainability-challenge-program/

Entries close at 5pm, 20 September 2017.

Algae Busters Page

The SERCUL Educators wish 
to thank our major sponsor.

For further information please 
contact:  

 
Amy Krupa

Education and Promotion Manager
amykrupa@sercul.org.au

P| 9458 5664 
W| www.sercul.org.au

1 Horley Road, Beckenham, WA

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

(WA CHAPTER)

SERCUL is a proud member of:

Important Dates – Term 3, 2017
17 Jul First Day of Term 3
28 Jul Schools Tree Day 

http://treeday.planetark.org/schools/index.cfm

30 Jul  National Tree Day 
http://treeday.planetark.org

12-20 Aug  Natonal Science Week 
http://www.scienceweek.net.au

21-27 Aug  Keep Australia Beautiful Week 
http://www.kab.org.au

5-11 Sep National Landcare Week 
http://www.landcareaustralia.org.au

7 Sep National Threatened Species Day 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au

11 Sep Sustainable House Day 
http://www.sustainablehouseday.com

17 Sep Bushcares Major Day Out 
http://www.bushcaresmajordayout.org

22 Sep  Last Day of Term 3

Did You Know?
The Marri or Red Gum (Corymbia calophylla) is an important tree to the Noongar people and Black-
Cockatoos and is native to the south-west of WA.
This large tree grows to 60m and produces creamy white flowers in December - May.  They then 
produce honky nuts which were made famous by May Gibbs, author of the classic story, Snugglepot 
and Cuddlepie.
‘Marri’ comes from the Noongar language, where it is known as a medicine tree because of the red 
gum or ‘kino’. This was sprinkled onto wounds to prevent bleeding or mixed with water as a mouthwash 
or disinfectant as the tannin has antiseptic qualities. It can also be used as a medicine to treat an 
upset stomach and when mixed with water the resin can be rubbed on skin to treat eczema. Large  
quantities of the powdered gum were used to tan kangaroo skins.  The seeds from the honky nuts can 
be eaten while the blossoms (called ‘Ngumbit’) are soaked in water to make a sweet drink.
The Black-Cockatoo species of the south-west rely on trees like the Marri. The nuts, hollows and sturdy branches of this tree provide 
food, nesting and roosting habitat for Carnaby’s, Baudins and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos. Planting Marri’s in our gardens or on our 
properties will help these iconic bird species that are declining with lack of food sources a major contributor. Go to www.birdlife.org.
au/projects/southwest-black-cockatoo-recovery/choose-for-black-cockatoos-planting-initiative to find out what else you can plant to help 

these birds.
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