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SERCUL’s

Welcome to Term 3

T

erm 3 is upon us and so is the
wet weather! Now is the perfect
time to get your class learning
about our fast-filling waterways
and the plants and animals that live
in and around them!
SERCUL
offers
curriculum
linked incursions focusing on
Perth’s aquatic animals including
the long-necked turtle, frogs,
macroinvertebrates and native
and introduced fish. We also have
incursions that highlight how
humans are impacting upon the
aquatic environment including
the River Food Web, Algae Buster
and Aquatic Weed incursions.
Teachers can have their own fun
learning about the Canning River
at SERCUL’s annual Canoeing
on the Canning PD Day, which is
happening on the 25th October.
More information about SERCUL’s
incursions and PD Day is provided
later on in this newsletter.
This term we also discuss a number
of free sustainability events that are
coming up, including the Nature
of Science Community Expo, and
provide information about two
competitions that your students
may like to get involved in. And
of course we discuss National
Science Week, which is happens in
August.
Enjoy Term 3 everyone!!

Natasha Bowden

Phosphorus Awareness Project

ELECTRONIC
NEWSLETTER
If you would like to receive this
valuable resource straight into
your Inbox early each term,
please go to www.sercul.org.
au/signup/ and subscribe to
the Education Newsletter.
Please pass this information
onto
your
colleagues.
The more environmental
educators we have, the
happier our planet will be!

T

his year’s school theme for National Science Week is Destination Moon: more
missions, more science. Given the nostalgia that came with the 50th Anniversary
of the Moon Landing over the weekend it is not surprising that this theme was chosen.
It is hard to believe that 50 years have passed since humans first set foot on the moon
and even harder to believe that it’s been nearly 47 years since they last stepped foot
on the moon!
Eugene Cernan was the eleventh and most recent astronaut to walk on the moon
when he commanded the Apollo 17 mission in December 1972. As he prepared to climb the ladder
back up into the lunar module he said “as I take man’s last step from the surface, back home for some
time to come – but we believe not too long into the future – I’d like to just (say) what I believe history
will record: that America’s challenge of today has forged man’s destiny of tomorrow” (Source: Eugene
Cernan - Wikipedia). Later on in life, he was quoted as saying “Too many years have passed for me to
still be the last man to have left his footprints on the Moon. I believe with all my heart that somewhere
out there is a young boy or girl with indomitable will and courage who will lift that dubious distinction
from my shoulders and take us back where we belong. Let us give that dream a chance” (Source: http://
genecernan.com/).
Maybe during National Science Week 2019 the young boy or girl that he believed would take his place
as the last person to walk on the moon, will be inspired to chase their dream to be in space! This year’s
theme is a way for teachers and their students to discover past missions to the moon and the space
programs that have solved some seemingly unsolvable problems and also to think about current and
future space programs, operations and missions. Many of these programs will use big picture thinking
in science to solve problems, and technology, engineering and mathematics to design new solutions.
This will help forge future paths in the areas of space operations, space science, Earth observations,
positioning systems and communications. So what are you waiting for....go to https://www.scienceweek.
net.au/schools/ and get inspired!!

Free Sustain
ng Up!
ability Events Comi
Waste Wise TeachMeet &
Online Webinar

W

aste Wise Schools are offering a
free TeachMeet and Online Webinar
this term. At the Teach Meet primary and
secondary Waste Wise schools will share
information
about
their
journey towards becoming
a Sustainable School. The
discussion will centre on the
financial benefits, logistics
of infrastructure, student
rosters, engaging secondary schools and
integrating SSWA programs. The event
will be held on Tues. 30 July 2019 from
4 - 6pm at Prime House, 8 Davidson Tce,
Joondalup and you can register at https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/teachmeet-wastewise-and-sustainability-tickets-63722309142

T

he Introductory Online Webinar for
schools to learn about becoming an
accredited Waste Wise school is occurring
on Tuesday 27th August from 1 - 2pm. To
register go to https://register.gotowebinar.
com/register/6812026889010708738

Soil Foodwebs and Microbes:
Sustainability in the Suburbs

A

s part of National Science Week, Switch
your thinking and EarthWhile Australia are
offering FREE interactive workshops to people
interested in learning about the soil food web,
it’s organisms and their role in plant health, and
subsequently good food nutrition. Participants
will be invited to engage in a number of activities
demonstrating the topics and organisms
(bacteria, fungi, protozoa and nematodes) will
be viewed via a microscope. Event details are
as follows:
•
Canning River Eco Education Centre,
cnr Kent St and Queens Park Road,
Wilson. Tuesday, 13th August 2019, 6 8pm Register at https://www.eventbrite.
com.au/e/soil-foodwebs-and-microbessustainability-in-the-suburbs-tickets64151120729?aff=ebapi
•
Bassendean Memorial Library, 46 Old Perth
Road, Bassendean. Thursday 15th August
2019, 6:30 - 8:30pm. Register at https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/soil-foodwebsand-microbes-sustainability-in-thesuburbs-tickets-64151466764?aff=ebapi

Algae Busters Page
Phosphorus Awareness
Project
Resources for Schools

T

he Phosphorus Awareness Project
(PAP) is concerned about the high
levels of nutrients that are causing algal
blooms in the Swan and Canning Rivers
and associated wetlands. PAP offers
incursions, excursions and resources to
school and community groups concerning
this issue and how we can look after our
waterways and the animals and plants that
live there, including:

A Professional Development Day for Teachers,
Youth Group Leaders and Community Members

• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river food
web.

Come on a journey of discovery through this unique region by
canoe and on foot.
DaTE l Friday 25th October 2019
TimE l 8.00am - 3.45pm
WhErE l From Riverton Bridge, Riverton
to Kent St Weir, Wilson (and return)
max ParTiciPaNTs l 20
cosT l $55.00 (inc GST)

• Building a Frog
Habitat is a must have
incursion if a school is
considering building a
frog habitat. Students
learn about the frogs
of the Perth Region and
listen to their calls. All
the essential elements in constructing a
frog habitat are also covered.
• Go Fish! allows students to learn about
the diversity of fish that live in our local
waterways and what we can do to protect
our native fish.
• Turtle-ology! teaches students about the
life cycle of the Long-Necked Turtle and
the various impacts humans have on
them at each stage.
• Macroinvertebrates
and
Minibeasts
gives students the opportunity to
observe the little creatures that live in
our waterways or on land up close and
personal.
• Bush Tucker allows students to learn
about the Noongar seasons and how the
traditional owners used a range of native
plants at different times of the year.
• Life Cycles: Frogs, Mistletoe or
Dragonflies
gives students the
opportunity to learn about the life
processes of these plants and animals.
• Aquatic Weeds informs students about
the environmental problems that occur
when plants from ponds and aquariums
are released into drains and waterways
to become weeds!
To find out if your incursion is free
go
to
http://www.sercul.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2018/12/SERCULPAPSchoolChargeMap.pdf
For further information or to book an
incursion to your school please contact:
Natasha Bowden on 9458 5664
or email natashabowden@sercul.org.au

Teachers from
all year levels
welcome

S

Join 19 other
participants
thisCanning
unique event
experienceisthe
and its
plain.
ERCUL’s
Canoeing
onforthe
PDwhere
Dayyou
forwill
Teachers
onriver
again
in flood
Term
4 so start
Learn about
the Indigenous connections to this landscape, explore the local biodiversity, learn more
planning
now!!
about the fresh water and salt water ecosystems of the area, and hear about the key environmental

issues
that
threaten
the Canning
Join 19 other participants for
this
unique
event
whereRiver
youecosystem.
will experience the river and its flood
plain. Learn about the Indigenous connections to this landscape, explore the local biodiversity,
Enjoy this active learning day for local teachers, youth group leaders and community members.
learn more
theresource
fresh water
and saltsome
water
ecosystems
of the your
area,
and program.
hear about the
Collectabout
a teacher
pack containing
great
resources to support
learning
key environmental issues that threaten the Canning River ecosystem. All participants collect a
teacher resource pack containing some great resources to support your learning program.

To register or for more information contact Natasha Bowden on 9458 5664 or via email at
natashabowden@sercul.org.au.
To register or for more information contact:

ALGAE BUSTER

Natasha Bowden l SERCULAquatic Mini-Beasts are Back!!

Phone l 9458 5664
inter natashabowden@sercul.org.au
Email
l and Spring are the perfect

W

seasons for encountering Aquatic
Macroinvertebrates as the lakes and wetlands of Perth are filling
up!! These wonderful mini-beasts of our waterways play a vital role in our
ecosystem. SERCUL can bring macroinvertebrates to your classroom
so that students have the opportunity to observe these little creatures up
close and personal!! Using the information and knowledge gained from this curriculum linked
incursion, students help to identify the health of the waterway. To book an incursion contact
Natasha at natashabowden@sercul.org.au.
PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

COMMUNITY EXPO
SUNDAY 18 AUGUST 2019

NATURE

T

he City of Canning is partnering with
DBCA’s Nearer to Nature to deliver
the CREEC school programs. CREEC
offers a number of K-Yr 12 programs
which allow students to learn about the
local natural environment in interactive
ways.
Early Childhood
Bush Detective

… get in touch
with science and
sustainability!
Investigate how we
strive to make sense of
our natural world and
adapt to changes - with
hands on activities,
workshops, presentations
and displays for the
whole community!

Many of our native animals are very
secretive and can be difficult to find.
Students use puzzles and examples of
animal evidence such as skulls, feathers
and nests to investigate what lives in
and around the Canning River Regional
Park. Students apply their detective
skills on a nature walk and record their
observations by making a model of their
own to take home.
$7 per student (1.5 hours)
Middle Childhood
Weir-d Science

Sunday 18 AUG

WHAT’S ON?
Wadumbah Dance Group, solar science, Scitech
shows, native animal encounters, prominent Aboriginal
presenters, waste as a resource, bug science, recycled
wood workshop, native plant giveaways, Castledare
Miniature Railway rides, competitions, sausage sizzle
and much more…
Something for all ages - kids, teens, adults.

10am - 3pm
@ CREEC
Canning River Eco
Education Centre,
Kent Street, Wilson
P - 9461 7160

This is a low waste event - bring your own keep cup and water bottle

A

FREE ENTRY & EVERYONE WELCOME!

t the culmination of National Science Week in every year since 2009, a Community Expo
The 2019River
Community
Expo is sponsored
by:(CREEC) in the City of Canning.
has been held at Canning
Eco Education
Centre
G

of

I

N

y

t

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
(WA CHAPTER)

Ci

As part of the Expo, a competition is being held in which children from Kindy to Year 6 are
invited to design
a logo that can be used on a banner to advertise the ‘Nature of Science’
More information: www.aaeewa.org.au or www.scienceweek.net.au
theme of this year’s Expo. To
design your Clogo think
about
O
O
XP
MU N I T Y E
how we strive to make sense
of our natural Mworld
and adapt
to changes found in science
and nature eg. animal and plant
adaptations, environmental
technologies,
digital
and
design technologies or space
technologies. Refer to www.
scienceweek.net.au/schools/
for more ideas. Students can
win an individual prize and
each teacher that enters their
class will go in the draw for the school prize of a free excursion to CREEC! Student prizes
will be awarded on the day of the Expo. Go to www.aaeewa.org.au to download the entry
form and for terms and conditions and other information. Entries close on Wednesday 7
August 2019 at 4pm.
CANN

This event is sponsored by the Australian Association of Environmental Education (WA
Chapter), City of Canning, CREEC, SERCUL and the Australian Government through
National Science Week and Inspiring Australia. For more information go to www.aaeewa.
org.au or https://www.scienceweek.net.au/.

The Kent Street
Weir
on
the
Canning River
provides
a
unique location
to
compare
two
river
ecosystems.
Students have the opportunity to
investigate the role of the Weir, how it has
altered the river system and how plants
and animals have adapted to changes in
the physical environment.
$7 per student (1.5 hrs)
Early Adolescence
Rivers at Risk
Students
are
introduced
to
natural
and
ecological
h a z a r d s
associated with
river
systems
within an urban
catchment such as drought, introduced
species and eutrophication.
$7 per student (1.5 hrs)
For more information contact:
Nearer to Nature
Phone: 9295 6149 or 9295 2244
Email: n2n@dbca.wa.gov.au
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/get-involved/
nearer-to-nature/schools

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

The SERCUL Educators wish
to thank our major sponsor.

For further information please
contact:

SERCUL is a proud member of:

Natasha Bowden
Education and Promotion Manager
natashabowden@sercul.org.au

SUSTAINABLE
SCHOOLS WA
AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
(WA CHAPTER)

22 July		First Day of Term 3
27th July
Schools Tree Day
https://treeday.planetark.org/get-involved/schools
28th July
National Tree Day
https://treeday.planetark.org/about/
9th August
International Day of the World’s
Indigenous Peoples
https://www.un.org/en/events/
indigenousday/
11-19th August National Science Week
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
19-25th August Keep Australia Beautiful Week
http://kab.org.au/keep-australia-beautiful-week/
September
National Biodiversity Month
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/
biodiversity-month
1st September Wattle Day
http://www.wattleday.asn.au/about-wattle-day
2-8 September Sea Week
http://www.aaee.org.au/events/seaweek/
National Landcare Week
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/landcare-week/
7th September National Threatened Species Day
http://www.landcarewa.org.au/event/nationalthreatened-species-day-7-september-2019/
15th September Bushcare’s Big Day Out
https://conservationvolunteers.com.au/what-wedo/bushcares-big-day-out/
16th September International Day for the Preservation of the
Ozone Layer
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/event/
international-day-preservation-ozone-layer
22nd September World Carfree Day
https://yourmove.org.au/things-to-do/world-carfree-day/
27 September
Last Day of Term 3

T

1 Horley Road, Beckenham, WA

Sustainable Schools

Important Dates – Term 3, 2019

				

P| 9458 5664
W| www.sercul.org.au

WA Network Group Meetings

T

he following details of Term 3 Sustainable Schools WA network group
meetings have now been confirmed as follows:
• South Metro (Canning): Tuesday 13 August, 3.45pm onwards at Lynwood
Senior High School, 436 Metcalfe Road, Parkwood;
• South Metro (Armadale/Bedfordale): Monday 2 September, 3.45pm5.30pm (venue TBA); and
• North Metro (Wembley): Tuesday 20 August, 4.00pm onwards at One
World Centre, 5 King William Street, Bayswater.
Other Metro groups will likely confirm meeting details shortly, and these
will be added to the Sustainable Schools WA website, in due course, at:
http://det.wa.edu.au/curriculumsupport/sustainableschools/detcms/
navigation/about-the-initiative/professional-learning/.

Young Re-inventor of the Year 2019

S

Plastic Pirates Ahoy!

witch your thinking are encouraging
young people to put their creativity
to the test in this exciting initiative that
encourages them to reuse, repurpose and
upcycle before throwing away. Inventors
aged 18 years and under from high
schools, primary schools, early years
learning centres and community groups
or individuals across WA are encouraged to apply. Young Re-inventor
of the Year can link to outcomes in Science, Arts, Technologies and
Human Society and its Environment. The 2019 theme is Plastic Pirates
Ahoy! so start collecting plastic loot and re-invent it into something to be
treasured!! For more information, curriculum links and to register, go to
www.switchyourthinking.com/our-projects/young-reinventor-of-the-year/.
$3000 in sustainability prizes is up for grabs including worm farms, compost
bins, upcycling workshops and sustainability books!! Just by registering,
you will receive a $50 voucher for the City of Armadale Drop’n’Shop!
Those who share their waste reduction story in a way that inspires their
school or community to take further action can also be in the running for a
$500 Change Makers Award!!
Entries close 21st October 2019.

Did You Know?

he 1st September each year is National Wattle Day! What do we celebrate on this day....the Wattle as a symbol
of Australia and Australians!! The Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha) is Australia’s national floral emblem. It is a
symbol that comes directly from the land and as such represents us all. Just like Australians, the wattle has great
diversity, with there being over 1,200 species of acacia, and resilience as it is one of the first plants to regenerate
after a fire. The green leaves and golden flowers of the wattle showcase our national colours across the land in
Spring each year. To find out more about National Wattle Day, visit the Wattle Day Association Inc. website at http://
www.wattleday.asn.au/.

