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Welcome to Term 1

W

ell 2020 has arrived and unfortunately
brought with it a bushfire crisis!! Like
me, many of you would have spent much
of the school holidays watching news
updates about the awful situation unfolding
in Australia’s Eastern and Southern States,
and the south of our own beloved state,
and been in shock at the sheer scale of the
damage to people, homes, businesses and
of course our beautiful natural environment.
Over one billion animals are estimated
to have died and six million hectares of
threatened species habitat has burned!
In the months ahead, children may be
asking questions about how and why this
has happened. Our lead article on the next
page explains why it is important for people
to understand the link between climate
change and extreme weather events, such
as bushfires, and explains where to access
information from reputable, evidence based
sources. In the coming months, the PAP is
hoping to put together a new presentation
about Climate Change and our Catchments.
Let me know if this is something you would
be interested in having presented to your
class by emailing natashabowden@
sercul.org.au.
Also in this edition, we showcase some of
the exciting sustainability programs on offer
to schools in Term 1 and throughout 2020
from SERCUL’s PAP and other providers;
provide an overview of SERCUL and
what it does in addition to environmental
education; and recap the Catchments,
Corridors and Coasts event that took place
in January.
I look forward to another year of
environmental education. Let me know
if I can assist your school with any of the
environmental initiatives that SERCUL’s
PAP has to offer!
Regards,

Natasha Bowden
Phosphorus Awareness Project

SERCUL Educators
Newsletter
If you would like to receive our
newsletter sign up here
www.sercul.org.au/signup/

SERCUL’s

O

Understanding Australia’s Bushfire Crisis

ver the summer holidays large parts of Australia, including Western Australia’s Stirling Range National
Park, were on fire. According to the Australian Academy of Science, the scientific evidence base shows
that as the world warms due to climate change induced by human activities it will experience an increase in the
frequency and severity of extreme weather events, such as bushfires. The response to the bushfires has been
unprecedented, but must extend beyond the immediate and essential need to rebuild and recover. The way we
approach many activities, including urban planning; habitat restoration; biodiversity and species preservation;
and land, water and wildlife management will need careful and measured consideration. What has happened to
Australia’s people, environment and economy as a result of the bushfires and the link to climate change needs to
be understood by all, including our school children, so that as a nation we are all on the same page about what
needs to happen to respond and adapt to, manage, and mitigate against extreme events. There has been a lot
of debate and misinformation in the media about the cause and impacts of the bushfires, so it is important to
consult reputable sources of evidence-based information when discussing this issue, such as that provided by the
Australian Academy of Science, CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology.
SERCUL’s Phosphorus Awareness Project (PAP) is looking to develop a new presentation about Climate Change
and our Catchments focusing on the impact climate change is having at a catchment level on waterways; the
composition of vegetation and fauna communities and how it can intensify existing threatening processes such
as vegetation loss, habitat fragmentation, weeds, pest animals and potentially eutrophication. If this is a topic that
you would like to see added to our incursion options, please send an email stating as such to natashabowden@
sercul.org.au and include the year level to which you would like it presented.

Perth NRM

Sustainability for Schools
Nearer to Nature

Free Swan-Canning River Talks

P

Incursions & Excursions

erth NRM are delighted to once again offer their
free Swan-Canning River Talks for schools in
the Perth metro region. An Environmental Scientist
and Educator will teach your students about the local
riparian environment and discuss actions they can
take to improve sustainability. The incursions go for
an hour and there are options for full-day bookings for
multiple class visits at no expense. Go to https://www.
perthnrm.com/programs/living-landscapes/545-2 or
contact jason.pitman@perthnrm.com for more info.

N

earer to Nature with Parks and Wildlife Service
offers a range of excursions and incursions covering
curriculum content for Science and Geography with an
emphasis on sustainability. Programs cover a range of
topics following themes such as bushfire; threatened
species; forest, river and wetland ecosystems; and
Aboriginal culture and sustainability. All programs
are hands-on in the natural environment at purposebuilt centres or carefully selected sites. The brochure
for programs suitable for Years 7 - 12 in 2020 is now
available at https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/get-involved/
ReWild Perth
nearer-to-nature/schools. Book online through the
erth NRM and Birdlife Australia have joined Enquire Online button, email nearertonature@dbca.
forces to develop a new website to encourage wa.gov.au or phone 9295 2244.
the people of Perth to design and create wildlife
gardens to encourage the return of native flora, fauna Eco Action
and important pollinators throughout our city. ReWild School Incursions and Parties
Perth resources and an interactive website will allow
co Action are a new environmental education group
users to register their schools for a ReWilding project
formed by three passionate women with a wealth of
and receive free teaching resources to enhance the
experience in all things environmental, education and
local ecosystem. Before the launch, Perth NRM is
art! To find out more about the incursions and parties
looking for ‘ReWild Pioneers’ to help test the system,
Eco Action are offering, read the article on the last
provide feedback, and give their school a heard
page of this newsletter or go to https://ecoactionwa.org/
start. Contact rewild@perthnrm.com to register your
about/.
interest.
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Waste Wise

W

Webinar and Workshops

aste Wise Schools are running a webinar and a workshop to help teachers learn about their Waste Wise
Schools programs. Early Years Service providers and educators can also learn about reducing waste in
another workshop being run by Little Green Steps WA, Australian Association for Environmental Education WA
Chapter and the City of Armadale. The webinar and workshops are as follows:
•
Waste Wise Schools Introductory Webinar: 18th February from 1 - 2 pm. Contact Kate.MacRae@dwer.
wa.gov.au to register.
•
Waste Wise Schools Introductory Workshop: 26th February 9:30 am - 3 pm at Piney Lakes Environmental Education Centre. This FREE workshop is suitable for teachers, principals, administration staff and
parents and teacher relief payments are available for two staff from each school! Register at https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/waste-wise-schools-introductory-workshop-tickets-85747058761.
•
Reducing Waste in Early Years Settings Workshop: 10th March 6:30 - 8:45pm at Amici Early Learning,
3 Riva Entrance, Piara Waters. Register at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ReducingwasteAmici.

PAP Resources for
Schools

T

he Phosphorus Awareness Project
(PAP) is concerned about the high
levels of nutrients that are causing algal
blooms in the Swan and Canning Rivers
and associated wetlands. PAP offers
incursions, excursions and resources to
school and community groups concerning
this issue and how we can look after our
waterways and the animals and plants
that live there, including:
• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive,
fun programs where students learn
about catchments, nutrients and algae
through a catchment story or river food
web.
• Building a Frog Habitat is a must
have incursion if a school is
considering building a frog
habitat. Students learn about
the frogs of the Perth Region
and listen to their calls. All
the essential elements in
constructing a frog habitat are
also covered.
• Go Fish! allows students to learn about
the diversity of fish that live in our
local waterways and what we can do to
protect our native fish.
• Turtle-ology! teaches students about
the life cycle of the Long-Necked Turtle
and the various impacts humans have
on them at each stage.
• Macroinvertebrates and Minibeasts
gives students the opportunity to
observe the little creatures that live in
our waterways or on land up close and
personal.
• Bush Tucker allows students to learn
about the Noongar seasons and how
the traditional owners used a range of
native plants at different times of the
year.
• Life Cycles: Frogs, Mistletoe or
Dragonflies gives students the
opportunity to learn about the life
processes of these plants and animals.
• Aquatic Weeds informs students
about the environmental problems that
occur when plants from ponds and
aquariums are released into drains and
waterways to become weeds!
To find out if your incursion is free
go to http://www.sercul.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2018/12/SERCULPAPSchoolChargeMap.pdf

For further information or to book an
incursion to your school please contact:
Natasha Bowden on 9458 5664
or email natashabowden@sercul.org.au

South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare
(SERCUL)
Who we are and what we do?

W

hilst you may know SERCUL for the work it does in schools, did you know that our environmental
education work is only one part of what we do?

SERCUL was formed in 2003 as an independent Natural Resource Management body. SERCUL
brings together the community, business and government to develop and implement projects that
improve the health of our waterways and other ecosystems. We are one of five sub-regional bodies
and cover an area taking in the Dyarguu (the Canning River), the Southern Wungong River and their
tributaries and parts of Derbarl Yaragan (the Swan River).
SERCUL undertakes a variety of community and partnership projects that meet our objectives and
ensure our vision is being achieved. We work with community groups and a variety of stakeholders
on projects that fall within three main categories:
•

Landcare and Restoration: we undertake projects, and support SERCUL community groups
members to undertake projects, relating to urban water renewal, drainage nutrient intervention,
living streams, weed management and tree planting. We manage Beckenham Open Space and
the Bowra and O’Dea Memorial Groves.

•

Environmental Education: the Phosphorus Awareness Project (PAP) is an education campaign,
supported by the DBCA Rivers and Estuaries Branch, that educates the general community
about the impact of too many nutrients in the Swan and Canning River. As part of the PAP, we
undertake free school and community education programs; an Annual Nutrient Survey of all of
the Local Government Areas in Perth; and promote resources from the Fertilise Wise, Grow
Local Plants, Bush Tucker Plants and Freshwater Fauna projects. We also have a Mozzie Wise
Education Program that aims to educate school and community groups and local government
about the importance of being mozzie wise as part of a successful integrated mosquito
management program.

•

Monitoring and Research: the Water Quality Partnership Program aims to promote a cooperative
approach to water quality monitoring and integrated catchment management across the Perth
Region. Mosquito research is being undertaken to identify the best approach to balancing the
objectives of improving water quality, enhancing environmental health, reducing the emergence
of adult mosquitoes and protecting human health.

As well as the community and partnership projects SERCUL undertakes, it also does work in all three
Environmental Service areas on a fee for service basis. This way we are able to generate income
to support our community and partnership work which is reliant on ever tightening and diminishing
funding support from external sources. To find out more about SERCUL and the work we do, visit
https://www.sercul.org.au/.

Get Your FREE Plants!!

E

ach year, SERCUL provides local native plants to schools as part of the Phosphorus
Awareness Project (PAP) grant it receives from the Department of Biodiversity,
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA). The PAP grant is used to educate the community
about the environmental impacts of too many nutrients entering our waterways. One way
we can reduce the amount of nutrients entering our waterways is to plant local native
plants that are adapted to our soil’s low nutrient levels and thus
do not require the addition of large amounts of fertiliser. If your
students are interested in creating a frog habitat, establishing a
Bush Tucker Garden, adding native plants to the school garden
or revegetating remnant vegetation on their school grounds or
in local bushlawnd, then register NOW at natashabowden@
sercul.org.au to receive some native plants in May/June 2020.

Book Your Term 1 Incursions Now

P

hosphorus Awareness Project (PAP) incursions are now available to book for Term 1.
If you are interested in any of the topics listed in the PAP Resources for Schools article
on the left of this page contact me via email at natashabowden@sercul.org.au stating the
date(s) you would prefer, the topics you would like presented and the year groups to which
you would like them presented. If you are in our catchment area (http://www.sercul.org.au/
wp-content/uploads/2018/12/SERCUL-PAPSchoolChargeMap.pdf) then you are entitled to
one day of FREE incursions each year! You can also book now for any time throughout the
year so get planning!

Catchments, Corridors and Coasts 2020

C

atchments, Corridors and Coasts (CCC) is a practical program, which focuses on learning through
experience and skill development, while also reflecting on the synergies between the environmental
education practitioners in WA. It provides a ‘snapshot’ of environmental education in WA from its enormous
catchments through its narrowing corridors to the beautiful coast.
This annual event is proudly presented by the Australian Association for Environmental Education WA
Chapter with support from many organisations including SERCUL. This year’s three day workshop took
place from the 21st to 23rd January 2020 with a total of 23 participants, who visited many educational
sites including the Perth Zoo, Canning River Eco Education Centre, Murdoch Environmental Technology
Centre and Naturaliste Marine Discovery Centre. Not only did the participants experience amazing
activities, they also got to meet environmental education professionals from the Perth Region during the
presentations and at the Expo on the Friday.
This event could not happen without it’s sponsor, the City of Cockburn. If you missed out on this year’s
CCC, it will be held again in January 2021. For more information go to www.aaeewa.org.au/ccc.html.

Clean Schools Program

M

any schools experience difficulties managing
litter and recognise the importance of a clean
and healthy environment. Educating students
about the effects of litter and influencing beliefs and
attitudes are key steps towards behaviour change
and litter reduction in the community as a whole.

The Clean Schools program run by Keep Australia
Beautiful aims at changing the littering behaviour of
students through a whole school approach to litter
prevention and offers a range of free resources
and professional learning opportunities. One such
workshop is being held on Monday 16th March, 1
- 4 pm at North Cottesloe SLSC. To register go to
https://www.kabc.wa.gov.au/register-for-cleanschools-workshops. For more information on the
Clean School Program, go to https://www.kabc.
wa.gov.au/get-involved/clean-schools.

E

Early Years Educators

arly Years Educators passionate about nature
play awareness are invited to register for FREE
upcoming workshops held in their region by Little
Green Steps WA (LGS), the Australian Association
for Environmental Education WA Chapter (AAEE)
and associated councils.
The City of Melville Day to Day Sustainability in Early
Years Settings workshop will be held on Tuesday
25 February 2020 from 10 am - 2.30 pm at Piney
Lakes Environmental Education Centre (PLEEC) in
Winthrop and will show teachers from the Melville
region multiple ways to be sustainable in their early
years settings.
The City of Canning Biodiversity Awareness and
Actions in Early Years Settings workshop will be
held on Thursday 30 April 2020 from 4 pm to 6.30
pm at Canning Vale Pre-Kindy, cnr Eucalyptus
and Waratah Blvds in Canning Vale. Participants
from the Canning region are invited to learn how to
embed biodiversity awareness into the day to day of
their education and care setting.
Attendance at both workshops is free for
services in that region, however registration
is essential. Register at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/MelvilleDaytoDay
for the City of Melville workshop and
h t t p s : / / w w w. s u r v e y m o n k e y. c o m /
r/8ZPGQ5L
for the City of Canning
workshop or contact m.mentz@aaeewa.
org.au for more information. Other events
held by LGS and AAEE are advertised at
https://www.littlegreenstepswa.org.au/
events so search for one in your region
now!

Sustainable Schools WA

S

ustainable Schools WA is a wholeschool planning framework for
Education for Sustainability (EfS) that has
been developed ‘by schools, for schools’
to support implementation of the Western
Australian Curriculum.
Sustainable Schools Network Meetings
are held once a term all around Perth
and in some regional locations. These
meetings are a great way for educators
to meet in their local area, learn skills,
access guest speakers on a wide range
of topics, exchange ideas, build capacity,
troubleshoot and learn how to engage
students in creative learning about
sustainability!
The network meetings for Term 1 are
currently being planned. Find out about
the one closest to you by contacting:
• South Metro (Canning): creec@
canning.wa.gov.au
• South
Metro
(Armadale/
Bedfordale): smccabe@gosnells.
wa.gov.au
• South Metro (Mandurah/Peel):
wadek@fias.wa.edu.au
• North Metro (Mundaring/Perth
Hills): richard.olive@dpaw.wa.gov.
au
• North Metro (Padbury): howard.
flinders@education.wa.gov.au
• North
Metro
(Wembley):
centremanager@wagouldleague.
com.au
• East Metro (Bayswater/Morley):
sustainablehomes@iinet.net.au.
The Term 1 meeting for the East
Metro Network is on March 16 at
East Metropolitan Regional Council
(EMRC). Register at https://www.
eventbrite.com.au/e/sustainableschools-wa-first-term-east-metronetwork-meeting-2020-tickets83130281911?aff=ebdssbdestsear
ch.
Or
visit
http://det.wa.edu.au/
curriculumsupport/sustainableschools/
detcms/portal/ to find out the latest
meeting dates.

T

he City of Canning is partnering
with DBCA’s Nearer to Nature to
deliver the CREEC school programs.
CREEC offers a number of K-Yr 12
programs which allow students
to learn about the local natural
environment in interactive ways.
Early Childhood
Bush Detective
Many of our native animals are very
secretive and can be difficult to find.
Students use puzzles and examples of
animal evidence such as skulls, feathers
and nests to investigate what lives in
and around the Canning River Regional
Park. Students apply their detective
skills on a nature walk and record their
observations by making a model of their
own to take home.
$7 per student (1.5 hrs)
Middle Childhood
Weir-d Science
The Kent Street Weir on the Canning
River provides a unique location to
compare two river ecosystems. Students
have the opportunity to investigate
the role of the Weir, how it has altered
the river system and how plants and
animals have adapted to
changes in the physical
environment.
$7 per student (1.5 hrs)
Early Adolescence
Rivers at Risk
Students are introduced to natural and
ecological hazards associated with river
systems within an urban catchment
such as drought, introduced species and
eutrophication.
$7 per student (1.5 hrs)

For more information contact:
Nearer to Nature
Phone: 9295 6149 or 9295 2244
Email: n2n@dbca.wa.gov.au

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/get-involved/nearerto-nature/schools

ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS
PROJECT

Important Dates
Term 1, 2020

2 February

World Wetlands Day
https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/
3 February		First Day of Term 1
11 February
International Day of Women and Girls in Science
https://womeninscienceday.org/
28 February
School Clean Up Day
https://www.cleanup.org.au/get-involved-as-a-school-oryouth-group
3 March
World Wildlife Day
https://www.un.org/en/events/wildlifeday/
8 - 14 March
National Groundwater Awareness Week
https://www.ngwa.org/get-involved/groundwater-awarenessweek/groundwater-awareness-week-2020
21 March
International Day of Forests
https://www.un.org/en/events/forestsday/
22 March
World Water Day
https://www.worldwaterday.org/
28 March
Earth Hour
https://www.earthhour.org.au/
9 April
Last Day of Term 1

S

E

co Action are a new player in the environmental,
education and art arena. Eco Action’s aim is to empower
the local community with the knowledge to take action to
preserve our natural environment through environmental
workshops, school education programs, eco art and ecoinspired birthday parties. Lead by passionate environmental
professionals and scientists and working in partnership with
local businesses and government organisations, Eco Action
might be just the thing to get your students inspired to make
positive change! Read about their School Incursions below:
•

Native Bees: Did you know that Australia has 200
species of native bees, of which 800 are endemic to
Western Australia?! In this incursion, students will use
recycled tin cans to create bee hotels - filling them with
bamboo, twigs and clay - and receive information on how
to monitor the bee homes as part of a citizen science
program that contributes towards a native bee research
project.

•

Minibeasts: Did you know that invertebrates such as
insects and spiders make up 80% of all of Western
Australia’s animals and that without them we would
struggle to survive?! In this hands-on workshop, children
will be introduced to a range of different invertebrates
including stick insects, giant burrowing cockroaches,
beetles and caterpillars and will learn about how crucial
invertebrates are for creating healthy soil ecosystems
through observing soil and compost samples.

•

Nature Life Drawing: Did you know that engaging
children in biological art is a great way for them to
truly observe local flora and fauna and learn how they
interact?! A qualified artist and biologist can guide your
students through a workshop in which they will draw and
interact with a range of native flora and friendly native
fauna including a bobtail lizard, green tree frogs, insects,
beetles and caterpillars.

Aquatic Weeds Incursion

ERCUL’s Phoshorus Awareness Program (PAP) has developed an Aquatic
Weeds incursion that aims to educate students
about the environmental problems that occur when
plants from ponds and aquariums are released into
drains and waterways to become weeds.
A number of Perth’s aquatic weeds are discussed, but
the focus is on Amazon Frogbit, a lilypad-like plant that
can completely cover a wetland! Students learn about
why these plants are considered weeds, the problems
they cause, how to identify them and what to do when
they spot them. The incursions are suited to Years 3 - 12.
If you would like to book an incursion email Natasha at
natashabowden@sercul.org.au.

Planting Days

B

annister Creek Catchment Group and
the City of Canning are looking for
schools in the Canning region to take part
in planting events from June - September.
If your school is located within the Canning
Region and your students would like to
volunteer to do some weeding and planting contact Canning Community Landcare
Officer Darren O’Brien at darrenobrien@
sercul.org.au.

To find out about costs, age suitability, curriculum links and
more, visit https://ecoactionwa.org/incursions/ or call 0435 510
087.

Did You Know?
W

etlands occur where water meets land and include mangroves, peatlands,
marshes, rivers, lakes, deltas, floodplains, flooded forests, rice-fields and
even coral reefs! They are present in every country and climatic zone and are
important for ecological, economic, recreational, health and safety reasons.
Unfortunately, wetlands are disappearing at an astonishing rate - 87% have been
lost worldwide since the 1700’s! Every year, World Wetlands Day is held on the
2nd February, marking the date of the adoption of the Convention on Wetlands in
1971 when a small group of environmentalists signed an international agreement
at the Ramsar Convention in Iran. Take time to understand why we need to
restore, conserve and promote wise use of all wetlands, by visiting https://www.
ramsar.org/ and https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/.

For further information contact:
Natasha Bowden
Education and Promotion Manager
natashabowden@sercul.org.au
P| 9458 5664
W| www.sercul.org.au
1 Horley Road, Beckenham, WA

SERCUL is a proud member of:

SUSTAINABLE
SCHOOLS WA
AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
(WA CHAPTER)

SERCUL’s PAP program is funded by:

