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ENJOY YOUR FORESHORE RESPONSIBLY

Members please contact us by phone (0422 590 029) or email (CRREPA@gmail.com)
or postal address (CRREPA Members Officer: 16 Nearwater Way, Shelley 6148)
To see your CRREPA Newsletter in COLOUR view or download it from the SERCUL website.

www.sercul.org.au/crrepa
Please ‘like’ us on Facebook by viewing ‘Canning River Residents Environment Protection Association’

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FORESHORE PLANTING IN WINTER MONTHS

While the COVID-19 restrictions will ensure that our annual planting initiatives will take a little longer to complete,
barring another tightening of the restrictions we should be able to get all the plants in this year. Ideally, we will get most
if not all the plants in by late June to capitalise on what will hopefully be the start of the winter rain.
Across all sites there will be some 2617
plants to put in with assistance from the
City of Canning Natural Areas Team in
poisoning grass at the Corinthian Road site
(pictured right) and Wadjup Point, auguring the planting holes and watering in.
The Corinthian Road site is the largest area
we have revegetated for some years,
extending from the Corinthian RoadRiverton Drive intersection, Rossmoyne to
the western end of the 2016 revegetation
plot opposite 123 Riverton Drive. It is the
Stanley
third and final plot funded under the threeyear grant from the Department of
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions’ Community Rivercare Program; the first two were the Wadjup Point and
Beatrice Avenue/Grecian’s Spit sites planted in 2018.
Most of the Corinthian Road site is grass. Even though it’s not reticulated, the grass remains green right through summer
which means there is likely to be a good source of sub-surface water. That augurs well for our plants. The Beatrice Avenue
site, where most of the plants we put in less than two years ago are now well established, was also not reticulated but
previously had a good all-year round grass cover.
At the Corinthian Road site we will be planting locally growing species that have proven themselves to be resilient at our
other revegetation sites, plants like Cotton heads (Conostylis candicans) which produce yellow ball flowers over a long
period; the Swan River Myrtle (Hypocalymma angustifolium) which grows in a thick patch in the middle of the 123-129
Riverton Drive site; and the Blue Flax Lily (Dianella revoluta), one of the hardiest of them all. Then we have hundreds of
sedges to plant like the Pithy Sword-sedge (Lepidosperma longitudinale), Coastal saw sedge (Gahnia trifida) and the
Knotted club rush (Ficinia nodosa). A plant we have had minor success with in the past, the Indian or Asiatic pennywort
(Centella asiatica), is growing prolifically in one section of the Corinthian Rd site so we will be planting it in other sections
of that site and hoping it does just as well. It grows in swampy and riverine areas in many parts of the world, particularly
Asia where it is used as a culinary vegetable and medicinal herb.
cont…..
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We will also be using our annual free allocation from the City of Canning of 500 plants to add to those at the Wadjup
Point, Rob Bruce-187 Riverton Drive and Central Rd sites.
Meanwhile, the City was to have planted 100 mature trees along the foreshore this financial
year including Flooded gum (Eucalyptus rudis), Tuarts (Eucalyptus gomphocephala), Swamp
paperbark (Melaleuca rhaphiophylla) and Saltwater paperbark (Melaleuca cuticularis) as one
of the first steps in its implementation of the Foreshore Management Plan. But this has
been held over to the next financial year because the City didn’t want to undertake projects
requiring additional resources during the COVID-19 restrictions. The City is preparing to
install opposite the Central Road-Riverton Drive intersection a movable, lockable 1000 litre
water container or IBC (intermediate bulk container) from which CRREPA volunteers watering revegetation sites would be able to fill watering cans and other containers.

Mort

Vale Terry Potter
by Colma Keating

Sandy and Terry Potter are one of CRREPA’s stalwart couples. They were there before the beginning. In fact, the initial
meeting held before CRREPA was founded was in Sandy’s workspace at the All Saints’ College library.
They were inaugural members of CRREPA as well as inaugural committee
members. Both Sandy and Terry were very active in the hands-on foreshore
care and contributed heavily to assisting with planning and coordination of
many of the big planting and weeding sessions, in particular, the Ecoplan
Bushland Care Days.
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They also put much effort into meetings. Terry was a committee member
1994-1997 and represented CRREPA on the Canning Catchment Coordinating
Group from 2000-2006. Terry’s other great contribution was from behind the
lens. He took many photos for CRREPA, documenting improvements in rehabilitation sites as well as bird life and activities of group members. For this
reason, there are few photos of Terry himself.

Together with Sandy, he was the coordinator for the ‘Yagan to Tuscan Care for Canning’ subgroup from its inception in
2002 to 2007 when they handed the organising reigns over to Max Risbey. This group met on the last Sunday of the month
with the lovely combination of some hard yakka followed by a cuppa and catch-up. As Sandy commented, it became an
important community connection with strong friendships being formed. Grecian Sandwell noted in CRREPA News No. 25
(November 2006) “The Care for Canning Groups met regularly, even through the summer. It is to their credit many
plantings put in at the start of summer survived due to the dedication of the water carriers”.
They lived on the corner of Bull Creek Road and First Ave, overlooking Yagan Wetland before shifting to RAAFA. Whilst
Terry passed away on 25th March, another sad aspect is that he was struck with Parkinsons and Sandy with Alzheimers. An
engineer by training, Terry had a very lateral mind as well as a gentle and generous heart. Terry and Sandy’s selfless and
well considered contributions to CRREPA along with their welcoming nature were important foundations to both CRREPA’s
achievements and community style.
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FAIRY TERNS AT WADJUP HIGHLIGHT WILDLIFE PROTECTION CHALLENGES
by Stephen Johnston

The importance of Wadjup Point as a significant habitat area and the challenges of protecting wildlife there were highlighted during February and March when it was frequented by a group of Fairy terns.
This beautiful little bird, the smallest of Australia’s terns, has been sighted along the Shelley-Rossmoyne foreshore previously but has not been known to repeatedly visit one spot for such a long time.
Fairy terns are listed as Vulnerable under both State and
Commonwealth legislation and are a protected species. It
is estimated that there are fewer than 3000 breeding pairs
in Western Australia. They face all the common threats of
land-clearing and development. But their vulnerability is
accentuated because, as the Department of Biodiversity,
Conservation and Attractions says, after migrating south
from the Pilbara and Gascoyne in spring to breed, they
“nest on open shorelines, sandy coastal lagoons and lakes,
and in the lower reaches of estuaries where small baitfish
and crustaceans are naturally abundant..” In these
locations the terns are very exposed to predation and
disturbance by domestic and feral animals and people.
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CRREPA’s foreshore coordinator, Sue Stanley, first saw some 12 Fairy terns,
resting and feeding on the sandy tip of Wadup Point on 7th February. For the next
three weeks she visited Wadjup almost every day, particularly in the late afternoon when they were most often there, talking to other visitors about the birds
and the importance of not disturbing them. On one occasion she held a couple of
dogs so their owners could have a close look at the terns. Unfortunately, Sue also
encountered arrogant, thoughtless behaviour including a man who twice pulled
up his kayak right where the terns were resting and let his dog chase them away.
Sue spoke to the man but he ignored her.
The City of Canning erected some signs advising visitors of the presence of the
terns, asking people to avoid the foreshore and keep their dogs on leads. Sue
erected some pink tape across the east pathways but the dreadful behaviour of
some visitors was again evident as the signs and the tape were regularly
removed.
By the first week in April the Fairy terns had moved on. Hopefully we will see
more return to the foreshore in future. But the whole episode underlined the
challenges we face in protecting birdlife resting and feeding at Wadjup and
Grecian’s Spit from interference by people and dogs. The Foreshore Management
Plan recognises both locations as significant habitat areas and has made a number
of recommendations about their protection. It refers to striking “a careful
balance between encouraging access to these areas whilst limiting the disturbance and impact on wildlife” and to signs that will provide information on migratory and threatened species, emphasising “the impacts people and dogs can have
on the wildlife and encourage people to keep their distance”.
If that popular, simplistic phrase “education is the answer” was true, these
measures would, in time, be quite sufficient. But education alone is never the
answer in changing people’s behaviour and tougher measures, like fencing, also
recommended by the Management Plan, will be required if the significant habitat
areas are to have any real value and our wonderful birdlife is to be protected.
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COMMONWEALTH GRANT HELPS CRREPA REDUCE RIVER POLLUTION

A Commonwealth Government grant to CRREPA late last year will enable modification in the next few months of two
more of the estimated 48 drain outlets along the Shelley-Rossmoyne foreshore to reduce the flow of pollutants into the
Canning River.
The $11,626 grant from the Department of Industry, Innovation
and Science was awarded under the Communities Environment
Programme (CEP). We first had to submit a project proposal to
our local Federal Member of Parliament, the Hon Ben Morton,
who then invited us to apply for a grant.
The CRREPA proposal, endorsed by the City of Canning (CoC),
focuses on two short pipes that drain stormwater from Pleasant
Place and a short adjoining section of Riverton Drive. Stormwater from the larger of the two pipes flows directly into the
Canning. The smaller pipe opposite 223 Riverton Drive, which is
barely visible and in a poor state of repair, finishes at the edge
of the sedge line. Most of the grant will pay for the CoC to initialStanley
ly cut back both drains and remove the rubble. For the larger
drain, the CoC contractors will install either rock baffles or a
manhole to reduce the force of the water and direct it to a filtration swale to be dug behind the current sedge bank. The
swale is likely to be four to eight metres long and a metre deep at its deepest point. The smaller drain will be cut back
some three to four metres from the current outlet and a very shallow, narrow depression cut from the new outlet to the
edge of the sedge line. Similar but more limited revegetation will be undertaken on the south-western side of this site.
CRREPA’s direct involvement will be to install up to 200 local native plants on the swale and near the outlet of the smaller
drain. We were also planning to involve the River Rangers from Shelley and Rossmoyne Primary Schools by getting them
to the site during or soon after construction and explaining how it would contribute to river pollution control. Because of
COVID-19 restrictions this visit may now have to be held later in the year.
Apart from reducing the flow of pollutants into the
Canning and adding to the revegetation of the foreshore,
the filtration swale will also provide a protective buffer for
the Pleasant Place Dampland, a Subtropical and Temperate Coastal Saltmarsh Threatened Ecological Community
(TEC) and one of the four designated habitat areas along
the foreshore. Coastal Saltmarshes are recognised nationally and globally as ecosystems of immense ecological
value which are increasingly under threat. Threats include
clearing and fragmentation; ‘land-claim’ or infilling and
altered hydrology/tidal restriction. The Coastal Saltmarsh
comprises mainly salt-tolerant vegetation of less than
0.5 m height including grasses, herbs, sedges, rushes and
shrubs. The typical species of non-vascular plants in the
Pleasant Place Dampland are Marine couch (Sporobolus
virginicus), Coastal saw sedge (Gahnia trifida), Austral
seablite (Suaeda australis), Creeping brookweed (Samolus
repens) and Beaded samphire (Sarcocornia quinqueflora).

Pleasant Place Dampland

WEBSITES OF INTEREST

River Guardians
Birds of the Canning River
Friends of Queens Park Bushland
Urban Bush Council

http://www.riverguardians.com (inc Dolphin Watch)
http://www.canningriverbirds.com
https://www.friendsofqueensparkbushland.org.au
https:/www.bushlandperth.org.au
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It’s been a long hot summer
by Sue Stanley

As we bid farewell to the long hot summer/autumn days we
would like to thank our 28 watering volunteers for making
themselves available to help keep our plants alive. This
summer has been particularly harsh with above average
temperatures including a couple of 40 degree plus heatwaves
and below average number of days on which we received
rain. All this being said, I think we still had a 97% survival rate
across all the sites.
We had to make some changes to the watering roster for April
because the City of Canning (CoC) was directed by the
Commonwealth Government to turn off all water points in
parks due to the Coronavirus. This meant we had to hastily
arrange another water source for Rob Bruce and Wadjup. I
would like to thank SERCUL (South Eastern Regional Centre for
Stanley
Urban Landcare) for loaning us their water tanker fortnightly
until April and then weekly until May. This includes dropping
off and picking up the tanker. I would also like to thank the CoC Natural Areas
Team for doing fortnightly watering of three of our sites.

The ‘BRUNO’

Another one of the challenges we faced was the hose reel, that was purchased
for the extended Rob Bruce rehabilitation site through our City of Canning Small
Community Grant last year, had a couple of defects and had to be replaced
under warranty. A couple of local residents, Kerry and Bruno Pulich, heard of
our problems and generously donated a sturdier hose reel. As we have a habit
of naming our donated watering carts and reels this one will be called ‘The
Bruno’. We will keep the other hose reel as a spare.

Keating

We would also like to thank Ken Keesing and Marion Jordans for letting us store
the hose reels at their residences during the watering season and Kirsty
Hitchman for again allowing us to use her water for our Central Rd site.

LENGTH OF CITY SERVICE FACILITATES A STRONG RELATIONSHIP
One of the underlying strengths in the partnership between CRREPA and the City of Canning has been the length of
service of some key staff in the City’s variously named Parks branch.
Through administrative restructures, succession of CEOs, threat of merger, Council dismissal, appointment of administrators and reestablishment of the elected Council, some Parks staff have been through it all and a couple continue to serve
the City. Mary Ross was the City’s first Parks Environs Officer when she started in 1996 with a large part of her role being
to work with environmental community groups. Mary is now Manager of Natural Area Management. Steve Atwell served
the City for about 24 years until 2016 as Manager Parks and Reserves, Parks and Streetscape Services and finally Director,
Infrastructure and Environment. Jenni Andrews joined the City in July 2007 as Parks Conservation officer and is now Senior
Environment Advisor.
The length and continuity of our collaboration with these officers is epitomised by Mary Ross who worked closely with
CRREPA members, including life members Diane Matthews and Max Risbey, when she wrote the first Shelley-Rossmoyne
Foreshore Management Plan in 2000 and then, 18 years later, oversaw with Jenni Andrews preparation of the second
Foreshore Management Plan to which CRREPA again made a major contribution.
In this and a subsequent issue of the newsletter we recognise these enduring relationships with profiles of Jenni and Mary
Keating
and their contributions to Canning Parks and Conservation
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Farm experiences at Lower Kalgan foster a career at Canning
by Stephen Johnston

The experience of growing up and helping her father on the family’s 52.6 hectare hectare farm at Lower Kalgan, east of
Albany, provided Jenni Andrews with an ideal foundation for a career in conservation management, imparting a love of
nature but also practical knowledge and self-reliance.
It certainly stood Jenni in good stead for her first job in 2004 as
reserves officer at the Serpentine Jarrahdale Shire, fresh out of
Leederville TAFE with a Diploma of Environmental Science Management. With 100 reserves to manage and minimal grants-based
funding, it was a huge challenge that required a lot of prioritising
and having to often decline community requests for assistance. But
it was also, she says, “great fun”, walking the bush patches to do
Natural Area Initial Assessments under the Perth Biodiversity Project
and learning from a botanist and environmental planner at the Shire
who were “great mentors.”
The steep learning curve continued as Jenni travelled to the UK in
2006 and worked at the City of Winchester as a recycling officer,
helping the local community with the transition from 240-litre to 120
-litre bins as part of a European Union-wide initiative to cut waste to
landfill by 50 per cent.

Johnston

Back in WA the following year, Jenni resumed her old job at Serpentine Jarrahdale. But after a couple of months and
refusal of her request for a pay rise prompted by high inflation at the time, she decided it was time to expand her
knowledge beyond bushland management to the river environment and landed a job at the City of Canning.
It came with new challenges as she was responsible for supervising the Natural Areas Team (NAT), starting her day at the
City depot every morning at 7.00 and coordinating their work programs. Jenni introduced a bush management program for
the NAT that still continues, assessing and prioritising reserves and implementing a works program around those priorities
covering weed management, revegetation and dieback treatments, access management and working with community
groups.
For a time in 2008 she helped Steve Atwell set up the Canning River Eco Education Centre (CREEC) at Kent Street Weir and
worked at the reception desk until an education officer was appointed. In 2011 Jenni had the opportunity to apply her
Aboriginal studies at Murdoch University, helping implement several indigenous initiatives at Canning including an
Aboriginal Trainee position on the NAT and cross-cultural training across some of the teams.
After breaks for maternity leave, Jenni moved into strategic development and implementation, starting with the City’s
Environment Management Strategy in 2013, the Fire Management Strategy and her major achievement, leading development of the City’s Local Biodiversity Strategy with its far-reaching vision that “over the next 20 years, the diversity
Stanley of
indigenous species and ecosystems is conserved, resilient to threats, restored and valued by the local community.” The
Strategy’s 12 targets are ambitious, like revegetating 250 hectares of degraded or cleared land using local species and a
minimum 20 per cent increase in local native trees in City streets and parks, but progress is underway and this year alone it
is expected that two hectares of land will be restored across a number of locations including Ferndale Flats in the
Canning River Regional Park.
Add to all of this Jenni’s shared responsibility for implementation of the Shelley-Rossmoyne Foreshore Management Plan
and for the conversion by 30 June of part of the drainage corridor in Nurdi Park into a 'living stream' and it’s not surprising
she finds one of the hardest parts of the job is being too busy, with time always at a premium.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS and THANK YOUs
We are very grateful for the support provided by the City of Canning, SERCUL and DBCA.
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SHELLEY FORESHORE BECOMES A HAVEN FOR OVERSEAS VISITORS

The last few months have been an exciting time for our resident bird watchers on the foreshore with two new species
being added to our bird sighting list. The current total is 86 which has increased by four in the last year.

Whimbrel

In December a Whimbrel, which was initially spotted at Wadjup Point and later at
Grecian’s Spit and Yagan Reserve, spent a week or more feeding on the delights the
foreshore had to offer.

Stanley

The Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus variegatus) is a medium sized curlew which
has a long, slightly curved bill. They breed in central Siberia to Iceland, spend their
summers feeding in northern Australian and are uncommon further south. They
feed on invertebrates like worms and crustaceans and occasionally fish which they
catch by probing the intertidal mudflats. Once the availability of their food source
drops they fly back to the northern hemisphere.

In February the phones were running hot between our birdwatchers when a flock of up to eight Black-tailed Godwits were
spotted on Grecian’s Spit. They spent several days feeding along the shoreline up to the Shelley Beach jetty.
Asiatic Black-tailed Godwits (Limosa limosa melanuroides) are a large wader with a long bill. They breed in Mongolia,
northern China, Siberia and far eastern Russia and migrate to South East Asia, Philippines and northern Australia where
they are found in estuarine habitats, inland lakes and freshwater wetlands. They mainly eat invertebrates like insects,
molluscs and crustaceans, also aquatic plants and occasionally fish eggs and tadpoles. The most common feeding method
is to probe vigorously often with the head completed submerged.

Black-tailed Godwit

Black-tailed Godwits feeding
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Annual Shorebird Count
This year we again staked out two locations—Grecian’s Spit and Wadjup Point. The weather and the company was
perfect. We recorded 17 species at Grecian’s Spit and 28 at Wadjup including the Fairy Terns.
Life members Diane and Gary Matthews
at Grecian’s Spit

Keating
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