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Welcome to  
Term 4, 2021

The end of the year is fast 
approaching but we still have lots 

of environmentally focused activities for 
you and your students to participate in!

First and foremost, teachers and students 
have the opportunity to have a say in how 
schools enact climate change action by 
working with AAEE on their submission 
to the Education and Health Standing 
Committee, which is a parliamentary 
committee made up of members of 
Parliament.

National Water Week is coming up and 
what better way to celebrate this years 
theme of caring for water and Country 
than by taking a paddle down the Canning 
River during SERCULs Canoeing on the 
Canning Professional Development Day!  
If you are interested don’t delay, sign up 
today as registrations close on the 15th 
October.

Little Green Steps have some great 
learning opportunities during Term 4 for 
Early Years Educators and Nearer to 
Nature invite you and your students to 
engage with all of the wonderful aquatic 
macroinvertebrates in our waterways at 
the moment through their curriculum-
linked excursions for Kindy to Year 12s.

And how about getting your students out 
in the school garden for 10 minutes to 
undertake the Wild Pollinator Count! Or 
learning about our freshwater turtles and 
how you can help save them!

What ever you do this Term, there is 
always some way to connect with nature!   
Enjoy Term 4!

Regards,

Natasha Bowden
Phosphorus Awareness Project

SERCUL Educators 
Newsletter

If you would like to receive our 
newsletter sign up here  
www.sercul.org.au/signup/ 

SERCUL’s

EnviroFEST 2021
Join SERCUL and a host of other environmentally focused community groups and retail out-

lets for Whiteman Park’s flagship public conservation event on Saturday October 16, 2021. 
Learn about ways to improve your sustainability in the home and connect with environmental 
conservation in and around our city through sustainability workshops, short talks (including one 
about frogs given by SERCULs Natasha Bowden) and stalls. There will also be a dedicated 
Kids Eco Zone full of talks and activities! And best of all, entry is FREE!! For more information 
go to www.whitemanpark.com.au/whats-on/envirofest

Now’s your chance to have YOUR SAY! 

The Australian Association for Environmental Education (AAEE) WA 
Chapter has been invited by the Education and Health Standing Com-

mittee to make a submission into the response of Western Australian 
schools to climate change and they need the help of teachers and students 
to prepare it! 

In particular, the inquiry will consider: 
a. The co-benefits of climate action in schools 
• What are the co-benefits of climate action in schools for student learning; student and staff 

physical and mental health; financial savings in the education system; and for the com-
munity?

• Are these co-benefits recognised and promoted?
• Is there an opportunity to cross-promote existing environmental and health activities being 

undertaken in schools as climate action?
b. Climate change mitigation and adaptation actions currently being undertaken in 
schools, and the benefits they are achieving 
• How and why have these actions been initiated within schools?
• The Committee is particularly interested to hear about examples of climate action in 

schools which are low or zero cost, have been locally developed, involve community part-
nerships and/or are Aboriginal led and recognise indigenous knowledge.

c. Barriers that schools encounter in undertaking climate action and how these can be 
addressed 
• Barriers may include (but are not limited to) complexity, resources and cost, policies and 

regulations, and reluctant attitudes towards climate action.
d. What more can be done to support schools to respond to climate change
• How can capacity be built within schools to prepare for and respond to climate change?
• How can schools be equipped to make well informed decisions about undertaking climate 

action?
• How are schools outside WA being supported to undertake climate action, and could 

aspects of this be adopted in WA?
The Committee will consider school-based climate change mitigation and adaptation actions 
including (but not limited to) water, energy, transport, healthy and ecologically sustainable diet, 
biodiversity and green spaces, purchasing and waste and built environment.

AAEE WA invite everyone to participate in this process by:
• Completing a survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/AAEESubmissionClimateChange; and/

or
• Sending ideas/reports to info@aaee.org.au; and/or
• Meeting with them at the Canning River Eco Education Centre (CREEC) in Wilson on Fri-

day 15th October from 1.00pm– 3.30pm to discuss and refine the direction of the submis-
sion. 

Ministerial Inquiry into WA Schools and 
Climate Change Action

https://www.facebook.com/SERCUL1/
http://www.sercul.org.au/signup/
www.surveymonkey.com/r/AAEESubmissionClimateChange
mailto:info%40aaee.org.au?subject=Ministerial%20Inquiry%20into%20WA%20Schools%20and%20Climate%20Education


PAP Incursions  
for Schools

The Phosphorus Awareness Project 
(PAP) is concerned about the high 

levels of nutrients that are causing algal 
blooms in the Swan and Canning Rivers 
and associated wetlands. PAP offers 
incursions, excursions and resources to 
school and community groups concerning 
this issue and how we can look after our 
waterways and the animals and plants that 
live there, including:

• Algae Buster Incursions are interactive, 
fun programs where students learn about 
catchments, nutrients and algae through a 
catchment story or river food web.

• Building a Frog Habitat is a 
must have incursion if a school is 
considering building a frog habitat.  
Students learn about the frogs of 
the Perth Region and listen to their 
calls. All the essential elements in 
constructing a frog habitat are also 
covered.

• Go Fish! allows students to learn about 
the diversity of fish that live in our local 
waterways and what we can do to protect 
our native fish.

• Turtle-ology! teaches students about the 
life cycle of the Long-Necked Turtle and 
the various impacts humans have on them 
at each stage.

• Macroinvertebrates and Minibeasts 
gives students the opportunity to 
observe the little creatures that live in 
our waterways or on land up close and 
personal.

• Bush Tucker allows students to learn 
about the Noongar seasons and how the 
traditional owners used a range of native 
plants at different times of the year.

• Life Cycles: Frogs, Mistletoe or 
Dragonflies  gives students the 
opportunity to learn about the life 
processes of these plants and animals. 

• Aquatic Weeds informs students about 
the environmental problems that occur 
when plants from ponds and aquariums 
are released into drains and waterways to 
become weeds!

To find out if your incursion is free go 
to https://www.sercul.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2019/07/SERCUL-PAPSchool-
Charge-Map.pdf

For further information or to book an 
incursion to your school please contact: 
Natasha Bowden on 9458 5664 
or email natashabowden@sercul.org.au

National Water Week is happening from the 18th - 24th of October and 
there’s no better way to learn about caring for water and Country than 

by joining a group of like-minded teachers, youth leaders and community 
members to explore the local biodiversity of the Canning River Regional Park at 
SERCULs Canoeing on the Canning Professional Development Day! 

By canoe and on foot, you will learn about the fresh and salt water ecosystems 
of the area and the key environmental issues that threaten them. Guest 
speakers from Djirrily Dreaming, SERCUL, Nearer to Nature, CREEC, Little 
Green Steps and The Wetlands Centre will cover Noongar use of country and 
discuss the wide range of environmental education opportunities available to 
groups within the Perth region.

All participants will receive lunch and a pack containing some great resources 
to support their learning programs. Register now for only $88 including GST! 
Registrations can be made by contacting Natasha Bowden on 9458 5664 or via 
email at natashabowden@sercul.org.au before the 15th October.

Canoeing on the Canning 
Professional Development Day 

22nd October 2021

Last 
chance 

to register...
only $88

incl GST

https://www.sercul.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SERCUL-PAPSchool-Charge-Map.pdf
https://www.sercul.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SERCUL-PAPSchool-Charge-Map.pdf
https://www.sercul.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SERCUL-PAPSchool-Charge-Map.pdf
mailto:natashabowden%40sercul.org.au?subject=SERCUL%20School%20Incursions
mailto:natashabowden%40sercul.org.au?subject=Canoeing%20on%20the%20Canning


Environmental Education  
for Early Years Educators

Little Green Steps WA (LGS WA) is a unique and innovative program that partners with early childhood education providers 
to connect them with a hub of practical resources to achieve a lifetime of sustainable living. They have a number of events 

coming up for Early Years Educators to participate in:

Reducing Waste in Early Years Settings – City of Fremantle & Hilton Harvest 
Saturday 23rd October 2021, 10.30am - 1.00pm at Fremantle PCYC - ‘Back Room’ 2/34 Paget St Hilton, 6163 then at the Hilton harvest community garden 

behind.

This workshop, which is funded by Waste Wise Schools, provides Early Years Educators with a new opportunity to learn closed loop organic recycling at a 
community garden.
Update your waste reduction tool box of skills and resources through this fun, interactive workshop where you will:
• Learn about waste and the problems it can cause with a special focus on waste generated in early years settings;
• Learn what happens to waste from the City of Fremantle Waste Officer;
• Explore links to the NQS, EYLF and WA Curriculum;
• Hear what others are doing to reduce waste in their early childhood services; and
• Take away ideas and activities you can run with children to help them learn about waste issues and close the loop on organic waste.
Participants will also receive the 2020 UPDATE of Little Green Steps WA early childhood waste reduction kit. 

Register at www.surveymonkey.com/r/PCYCFreo by Friday 22nd October 2021 or contact Megan Mentz at m.mentz@aaeewa.org.au or on 0413 546 
648. These workshops are FREE for Early Years, Out of School Care and Family Day care services in the City of Fremantle and SMRC region.

Healthy Choices, Healthy Environments - Sustainable Energy, Air and Transport 

Saturday 6th November 2021, 10.00am - 12.30pm at Nido Early School, 1 Cameron Court, Willetton, 6155
Join Little Green Steps WA for fun, practical ways to reduce pollution, save money and stay healthy! In this workshop you will learn about bikes and other 
active transport options, how to audit your business and understand your energy bills. Workshop includes:
• Ideas and inspiration for involving children in practical activities and routines
• Links between energy, air and transport and the EYLF and NQS
• Real life examples and information about how to save money
• A chance to connect with other early years educators

Register at https://www.trybooking.com/BTRGA by Friday 5th November 2021 or contact Megan Mentz at m.mentz@aaeewa.org.au or on 0413 546 648. 
This workshop is subsidised for services within the City of Canning. A fee of $20 applies to non City services.

Environmental Education  
for Students

Nearer to Nature has hands-on curriculum-linked excursions catering for students 
from Kindy to Year 12 that guide students through an engaging exploration of a 

water world teeming with life. 
Creepy crawlies in the Canning (Kindy-Yr 2)
Exploring life underwater Investigate what lives in the Canning River without even getting wet! Students take samples from the river and then the fascinating 
features of aquatic invertebrates are viewed using our “larger than life” projector. 
Duration: 90 mins  Cost: $8 per student ($160min.)
Venue: Canning River Eco Education Centre (Wilson)

Take a dip (Primary: Yrs 3-6 and Secondary: Yrs 7-10) 
Students sample and record the amazing and diverse aquatic macroinvertebrate communities. *Classification, adaptations or food webs focus on request.
Duration: 90 mins  Cost: $8 per student ($160min.)
Venues: Canning River Eco Education Centre (Wilson)

Water features and creatures (Yrs 7-10) 
Measure and assess the living and non-living components of a water body. Through field work, such as water quality testing and macroinvertebrate sampling, 
explore how these components affect each other. Choose a Biology or Geography focus. 
Duration: 4 hours  Cost: $16.50 per student ($330 min.)
Venue: Canning River Eco Education Centre (Wilson)

Aquatic ecosystems (Yrs 11-12) 
Investigate connections within an aquatic or wetland ecosystem by measuring and characterising its biotic and abiotic components. Test the water quality, 
sample the macroinvertebrate community and consider the role of humans in modifying the ecosystems. 
Duration: 4 hours Cost: $16.50 per student ($330 min.)
Venues: Canning River Eco Education Centre (Wilson), Lake Joondalup (two site comparison option - Site 1: Picnic Cove, Site 2: Neil Hawkins Park)
To book contact Nearer to Nature by phone on 9295 2244 or email n2n@dbca.wa.gov.au.

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PCYCFreo
mailto:m.mentz%40aaeewa.org.au?subject=Reducing%20Waste%20in%20Early%20Years%20Settings
https://www.trybooking.com/BTRGA
mailto:m.mentz%40aaeewa.org.au?subject=Healthy%20Choices%2C%20Healthy%20Environments
mailto:n2n%40dbca.wa.gov.au?subject=Excursion%20request


What can you do to....Save Our Turtles?!
Australia’s freshwater turtles are under serious threat, and they need our help for survival! There is mounting evidence 

to suggest that many turtle species are declining across Australia due to widespread drought, fox predation and human 
activities. Important evidence needs to be gathered, and gathered quickly, to ensure their survival...and that’s where you 
can help!!

In Perth we have two freshwater turtle species - the Western Swamp Turtle (Pseudemydura umbrina), which is Australia’s 
rarest reptile, and the Southwestern Snake-Necked Turtle (Chelodina oblonga), which is a near-threatened species. The 
Western Swamp Turtle was thought to be extinct for over 100 years, before it was rediscovered by a school boy in the 
Swan Valley in 1953. Since then a successful breeding program by the Perth Zoo has boosted their numbers in captivity 
and in the wild. They still however only inhabit two small habitats in the Swan Valley. The Southwestern Snake-Necked 
Turtle is more widespread throughout the South West of Western Australia. They are commonly found in permanent and 
seasonal freshwater habitats including rivers, lakes, swamps and natural and constructed wetlands. Threats to their sur-
vival include habitat modification and destruction, predation and being hit by motor vehicles.

There are a number of things you can do to help our turtles:
• Be a turtle bodyguard - when you see a turtle keep your distance and observe. If you see ravens attacking, wave 

them off! If they need help, such as crossing a busy road, and it is safe to do so then assist them by moving them in 
the direction in which they were travelling. Don’t presume they need to go back to the nearest wetland as they could be 
a female leaving the wetland to go lay her eggs. If baby turtles or hatchlings are spotted, however, they can be taken 
directly to the nearest wetland. If Turtles are injured or dead take them to WA Wildlife in Bibra Lake or another local 
wildlife rehabilitation centre.

• Record your sightings on the TurtleSAT App or website www.turtlesat.org.au - TurtleSAT is a new website where 
communities are mapping the location of freshwater turtles in wetlands and waterways across the country. Your help 
is needed to record turtles when you see them, their nests or evidence of predation by pests such as foxes. Entering 
data is easy, just zoom to your current location and place a marker on the map, then insert the details of your observa-
tion in the form provided. You can also upload your photos to the Photo Gallery and they will display on the TurtleSAT 
website.

• Join a Turtle Saving Team - help the City of Cockburn and Murdoch University’s Saving the Southwestern Snake-
Necked Turtle Project team track turtles, undertake wetland surveys and protect nests. Contact Jane Chambers 
(j.chambers@murdoch.edu.au) or the City of Cockburn (environmentaleducation@cockburn.wa.gov.au) for more 
information. Or join Friends of the Western Swamp Tortoise by heading to www.westernswamptortoise.com.au.

• Learn about the Southwestern Snake-Necked Turtle - book a Turtle-ology incursion for your class in 2022 by con-
tacting Natasha at SERCUL (natashabowden@sercul.org.au).

www.turtleSAT.org.au

Above: Southwestern Snake-Necked Turtle

Left: Western Swamp Turtle (Photo credit: 
Friends of the Western Swamp Tortoise)

mailto:j.chambers%40murdoch.edu.au?subject=Turtle%20Trackers
mailto:environmentaleducation%40cockburn.wa.gov.au?subject=Turtle%20Trackers
http://www.westernswamptortoise.com.au
mailto:natashabowden%40sercul.org.au?subject=Turtle-ology%20booking


ALGAE BUSTER

PHOSPHORUS
AWARENESS

PROJECT

SERCUL’s PAP program is funded by:For further information contact:

Natasha Bowden
Education and Promotion Manager
natashabowden@sercul.org.au

P| 9458 5664 
W| www.sercul.org.au

1 Horley Road, Beckenham, WA

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

(WA CHAPTER)

SERCUL is a proud member of:

SUSTAINABLE
SCHOOLS WA

Important Dates  
Term 4, 2021

October  

11th First Day of Term 4
18th - 24th National Bird Week
 https://birdlife.org.au/get-involved/whats-on/bird-week/

 National Water Week
 https://www.awa.asn.au/AWA_MBRR/About_AWA/National_

Water_Week.aspx

November
13th - 21st  Australian Pollinator Week
 https://www.australianpollinatorweek.org.au/

3rd - 9th Landcare Week
 https://landcareaustralia.org.au/landcareweek/

8th - 14th National Recycling Week
 https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/nationalrecyclingweek/about

10th World Science Day for Peace and Development
 https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-science-day

December
5th World Soil Day
 https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-soil-day

 International Volunteer Day
 https://www.un.org/en/observances/volunteer-day

6th - 12th  Coastcare Week
 https://landcareaustralia.org.au/coastcare/

16th Last Day of Term 4

Australian Pollinator Week & the 
Wild Pollinator Count 

13 - 21 November 2021

Australian Pollinator Week acknowledges the 
important role pollinators play in the environment 

and aims to raise awareness of the ways in which 
we can support their needs!

The process of pollination, whereby the male sex 
cells of plants (pollen) are transferred to the female 
reproductive parts of flowers, is largely undertaken 
by animals. Animal pollinators drive biodiversity by 
providing essential ecosystem services in natural 
landscapes and the agricultural/horticultural and 
urban environments and by doing so they contribute 
to nutrient recycling, soil formation, climate 
regulation and much more. 

The majority of pollinator species are wild and 
include bees, some flies, butterflies, moths, 
wasps, beetles, thrips, birds, bats and mosquitoes! 
Managed pollinator species, such as honey bees, 
are particularly important as pollinators of food 
crops, however crop yields and/or quality depend 
upon the diversity and abundance of both managed 
and wild species. 

Reports suggest that globally pollinators are in 
decline! In Australia, a lack of research means that 
there is insufficient data to know conclusively what 
is happening, however anecdotal evidence suggests 
they may be in decline here too. But you and your 
students can help gather the information scientists 
need by participating in the Wild Pollinator Count 
from the 14th - 21st November. How? Just by taking 
10 minutes to watch flowers in your garden or local 
park and reporting on what you see! For more 
information go to www.wildpollinatorcount.com.

SERCUL Shop

Visit SERCUL’s online shop to 
order:

• A variety of nature based 
books about wetlands, birds 
and regional parks;

www.sercul.org.au/
shop

• Freshwater Fishes, Crayfishes & Mussels of the Southwest Field Guide, Teachers 
Guides and Film;

• Noongar Seasons Poster;
• Noongar Symbols and Language Posters - a set of six based on the themes of land, 

tools, tracks, people, plants and animals, and the sky.

Count me
in!

mailto:natashabowden%40sercul.org.au?subject=
http://www.sercul.org.au
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https://www.australianpollinatorweek.org.au/
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