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Lots 67 and 171 Skeet Road, Forrestdale

F

and environmental mistreatment in the former private blocks, Lots 67 and 171 Skeet
Road, it is a pleasure to announce that positive actions have begun. The WA Planning Commission acquired the
blocks in June 2020 for inclusion in the Anstey-Keane conservation reserve, and the long awaited cable fences on
Ranford and Skeet Roads are now complete. However, important as they are, fences alone are not enough to deter
recalcitrant offenders who repeatedly cut them and enter the reserve to do damage. As a backup, large concrete barriers
have been placed at entry points and 24hr monitored video surveillance with recorded spoken warnings has been
positioned at key locations. Signs, clearly showing what is and is not permitted in the reserve, have also been erected.
OLLOWING YEARS OF NEGLECT

These measures are crucial in protecting this important reserve from further harm. In addition to the damage caused
by off-road vehicles, an enormous amount of rubbish has been dumped in these two blocks; the photo below is a small
example. It will be removed by contractors and the job will be huge, as much of the rubbish has been thrown into dense
vegetation, making it difficult to retrieve. Work should begin soon and Friends of Forrestdale members and other
volunteers will help with the clean-up.

2019 Fire - Lake Forrestdale Nature Reserve

O

N 3 DECEMBER 2019, an arsonist started a fire that burned bushland surrounding Lake Forrestdale, taking out around

45ha and destroying quality native vegetation that will take years to recover. The fire started on Oxley Road and,
driven by a southwest breeze, quickly spread east. It travelled around the south and east sides of the lake to near
the Forrestdale Primary School on Broome Street where it was extinguished.
Frequent fires do immeasurable harm to native environments and our remnant metropolitan nature reserves are
particularly vulnerable. Besides damage to vegetation, untold numbers of native animals living in the bushland are
impacted by fires. Birds, mammals, reptiles, invertebrates and amphibians are either killed directly, or severely affected
by bushfires through destruction of their environment and food supplies.
Remnant nature reserves are at great risk of biodiversity depletion from fires. Once fauna and flora species are wiped
out by fire, there is little opportunity for replacement when the reserve is surrounded by development.
Another consequence of fires is weed encroachment. Following fires, invasive opportunistic weeds such as veldt grass
are quick to take hold and with each successive fire they become increasingly dominant, smothering and displacing native
plants. Dry grassy weeds then become a
much greater fire risk than the original
native vegetation.
It is therefore imperative that every
effort be made to safeguard our precious
bushland from the harmful effects of fire.
Left: the photo, taken in a burnt section
fringing the lake two months after the fire,
shows the depleted understory and
blackened paperbark trees beginning to
sprout new growth.
Below: happily, this southern heath
monitor
(Varanus
rosenbergi),
photographed in a burnt section near the
lake’s edge, managed to escape the blaze.

Lake Forrestdale Cygnet Rescue

L

of a wetland impacted by a drying climate. The consequences of diminishing
rainfall and government and private groundwater extraction are that the lake holds less water than in the past and
dries up sooner than it ever did before.
The lake has always been a favoured site for nesting swans, but in recent years, problems arise when it dries before
cygnets are old enough to fly. Moreover, once water in the lake falls below a certain level and conditions become
unsuitable, adult swans fly to other wetlands for their own survival, leaving the cygnets behind. Without protection from
the adults, defenceless cygnets quickly fall prey to foxes or die from exposure.
In September 2008, after witnessing this distressing situation year after year, Friends of Forrestdale approached the
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC), as it was then, with a view to conducting a cygnet rescue on the
lake. The proposal was to catch the cygnets and relocate them to metropolitan wetlands that still had adequate water;
cygnets too small to fend for themselves could be placed in care until ready for release.
The plan was agreed upon and the first cygnet rescue at Lake Forrestdale took place in January 2009. Over ninety DEC
staff and volunteers conducted the operation and thirteen cygnets were caught. The media was present and several TV
stations covered the event. In December the same year another rescue took place and since then a cygnet rescue at Lake
Forrestdale has occurred most years.
Over the years, the operation has been streamlined and rather than mustering the cygnets into holding pens erected
on the lake edge—as was the case in initial operations—volunteers now herd them into a cluster out in the lake and catch
them with nets. This photo shows Parks & Wildlife Service staff and volunteers at a previous rescue preparing for a muster.
AKE FORRESTDALE IS A TYPICAL EXAMPLE

Due to good rainfall over winter and the lake being deeper than it has been for years, it was hoped the cygnets would
be mature enough to fly before the lake dried up, obviating the need for a rescue. But that unfortunately will not be the
case. The extreme heat over Christmas and New Year and little rain since October has meant the lake’s water levels are
dropping fast. There are currently more than 150 cygnets on the lake and it is likely that only a few will fledge in time. So
another rescue is planned for Friday 14 January. To avoid heat stress to the birds (and people) rescues begin early. Anyone
wishing to participate should meet at the Moore Street car park from 5.15am (see next page for further information).
The water depth is currently ~170mm and the lake is teeming with waterbirds. Australian shelduck, Pacific black duck,
grey teal, black-winged stilts and red-capped plovers are present in large numbers. In the snapshot below (taken 3 Jan
2022) of a section of the lake are duck species, adult swans and some of the cygnets that will need to be rescued.

The information below from Parks and Wildlife Service is for anyone wishing to help with the rescue:
“…we are asking for your assistance once again. Help is needed as monitoring of lake depth and cygnet numbers
indicate that we will need to intervene and rescue cygnets from Forrestdale Lake nature reserve.
We plan to undertake the rescue operation with your help next Friday 14 January 2022.
As always, David James from the Friends of Forrestdale has been monitoring cygnet numbers and lake levels,
estimating that approximately 80 cygnets are currently on the lake, and some will need assistance.
We are looking for as many volunteers as possible to assist on the day. At the last relocation we had good numbers
of volunteers and staff, however we can always use more people. Please feel free to forward the message and this
email around to your volunteers and friends and let us know if you are able to be present on the day and number of
people in your team attending.
The operation will take the same format as all previous rescues with volunteers and Parks and Wildlife Service
(PWS) staff meeting at the Moore Street car park (next to Skeet Park) where we will sign in and conduct a short
operational and safety briefing. We would like to be ready to go by 6am.
Meet at: Moore Street car park from 05:15am sign in - operational and safety briefing - move out to lake.
Toilets: will be open from 5:15am at the Forrestdale Community Hall which is located close by on the corner of
Armadale Road and Weld Street. Cars can also be parked here to reduce congestion on Moore Street and car pool
down to Moore Street. (Please do not park in front of the Skeet Park gate on Moore Street).
COVID Arrangements: *We will be operating under the latest WA Health Department Guidelines which includes
signing a register. The operation will be outdoors, however please bring your masks in case of any changes.
Antibacterial hand sanitiser will also be available.
Once we identify where the cygnets are located on the lake we will organise into groups of 10-12 people, walk the
edge of the lake waterbody forming three linked sectors with a PWS officer in company of a specialist wildlife
volunteer leading each sector. From here the sectors will close in to form a small circle allowing the capture of
cygnets with pole nets. Once we are back at the boardwalk, wildlife carers will check and allocate animals into care
or a new lake location.
The operation should conclude at approximately 07:45am.
What to bring: wear a hat, long sleeve shirt, long pants, gloves, wellington boots. Extra sunscreen, insect repellent
and drinking water will be available.
**Please assist us by bringing any pole nets or waterbird transport crates if you have them**
Some hazards: Deep water in some areas, mud, snakes, weather, insects etc. Please be mindful of your own
medical and fitness level as walking across the lake in mud and water can be tiring.
To speed the process up on the day please make yourself aware of the Department's Health and Safety Induction;
Volunteer Code of Conduct; Cultural Awareness for Volunteers. These can be found at this
link: https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/parks-and-wildlife-service/volunteering-with-parks-and-wildlife (scroll down the
page to the Download section).Volunteer registration on the day: from 5:15am. All volunteers are asked to sign on
as soon as you arrive and at the end of the relocation please sign off (if you need to leave early please ask someone
to sign you off).”

Christmas Tree (Nuytsia floribunda)

B

in the bushland in spring and summer mark the presence of the Western Australian
Christmas tree, a glorious, easily recognisable tree endemic to southwest WA.
Belonging to the plant family Loranthaceae (showy mistletoes), the Christmas tree’s genus Nuytsia is monotypic
(one species only) and is named after Pieter Nuyts, a Dutch mariner and diplomat who was part of a 1626-27 Dutch East
India Company expedition exploring the southern coast of Australia. The species name floribunda is in reference to the
plant’s abundance of flowers.
Aboriginal people know the WA Christmas tree as Moodjar (spelling varies, Mooja being one alternative) and to them
the tree is highly spiritual. Traditional belief is that the tree is connected with the spirits of the dead who rested on the
flowers and branches on their way to the land of their ancestors. The Moodjar tree has also gone by the name of Kaanya,
meaning recently departed soul. Owing to its deep spiritual associations, this iconic tree is afforded the utmost respect in
Aboriginal culture.
RIGHT SPLASHES OF VIVID ORANGE

A Christmas tree with blackened bark, caused by a previous bushfire; the understory is Austrostipa a species of native speargrass.

The Christmas tree—so named because its flowering time and the Christmas season coincide—occurs in a range of soil
and vegetation types from Kalbarri National Park to Israelite Bay and has the distinction of being the largest parasitic plant
in the world. Related to mistletoe, it is more accurately described as a hemi-parasite, as it not only derives moisture and
nutrients from other plants (including grass) through its haustorial roots, it is also capable of photosynthesis.
While most Christmas trees are relatively small, some will grow up to ten metres tall, often with irregular shapes, as
the brittle branches can easily snap from the weight of the flowers.
The flowers of the Christmas tree draw a range of animals including birds and insects that are attracted to the rich
supply of nectar. (Nowadays the predominant animal to be seen at the flowers around Perth is the introduced European
honeybee; adaptable and pervasive, they congregate in large numbers at Christmas tree flowers—as well as numerous
other flowering native plants—and it is likely that in so doing, they displace many native nectar-feeding species.)

The attractive winged seeds of the Christmas tree are designed for wind dispersal, unusual in the mistletoe family, and
festoon the tree following flowering. In cultivation, the seeds are said to germinate easily, but plants generally don’t
survive for long, despite being accompanied by a host plant. Coupled with the fact that they take many years to flower,
Christmas trees are rarely grown commercially.
While the Christmas tree is still reasonably plentiful over much of its range, land clearing and housing development
have taken their toll. Furthermore, specimens that have escaped the bulldozer in farm paddocks can suffer impacts from
stock through ringbarking and soil compaction.
Greater appreciation and awareness is therefore needed to ensure that these eye-catching trees that brighten the
bushland with bursts of colour each spring and summer can be afforded the best level of protection, not only now, but
also far into the future.

The spotted jezebel (Delias aganippe) is one of the native insects particularly attracted to the flowers of the WA Christmas tree.
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