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Phosphorus Awareness Project on 9458 5664.
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The Phosphorus Awareness Project is a community campaign aiming to preserve the 

health of the Swan and Canning Rivers.  The Project is managed by the South East 
Regional Centre for Urban Landcare and is supported by the Swan River Trust.
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1. Can you spot the difference between pictures A and B?

2. Which picture (A or B) do you think shows the best way to wash youR car? Why?

3. How does detergent from washing cars get into our rivers? (Hint: Picture B)

4. What damage does this detergent do to our rivers?

A

Car DETERGENTS

B

Is your car washed on the lawn or pavement?

This woman is putting lots of fertiliser on her lawn and
garden. She wants it to be nice and green. She thinks lots
is best..

5. Do you think she is right or would less be better?

6. Where do you think the extra fertiliser ends up?

7. What damage does this do to our rivers?

Fertilisers

Answers:
1.Car Ais washed on the lawn which is soaking up the water and nutrients. Car B is washed on the pavement and the water and nutrients are going into the drain.
2. Picture Ais the best way. The lawn can use the water and nutrients for growth - the water is recycled. In Picture B the water is going into the drain.
3.Through drains. Drains in the street are connected to our rivers. Anything that goes in the drains goes into our rivers.
4.Most detergents contain Phosphorus that triggers harmful algal growth in our rivers in the summer.
5.Less is definitely better - the less fertiliser we use the better. Our soils can not hold much fertiliser and most is washed underground and into our rivers where it causes

algal blooms.
6.It ends up in our rivers. The fertiliser is washed by rain or watering deep underground into the groundwater which eventually ends up in our rivers.
7.It is polluting the river by causing the growth of harmful algae. Since most fertilisers contain Phosphorus and fertilisers can easily get into the rivers, there is plenty of

“food” for algae.

most fertilisers contain
phosphorus (as well as
other nutrients). We

should use a phosphorus
free or low phosphorus

fertiliser.


