WHAT HAPPENS WHEN ALGAE GROWS IN OUR RIVERS?

o PLANTS AND ANIMALS DIE

o SMELLY GASES FORM - T STINKS!

o AGREEN SLUDGE GROWS WHICH LOOKS HORRIBLE
HUMANS CAN BE HARMED

WE HAVE TO STOP USING THE RIVER
FOR RECREATION

HEALTH WARNING

S
ATER MAY CAUSE ILL EFFECT:
e v:o HUMANS AND ANIMALS
ES
NO DIRECT WATER CONTACT ACTIVITI
(eg. SWIMMING / WADING)
NO PRAWNING / CRABBING / FISHING

e

Emcatves Cuctey Pusic St

SAFE CLEANING PRODVUCTS YOV CAN VSE...

CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

YOUR PARENTS MIGHT LIKE TO HELP. FUEASE Rl
* DOES YOUR FAMILY COMPOST GARDEN WASTE AND VEGETABLE SCRAPS? YES NO
* 00 YOU SWEEP LEAVES OR GRASS AWAY FROM YOUR DRAINS? YES NO
* DOES YOUR FAMILY WASH THE CAR ON THE LAWN? YES NO
* D0 YOU MAKE SURE FERTILISER DOES NOT WASH INTO DRAINS? YES NO
* DOES YOUR FAMILY USE PHOSPHORUS FREE DETERGENT? YES NO _
* D0 YOU PICK OP AFTER YOUR POG? YES NO
* (AN YOU AND YOUR FAMILY MAKE CHANGES TO REPUCE THE AMOUNT OF PHOSPHORUS -
AT GOES D E DRAIN AND E RIVER? ES &
THAT GOES DOWN THE DRAIN AND INTO THE RIVER Y NO i" ‘\og‘?’
IF YOU ANSWERED 'YES' TO MOST OF THESE QUESTIONS THEN... %g) e o\ "/\ \k‘z
OUR RIVERS WOULD LIKE TO THANK ¥OUY iy (g
WE CAN ALk MAKE A DIFFERENCE, TELL YOUR FAMILY ARD FRIERDSY : —
The Phosphorus Awareness Project is a community campaign aiming to preserve the  awcaesuster
SWAN . . - health of the Swan and Canning Rivers. The Project is managed by the South East o
RIVER For more information please contact the .3’14'\. Regional Centre for Urban Landcare and is supported by the Swan River Trust. "!.’i.“"-"L,
/ TRUST Phosphorus Awareness Project on 9458 5664. v y
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CAR DETERGENTS

:
e ’ /

I. CAN YOU SPOT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PICTURES A AND B?

2. WHICH PICTURE (A OR B) DO YOU THINK SHOWS THE BEST WAY TO WASH YOUR CAR? WHY?

3. HOW DOES DETERGENT FROM WASHING CARS GET INTO OUR RIVERS? (HINT: PICTURE B)

4. WHAT DAMAGE DOES THIS DETERGENT PO TO OUR RIVERS?

IS YOUR CAR WASHED ON THE LAWN OR PAVEMENT?

THIS WOMAN IS PUTTING LOTS OF FERTILISER ON HER LAWN AND
GARDEN. SHE WANTS T TO BE NICE AND GREEN. SHE THINKS LOTS

FERTILISERS

IS BEST..
5. DO YOU THINK SHE IS RIGHT OR WOULD LESS BE BETTER?
\__J‘
. 6. WHERE DO YOU THINK THE EXTRA FERTILISER ENDS OP?
: 2
_ﬁQ R 7. WHAT DAMAGE DOES THIS PO TO OUR RIVERS?
?‘f 7~ ~ “
L TN
/-7”"&' Q’W MOST FERTILISERS CONTAIN
»)

PHOSPHORUS (AS WELL AS
OTHER NUTRIENTS). WE
SHOULD USE A PHOSPHORUS
FREE OR LOW PHOSPHORUS
FERTILISER.
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STORMWATER DRAINS FEED INTO OUR RIVERS. XF THERE IS PHOSPHORVS GETTING

INTO THE STORMWATER DRAIRNS, IT Wikk GET INTO OUR RIVERS AND FEED ALGAE.

PHOSPHORVS CAN BE IN FERTILISERS, DETERGENTS, ANIMAL DROPPINGS, BREAD
FED TO WATER BIRDS, RUBBISH, SOIL, GARDEN WASTE AND WATER.

THERE IS A DRAIN NEAR OV THAT RURNS INTO A
STREAM, THEN TO A RIVER.

DETERGENTS

PHOSPHORUS 1S FOUND IN DISHWASHING LIQUIDS, WASHING POWDERS AND HOUSEHOLD CLEANING PROPUCTS. YOU CAN
BUY CLEANING PROPUCTS THAT ARE PHOSPHORUS FREE. TO FIND OUT WHICH ONES ARE PHOSPHORUS FREE CAREFULLY
READ THE LABELS. WASHING POWDERS DISPLAY AN NP OR PSYMBOL - NP MEANS NO PHOSPHORVS, P
MEARNS THERE IS PHOSPHORVS IN IT.

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT WHERE THE
PIPES FROM YOUR HOUSE EMPTY WASTE
INTO? HOUSEHOLD WASTE EMPTIES INTO THE
SEWERAGE SYSTEM OR SEPTIC TANKS.

SEWERAGE PIPES DUMP WASTE INTO THE
OCEAN. SEPTIC TANKS STORE WASTE IN OUR
BACKYARDS. THIS WASTE HAS PHOSPHORUS IN
IT.

8. SEPTIC TANKS CAN LEAK OR OVERFLOW.
WHERE DOES THE WASTE GO T0?

9. HOW (AN WE STOP PHOSPHORUS IN
DETERGENTS FROM GOING OUT OF OUR
PIPES?

DOG POO

DOG POO ALSO CONTAINS PHOSPHORUS. REMEMBER THE DRAINS AND
RIVERS. AWAYS PICK OP AFTER YOUR POG!

10. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING IS THE BEST WAY TO DISPOSE OF POG
POO AFTER |T HAS BEEN PICKED OP?

A) WRAP THE POO UP AND PUT IT IN THE BIN
B.) BURY IT IN YOUR GARDEN
C) COMPOST IT

0) PUT IT IN A WORM FARM
E) AL OF THE ABOVE

ANSWER:
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