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FOSRF RECOGNISED BY CITY OF CANNING

FoSRF was recognised in two of this year’s four City of Canning Community Citizen of the Year Awards at the
City's Australia Day celebrations at Shelley Beach Park.

FoSRF won the Award in the category of Active Community
Group. The Award citation said FosRF was: ”A dedicated group
working tirelessly to transform the local ecosystem, this group
has grown from its humble beginnings into a sophisticated
conservation force driving major restoration change. Through
innovative techniques and sustainable management practices,

their efforts have restored native vegetation corridors, safe-
 guarded water bird habitats, worked alongside educating local
schools, among many other activities. Their influences reaches
beyond hands-on work, shaping many City of Canning (CoC)
policies, proving the power of community action to inspire
real environmental change.”

Bannister Ward Councillor Ben Kunze; FOSRF life member Grecian
Sandwell; Stephen Johnston; FOSRF membership officer, Colma Keating
and former Deputy Mayor, Amanda Spencer-Teo after the presentation.

Stephen Johnston won the Award in the category of Senior Community
Citizen for sustained leadership in environmental conservation as
president of FOSRF/CRREPA, region-wide impact through his role as Chair
of the South East Regional Councill for Urban Landcare (SERCUL) and his
work in large-scale restoration, collaboration and community
education.

Mayor Patrick Hall said the awards provided an opportunity to
acknowledge and thank recipients for their contribution to the City.

“I sincerely thank each of this year’s award recipients for the time, care
and commitment they give to our community. Their efforts often happen
quietly and without expectation of recognition, yet the impact of their

: : : Bannister Ward Councilors Luke McCorkell and
work is _felt acrostc, our neighbourhoods, our environment and our [~ 7~°% " "= Stephen Johnston
community connections.

“These award recipients represent the heart of our community. Their generosity, leadership and willingness to
give back create a stronger, more connected City of Canning, and we are grateful for the difference
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RECENT PLANTINGS FLOURISH THROUGH THE DRY

Thanks in no small part to the great efforts of FOSRF members who volunteered for the watering roster, the
most recently planted foreshore revegetation areas at Halophila Bay and opposite Rob Bruce Park have fared
well over the dry spring-autumn period. We were fortunate also in having a fairly moderate summer with
only five days of more than 40 degrees between November and March.

The watering season came to a wonderfully welcome abrupt halt on 27 March when the remnant of Tropical
Cyclone Narelle interacted with a trough near the southwest coast to bring more than 60 mms of rain.

The approximately 500 plants at Halophila Bay opposite 131 to 137
Riverton Drive, Rossmoyne planted in 2024 with grant funding from
the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA)
. Community Rivercare Program, were watered weekly, CoC staff
~ alternating with contractors.

- Watering the CoC's Rob Bruce planting, funded by the
. Australian Government’s Urban Rivers and Catchments Program
(URCP) with the support of the City, DBCA and FoSRF, has presented
° some real challenges.

December we discovered that the soil brought in by the City for the ‘;
planting had become very hard when it dried out after the last of the
spring rain. Removing weeds with their roots intact was &
impossible and there were major concerns about the permeability of
the soil. These concerns were reinforced by news that a soil moisture
meter installed by the City in October read that the site was at stress '
point only a month later.

The City asked if our volunteers could alternate with their contractors
so the site was watered weekly. FOSRF Foreshore Coordinator, Sue #;
Stanley, had already advised that we didn’t have enough volunteers
for hand watering and instead suggested the use of sprinklers. After considerable testing by Sue of different
sprinklers, hose lengths and sprinkler locations, she divided the site into two and organised volunteer
rosters for each section.

The watering challenges for the 1028 square metre site prompted a
request by FOSRF president, Stephen Johnston, to the City’s Manager of =
Parks and Conservation, Rohan Gunton, that the City reduce significant-
ly its planned 2026 URCP-funded foreshore planting this year of 7340
tubestock over 3083 square metres. Stephen told Mr Gunton that
FoSRF did not have the volunteer capability to assist the City in water- &
ing the new areas.

Another quite different but predictable challenge for Rob Bruce was the &
invasion of many self-sown Casuarina obesa (River oak) seedlings.
Casuarinas are known as “pioneer species” that thrive in, and are well
adapted to, disturbed ground or, as with the Rob Bruce site - fresh soil.
Without intervention, the fast-growing Casuarinas would form a mono-
culture over much of the site and result in the death of many of the &
2200 plants that were put in by City staff and FOSRF volunteers last July. &
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MARY ROSS RETIRES FROM THE CITY OF CANNING
by Diane Matthews

After more than 20 years of dedicated service to the protection and enhancement of Canning’s natural
environment, Mary Ross has retired from the City’s Parks and Conservation branch. Mary left at the same
level as she started — technical officer. But in the intervening period she served for many years in various
senior management roles including Manager of Parks and Streetscape Services, Manager Parks and Environ-
ment and in 2017, acting Director Canning Environment. Mary dropped back to the technical officer level in
2022.

I have known Mary since the late 1990s when | was President of CRREPA.
At that time the concept of sustainable management of natural assets
was in its infancy. There was little or no guidance or even formal policy
and what passed for policy were proposals largely developed by pushy
individual personalities.

To its great credit CoC, through the counselling of Steve Atwell, then
Manager, Parks and Reserves, was aware of the changing attitudes and
could see the advantages of community consultation and partnerships to
assist in their responsibilities. Into this scene of organised chaos came
quiet, calm Mary. A sense of mutual cooperation and respect was further
developed between those involved in environmental management and
policy building at a local level.

We sincerely thank Mary for her patience and wise, professional guid-
ance and wish her a very interesting, happy and fulfilling time ahead.

Mary Ross (left) and Diane Matthews

BIRD COUNT HIGHLIGHTS FORESHORE’S IMPORTANCE
AS FEEDING AND RESTING SITE

A Sacred Kingfisher, a Little Grassbird, a raft of nearly 200 Musk Ducks and a flight of three Ospreys were
some of the highlights of FOSRF’s sightings during the annual National Shorebird Count on Saturday 22
February.

The total tally observed between 8 and 9.00
am that Saturday was 433 birds comprising 30
species at Wadjup Point and 19 species at
Grecian’s Spit. It positively highlighted the
importance of these two designated Significant
Habitat Areas as bird resting and feeding sites
while regrettably also negatively highlighting
the problem of irresponsible dog owners; the
. Sacred Kingfisher was disturbed by a dog off a
lead at Wadjup Point which is a dog on-lead
zone.

The 11 volunteers who took part included Jenny Christenson from Friends of Melville Bird Sanctuary which
extends over two areas of the Swan River foreshore east and west of Point Walter. Jenny was surprised at the
different birds—some they don’t see at the Sanctuary.
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ILLEGAL USE OF JET SKIS ON THE CANNING CAUSING MAJOR PROBLEMS

lllegal use of jet skis on Aquinas Bay is having a profound impact on the Canning River foreshore, its marine
and bird life and on the quality of life of nearby residents.

Concerned residents in Salter Point have said
jet skis were significant contributors to degra-
dation of the foreshore revegetation work of
local groups and stakeholders.

One resident said Aquinas Bay was once
frequented by sailboarders and kayakers but
had now become a racetrack for weekend jet
skis. “We are subjected to the constant engine |
revving and disrespectful behaviour only
meters away from our homes. Dolphins, £
Pelicans, Ospreys and Black Swans are now =
only found in the shallows further upstream. ¢
Foreshore erosion has claimed many trees and &=
left others with the bulk of their roots totally
exposed.”

Stanley

He said the Water Police had been notified on numerous occasions but the offenders were in mobile contact
with people around Deepwater Point who alerted them when the Police were on their way. “Before the Police
arrive they leave the Bay and when the Police have gone they return for more hooning.”

Department of Transport (DoT) zoning regulations are very clear — jet ski freestyling is prohibited in all areas of
the Swan Canning Riverpark except in one designated area southwest of Mill Point, South Perth. Jet skiers have
too often been seen by FOSRF members flouting another two DoT regulations, one that prohibits them from the
Canning River upstream of Salter Point and another that sets a 5 kmh speed limit for all watercraft outside the
Mt Pleasant water-ski area between 9.00 am and sunset. As the boating channel runs very close to the Shelley
foreshore, particularly around Prisoners and Wadjup Points, the wash of fast-moving watercraft can play a
significant part in the erosion of the fragile foreshore.

If you see offending watercraft you can report them to the Water Police or the Department of Transport using
the DoT non-compliance form:

https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/getmedia/b17f8f33-b87c-4dfe-8507-693a93182479/
mac f marinenoncompliancereport.pdf;

It is important to note that you will need to get the registration number of the vessel and a photo showing the
location. An investigation will only be considered by the DoT if there is sufficient evidence and you are willing to
appear in court as a witness.

WEBSITES OF INTEREST
River Guardians http://www.riverguardians.com (inc Dolphin Watch)
Birds of the Canning River http://www.canningriverbirds.com
Friends of Queens Park Bushland https://www.friendsofqueensparkbushland.org.au
Urban Bushland Council https:/www.bushlandperth.org.au
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The highs and lows of the revegetating the foreshore
by Grecian Sandwell

FoSRF/CRREPA’s revegetation site opposite 183-189 Riverton Drive, Shelley exemplifies the amount of work
that goes into - and the continuing challenges of - revegetating the foreshore and protecting it from erosion.

183-189 Riverton Drive was one of the first rehabilitation
sites that CRREPA worked on with the CoC. In 1995 the
planting efforts also included volunteers (pictured right)
from the Murdoch Branch of the Wildflower Society,
Rossmoyne Shelley Scouts and Nedlands Landcare Environ-
ment Action Program (a Commonwealth Government initia-
tive).

For the next 25 years additional plantings were added 3
before a major storm in the early 2020s decimated the fore- ® ™ — 7 - “Matthews
shore vegetation, exposing the area to rapid erosion (photo e SRS
lower left). CoC met with CRREPA to design some significant restoration work to include brush fencing, coir logs
and planting.

In June 2022 contractors installed a brush fence to protect recent plantings from tidal and storm damage and to
further reduce erosion of the foreshore. Brush fencing, whilst reducing the impact of waves and tidal move-
ments, is permeable and thus allows water to move through, providing moisture for the plants. Solid barriers by
comparison can be undermined and increase the risk of erosion on the upstream side.

The brush fence has been very effective in protecting the local native plants from being totally uprooted and lost
in high wind and tidal events (see middle photo below). The site is now a healthy area of mainly saltwater couch
(Sporobolus virginicus), shrubs of Samphire (Halosarcia indica) and Seablite (Suaeda australis) and the salt marsh
rush (Juncus kraussii). In 2023 it was one of six sites selected for further erosion control by the CoC with a grant
of $23,559 from the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) Riverbank Program. In
January 2024, the brush fence was extended to the storm water pipe and bolstered with coir logs, matting and
planting. Although this extension has been breached in parts it has certainly reduced further
erosion.

An added complication at the eastern end of has been the impact (pictured lower right) of Casuarinas (sheoaks)
that have now killed the entire healthy patch of Juncus krausii along with the sedges planted as part of the 2024
project and thus reduced the effectiveness of the erosion control. As the Casuarinas cover increases, the death
of understorey increases. It would be beneficial to remove Casuarinas and replace with them Saltwater Paper-
bark (Melaleuca cuticularis), a species that thrives along the foreshore with no adverse effects on understorey.

oA
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In MEMORIAM

Vera Colley (rip 29/11/2025)

Vera was a founding member of CRREPA. She was very active in CRREPA’s early decades both as a volunteer on
the foreshore as well as with the Committee and working groups.

Born in Victoria Park in 1927, just before WA celebrated the 98th anniversary of its foundation in 1829, Vera
lived into her 99th year:

In four years’ time we will celebrate our bicentenary.
Vera was 12 years old when World War 2 started and 18 when it finished in 1945.

She did much solo world travel including to Russia, Africa, Rhodesia and the USA in the 1960s. And imagine the
sight in 1956 when she and friends crossed the Nullarbor in her dad’s luxurious, semi-automatic Daimler. It was
purchased for £1,750 from the Australian Government as ‘surplus to requirements’ when Princess Elizabeth’s
tour was cancelled on the death of her father, King George VI.

A trained nurse, Vera lived on 241b Riverton Drive from 1967 to 2023 before shifting to Regents Garden,
Booragoon. Her home was built by her brother-in-law and CRREPA member John Sutton. She and Rosetta Clark
built an amazing productive garden.

Because of her prime location, Vera was able to
see first-hand the positive impact that CRREPA
(including with her volunteer efforts) had on the
foreshore. Across the road the original vegeta-
tion had been cleared and the natural terrain had
been flattened as part of the development of the
new suburb of Shelley. Today this site has sedg-
.1 es, shrubs and trees and you can look through it
/3 ) to one of the Lower Canning River’s important
: bird resting and feedings sites, Grecian’s Spit.

Brad Colley, Vera’s nephew said: “Every family
benefits from having an ‘Aunty Vera’ in their

; GRS ccneration. She was the storyteller, the family
\ M;tthé\;vé\* historian, the traveller, the keeper of keep sakes
e i and curator of family treasures. A curator doesn’t
hold onto the treasures, but ensures that they
are handed on to someone in the next generation
who is empathetic, who values the stories, photos
and incidental scraps of family history.”

Vera (centre) volunteering for CRREPA’s 2001 Bushcare Day opposite 163-171
Riverton Drive

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS and THANK YOUs

We are very grateful for the support provided by DBCA, State NRM and:

Z/& o7y OF SERCUL

7z
Q’ CANNING St Fast Regionl Gt for Urban Landcare
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Stanley

Peter Sewell (RiP 27/5/2025)

Peter and his wife Joan joined CRREPA in 2008 soon after they moved to Rossmoyne. Whilst supporting Joan in
her active foreshore work he also volunteered both his time and water (running a hose from their property in
Riverton Drive across the road) to ensure the seedlings in the sites between 119 and 125 Riverton Drive had a
good start.

Anne Good (RiP 11/3/2025)

CRREPA/FoSRF and the Shelley Rossmoyne Foreshore are extremely fortunate to have been chosen by the
Booragoon Lions Club (BLC) for their monthly contribution to hands-on care for our natural environment.

The relationship started 19 years ago and Anne Good was not only there from the start in 2007, but also took on
the coordinator role, ensuring the group was working at the best location, checking that they had the right tools
as well as providing fabulous and much appreciated morning teas. Together with husband Norm (RiP
November 2020), they brought along the equipment and updates needed for each session as well as their great
senses of humour.

Anne and fellow Lions were welcomed and introduced to the foreshore by
Diane Matthews, then CRREPA President, with an orientation walk between
Tuscan Street and Fifth Avenue. The BLC ‘adopted’ this as their initial stretch of
foreshore to care for. In later years the BLC moved to Central Avenue.

Another of Anne’s outstanding characteristics was her desire to understand the
‘what’, ‘why’ and ‘how’ of rehabilitation along the foreshore. To this end, she and
other Lions also joined CRREPA for informative sessions about erosion when we
had experts join us on the foreshore.

At the FoSRF 2025 AGM, we were lucky to have Lion Alan Cooper (also volunteer-
ing on our foreshore since 2007) highlighting Anne’s significant and considerable : . Stanley o

contribution.

YOUR FoSRF COMMITTEE 2025-2026

President: Stephen Johnston
Vice President / Member- Colma Keating

ship Officer

Secretary: Madeline Radestock
Treasurer: Jess Murray
Foreshore Coordinator Sue Stanley

Committee Members
Murray Radestock Lea Hadley Glenn Joyce

FoSRF NEWS No. 69 April 2026 Page 7



