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SERCUL

South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare

Construction Specific
Litter Measure Surveys

DOES YOUR CONSTRUCTION SITE LOOK LIKE THIS?

Construction sites are a significant source of
environmental pollution when materials such
as soil, sand, packaging, and liquid wastes
(e.g. acid washes, concrete slurry, and paint)
are not properly managed onsite. Without
effective controls, these materials can be
carried by wind and rain into stormwater drains
and waterways, degrading the environment
and harming aquatic ecosystems.

A study conducted in November 2025 by

the South East Regional Centre for Urban
Landcare (SERCUL), with support from the
Keep Australia Beautiful Council (WA), the
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions (DBCA) and Perth NRM, examined
litter across construction sites within the
Sediment and Litter Control and Prevention
(SALCAP) Project area (City of Armadale,

City of Canning, City of Gosnells, and Town
of Victoria Park). Surveyors assessed 72
residential construction sites operated by 27
building companies.

The results showed that every site was
contributing to litter pollution, with an average
of 616 litter items per 1,000 m2—equivalent
to approximately 2,250 litres, or around nine
wheelie bins, on a standard suburban lot.

Site waste bins and waste management

All construction sites generating waste
must have appropriate bins onsite. Waste
management should be planned early, with
bins suited to expected waste streams.

Australian Government

Much construction waste is recyclable,
and proper separation can reduce disposal
costs while minimising landfill. Ensuring
adequate bin capacity and waste sorting is
best practice.

Why it matters

Liquid waste and sediment are major
pollutants from building sites. Concrete
slurry, acid washes, and runoff can quickly
enter stormwater systems, altering water
chemistry and causing lasting damage—
particularly in sensitive catchments such
as the Canning River. Even small discharges
can have serious impacts.

Containing liquid waste and preventing

sediment loss is essential. Simple, proactive
controls protect waterways, reduce risk, and
demonstrate responsible site management.

The business case

Effective site management also delivers
commercial benefits. Well-managed sites
experience fewer delays, lower clean-up
and disposal costs, and improved safety.
Preventing material loss reduces waste,
while maintaining a clean, orderly site
enhances professionalism and builds
trust with clients, regulators, and the
community—supporting smoother project
delivery and a stronger reputation.
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33% of Sites!

SWAN CANNING
RIVERPARK

This project is part of the Cleaning up the Canning initiative. This activity is funded by the Australian Government’s Urban Rivers and Catchments Program, with the support of South East
Regional Centre for Urban Landcare, Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group, the City of Armadale, City of Canning, City of Gosnells, Town of Victoria Park, and the Department of Biodiversity,
Conservation and Attractions. This newsletter is a part of the Clean Sites - Clean Waterways Community Litter Grant funded by Keep Australia Beautiful Council WA (KABC WA).
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