
Clean painting tools carefully

•	 Choose a set area to do all your washing up. This area should be on 
the building site and away from all stormwater drains.

•	 It should be bunded and contain wash out barrels.
•	 Collect wash water from concrete mixers and pumps in a wheel 

barrow and dispose of it in your wash area.
•	 When the water evaporates or soaks into the surface, the solids can 

be put into a skip bin or recycled in construction or as road base.

•	 Use one container to wash the brush and another to 
rinse it. Let the first container stand overnight to let 
solids settle.

•	 Pour out the water in wash area and put settled 
solids into your bin.

•	 Wash oil based paints in solvent baths until clean. 
DO NOT put the solvent on the ground or in the drain, 
contact a waste disposal company for removal.

Create a CONTAINED wash area on site

Clean painting tools carefully

Concrete slurry, acid wash, paint washout, and other 
washings must be contained on site. DO NOT pour, 
wash, hose or sweep anything into stormwater drains.

No wash area on site? Only a tiny amount of liquid waste 
to throw out?
•	 You can safely store it in a container with a secure lid, 

clearly labelled and stored onsite away from stormwater 
drains until correct disposal can be arranged.

•	 Or take it with you to manage in accordance with your 
company’s liquid waste guidelines.

•	 Stormwater drains are connected 
to our waterways.

•	 Clean painting tools carefully - 
Contaminants in the drain end up 
in our streams, rivers and ocean.

•	 Small amounts of liquid waste 
can have a large impact on the 
environment!

Store liquid waste in sealed 
containers prior to safe disposal

Liquid Waste Control

Did You Know?
Concrete slurry, acid washes and other liquid construction wastes can severely impact waterways if they enter 
stormwater, altering pH and carrying sediments and contaminants. Even small amounts can harm aquatic life 
and pose a serious risk to sensitive catchments, like the Canning River system.

Some imagery and text reproduced with permission from EPA Victoria and Melbourne Water

Fact Sheet 1 
Clean Site - Clean Waterways

Have you seen a person pouring or hosing liquid (other than water) 
into a stormwater drain or into the environment?  

Report this to your local council to investigate.

Report illegal dumping of construction, household and other 
waste anonymously to Crime Stoppers.   

Crime Stoppers WA

This project is part of the Cleaning up the Canning initiative funded by the Australian 
Government’s Urban Rivers and Catchments Program, with the support of South East Regional 
Centre for Urban Landcare, Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group, the City of Armadale, City of 

Canning, City of Gosnells, Town of Victoria Park, and the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 
and Attractions. This fact sheet is a part of the Clean Sites - Clean Waterways Community Litter 

Grant funded by Keep Australia Beautiful Council WA (KABC WA).


