
What can you do at home?
Small actions at home can make a big difference!
You can help our waterways by:
•	 Sweeping soil, sand, leaves and grass back onto 

your property
•	 Putting litter in the bin
•	 Washing cars on grass instead of driveways
•	 Disposing of paint and chemicals properly, and 

NEVER down your household or street drain
•	 Keeping your garden beds mulched, to not allow 

sand to be blown away
•	 Reduce fertiliser use, and apply at the right time of 

the year.

Keep your eyes peeled and 
see how many you can count!

Remember you can report 
POLLUTION!

If pollution has occurred, report it to your local council to 
investigate and remediate. If you see someone polluting, 

report them immediately to:
Report anonymously to Crimestoppers.

The Cities of Armadale, Canning, Gosnells and Town of 
Victoria Park are involved in the Sediment and Litter Control 
and Prevention project (SALCAP). SALCAP aims to improve 
the health of the Canning River and its tributaries by working 
collaboratively with the construction industry and the 
community to prevent sediment and litter from entering the 
stormwater system.

Did you know?
Construction sites can be a major source of 
pollution to our waterways when they are not 
managed properly. Construction activities disturb 
soil, uncontrolled washdown and rain transports 
loose sand, dirt and building materials from the site 
into nearby roads and stormwater drains, which 
ends up in our rivers, wetlands and ocean. Builders 
must ensure all their building materials, waste and 
sediment (soil, sand, mud and dust) remain on site 
and do not end up in our waterways.

This project is part of the Cleaning up the Canning initiative funded by 
the Australian Government’s Urban Rivers and Catchments Program, 
with the support of South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare, 

Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group, the City of Armadale, City of 
Canning, City of Gosnells, Town of Victoria Park, and the Department 
of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. This brochure is part of 
the Clean Sites - Clean Waterways Community Litter Grant funded by 

Keep Australia Beautiful Council WA (KABC WA).

Have you seen this in 
your neighbourhood?

How can you help?
Have you noticed sand, soil, mud, litter, or anything 
other than rain go down the drain? This is pollution and 
is harming our Canning River. Report this to your local 
council to investigate.
Have you noticed someone pouring, sweeping or washing 
something down the drain? This is illegal and they may be 
prosecuted. Report to Crimestoppers.

Keep stormwater clean!  
Protect our rivers, wetlands 

and wildlife.

Crime Stoppers WA



Spotting Pollution in  
your Neighbourhood
Pollution can come from nearby construction sites or 
residential activities. Keep an eye out for:

At construction sites
•	 Sediment (soil, sand, mud or dust) on roads
•	 Building materials or litter blowing off site
•	 Overflowing bins where litter can blow away
•	 Dirty water flowing into drains
•	 Illegal dumping of rubbish

Around homes and streets
•	 Grass clippings or leaves swept into drains
•	 Car washing chemicals entering drains
•	 Paint or chemicals poured onto the ground
•	 Illegal dumping of rubbish

Why does CLEAN 
stormwater matter?
Stormwater pollution can:
•	 Harm wildlife dependant on our waterways
•	 Damage wetlands and river habitats
•	 Reduce water quality
•	 Transport sediment and litter into our waterways
•	 Block drains and increase risk of flooding

Keeping pollutants out of stormwater drains helps 
protect the rivers and wetlands we all value.

Do you know where 
your flow goes?

Most water that infiltrates 
into the soil will end up in 
our ground water.

Keeping pollutants like soil, chemicals, 
grass clippings, dog poo and fertilisers out of 

stormwater helps protect our waterways.

Stormwater is rainwater that runs off hard surfaces like roofs, roads 
and driveways. As it flows into drains, it picks up pollutants and 

enters the stormwater system, which carries it untreated to rivers, 
wetlands and the ocean. 

Water used inside your home 
from toilets, showers, baths, 
sinks, washing machine and 
dishwasher flows into the sewer 
or septic system. This wastewater 
is treated to remove pollutants 
before it is either re-used or 
released into the ocean.


